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OFFICIAL LfiTTERS 



FROM 



GENEkAL WASHINGTON 



TO CONGRESS* 



Sm, Trentdri, January i, X7774 

X . OUR rcfolves of' the twcinty-feventh ultimo were tranf-* 
cnittod me laft night by meffieurs Clymer, Morris, and Wal- 
ton. The con6dence which Congreis have honored me with 
\>Y thefe proceedings has a claim to my warmed acknowledge^ 
xnems. At the fame time I beg leave to alTure them that all 
my Ikcttlties fball be employed to direct properly the powers 
they have been pleafed to veil rbt with, and to advance thofe ob->^ 
]eGtSf and only tbofet which gave rife to this honorable mark of 
diflindtioQ* If my exertions (hould not be attended with' the 
defiredLfuccefsy I truft the failure will be imputed to the true 
caufe» — the peculiarly diftrefled fituation of our affairs, and 
the diflSculties I have to combat, — rather than to a want of 
zeal for my country, and the clofeft attention to her interefts, 
to promote which has ever been my fludy. 

On monday . morning I paiTed the Delaware myfclf ; the 
whole of our troops and artillery, not till yefterday, owing to 
Vol. n/ B x!oft 
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the ice which ^jjJered' their paflage extremely difficult and 
fatiguing. ^6tp*cie*» tlidr arrival, wc have been parading the 
regimefifls wMfc time of fefvice is now expired, ift order to 
knpV*.wh^t force we fliould have to depend on, and how to 
*ifg*Qlate our views accordingly* After much perfuafion and 
*tlie exertions of their officers, hatf or a greater proportion 
of thofe from the eaflward have confented to ft ay fix weeks 
on a bounty of ten dollars. I feci the inconvenience of this 
adyancij, and-^TknOvf the toiSfequedces which witt fefult 
from it : — ^but what could be done ? — Pennfylvania had al- 
lowed the fame to her militia :— the troops felt their import- 
ance, and would have their price. Indeed, as their aid is fo 
efTential, and aot to be di'fpenfed with, it is to bfl^ wondered 
they had not cftimated it at a higlier rate. I perceive that 
Congrefs, apprehenlive of this event, had made unlimited 
proviiion for it. 

General Mifflin is ait Hordehtown with about eighteen 
hundred men, and general Cadwallader at Crofwix's, with 
about the fame number ► — We are now making our arrange- 
Q*ents,,and concerting a plan of operations, which I (hall at- 
tempt to execute as foon as poffible, and wliich I hope will be 
Attended with fome fucceis. 

' As to the number and fituation of the enemy, I catinot obtain 
certain intelligence : but, from the accounts moft to be relied 
6n, they have collefted the principal part of their force, from 
Brunfwic and the neighboring ports, at Princetoti, \vhere 
they are throwing up fome works. The number thefe is 
Reported to be from five to fix thoufand; and it is confi- 
dently fa id thfey have lent the chief part of their baggage t(% 
Brunfwic. ' It is added, that general Howe landed at Amboy 
a day or two ago \Vith a thoufand light troops, and is on his 
march from tliehce. 

I have fenit into different parts of Jerfey, men of influence 
to Ipirit up the luilitia, and flatter myfelf that the many inju- 
ries they have received will induce fome to give their aid. Jf 
what they have fuficred does not roufe their refedUnent, they 

jnuft 
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mull not poffefs the common feelings of humanky. To op- 
preffion, ravage, and a deprivation of property, they have had 
the more mortifying circtimffance of infult added :-^after be- 
ing ftripped of .all they had without the leaft compenfation, 
protc£ii6ns have been granted them for the free enjoyment of 
their cffttdls.-— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I have not been able to procure returns of our force, 
owing to our fituation. I fuppofe that about two or three 
and twenty hundred paflfed with me, which number is now 
reduced to fifteen or fixteen hundred. No eflimate of our force 
can be formed from the number of regiments : many of them, 
by reafbn of ficknefs, cannot turn out more than a hundred men. 



Sir, Pluchemtfiy January ^^ 1777. 

I have the honor to inform you, that, fince the date of 
my laftfrohi Trenton, I have removed with the army under 
my command to this place. The difficulty of crofling the De- 
laware on account of the ice made our paffage over it tedious, 
and gave the enemy an opportunity of drawing^ in their feveral 
cantonments, and affembling their whole force at Princeton, 
Their large pice nets, advanced towards Treiitofl, — their great 
preparationsr, and fome intelligence I had received,-7-added tq 
iheir kiwwledge that the firftof January brought on a diflblu- 
tion of the beft part of our army, — gave me the ftrongeft rea- 
fons to conclude that an attack upon us was meditating. 

Our fituation was moft critical, and our force fmall. To 
remove immediately was again deftroying every dawn of 
hope which haid begun to revive in the breads of the Jeffey 
militia ; and to bring thofe troops which had firft croffed the 
Delaware and were lying at Crofwix^s under general Cad- 
wallader, and thofe under general Mifflin at Bordentowa 
(amonntihg in the whole to about three thoufand fix hun- 
dred), to Trenton, was to bring them to an expofed place. 
One of the bther however was unavoidable : — ^the latter was 
preftfiTed, and they were ordered to join us at Ttenton, 
which they did, by a night-march, on the firft inftant. 
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Oil the fecond, accoiding to my expcftation, the enfemy 
began to advance upon us ; and, after fome fkirmi(hmg» tha 
head of their, column reached Trenton about four o*cl6ck, 
whilft their rear was as far back a^- Maidenhead. They at* 
tempted to pafs Sanpink creek which- runs through Trenton^ 
at different places ; but, finding the fords> guarded, halted and 
kindled their fires. — We were drawn up oa the other fide of 
the creek. — in. this ficuation we remained till dark, cannonadi- 
ing. the enemy, and receiving the fire of tlieir field-pioces 
which did us but little damage- 
Having by tliis time difcovered that the enemy were great- 
ly ftjperior in nuinber, and tlxat their defign was to iurround 
us, I ordered all our baggage to be removed filently to Bur- 
lington foon after dark ; and at twelve o'clock, after renew- 
ing our fires, and leaving guards at the bridge in Trencon, 
and other pafles on the fame dream above,- marched by a 
round-about road to Princeton where I knew they could nofc 
have much fierce left, and might have' ftores^ One thing I 
was certain of, — that it would avoid the appearance of a re« 
treat (which was of courfe^ — or to run the hazard of the* 
whole array being cut off) — whilft we might by a fortunate 
firoke withdraw general Howe from Trenton, and give fome 
reputation ta our arms. — Happily we fucceeded.— *We found 
Princetoa about fun-rife with only three regiments^ aiad three 
troopi^ of liglu-horfe in. it, two of which were on. their march 
to Trenton. Thefe three regiments, efpecially the two firft, 
made a gallant refiilancer and,, ia killed, wouhddd^ and pn- 
foners, muft have loft five hundred mea :. upwards of one 
hundred of them were left dead in the field ; and, with what 
ihave with me and what were taken in the piirfuit and car- 
ried acrofs the Delaware^ tl>ere are near three hundred pri- 
ibncrs, fourteen, of whom are' ofiicers, all Briti (h . 

This piece pf good fortune is counterbalanced by the lofs 
of die brave, and worthy general Mercer, colonels Hazlet'and 
Potter, captain Neal of the artillery, captain Fleming who 
commanded the firft Virginia regiment, andfobr or five other 
Suable officers, who, with abbut twenty-fi^e or thirty pfir- 

vate» 
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talts, were flain in the fields Our wI)ole lofs cannot be af- 
certained, a^ ipany who were In purfiiit of the enemy (who 
were chafed three ^r four mile*) are not yet come in* 

The. rear of die -cncmy*s army lying at Maidenhead (not 
more. than five or fix miles from Princeton) was up with us 
before our purfiHt was over-: but as I had the precaution to 
dcftroy the bridge oaj^er Stoney-bropk (about half a mile from 
the field of adlion), they were fo long retarded there as to 
j;ive us time to move off in good order for this place. We 
tdok two brafs field-pieces ; but, for want of horfes, could 
not bring theip away. We alfo took fome blankets, fhoes, 
and a few other trifling articles, burned the hay, and deftroy- 
^d fuch other things as the (hortneb of the tiine Svjould ad- 
mit ofc .' 

My origijiai plan, when I {at loul from Trenton, was, to 
tave puflied on toBrunfwic: but the harraffed ftate of our 
troops (raapy of them having had no reft for two nights and 
a daiy], an4 the danger pi Idling the advantage we bad gained 
by aiming at too much, ioduced me, by the advice of my offi- 
cers, to reliocusifti the attempt : but, in my judgment, fix or 
eight hundred frelh troops upon a forced march would have 
deftroyed all their ftores and magazines, — taken (as we have 
fince learned) their military cheft, containing feventy thoufand 
pounds,— and pujt an end to tlie war. The enemy, from the 
beft intelligence I have been able to get, were fo much alarm* 
ed at the apprebenfion'of this, that they marched immediately 
to Brunfwic without halting, except at the bridges (for I alfo 
took up thofe on Mijlftone, on the difierent routes to Brunf- 
wicj, and got there before day. 

From the heft information I have received, general Howe 
has left no men either at Trenton or Princeton. The truth 
.of this I $m endeavoring to afcertain, that I may regulate 
my movements accordingly. 

The militia a^e taking fpirits, and, I am told, are coming 

in fail from this ftate ; but I fear thofe from Philadelphia 

will fcarcely fubmit to the hardihips of a winter campaign 

much longer, efpcjciWly as they very unluckilv fent their 

B J ^ blankets 
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blankets with their baggage to B.urlington, I muftido them 
the juilice however to add that they have undcrgoiie more 
fatigue and hardftiip, than! exptdVed militia (efpecially citi- 
zens) would have done at this inclement fcafon, — ^I am jiift 
moving to Moriiftown, where I ihall endeavor to put them 
under the^beft cover I can : — thitherto we have been without- 
tny ; and many of our poor foldiers quite barefoot^ and ill 
clad' in other refpedls. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W» 



Sir, Morrljiown^ January 7, 'I777» 

I AM happy to inform you that the account of general 
Mercer's death, tranfmitted in mylaft, was premature, though 
it was mentioned as certain by many who faw him after he 
was wounded. By intell gence from Princeton yefterday 
evening, he was alive, and feemed as if he would do well : — 
unhappily he is a prifoner. Had it not been for the inform- 
. ation I had of his death, I would have tried to have brought 
him away, though I believe it could not have been eiFeaed. 

The enemy have totally evacuated Trent and Prince 
towns, and are now at Bruufwic and the feveral ports on 
the communication between that and Hudfon's river, but 
chiefly at Bru»fwic. Their numbers and movements are va- 
rioufly reported : but all agree that their force is great. There 
have been two or three little fldrmifhes between their par- 
ties and fome detachments of militia, in which tlie latter have 
been fuccefsful, and made a few prifoners. The moft con- 
Cderable was on funday morning near Springfield, when 
eight or ten Waldeckers were killed and wounded, and the 
remainder of the party (thirty-nine or forty) made prifoners, 
with two officers, by a force not fuperior in number, and 
without receiving the leaft damage. 

The feverity of the feafon has made our troops, efpeciaHy 
the militia, extremely impatient, and has reduced the num- 
ber very eonfiderably. Every day more or lefs leave us. 
Their complaints, and the great fatigues liiey had undergone, 

induced 
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iijduccdme to come to diik place, as the beft calculated otf ' 
any m this quarter to accommodate and refrcfh them. The 
fituation is by no means favorable to our views ; and, as 
foon as the purpofes are anfwered for which we came, I: 
think to remove, though I confefs I do not know how we- 
ihall procure covering for our men elfewhere. 
I have the honor to be,. &c. G. W.* 



Sir, Head-QuarterSy.MerriJiewny yan. <)y i']'!^^ 

I AM honored w^'th yours of the firft inftant, in-' 
clofing fundry refolves relating to this and the northern army. 
Thofe that refpedi my department fhall be properly at- 
tended to. 

1 am obliged by your notice of colonel Baylor, on whom: 
I ihall confer the command of horfe to which you recom- 
mend him. —When the uniform for the regiment is fixed' 
upon, a horfe properly caparifoned fhall be provided and 
prefentcd to colonel Baylor. — ^There were no horfes of any 
figure or value taken at Trenton. 

Since 1 wrote to you laft, the enemy have withdrawn all 
their out-garrifons, and centred their whole force at and near 
Brunfwic ; but whether with an intention to make a ftand 
there or make another puih towards Philadelphia, I cannot 
yet determine. — Upon the evacuation of Elizabelhtown, 
general Maxwell fell upon the enemy's rear, and made feven* 
ty prif6ners and took a parcel of baggage, 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sm, Head-Quarter Sy Morrijiowny Jan. I2, 1777.. 

I AM honored with yours of the fiixth, inclofing fe- 
veral refolves of Congrefs refpefting an exchange to be 
propofed between general Lee and the Heffian field-officers 
taken at Trenton. Colonel Ralle died the day after the ac- 
!on ; aqd we left one of the majors fo ill of his woiJnds, that 

-B 4 I aci 
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' I am in doubt of his recovery. I can however make an ofr 
Itr of all that remain, in exchange for general Lee, txcept 
one \yhom ypu orcler to be propofed for colonel Allen. If 
the offer is rejedlcd by general Howe, I (hall think myfelf 
^then at liberty to remonftrate to him on his treatment of ge« 
oeral Lee. If he will not exchange bjm, be ihould at lead 
admic him to his parole, as we have ever done their pcifon- 
crs who have fallen jnto our hands. '^ 

I'underftand from undoubted authority that they intend to 
try the general by a courtrmaftial, as a deferter from their 
fcrvice, pretending (liat hi^ refigqatio^ was nqver accepted 
of« .But I iha}l inform gei^efal Howe, that, if any fuch ftep 
13 taken under fo (hallow and jllegal a pretext^ and their 
fentence fhould extend cither to aiFedl his life or liberty, they 
may depend upon the moil fevere and adequate retaliation upr 
on our part. 

The cniemy have made nq mQvjj fmcp ipy laft. By eyery 
accpunt, they begin to be diftreCTed, particularly for forage, 
gf which there is little ox none remaining in the fmajl circle 
they poffefs, except fait hay^ . . 

By letters from general Heath, of the ninth, he was begin- 
ning to move doM^n towards Kingfbridge with the troops 
from New-Engjandt Tius muft add to the diftrefs of th<5 
enemy, wl:|o will, by this meafure, be deprived of the.fub- 
fiftence they fonnerly drew from Weft-Chefter and. thq 
counties to tl^e nprtl^ward of Yor|c-ifland. 

I have the honor, to be, &c. p. W, 



Sir, Head-Qjuqrtjers^ AZorriJivwn^ Jan. 14, 1777. 

J Embrace this opportunity, by Mr. Hopkins, of in- 
forming you that the enemy remain upon their old ground at 
Ambqy and Brunfwic. Our accounts (lill confirm their want 
of forage, which Ihope will Increafe.— If tlieir horfes are 
reduced this winter, it wil] be impofliblc for them to take 
the field in the fpring. 

General 
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'^ General Warner, with two regiments from MaflTachu- 
ijptW, is arrived here : general Heath, with the remainder 6f 
the troops from tliat jRate, has by this time begun to move 
down towar-is Kingfbridge. 

I this day intend to fend in a flag with letters tp lord zvA 
general Howe iipon the fuhjetl of general Lee's exchange, 
and reraonftratjng agnjnft the fevere treatment of our prifon- 
er^, 1 inclofe you copies of both, for your infpe6lion and 
approbation. — I have the honor to be, |8cc. G. W. 



Sir, HeadrQuartcrsy Afonf/ipwft^ Jan. ij, 1777. 

I HAVE not had the honor of any of your favors 
fince I wrote to you on the fourteenth inftant. — No material 
alterations have happcneij in this quarter. The enemy, from 
jcvery account, mean to make Brunfwic their advanced 
po£k for this winter. They are endeavoring to draw in 
all the forage they can get; in the coiirfe of which, they 
have daily (kirmifhes with our advanced parties: but I 
think, do what they will, they muft he diftreflcd greatly be* 
fore the winter is over. 

By a late refolve of Congrefs, the towns of Carlifle m 
Pennfylvania, and Brookfield in Maffachufctts, are fixed upon 
for the proper places to eretS elaboratories, and lay up ma- 
gazines of military ftores. Upon communicating this refolve 
tf> general Knox who will have the principal direftion of 
thcfe matters, he was of opinion that Hartford in Connefticut 
would be on many accounts more convenient for that pur- 
pofe than Brookfield, particularly in refpccEk to buildings, 
which arp already erefled, and, though not fuch as are im- 
mediately fi^ fpr|:he ufes they are intended, may be eafily 
converted to them. — General Knox, and others whom I have 
confultcd upon the occafion, alfo think that Yorktown will 
be full as fafe, and more convenient than Carlifle. — If thefe 
two alterations fliould, upon a reronfideratjon, appear to 
you in the faipe light, and no ftcps ihould have been takeit 

towards 
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towards' carrying matters into execution, I fliould be glad 
thbt you would, by a new refolve, permit me to direct the 
w6rks to be carried on at the places laft menti<:)ned. 

Since I began this letter, your favor of the tentli was deli^' 
ycred to iire, inclofing fundry refolves of Congrefs to which 
Ifhall pay due attention, and (hall inform * ♦ * and * * * 
ofitheir difmiflion from the fervice of the ftates. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarter Sy Adorrljlcwrij Jan, 19, 1777. 

THE flufluating ftatc of an army eompofed chiefly 
of mUitia bids fair to reduce us to the fituation in which we 
werefome little time ago,— that is, of fcarce having any army 
at all, — except reinforcements fpeedily arrive. One of the 
batallions from the city of Philadelphia goes honac to-day, and 
the other two only remain a few days longer upon courtefy. 
The time for which a country brigade under general Mif- 
jBio came out is expiired, and they ftay from day to day by 
dint of felicitation, — their numbers much reduced by defer- 
tions. — We have about eight hundred of theeaftern continen- 
tal troops remaining of twelve or fourteen hundred who at 
firft agreed to ftay, — part engaged to the laft of this month, 
dnd part to the middle of next. The five Virginia regimenta 
4re reduced to a handful of men, as are colonel Hand's, 
Smallwood's, and the German batallion. — A few days ago 
general Warner arrived with about {qsgw hundred Maffachu- 
fetts militia engaged to the fifteenth oi March. 

. Thus y^.u have a iketch of our prefent army, with which 
we are obliged to keep up appearances before an enemy al- 
ready double to us in numbers, and who from every account 
are withdrawing their troops from Rhodc-Ifland, to form .a 
jiin(5lioQ of their whole army, and make another attempt ei-< 
Aer to break up ours, or penetrate towards Philadelphia, — » 
^ thing- by no means difficult now, as the ice affords an 
cafy paffage over the Delaware. ; 

... I do 
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I do not yet know what efFe£k general Heath's moving* 
Jown towards New- York will have.— Yefterday morning 
a confiderable firing wa« heard, wtwch feemed to be about^ 
Kingfbridge. I am in hopes that his appearance on that 
quartCF with a pretty large force wiUc4)lige themtowithdravr 
part of theirs from Jerfey, to fecure the city of New- York, 
which, by late accounts, is weakly garrifoned. — General 
Heath has all the eaftern and York militia with him, except 
the fmall brigade undei* general Warner that I mentioned be- 
fore, one regiment of Connefticut, ftopp^i at Providence in: 
Rhode-Ifland, and a number (how many I do not know) re- 
quefted by general Schuyler to be fent to Ticonderoga. — If it 
ihould appear that they are regardlcfs of the diverfion made 
by general Heath, and perfift in their plan of drawing their 
whole army together in Jerfey, I muft order him over wiA 
all his troops, except as many as are neceflary to garrifoa 
the forts and guard the paffes in the Highlands. 

I have ordered away every oflScer that could be fpared,— .' 
fonie to recruit, and fome to colleft the fcattered men of the 
different regiments, who are difperfed almoft over the conti-i 
nent: for, of the vaft numbers fent to the hofpitals at difc 
ferent times, few ever returned after they got well. 

As militia muft be our dependence till we can get the new 
army raifed and properly arranged, I muft entreat you to 
continue your endeavors with the ftates of Pennfylvania* 
Maryland, and Virginia, to turn out every man they poflibiy 
can, and for fome longer time than they generally have fti- 
pulated for. If they agree for a month or any limited timic^ 
it ihould commence from the time they adlnally join the ar* 
my, and not from the time they leave their homes ; others 
wife the marching backwards and forwards confume^ tiio 
term of engagement, 

I think thefe demands of aid fhould be made as quietly at 
the nature of the cafe will admit of, efpecially at this time 
when we are deceiving our enemies with falfe opimons of 
our numbers : foxp to boafi of our fuperiority in that refpe£)^ 

on 
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op ojDt baadi and to call publicly on the people for afllfttacf 
,i^& the other» is an impropri^y too glaring : — indeed it has. 
'been already noticed in tonx^ ^^blication^ fhat I bavefectt. 
from NewrYork* 
V. J J^ave the honor to be, &o / <5. W. 



-SiKf Hiad'O/iorUrs^ Morr\Jhwn% Jan. zOy 1777.^ 

I AM favored with yours of the iifteqnth inftant*. 

witbtfac fondry mfolvss indofed in it. If that reipediiiig 

theoonduentalcnrreiicy is < carried (lri£ily ioto execution, it 

^nootfaii of fully re-efiabliihing its credit. • 

I Jiave no objefUon to the three gentlemen who are recom^ 

n<lended for fieid-ofiiceTs in the Ne>y*Hampfhire regiment: 

tiiey ieero iiilly entitled to it* as they have raifed the regiti. 

menr. I will fumifli them with commiffipHis.from the date 

' of their app<»ntment, when applied to for that purpofe. 

There is fomething particular in the application of colonel 
Dubois and bis officers for the fum of five hundred and thir« 
leen dollars and two-thirds. They were to have been commif-r 
iioned provided they could raife tlie men ; but« from their own 
pay-abftrafl, it appears that fourteen. oiScers only brought 
twenty-five men into the field,, AjS tl^ey cc^rtainly did not 
comply wich their agreement, I would, after ftg ting the mat* 
ter as it really was, fubrait it to Congrefe who have the di£»- 
pofal of the public money, >. 

: I have perufed the petitioi^ of monfieur Faneuil and other 
French gentlemen. If they could, raife fuch a riqgiment a^ 
they propoic» it would certainly be ufeful: but I have npcoui- 
ccp(iontbat tbere are Canadians enough to bp found even for 
a regiiment of the common. number, much lefs of two thoufand 
three, hutulrcd and forty-feven, which is ihe number pro- 
|>jcx{ed. J. know, neithcir colonel Livingfton nor colonel Ha- 
«cn covJd- ever complete their Canadian regiments when they 
had the country open to them. As I would giyp encourage- 
ment ^^ ^'orcigners.of realjaieiit, i would put the thiog upoji 

this 
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ihis footing :— ff aiondeur Faneuil can procure at fufficien^ 
number of i^cert to fill a regiment of the common fi2e»' 
and they can give any afiuraiices of being able to raife the 
toen, I would grant them commiffions. '* 

I would beg leave to remark here, that, except \(rc cane 
throw the many foreigners who have commiffions in our 
army into a corps together, they will be entirely ufelefs, as 
diejr cao neither converfe with offiidew nor men in any other 
kind of regiment. 

I am.fo w^eU aiTured that you would not recommend do^r 
Potts to fucceed dodor Stringer in the northern departmenC 
except you had fuffictent proof of bis abilities in the medical 
line; thai! readily concur with you in the appointment. - 

I have ttceiveJd a piece of information which 1 am afraid 
is Mie,*— and that is, that the Britifh cruifers have taken nf 
Freiich vefiel with a large paircel of cannon and mortars oft 
board. I know- fuch a one was expedted, and. therefor^ 
more readily credit the account. 

lam, fir, with refpei^ and efteem, &c^ G. W, 



Sift, Head- Quarters f Mcrrifiown^ Janl aai 1777^; 

MY Izirt to yoii was on the twentieth inlkhti.'' 
Since that,! have the pleafure to inform you that general 
Dickinfon, with about four hundred militia, has defeated a' 
foraging party of the enemy of an' equal number, and has. 
taken forty waggons, and upwardis of a hundred horfes-; moft 
of them of the Englifh draft breed/ and a numbef df {he^|>» 
and cattle which they had colledked. The enemy tetfeatcd- 
with fo much precipitation that general Dickinfon hid only 
an opportunity of making nine prifoners. They wei« ob-^ 
fcrved to carry off a good many dfead and wounded in light? 
waggons. —This aflion happened near* Soflierfet court-hbnffc* 
on Millftone river. General Dickihfbii^s behavior reflefit^- 
die*higheft honor upotl him: foif', thoogh hiVtrobi>s were all 
raw, he led thc^n through the rirer nliddle^eep,"and gave 

the 
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the enemy fo fevere a charge, that, although fupportdd by 
three lield-picces, they gave way, and left their convoy. 

I have not heard from general Heath li'nce tlie firing near 
Kinglbridge laft faturday ; which I cannot account for,unlefs the 
North-river ftiould have heen rendered inipaffahle by the ice. 
But the account of his having furprifed and taken Fon-Inde- 
pendence on friday-night laft comes fo well authenticated by 
difi^rent ways, that I cannot doubt it. It is faiS that he took 
. four hundred prifoners in that fort, and that he inviefted Fort- 
Wafliirrgton on faturday, wkiqh occaftoned the firing. This 
k brought out by three of our officers who made their efc^pe 
from New- York on funday, and is confirmed by a fpy who 
went into Amboy, who fays an exprefs had arrived at Am- 
boy from New- York, widi an account of the lofs of Fort- 
Independence, and calling for a reitiforcemeat to protect the 
city ; in confequence of which, a number of troops had 
gorie over.— I have fent in fpies to Brunfwic and Amboy to 
know the truth of this : and if it appears that they have 
' weakened themfelves to reinforce New-York, I fhall proba- 
bly make fome attempt upon them, if we have men enough 
left to do it. 

I fliall be glad, to know what ftock of fmall-arms yon at 
prefent have, and what are your expectations fhortly. The 
neceffity that we have been and are now under, of calling in 
and arming the militia, fcatters our armory all over the 
world in a manner : their ofEcers are fo irrpgular that they 
generally fuffer their men to carry home every thing that is 
put into their hands, which is forever loft to the puUie. 
The new-raifed regiments will call for a great number of 
amis ; and I do not at prefent fee how they are to be fup- 
plied. 

- I would again beg leaye to recall the attention of Congrefs 

. to the appointment of general ofEcers. I will not fuppofe 

the nomination of them is poftponed upon a faving princi- 

l^e, becaufe the advantage in having proper officers to ex- 

a amiue 
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?^mine the pay-rolls of tlieir feveral regiments, and compare 
them with the returns of their brigades, — to fee that the re- 
giments are provided with what is proper, and that do more 
than a fufSciency is allpwed, — to keep officers to their duty, 
and not, while the fpirited officer is encountering all the 
fatigues and hardlhips of a rigorous campaign, fuffi^r a num- 
J?Qr of others, under various frivolous pretences and imaginary 
iickneffes, to enjoy themfelves at the public expenfe a.t their 
own firelides:- — I fay, if the appointments are with-lield upmi 
parfimonious. principles, the Congrefs are mi/laken : for I 
am convinced, that, by the correftion of many abufes which 
it is impoffibie for me to attend to, the public will be benefit- 
ed in a great degree in the article of expenfe.— 'But this is not 
all.: — We have a very little time, to do a very great work in. 
The arranging, providing for, and difciplining a hundred- and 
odd batallions is not to be accomplifhed in a day ; nor is it 
to be done at all with any degree of propriety, when we have 
once entered upon the active part of a campaign. Thefc 
duties mull be branched out, or they will be negjeiled, and 
the public injured. Befides, were the brigadiers appointed, 
they might be facilitating the recruiting fervice ; they would 
have time to get a little acquainted with their brigades, the 

' wants of them, and eafe me of the great weight and burden 
which I at prefent feel. 

On whom the choice will or ought to light, I cannot un- 
dertake to fay. In a former letter I took the liberty of fubmit- 
ting to the confideration of Congrefs the propriety of ap-« 

, pointing, out of each (late, brigadiers to command the troopft 
of that ftate, — thinking, as a diilindtion is now fixed, a fpirit 
of emulation might arife by this means. At any rate I fljall 
take the liberty of recommeiKling general Cadwallader as 
one of the firft for the new appointments. I have found him 
a man of ability, a good difciplinafian, firm in lus principles^ 
and of intrepid bravery. I (liali alfo beg leave to recoin** 
riiend colonel Reed to the command of the horfe, as a perifem, 
in my opinion, every way qualified : for he is extremely ac- 
tive? 
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tive and enterprifmg ; many fignal proofs of which he hai 
given this campaign. For the reft, the members of Congreft 
can judge better than I can : I can only fay, that, ai the army 
1*ill probably be divided in the courfe of the next campaign, 
there oughr, in my opinion, to be three lieutenant-generals, 
nine major-generals, and twenty-feveii brigadiers :-^in other 
words, there ought, at leaft, to be a brigadier to every foiii^ 
regiments, and a major-general to every three brigades.*— ^ 
The lieutenant-generals will, I prefume, be appointed out of 
die oldcft major-generals, and the major-generals from the 
oldeft brigadiers. Nine brigadier* will then be to no- 
minate. 

I forgot before this to inform Congrefs, that, incloding the* 
regiment of light dragoons from Virginia, and colonel Shel- 
don's to be raifed in Connedlicut, I have only commii&oned 
officers for four regiments. I was willing to try how thefc 
could be equipped before I put more officers into commiffion. 
It is apprehended we fhall find difficulty in providing ne- 
ceffaries or even horfes for thefe four regiments : if we 
ibould not, I (hall immediately fet about the refidue. Colo- 
4iel Baylor, colonel Moylan (who, as volunteer, has remain-^ 
cd conftantly with the army fince his difcontinOance in the 
quarter^mafter's department), and colonel Sheldon, com- 
mand the three new regiments of light dragoons. 

The treafury has been for fome time empty, and the army 
has labored under the greateil inconvenience for want of mo- 
ney. The recruiting fervice is particularly injured by this, as 
inany officers are now waiting only for bounty .money. I have 
alfo complaints from the eaftward, of the walit of money to 
carry on their rccruiiingfcrvice.— If we are not fupplied with 
that neceffary article, all matters mud be at a (land. I muft 
therefore beg, that, if Mr. Falfrey has not been already fup- 
plied with a,largc fum, it may be done with the utmoft ex- 
pedition, and that you will endeavor to keep up the fupply - 
by conftantly fending on fmaller parcels. 

I have die honor to be, &c. Q. W« 

7 
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r P. S; I did not recolle<a major-general Liix:oln in the pro- 
vincial fervice of Maffachufetts. He is an excellent oflEcer, 
find; worthy of your notice in the continental line. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^, Morrijiowny Jan. idy tyjj* 

I WAS laft night honored with yours of the eighteenth 
inftant, inclofing a letter from the ftate of New- York to 
Congrefs. From the particular fituation of their ftate in re- 
gard Cb their being totally deprived of commerce, they cer- 
tainly muft ftand in need of the affiftance of die other ftates 
to provide them with clothing and every thing neceflary for 
the equipment of their forces ; and it ever was my intention 
to aHow them a full proportion of the clothing purchafed to 
the eaftward, whenever it came to haiid. Little or none of 
it has yet 'reached this army, though in the gr^ateft want, 
and expoifed to the feverities of a winter campaign. 

'The. convention have in one inftance already provided for 
diemfelves out of the public ftoc.k, by flopping and making 
ixfc.of twenty^fix bales of clothing coming on from the eaft- 
wajd to the army here. As this was done without coufult- 
ing me^ I took the liberty of defiring them not to do' the like * 
in future ;— Hot that I meant to deprive them of their ihare, 
but becaufe it difappointed me of many articles which I flood 
inanunediate want of, and had not provided from other quar- 
tors.-: But you may be aflured, that, whenever returns are 
made of the whole flock of clothing, they ftiall have their 
proportion, and more than that, — allowance for (heir pecu- 
liar fituation. t 

I am amazed to hear complaints of the hofpital on the eaft 
fidti of Hudfon's-^iver. Doftor Morgan, with moft of his 
mates, has been conflantly there fmce I left it with the' 
main body of the army, ft is in vain however to look back 
upon paft misfortunes. I will not pretend to point out the 
caufes; but I know matters' have been flrangely condudled iu 
the^inediCal line. I hope your new appcrintrfleht, 'when It is 
made, will make the neceflary reform in the hofpital, and 
. Vol. IL C x\v^\. 
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that I fhall not, the next campaign, have my ccltSj and eyes 
too, fliocked with the complaints and looks of poor creatures 
perifhing for want of proper care either in the regimental or 
hofpital ftrrgeons. 

I agree with the convention in the expediency of obftruft- 
jfig the paflage of the North-river in fome place between the 
rfrouth and the Highlands* We have found that our labor and 
expenfchas been thrown away m endeavoring to do it belo^t 
where the channel is amazingly wide and deep ; but, from the 
flight view I have had of the river above, I think the paiTage 
iriay be eafily obftrufted, and defended by proper fortifica* 
tfons, as the fiver is fo narrow that no veffel going up couU 
jpoffibly efcape the fire. I am no judge of what can be done 
towards fitting out the frigates at Poughkeepfie :— that rauft 
be left to the gentlemen of the marine committee. 

The hint given by the convention of New-Yoik, of the 
lieceffity and utility of a commiflary of forage, had ftruck me 
before, and had been mentioned by general Mifflin, whofe de- 
partment of quaiter-mafler-gcneral muft be eafcd of part of 
ihe load which is at prefent thrown upon it. He is obliged irt 
jhany inftances to adl entirely out of his proper line ; and, 
inflead of being confined to the duty of quarter-mafter-gene- 
ral, is aifo waggon-mafter, and for age-^m after-general. — I 
have wrote to tw'b perfons that I think qualified to fill the 
office of vvaggon-mafter j arid I hope one of them will ac- 
cept. — That of commtflafy of forage (hall hfe attended to, 
• The want of accurate maps of the country which has hi- 
therto been the fcene of war has beeii of great difadvantage 
to me. I have in vain endeavored to procure them, and 
have been obliged to make fhift with fuch fkctches as I could 
trace out from my o\yn obferVation and that of gentlemen 
around mc. I really think, if gentlemen of known charac« 
t<?r and probity could be employed in making maps (from 
aftual furvey) of the roads^-— -tlie rivers^ and bridges and fords 
Dvtr then>,— the mountains, and pafies tlirough thera,-^it 
would be of the greateft advantage* 
I hud, previous to the receipt of your letter, wrote to general 

Howc> 
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(iowey and propofed the fixing an agent for prifoners at 
New-York. I have not received an anfwer : but if he ac- 
cedes to the propofal, I fliall appoint Mr. Lewis Pintard. 

I am forry that I am obliged to cont4-adi6l the report of 
the taking of Fort-Independtnce as mentioned in my laft. 1 
Wlieve the evacuation of fome detached redoiibts gave rife 
to the report. — 1 have not heard from general Heath fined 
the fourteenth inilant, which I am amazed at; I am quite 
in the dark as to his numbers^ and what progreft he hat 
made. ^ 

On the twenty-third, a patty of four hundred of ouf 
men, under colonel * * *, fell in with two regiments of the 
enemy, convoying a number of waggons from Brunfwic to 
Amboy. Our advanced party undet colonel Parker engaged 
them with great bravery upwards of twenty minutes, during 
which time the colonel-commandant was killed, and the fe- 
€ond in command mortally wounded* The people living 
near thfe field of aflion fay their killed and wounded werd 
confiderable. We loft only two men, who were made pri- 
foners. Had colonel * * * come up with the main bodyi 
colonel Parker and the other officers think we fliould havd 
•put them to the rout, as theii* confufion was vfery great, 
and .their ground difadvantageoUs* I have ordered ^ * * 
under arreftj and fliall bring liim to trial to anfwer for fo ex** 
traordinary a piece of conduft. 

Reinforcements come up fo exti'emely flow, that 1 am, 
afraid 1 ihall be left without any men before they arrive. The 
enemy muft be ignorant of oiir numbers^ or they have not 
horfes to move their artillery, or they woiild not fuffer uS to 
r^aain undifturbed, I have repeatedly wiote to' all the re* 
CFuiting officers, to forward on their men as faft as they could* 
arm and clothe them: but they are fo extremely averfc tp 
turning out of comfortable quarters, that I cannot get a man 
to come near me^ though I hear from all pajts that the re-* 
cruittng fervice goes on with great fuccefs. It woiild be well 
if the board of war, in whofe depaitme^t it is, would itfue 
*^v .'.■■: ^ ..' . C a orders 
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orders for all oiBcers to equip and forward their recmks to 
.head-quarters with the greateft expedition. 

'By a rclolvc of Congrefs pafled fome time ago, general 
Schuyler is dircfted to appty to me for ninety-four tons of 
powder, — a quantity which it is impoffible I fhould have by 
me, and for which I do not know where to dire(ft him to ap- 
ply. I could wilh that returns were made to .me of the 
quantity of powder on hand, and where it is to be found, 
that I may not be at a lofs at any time of emergency. 

Since the refignation of colonel Reed, the important; office 
.of adjutant-general has been left unfilled (I mean as to a 
principal), and I am much at a lofs how or where to find a 
perfon in every way capable and proper to execute the office. 
My inclinations lead me to confer the appointment; upon a 
major Morris : but ample teflimonials iliould be pr^^duced, 
and full proof of fidelity ought to be made, before an, office 
of fo high trufl: fliould be conferred upon ^a perfon in a ixmn- 
ner a ftranger to me. I only know major Morris fi-om a 
jQiort perfonal acquaintance, and from report: he never ?:ven 
brought a letter of recommendation to me. From his conver- 
sation and from the accounts I have received from others^ 
he is a man of conlidcrablc military abilities ; and, from 
his behavior in two inflances, he is a man of bravery a^jd 
conducl. His ftory is limply this,— that he left the Britifh 
fervice in dii'guil: upon not receiving a promotion to which 
he was juiliy entitled. Perhaps fome gentlemen of Congrefs 
may know more about him, or may be able to make fuch la- 
quirlcs a6 might fatisfy thein as to the fafety and propriety pf 
appointing him. I have no other motive for wifhing him a 
preference than that I think him the propercft perfion thatha* 
come under my notice, provided all matters before mention- 
ed were cleared up. — I ihall wait the refult of a determina- 
tion of Congrefs before I proceed .further in. this appoint- 
ment : and I wilh to be favored with their advice as fpeedily 
as poflible ; for the remains of the old army is much difar- 
. Ti^nged for 'Want of a good adjutant-general* and th^e fonna- 

tioa 
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tioa of the new in a great eneafure depends upon an able of- 
ficer in that line, — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



• Sl8.> Head'Quai'ters^Jlforri/ltwrty Jan, ^l, IJJJ. 

I Have none of your favors un-anfwered at prefent. — 
There is fuch a demand upon me from all quarters for money, 
which I am unable to anfvvcr, that I cannot help again 
preffing you to fend on a fupply. The recruiting fervice is al- 
mbft at a ftop here for want of money -, and governor Trumbull 
writes me word that it is totally fo in ConnetSicut. He adds 
that their loan-officers cannot proceed in their hufinefs for 
want of proper c)ieck-books and notes ; but that, if they 
were furnifhed with them, they could foon .take in a fuffi- 
cient Quantity to anfvver their purpofes. 

I (hall be glad to be informed whether I have a right tp' 
di*arw warrants upon the loan-officers in the different ftates. 
^-^The flate of Connedlicut advanced colonel Sheldon, at my 
re^ueft, ten thoufand pounds lawful, to raife his regiment of 
horfe. For their reimburfement they defired me to give them 

' a dt*aught upon the loan-office: but, not knowing whether 
I had a right to draw upon that fund, I deferred it till I heard 
from you. 

I muft beg you to write to the affemblies of the different 

'ftates, and infill upon their paffing a law to inflift a fevere 

* and heavy penalty upon thofc who harbor defeiters, know- 
ing tliem to be fuch. Our army'is (hamefuUy reduced by 
defertion; and, except the people in the country can bq 
forced to give information when deferters return to their old 
neighborhoods, we fhall be obliged to detach one half of 
the army to bring back the other. 

I have a letter from general Heath, of the twenty-fourtfi 
inflraot.' He was at and near Kingftridge with his army. I 

•'da not' find that he is likely to do more than to draw the at- 
tention of the enemy that way^ and to cut them off from fo- 

^xage, -of which they are in great wjant.— The troops had not 
' • C 3 returned 
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returned from Rhode-Mand, by the laft accounts, but were 
daily exp!e<5ed.rT-I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



^IHj Head-Quarters^ Morrijlown^ Feb* 5, 1777. 

I AM honored with ,yours of the twenty-fourth of 
January, wirfi fundry refolves of Congrefs, and a petition of 
monfieur Pellifier's inclofed, I am pot the ^ro^tr [f erf on\ to re- 
fer the petition to, as I am no judge of his merit as an engineer, 
having never had anopportimity of feeing any of his perform- 
ances. At any r^te I do not fee the rie<!:effity of appointing him 
or any other perfon principal engineer at Ticonderoga : fof 
that would exclude any other, though of fuperior abilities, 
from being fent there, Befides, as a corps of engineers will 
in all probability be foon eftablifhcd, monfieur Pellifieir'^s 
Tank can then, be fettled with more prppriety. 

I forgot to mention in any of my former letters diat I had 
appointed captain Nathaniel Gueft of Virginia to the com- 
mand of a regiment to be raifed upon the frontiers of Virgi- 
. jaia and Carolina ; and I have direfted him, if poffible, to 
bring a cpmpany or two of Cherokee Indians, If they cai^ 
be procured, they will anfwertwo valuable purpofes,— one, 
as excellent fcouts,— the other that they will be in fadl hof- 
tages, and will fecure thp good behavior of their nation. 

Major Bland, commandant of the Virginia horfe, has de- 
fired \o ]cnow whether tl^ere is not a neceflity of giving a 
bouiity an4 rcrenlifting his regiment as continental troops. 
They wereenlifted to ferye in the colony ; and the men were 
with fome difficulty prevailed upon to march hither : but the 
m?jor thinks they would t)^ entirely reconciled upo^ receiv-, 
jiig the bounty. 

I received a letter froixi .Mr. Chafe, defiring I would ap- 
point proper perfons to make inquiry into and take depofl-, 
tiorie concerning the behavior of the Britifli and foreign 
troops in Jeifey, This would be an Qfidlefs tafk, as thei^ 
line of marcl) is marked with devaftation, and is a thing of 
fucb public notoriety that it deniands no further proof. 

Iremon] 
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r remonftrated with general Howe upon the treatment of 
our wounded at Pripceton. You will fee by the inclofed 
letter from him, that he difavows and detefts the proceed- 
ing : but I fear that top much encouragement is given to 
fuch barbarous behavior by the Britifti officers ; for, in a 
late Ikirmifh in which fir William Erikine commanded, 
lieutenant Kelly of the fifth ^^irginia regiment was lliglitly 
wounded intliediigh ; but, before he could get off the field, 
he was overtaken and murdered in a moft cruel manner, ^ 
General Stephen informed me that he would write to fir 
William, and inform him, that, unlefs fuch pra<9:ices were 
put aft6p to, our foldiers would not be reflrained from making 
retaliation. 

By a letter from general Heath, of the thirtieth of lail 
month, I find that he had decamped from the neighbor- 
hood of Kingfb ridge, and removed back towards the White- 
Plains. His reafons for doing fo were tliat the troops coukl 
not ftand the inclemency of the weather, and that he 
feared the troops expefted from Rhode-Ifland would land 
upon his back. I have however directed him to leave a body 
of light troops under an aftive officer, in order to harrafs- 
their foraging parties, and to cover our own who are to rb- 
move as much of the forage from Wefl»Chefter county as 
they can ; and, after leaWng as many men as will fecure the 
pafles in the Highlands, the remainder are to be fent ovfer 
here to join me ; for I am apprehenfive that the enemy are 
reinforcing themfelvoB at Brunfwic. • ' . 

I fliall to-morrow fend out parties from every quafter,^ to 
remove all the waggons, horfes, cattle and ihfsep; or as tna* 
ny as poffible, from the neighborhood of the enemy*s lines. 
They are to attend particularly to the horfes : for if wc can 
reduce thofe that they at prefent have, and can hiftder ttan 
from getting frefh ones from the adjacent 'country, it w81 be 
impoffible for them to move their artillery and waggons fqr- 
ward,^ flioul4 they incline to make anorher pufh towaixj* 
Philadelphia, . . . .:! 

C 4 I obfcrvq 
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I obfcrve by your laft rcfolves that die miliria of Baltimore, 
Harford, and Cecil counties in Maryland, are ordered out 
and to march this way. Let me entreat you to fufFer none 
to go forward to Philadelphia but what are equipped with 
arms, accoutrements and blankets: they hurt the fervice 
much by taking thofe things only for a fliort time from the 
continental troops, many of whom would othcrwife be ena- 
bled to take the field. 

The fecretary of the board of war has tranfmittcd me ex- 
trafts of general Schuyler's letters, in which he calls pret- 
fingly for fom© general officers to be fent to his affiftancc. 
This will fhcw you tlic neceflity of immediutely making the 
promotions recommended in mine of the iwcnty-fecond of ^ 
January ; for at prefent I cannot fpare a general officer from 
this quarter without injuring the fervice. 

Nothing of confequence has happened fince I wrote to 
you laft, except a fkirmifh on the firft of this month, five 
or fix miles fiom Brunfwic-landing, between our advanced 
parties (about fevcn hundred in the whole) and upwards of 
twothoufand of the enemy, under fir William Erfkine. The 
heat of the engagement was [borne by] colonel Scott of thfe 
fifth Virginia regiment, who, with about a hundred men, 
beat back two hundred of the Britiih grenadiers. Several 
other officers behaved with great fpirit ; but there is fome 
veafon to fufpedl that colonel * * *, who commanded our 
main body, did not behave altogether as he ought. I have 
ordered a court upon him, that the mattef may be fairly 
canvaffed, and that he may ftand condemned or acquitted by 
the evidence of thofe who were prefent. 

fyolonel * * *, who was under arreft upon a charge of 
cowardice, broke his parole and went over to Bucks-coun- 
ty, I fuppofe with an intent to make his efcape; but I dif- 
p^itched a troop of light-horfe after him, who brought him 
back ycfterday ; and he is to take his trial on friday. 

The fmall-pox has made fuch head in every quarter, that 
I fihd it in^poffible to keep it from fpreading through the 
'' whole 
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whole army in- the natural way, I have therefore detennhied^ 
not only to inoculate ail the n-oops now here that have not: 
had it, but iliall order doctor Siiippen to inocuLite the re- 
cruits as faft as they come in to Philadelphia.- They will 
lofc no time, becaufe they will go througli the difordcr while 
their clothing, ahns aiid accoutrements aj e getting ready. 

From the iirft inftitution of civil government, it has beea 
the national policy of every precedent ftate to endeavor to 
engage its members to the difcharge of their public duty by 
the obligation of fome oath ; its force and happy influence 
has been felt? in too many inftances, to need any arguments 
to fupport the policy or prove its utility. I have often thought 
the ftates have been too negligent in this particular, and aiii: 
more fully convinced of it from the efFccl general Howe's 
excurfron has produced in New-Jerfey. — An oath is the 
only fubftitute that can be adopted, to fupply the defect of 
principle. — By our inattention in this article, we lofe a coxi- 
fiderable cement to our own force, and give the enemy an 
opportunity to make the firft tender of the oath of allegiancb 
to the king. Its baneful influence is but too feverely felt at 
this time. The people generally confefs they were compelled 
to take protedlion, and fubfcribe the Declaration : yet it fur- 
nifhes many with arguments to refufe taking any adive partt 
and further they allege tliemfelves bound to a neutrality at 
feaft. Many confcientious people who were well-wifhers to 
the caufe, had they been bound to the ftates by an oath, 
would have fullered any puriifliment rather than have taken 
the oath of allegiance to the king ; and are now loft'to our 
intereft for want of this neceflary tie. — Notwithftanding the 
obhgatioii of tho ^Jfociation, they do not conceive it to have 
the fame effciS as an oatli. — The more united the inhabitants 
appeaf, the greater difficulty general Howe will have in re- 
cbnciling them to regal government, and confequently the 
lefspope of conquering them. — For thefe rcafons' and many 
more that might be urged, I ftiould ftrongly rec^ommbid 
every ftate t^.fix upon fome oath or affirmation of allegiante 
2 to 
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to be tendered to all the inhabitants without exception, and 
to outlaw thofe that refulc it. 

I have the honor to be, Sec. - G. W, 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Morrijiowriy Teh. II, 1777. 

I was yefterday waited upon by two French gentle- 
men, monfieur Romand de Lifle, and Robillard. The firft 
produced a commiflion figned by you in November laft, ap- 
pointing him a major of artillery : but, by the inclofed letter 
from him to me, he claims much higher rank under the 
promife of Congrefs,— that of commandant of the continen- 
tal artillery. — Whether any fuch promife was made, I leave 
you to determine. 

Robillard claims a captaincy of artillery : but, upon what 
he grounds his pretenfions, I do not know. I never faw 
him but once before ; and that was upon his way from Bofr 
ton to Philadelphia. 

You cannot conceive what a weight thefe kind of people 
are upon the fervicc, and upon me in particular. Few pf 
them have any knowledge of the branches which they pro- 
fefs to undcrfland ; and thofe that have are entirely ufelefs 
as officers, from their ignorance of the Englifh language. 
— I wilh it were pofTible to make tfcem underftand, when 
commiffioiis are granted to them, that they are to make 
themfelvcs mafiers of the Englifli language in fbme degree 
before tlicy can be attached to any particular corps. 

I am, lir, * with the greateft refpeft', &g. G, W4 



Sir, Hcad-Qiiartersy Mofriflown^ Feb. 14, 1777. 

SINCE I had- the honor of addrefnng you on the 
fifth inilant, no event of an important and interefting nature 
has occurred, unlefs the fucceffes of our parties in foraging 
and bringing oflF feverai horfcs, waggops, and fome fat cat- 

"* ■ ti<j 
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tie and fli^ep, which were contiguous to and around the 
enemy's lines, are coniidered as fuch. I then mentioned 
tliat I had fuch a fcheme in contemplation, which was hap- 
pily accompliiheJ the next day without any lofs. The ene- 
my in turn have made frequent efforts in that way, but with 
little fuccefs. Whenever they made the attempf, it never 
failed to produce a fldrmilh. They have been common 
of late, but with Httle damage to cither fide. 

We have certain intelligence that they have drawn the 
greateft part of their troops from Rhode-Ifland, and are told 
that part of them have landed on Staren-Ifland and at Am- 
boy, "With a view of augmenting their force at Brunfwic. 

Colonel * * *, agreeable.to the information contained in 
my laft, has been tried by a couft-martial, and cafliiered. 
The proceedings and fentence I dire6led to be tranfmitted to 
^e fecretary of the war-oiEce, and to the printers of this 
flate; and Virginia, to be publiflied. 

General Lincoln is juft arrived with a regiment of Mafla* 
chufetts militia, about two hundred and fifty. This, he fays, 
is fucceeded by three more, which will make in the v>hoIe 
pear eighteen hundred : but in this I think he muft be mif- 
taken, unlefs thofe on the march are much fuller and larger 
than what they ufually are. The whole arc of the troops 
that were with general Heath. 

General Knox, by a letter of the firft inftant, informs mc, 
that, on mature inquiry and examination, he finds Spring-^ 
field to be more convenient and much better calculated for 
an elaboratory and cannon-foundery, than any other part of 
the New-England ftates. He adds that a quantity of copper, 
tin, and otlier ufeful materials, can be had there ; and that 
the necefTary works and preparations, from thefc and othcir 
advantages, can be accompli (hcd at lead diree or four months 
fooner there than any where clfe. In confequence of his 
opinion, . which I eftcem of weight, particularly in this in- 
ftance, — and knowing the importance of, and how eflential 
thefe^eflablifhments arc,-^I have ventured to order the works 

to 
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to be begun there, "'iS'ilhout regard to what had been done at 
Brooklield, which was of but little confequence. The fotr 
roer, befides th'^ many advantages mentioned by general Knox 
ftands on Conne£licut-river^ and has a good navigation : vet 
is entirely fee u re again il any attempts of the enemy, being 
twenty miles above Hartford, where the river is narrow* 
and too fhoal to admit vcflels that can give the leaft "annoy- 
ance. — As nothing but the gocd of the fervice could have 
led' to this meafure, I truft it will be approved.. 

I have wrote to the affembly of Maffachufetts ftate and the 
convention of New-Ham pflii re, requefting their good of- 
fices and exertions to promote the railing of their regiments 
as cxpeditipufly as poffihle, and to forward the whole of the 
quotas firft cxacSted from them, to Ticonderoga. Theij* 
contiguity to that poft more than to any other,— *the import-' 
ance of it, and general Schuyler's apprehenfions that tlie 
enemy may attempt to pafs the lake (if nbt on the ice) as 
fooaasit is open,— added to the great trouble, expenfe, and 
lofs of time it will fave in marching them elfewhere, and 
others there who are much more diftant and remote, — induced 
me to determine fo. I find the council of the fonner, on gCr 
. neral Schuyler's earned appUcation, before my letter reachecj 
them, had determined to lend four regiments as foon as they 
could be completed. I only wilh the whole may be made 
up in a (hort time, and that their arrival may be early e- 
nough to prevent thofe inconveniences and fatal confequences ' 
which; tliC want of a fufficient force in that quarter would 
i*ubje£l us to,-, were the enemv to pafs the lakes at this 
time. 

Mr. James Mcafc is now here in confequence of bein^ ap^ , 
pointed clothier-generaL Hd is adjufting apian for anfwerr 
ing:t}iecnd of his appointment, and making an eftimate, to 
be laid before Congrcfs- or their fecret committee, of fuch 
. clothes.'as raav be neccffary to import for the army; 

. It is vvith much concern that .the fituation of our afFairg 
:j&hliges. mcvto ^incnuott io frei]ucntly the want; of moneys- efr 
• . peciallv , 

& : 
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pecially wherv I am perfiiaded every me^ns are iifcd to fur- 
nifc it# Our diftrefs on'thls account is great indeed; and 
the injury the fcrvice receives, almoft inconceivable :^— not a 
day,- an hour, or fcarceiv a minute palTes, without complaints 
and applications on this head. The recruiting the regimenta- 
ls mod materially retarded hy it. 

. Ten o'clock^ P, M, — ^Juft now a flag returned, that went 
fo Brmifwic to-day, who brou2:ht the kiclofed letters from 
general Lee, which I do myfeif the honor to tranfmit you, 
-vritb a copy of one to myfeif. 

I have.Jthe honor to be, 6cc, G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Morrijioiimy Feb. 14, 17.77. 

I DO myfeif the honor to inclofe you a plan drawn 
up by dodlor Shippen in concert with doftor Cochran, for 
die arrangement and future regulation of the general hofpi- 
'tal. As this plan is very extenfive, the appointments nume- 
rous, and the falaries aflGxed to them at prefent, large, I did 
not think myfeif at liberty to adopt any part of it before I 
laid it before Cohgrefs for their approbation. I will juft re- 
mark, that, though the expenfe attending an hofpital upon 
the inclofed plan will be very great; it will in the end not 
only be a faving to the public, but the only poiEble method 
of keeping an army a-foot. 

\ We are now, at an enormous bounty, and with no fmall 
difficulty, recruiting an army of upwards of a hundred ba- 
tallions* The enfuing campaign may, from the fame caufes, 
prove as fickly as the laft : and if the hofpitals are in no better 
condition for the reception of the fick, our regiments will be 
reduced to companies by the end of the campaign ; and thofe 
poor wretches who cfcape with life will be either fcattered 
up and down the country, and not to be found, or, if found, 
totally enervated and unfit for further duty. By thefe means 
not only the bounty is loft, but tke man is loft alfo: and I 
kavc you to judge whether we have men enough to allow of 
' , ' fuch 
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fuch a confumptlon of lives and coiiftitutions a9 have been loft 
the lail campaign. For my own part I am certain, that, if 
the army which I hope we ihall have in the field this year is 
fuffbred to moulder away by iicknefs as it did die lad, wa 
inuft look for reinforcements to fome other places than our 
own ftates. 

The number of officers mentioned in the inclofed plan I 
prefume are neceffary for us, becaufe they are found ib in 
the Biitifh hofpitals : and, as they are eflabliihed upon tliefur-* 
eft bafis, — that of long experience under the ahleft phyficlans 
and furgeons, — we fhould not befitate a moment in adopting 
their regulations, when they fo plainly tend to correft and 
improve our former want of method and knowledge in thi$ 
important department. 

The pay affixed to the different appointments is, as I 
faid before, gre^t, and perhaps more than you may think 
adequate to the fervice. In determining upon the fujn tha,t 
is to be allowed to each, you ought to conlider that it (houl4 
be fuch as will induce gentlemen of charafler and Ikill in 
their profeffion to ftep forth, and in Tome manner adequate 
to the practice which they have at home : for, uulefs fuch 
gentlemen are induced to undertake the care and manage- 
ment of our hofpitals, we had better truft to the force of na- 
ture and conftitution, than fufrer perfons entirely igporant 
of medicine to deftroy us by ill-direfted applications. 

I hear from every quarter that the dread of undergoing the 
fame miferies for want of proper care and attention when 
fick has much retarded the new enliflments, particularly to 
the fouthward. This is another reafon for eftablifliing our 
hoi'pitals upon a large and generous plan : for wc ought to 
make the fervice as agreeable and enticing as poffiblc to the 
foldicry, many of whom (efpccially when w^e call forth th& 
militia) not only quir the comforts but the luxuries of life. 

A few days ago do£tor * '^ * fent me the inclofed ma- 
nyfcript, which is a vindication of his conduit, upon which;' 
he deUres d, court of inquiry may be held* . I tranfmit it to 
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you by his dii-e<5tion. As I do not know what particular 
charges were alleged agaihft him, 1 can fay nothing to it or 
about it. You will tind a plan of his alfo inclofcd, for the 
better regulation of the hofpital : but I think all his hints arc 
included in do(9:or Shippen's plan. 

As no time is to be loft in appointing the necefTary oflScei^, 
jflxing upon the proper places for hofpitals, and many otlier 
preparations, I could wifh that Congrefs would take this 
matter under their immediate confideration, and favor me 
widi their fentiments thereon as foon as pofCble. 
. I have the honor to be, &c. . G. W. 



Sir, Head-QuarterSy Momjlown^ Feh* 20, I777» 

THE principal defign of this is to inform you that 
we have ftrong reafons to believe that the enemy are on the 
point of making fome pufli. What their obje6l is, — ^whether 
to beat up our quarters and to extend their own, to' make a 
large forage and colle^flion of provender of which they are 
in great want, or to turn their views towards the Dela- 
ware, — is a matter of uncertainty : but it feems probable that 
one of thefe things they have in contemplation. Such of their 
troops as have returned from Rhode-liland have landed at 
Atnboy, and, with them, feveral pieces of heavy artillery. 
General Howe is come over too, and, it is faid, lord Percy. 
Their number at Brunfwic and the landing-place, before the 
arrival of this' laft ireinforcement, was eftimated from feven \o 
eight thoufand. 

I have ordered the utmoft vigilance and attention to be ob- 
ferved at our feveral pofts, to guard againft fnrprifes, and 
every preparation to be made that the weak and feeble ftatc 
of -our little army will admit of. At this time we are only 
^bout four thoufand ftrong, — a force, you will fuppofe, un- 
equal to a fuccefsful oppofition, if they were not mihtia, and 

■far too fmall for the exigencies of our affairs. It is impoffi- 
kle.to obtain exa(5t returns, though they are daily called 

I . 8 for. 
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for, — owing to tlie frequent and almofl conftant dq)aTture of 
foine of the corps, ' . 

Colonel Nielfon of Brunfwic, with a detachment of miKtia, 
on tlie morning of tlie dghtccnth, furprifcd major Stockdorfr 
whom he took with fi fly-nine privates of general Skmner'* 
crorps, killing four, and bringing away the arms of the wholc^ 
widi fome blankets. This about balances the lofs of a 
liiilitia guard which a party of Britifli troops took lafl wedc 
In Monmotiih, near the Hook. 

I wiih to he informed how the regiments that are mrfing 
are to be armed, and of the provifion that has been mado for 
the fame. I have reafon to fear, indeed I am convinced, that 
tlicrc is a great deficiency in many, if not in the whole of the 
flates, in this article : every letter that I receive from them 
mentions their want, and calls for fupplies. ■ 

I have tlie honor to be, ^c. G.W*. 



Sir, Head-Quartersy Morrijiown^ Feb. 20, i*J7f*^ 

MONSIEUR Faneuil, who fome time ago laid a plan 
before you for railing and officering a corps of Frcnch*» 
men, waited upon me yefterday. His fuccefs, as I expefted^ 
has been fmall in enlilling or rather engaging Canadians. l\ 
cannot find that he has met with more than thirty or forty 
who would be willing to ferve with him. He' is now upon 
another fcheme, — that of raJfrng, arming, and clothing n 
number of men in the French iflands. - To grant a commif. ' 
fioiTi. of that kind is without the extent of my powers, and i ' 
have therefore dcfired him to go forward, and lay his propo^ 
fals before Congrcfs. If they appear feafible, they may be 
adopted : but I would beg leave, to obferve that one prccku* 
tion will be necefiary, that is, that the commiiKons of mon- 
iicur Faneuil and his oilicers fhould depend upon the perw 
formanceof their agreement for railing any certain number 
of men. 

I have often fnentioned to you the diflrefs I am every nq»# 

and 
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lad dien laid uader by the application of French officers for 
commifflons in our fervice. This evil, if I may call it fo, is 
a:growiQg.one r for, from what I Jearn, they are coming in 
fwantis from did France and the iflands. There will there- 
fore be a neceffity of providing for them or difcountenancing 
dfeem. ' To do the firft is difficult ; and the laft, difagreeable^ 
and perhaps impolitic if they are men of merit : — and it is 
impoffibie to diftinguifti thefe from mere adventurers, of 
whom, I am convinced, there arc the greateft number. They 
feldom bring more than a commifGon and paflport, which, we 
kddW^ may belong to a bad as Well as a good officer. 

. Their ignorance of our language, and their inability to re- 
cmic men, are uniiirmountable obftacles to their being in- 
grafted into o& continental batallions : for our officers, who 
hfwe raifed their men,.and have ferved through the war upon 
pay tl^ has hitherto not borne their expenfes, would be dif- 
gufted if foreigners were put over their heads :— and I affure 
you, few or none of thefe gentlemen look lower than field- 
officers' commiffions. To give them all brevets, by which 
Aeyhave rank and draw pay without doing any fervice, is 
faddUiig the C0ntinent with a vaft expenfe : and to form them 
io|to corps, would be only eflablifhing corps of officers ; for, 
as I iaid befinre, tbey cannot poffibly raife any men. 

.So^ie general mode of difpofmg of them mud be adopted ; 
for k is uegeaierous to keep tbem in fufpenfe, and at great 
cjiarge: to; chemfelves : but I am at a lofs how to point out 
tbis moder— Scppofe they were told in general, that no man 
cpoU ^.obtaio. a commiffion, except he could raife a num- 
ber .i)fiximi in proportion to his rank* This would etFeftu- 
aily 4pp .the mouths of common appliers, and would leave 
usat.lib^ty.tomake provifion for gentlemen of undoubted 

milituy chara^Sier and merit, who would be very ufeful to us 

as fooQ as they. Acquired our language. 
If yoD approve of this, or can think of any better method,. 

he pleafed to inform me as foon as you poffibly can : for, if 

^Y<^t. 11. ' • D I had 
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I bad a deciiive anfwer to give dicm, it would not only &re « 
me much trouble, but mucb time, which I am now obliged to^ ^ 
beftow in hearing their different pretenfions to meritf and 
their expcAations thereupon. 

I inciofe you the papers which moafleur Faneuil ori^al^ 
ly laid before the council of Ma£achufetts : they may be of 
ufe if you enter into a negotiation with hinu 

I Ijaye the honor to be, &c. G.. Wt- 



Sjr-, Head-Quarters^ Morrijlowftf Feb. 23,. 1777V 

CONGRESS having fefolved diat fevcral regwncHts 
w^iavalry fhould be raiibd to form a part of theip afmy, 1/ 
hcg leave, through you, to lay before them the inclofed lift of ; 
officers which appear neceSary to be appointed to each corps^- 
and which they will be plea fed to eftablifh. At the £9tme. 
time r fhould fuppofe i^ highly expedient, to fix. their pay anAj: 
that of the privates. There is now one regiment in fervice^ 
and' three more recruiting : this makes it indifpenfably neceiV ; 
fary that it ihould be done. Applications are conftantly 
making,, to know what the pay is, and objections raifed^ 
againft the fervice for want of due infonnation*- 

I have tranfaiiitcd a lift of fuch pay as^eemedta be thought 
rK^afonable for part, of tlie oflScers to receive when colonel 
Sheldon's regiment was^diKedted to be levied, and a copy of - 
the memorandum made at that time- This,,aok>nel Sheldon. 
conceited, would not be more than, adequate ta their fervices^ 
trouble^and expenfe, and which in^fome degree* was founded. •''. 
on tlie opinions of other gentlemen, of whom inqfiiry wa)&>r 
made upon the fubjeft.. I did not fix it in th« inftancei^' 
where it is fet down- with certainty, as the memorandum. 
will fhew. A criterion, by which I was alfo governed upoa 
that occafion, was the refolve appointing Mr. Sheldon lieu- 
tenant-colonel-commandant with the rank and pay of coloncL 
From thence I attempted to prpportioa thatoffome other of- 
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Cfcersfi— Upon the whole I think it fhould be fettled without 
. further loft of tirne^ and wilh the earlieft attention of Con- 
gttfs to ht had to it. 

Our delicate and truly critical lituatlon, for want of a flif- 
ficient forcfe to oppofe the enemy who are now' ready, ind^ 
before many dajrs elapfd, will take the field, induced me to 
cxpedl that the troops railing in the fouthern ftatesj and in-- 
' tended for this army^ would march in companies or half com-* 
panics as th^y were made up, without waiting for their regi- 
ments' to be complete. Policy ftrongly fuggefted the proprie- 
ty of the raeifiire, and I requefted iti but, to my great anxiety 
and furprife^ I am told that this line of conduft h totally neg- 
leftedj though a great number of recruits are a£lualVy engaged. 
Fmuft entreat Congrefs to interpofe again with their moil: 
pi^iBhg applications and t:dmmands that this expedient may 
be adopted without a moment's delay i No injury can re- 
fjlt from' it, becaufe a fufEcient number of proper officers 
can and milft be left, to recruit the corps to their fiill com- 
plement. 

Nor will my fears refpefling the Hate of our arms allow 
irie to he filent oh that head. Let the dates be urged to fend 
their men equipped with them and every other neccflfary, if 
poflible. I'know not what fupplies may be in "fiore elfe- 
where, or iri" the power of Congrefs : but they muft not de- 
pend upon' tlieir being fiirnilhed here with any, or but with 
vdty'feMf :— ho human prudence or precaution could fecure 
but a fmall part of thofe belonging to the public, and in 
the hands of the* foldiery, from being embezzled and carried 
oflT wheri'their'time of fervice expired ; lior can the fame 
abiifeisf Be reftriairied in the militia. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Morrijlown^ Feb. 28, 1777. 

NO miiltiry operation of any confequence has oc- 
curred fince I had the honor of writing to you lafl, except 

D 2 ^.Vvoc^ 
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that on funday I received information that the enemy wcte^. 
advancing in a manner and in numbers fo much greaten th»^n 
ufuai, that it looked like a prelude to an attack upon our 
pofts, which were immediately put in the bcft preparation to 
receive them. It turned out to be only a ftronger foraging, 
party than ufual. They were however oppofed in fo fpirk- 
ed a manner by our advanced parties, thattliey were checkQc], 
and retired in the afternoon towards Amboy, from whence 
thty came. Their lofs in the courfe of the day, from the 
bed accounts I can get, amounts to about one hundred in 
kilied, wounded, prifoners, and deferters. Some people,,who 
were near the fcene of adlion, and who have picked up, ^- 
counts from thofe who have fmce been in Amboy, arefan- 
guinc enough to fuppofe that diey loft five hundred altoge- 
ther : but of this I have no conception. -^Our lofs was only 
two killed and ten wounded. 

I was in hopes, that, by die time the militia who are now 
in fervice would be difcharged, we fhpuld have a confidei- 
able number of the new levies in the field : but, tliough I have 
reports from all quarters of the great fuccefs of recruiting, I 
cannot get a man of them into fervice. General Johnfon's 
militia all go the fifth of March (many are gone already), . 
and general Lincoln's on the fifteenth. Thefe two bodies 
form fo confiderable a part of our force, that, unlefe they are 
replaced, I fhali be left in a manner deftitute : for I have no 
great Jiopes of feeing an equal number of continental troops 
by that time. 

I have wrote to Pennfyl-vania, to endeavor to get a rein- 
forcement of militia from thence; and I am told the n>ilitia 
from the counties of Baltimore, Hartford, and Cecil, in Ma- 
ryland, are on their march : but as I have It not from any au- 
thority, I know, not when to expe6l them, or in what num- 
bers. They are about paffing a militia-law in this ftate, 
which may perhaps have fome etfe£l : but at prefent they 
are under no regulation at all. 

I have in my late letters recommended feveral things to 

your 
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■your cohfideration, particularly that of a promotion of ge- 
neral officers. The very well-being of the new army de- 
pends upon its being done fpeedily. Not only this, but we 
' are now fuffering for want of brigadiers. General Schuyler 
has. wrote Tiioft preffingly for the affiftance of general officers ; 
artd I have none to fend him without injuring the fervice in 
this quarter. — ^The hofpital plan too requires an anfwer, as 
nothing can be done in the nomination of the proper officers 
till I have your determination.-— There are feveral other mat* 
ters of confequence before you, to which I am waiting your 
anfwers before I can proceed upon the refpedlive points to 
which they refer. 

Inclofed you have a letter from the widow of a brave of- 
ficer who was killed at Princeton. If any provifion is made, 
I do not recolle€t what it is : if there is any, pleafe to inform 
^n'e : if there is not, I can venture to recommend her as a pro- 
per obje6l> to make fome reparation for her great lofs. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Mine of the twentieth mentioned that lord Percy had 
arrived with the troops from Rhode-lfland : but I find he re- 
mains there. By fome gentlemen juft arrived from Bofton, 
dodlor Franklin's arrival in France is mentioned witli cer- 
tainty. A ihip come to Salem brings the intelligence, the 
captain of which fays the doftor had got in five days before 
his departure ; alfo that captain Weeks made two prizes in 
his paflage, and they were condemned and fold at BordeauXf 



Sir, Head'QuarttrSy Monijiown^ March i, i777. 

I WAS this evening honored with your favor of the 
twenty-third ultimo, accompanied by fundry proceedings of 
Congrefs. Thofe refpe£ting general Lee, and which prefcribe 
the treatment of lieutenant-colonel Campbell and the five 
Heffian field-officers, are the caufe of this letter. 
Though I fincerely commiferate the misfortunes of general 
D 3 Lee, 
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JLec, and feci mqch for his prefent unhappy fituation, yet, 
with a|I pofTible deference to the opinion of Congrcfs, I fear 
that tiicfe refolutions would not have the defired cffefbi, — arc 
founded ju impolicy, — ^an(f will, if adhered to, produce con^ 
fequcnccs of an extenfive and melancholy nature. Retalia- 
tion is certainly juft, and fometimcs neceflary, even where 
attended with the feyercft penalties ; but, when the evil? which 
may and.muft refult from ite^cepd thofe intended to be redrcf- 
fed, prudence and po|icy require that It (hould be avoided.— 
Having premifcd thu$ much, I beg }eave exaniipe the juf- 
tice ^nd expediency of it in the iqftanccs nqw before us. 

From the beft information I have been able to obtain, ge- 
ne: al Lee's ufage has not been fo djfgr^ceful, and difhonor- 
aj^leas to autUorife tl^e treatment decreed to thofe gentlemen, 
was it not prohibited bymapy other important conGderatioiis. 
His continemcnf, I believe, has beeii more rigorous than has 
been ge|ierally experienced by the reft of our officers, Or 
tliofe of the enemy who have been in Qur pofleflion : but 
if the report? be true (received on that bead J, he has been 
provided with a decent apartment apd with moft things neccf- 
faiy to render him cpmfonable. This is not the cafe with 
one pf the officers comprehended in tl^e rqfolves, if hjs letter, 
of which a copy is tranffnitted, deferves your credit. Here 
fetal iatioo feems to have been prematurely begun ; or, tp 
fpeak with more propriety, fevcritjes have been and are exer- 
fifed to^vards colonel Campbell, potjuftified by anytliat gcr 
neral Lep has ypt received. 

In point of policy^ under the prefent fituation of pur af- 
fairs, thig.dgdtrine capnot be fuppoitei The balance of 
prifonei's is greatly againft us ; and a general regard to the 
liappineft of die whol^ {hpu^d mark our conduvSl. Gan we 
imagine that our enemies will nqt mete tlie fame punjfl^- 
p:ientSj th^ fame indignities, the fame cruelties, to thofe be- 
longing to tis^ in their pofleflion, that we.jmpofe on theirs iri 
pur power i Why ihould wc fuppofe {hem to poflef^ more 
|>ufpapi^y fbam vye have gurfelves*? or \vhy (hould an incf- 

fjitua^ 
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jfe<9:ual attempt to relieve the diftrcffes of one brave unfortu- 
nate man involve many more in the fame calamities ? . 
. H^vi^ever difagreeable the fad: may be, the enemy at this 
4time have in their power, and fubjed to their call, near three 
hundred o£Elcers belonging to the army of the United States. 
|n this number there are fome of high rank.; and moil of 
Ithem atternen of bravery and of merit. The ^uota of theirs in 
our hands bears no proportion, being noc more than £fty at 
mod. Under thefe circumftances we fhould certainly do no 
^ Co draw upon , the gentlemen belonging to us, and who 
Jiave already fuffered a long captivity, greater punifhnients 
jhaa they have and now experience. If we fhould, what 
-will theii^ feelings be, and th0fe:of their numerous and exten- 
£ve connexions ? — Suppofe the treatment prefcribed for the 
HeiffianB i^ould be purfued^ Y^ill it not eflabUih what the 
'Cnemy have been aiming to ef£e6l by every artifice and the 
|;roi{eft mifreprefentations,-^I mean, an opinion of ourennu« 
ly towards them, and of the cruel condudl they experience 
when they fall into our hands, — a prejudice which we on 
our part have heretofore thought it politic to fupprefs and to 
•root out by every aft of leuity.and of kindnefs ? — It certainly 
will i-r^iliQ Heflians would hear of the puuiihment with all 
die circumilances of herighteaed exaggeration,— would feel 
. the injury^ without aoyeiligating the caufe, or reafoning upon 
jthe juftice orjj^eflky of it. The mifchiefs, which may and 
^uuft inevitably flow from the execution of the refolves, ap* 
j)ear to be endlefs and innumerable. 

On my own part, I have been much craban-affed on the 
fubjedl of exchanges already. Applicatiooa ar^ 'daily made 
by both friends and enemies, to complete them as far as cir.* 
cumftanc^s of number and rank will apply. Some of the 
former have complained that a difcrimination is about to be 
adopted, perhaps injurious to their reputation, and certainly 
depriving them of their right of exchange in due cpurfe, as 
^fftabCihed upon the principles of equality piropofed laft year, 
?jpcedpd to ty both parties, and now fubfifting. Tlie lat- 

D 4 ter 



40 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

tex charge me with a breach of faith, and call upon me to 
perform the agreement. 

Many more obje£kions might be fubjoined, were they ma- 
terial: — I ftiall only obferve that the prefent ftate of our ar-^ 
my (if it deferves that name) will not authorife the language 
of retaliation or. the ftyk of menace. This will be conceded 
by all who know that the whole of oUr force is weak and 
trifling,, and compofed of militia (a very few regular troops 
excepted) whofefervice is on the eve of expiring. 

There are feveral other matters which might be mentioned 
tipon this fubje£l, would time and opportunity permit : but 
as they will not, I beg leave to refer you to colonel Walker^ 
who will deliver this, and give fatisfadilion to any inquiries 
that may be deemed neceflary.Perfuadingmyfelf thatCongrefs 
tvill indulge the liberty I have taken upon this occafion, I 
have only to wifh for the refult of their deliberations after 
they have reconfidered the rcfolves, and to affure 'them that 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W# 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Morrlftowriy March 6, 1777. 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit you the inclofed 
copy of a letter from general Lee, received by a flag on 
tuefday laft. You will perceive from thence his wifties and 
cxpedlations of feeing fome members of Congrefs in confe- 
quence of his letter upon that fubjeft. None of the pafTports 
which he mentions were fent out, though the letter came 
by general Howe's permifSon as the others did. I fhould be ' 
happy to rfelieve his anxiety as far as I couldj by fending in 
major Morris : but this I cannot do till a fafe-condudt is 
gran:ed. * 

The more I confider the refolves refpe6ling lieutenant -co- 
lonel Campbell and the Hefllaq officers, the more convinced 
I am of their .impolicy. The propofition made by Congrefs 
for th? cxcBange of prifoners, and which by their diredliori 
was tranfmkted to general Howe, was founded on. priftcfi 
• pies 
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pies of erjitality in ntimber and in rank. '"Vofti liencc'no de» 
mand, as a matter of right, can be made of general Lee's re- 
leafement for any ofEcer or number of officers of inferior rank: 
whatever is or might be done in fuch inllance, would be of 
favor and indulgence. The only cartel that now fiibfifts is- 
the one I have mentioned. This, fo far as it goes, is a bene- 
ficial one : it recognifes the rank of our officers, and infurex 
their difcharge from captivity whenever we are poffefled of a 
like number belonging to them, and of the fame rank. If 
on our part it ihould be violated, —if it is notobferved, — fure- 
Jy it will and muft ceafe to be obligatory on general Howe. 
What confequences may then enfue, I leave to your conjec- 
ture. 

If it be objefted that the above obfervations, and what f 
faid in my former letter, prove that no treatment received by ' 
our oflScers lliould be retaliated on theirs, — my anfwer is, that 
the proportion of officers in their hands is at leaft fix to one 
in ours. This confideration, fuppoling we had a right to 
demand general Lee's liberty, would be of great weight, and 
fufficient to prevent, in my opinion, the execution of the re- 
folves. — I have the honor to be, in hafte, your m oft obe- 
dient fervant, G, W, 



Sir, Head'QuarteifSy Morrift(m:n^ March 14, 1777. 

I WAS honored feveral days ago with your letter 
of the twenty-fifth ultimo, with its inclofures, the receipt 
of which was omitted to be acknowledged in my laft. 

Could I accompHfh the important objeiSls fo eagerly wifhed 
by Congrefe,— «' confining the enemy within their prefene 
quarters, — preventing their getting fupplies from the countrv, 
and totally fubduing them before they are remforced,'* — \ 
fhould be happy indeed. But what profpeft. or hope can 
there be of my effecting fo dcfirable a work at this time ? 
Tlic inclofed return, to which I folicit the moft ferious atten- 
tion of Congrefs, comprehends the whole force I have iit. 
I Jerfey* 
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Jerfcy. It is but a handful, and bean no proportion, on the 
fcale of numbers; to that of the enemy. Added to thiis, the 
major part is made up of militia. The nK>ft fanguine in 
fpeculation cannot <kem it oiore than adequate to the leail 
valuable piu*pofes of war. 

The reinforcements mentioned to be drawn from general 
Heath were merely ideal, — ipearly the whole of the caftern 
troops which were with him being here before. They were 
only engaged till to-day : and to-day they leave the camp* 
Their fcrvice has been of pretty long continuance, and aU 
jnoft the whole of the wintser months. What profpeft -there 
nuay be of immediate fuccour« from other quarters, I know 
not: but from the militia of this ftate I cannot expecSk ta dc*^ 
tivc much more aid. Thofc who are Well afft<5towl have been 
{o frequently called from their homes, that -they are tired out, 
. tnd ahnoft piofefs an abhorrence of the fervice: nor have I 
feeard as yet that any continental troops are on the way. I 
have wrote to the brigadiers-general in moft of the ftatcs 
upon tlK fiihjctSl, and alfo to the colonels, urging them by 
every motive to exert themfelves in filling the regiments, and 
to forward them on, 

I confefs, fir, 1 feci the moft painful anxiety when I re- 
ile£t on our fituarion and that of the enemy. Unlefs the 
levies arrive foon, wc muft, before it be long, experience ^ 
fomc interefting and melancholy event. I believe the enemy 
fcave fixed their, objcdl, and the execution will furely be at- 
tempted as foon as the roads are paffable. The unprepared 
ftate, in. which we are, favors all their defigns ; and it is 
much to.l>e wifhed that they may not fuccecd to their wann^ 
eft expe^atjons. 

On recurring to the late promotions of brigadiers, I 
find tlic a;unhcr appointed to be ihort of what I took the li- 
berty to recommend, and not competent ta the exigencies of 
the fervice,, fuppoiing jthc whole in office before, and thofe 
Jatcly created, confent to ad^ which I have reafonto believe 
-will, not be. the caie. I flialj only beg leave to lefer you to 
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Day foroier letters upon this fubjcdl, apd to affurp jou tlut 
many di£advaatages will refujit from not having a fufiicieut 
pumper of officers of this rank. We have always ^een de- 
ficient in thi§ inftance ; and certain I am that the fervice has 
been greatly injured by it, The proportion I mentioned was 
fqll ftnall, ^nd, in my opinion, fhould not be difpenfed. w'ith. 

I would alfo take the liberty of mentioning again (having 
received np anfwer upon the fubjecSt) that fettTing the hofpital 
plan and eftablifliment becomes njore, and more necpffary- 
}t is an obje(9t of infinite importance ; and the di$cuUies of 
doing it on a proper foundation will be great, if not ahnoH 
jnfurmountable, fhould it be deferred till the canapaigii 
ppens^ and the enemy begin their operations. Tlie benev 
fits of the inftitution will foon be known ;rr-tbe want was 
(cverely.felt in die courfe of the laft year. 

There is one thing more which claims, iiii n>y opinion, 
jhe earlieft, attention of Cpngrefs, — I mean the p^y of the re* 
gimentat (urgeons, and that of the mates. Thefe appoint- 
ments are fo efleqtial, that they cannot bf2 dope without. T|ic 
pay, in t^^e ftrft inftance, is fp low, fo Jnadecjuate to the fer- 
vices which fhould be performed, that no man fuftainingthe 
charadler of a gentleman, and who has the leaft medical a- 
bilities or ikill in the profeflion, caq think of accepting it ; 
that in the latter is fo paltry and trifling, that none, of the 
Jeaft geuerofity qf fentiment or pretenfions to merit, can 
confent to ack for it. In a word, thefe are inconveniences of 
an intereftipg nature : — they amount to an exclufioft of per- 
sons who could difcharge the duties of thofe offices ; and, if 
pot redreffed, there is not the fmallpft probability that any 
j:an be prevailed on to enter them again. 

There are foveral matters alfo which I referred to Congrefs 
fome time fince, and upop which I have not received the rc- 
fult of their deliberations, — One inquiry, about riie (late of 
arms apd ammunition, I am peculiarly anxious to be fatis- 
^ed in. 

f'rpin ih^ incopvepiences and injuries to the fervice of late 

lor 
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for want of money, I am indnced to requeft that die ftrlAcft 
regard fhould be had to farnrfliing the payniaftcr with con- 
ftant and fufiBcient fnpplies. On funday he received five huD» 
dred tboufand dollars, half of which is already expended, and 
the balance in a day or two will be entirely fwcpt away, 
without difchargihg the feveral claims. By his report, the 
commiflary here requires an immediate draught for a hun- 
dred thoufand ; and the militia returning and about to leave 
camp, a hundred and twenty thoufand more. The cxpenfe 
incurred by calling on them fo frequently is almoft inciedl- 
blc. Bcfides thefe, there are feveral arrears due to the old 
troops, and to mod of the general and llafF officers. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

I fully intended to tranfniit you a general return, btit 
am not able to make it out with precifion. However, frbra 
the moft accurate ellimate that I can form, the whole of 
our numbers in Jerfey, fit for duty at this time, is under 
three thoufand. Thefe (nine hundred and eighty-one excepted) 
are militia, and ftand engaged only till the laft of this month. 
The, troops under inoculation, including their attendant^;, 
amouat to about one thoufand. 



Sir, Head'QuarterSj Morriflowny March \%y 1 777* 

THE difficulty if not impoffibilitj' of giving Congreft 
a juft idea of our fituation (and of feveral other important 
matters requiring their earlieft attention) by letter, has in- 
duced me to prevail on major-general Greene to wait upon 
tbem for that purpofe. This gentleman is fo much in my 
confidence, fo intimately acquainted with my ideas>— ^with 
'our flrength and our weakncffes,— with every thing refpeft- 
ing the army,^^that I have thought it unneceffary to parti-% 
cularifc or prefcribe any certain line of duty or inquiries for 
him. I fhall only fay, from the rank beholds as an able 
zrnd good officer in the eftimation of all who know him, he 
dcl'erves-the greateft refpeft ; and much regard is due to his 
• * opinionsi 
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0|>kiions in die line of his profeffion* He has upon his mind , 
fuch matters as appear to me moft material to be immediate- 
ly confidered of; and many more will probably arife during 
the intercourfe you may think prpper to honor him with ; 
-r-on all which I wiih to have the fenfe of Congrefs, and the . 
refult of fuch deliberations as may be formed thereupon* 

I have indofed an extradl of a letter received yefterday 
from governor Trumbull^ with a copy of one intercepted^ 
going from the late governor Wentworth to his fifter. The 
information contained in the latter, if true, is important 
and interefting : how.far it is to be relied on» 1 cani>ot deter^ 
mine : but there can be no doubt of the Britifli court's flrain- 
ing every nerve and intereft at home and abroad, to bend us 
t9 their * * * yoke. 

I have the honor, to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Morrijiown^ March 21, 1777. 

• I WAS laft night honored with your letter of tlie 
fcventeenth inftant, covering fundry refolutions of Congrcfs, 
which fhall have my attention. 

Having charged major-general Greene, who will probably 

be in Philadelphia to-day, with fuch matters as I wiflied to 

i^fer. to the confideration of Congrefs, I have notliing to 

trouble ^em with at this time, or material* to inform rhcm q^, 

. I have the. honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sib., Heaa^Qjiarters^ Morrijlown, March 23, 1777. 

COLONEL Palfrey, having exprefled a defirc to. 
Kettle dbe accounts of his office to this time» has obtained my 
permifBon to repair to Philadelphia, and now waits on Con-- 
gEsefs with his books and vouchers, hoping that a comiiiittee 
will be appointed to examine and adjufl the fame. 

The diCadyantages which have arifen to the feivice, and 

which have been feverely felt, for want of xondant fupplies in 

. . thQ 
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the military cheft, arc almbft incredible, and are not to bd 
defcribed but with great difficulty to thofe who are not im- 
mediately in the army, and privy to the frequent and impor- 
tt!nate applications that arc made. To prevent inconveni- 
cnciesof the like nature in future, I have thought it proper that 
aa cftimate of the monthly advances fhould be formed and ' 
laid before Congrefi^. This colonel Palfrey will do ; artd, 
though it cannot be eflFefled with a degree of fcrupulous cx- 
a^efs and precifion, yet from his intimate knowledge of 
the incidental charges and expenfes in. the common courfe of 
things, the calculation, I apprehend, will be attended with 
many benefits. It will fhew Congrefs the neceffary provi- 
flons of money to be mrfde fbr ordinary contingencies, infl 
enible theni to form a rule for their government in the in-' 
(lance of fupplies for the aniiy. 

I have the honor to be, &c« G. W^ 



Sia, Morrijiowny March 26, l^^^* 

YESTERDAY a letter, of which the inclofed is a 

copy, came to my hands. The account is confinned by 

a countryman who is fmce come in : but nothing diftinft has 

yet been received. 

The aid required of me in colonel Hay's lettfer cannot be 
given : — I haye no men to oppofe the enemy's defigns'in any 
one quarter, although called upon from every quarter. All 
that was poffible for me to do towards colledling a force at 
Peekflkill, I had attempted before : — I had in peremptory 
terms called upon the officers of Rhode-Iflarid and Connec- 
ticut to forward on their recruits under proper officers as 
faft as poffible to that place : I haddired^ed fuch of the New- 
York regiments as had been oi-dered to Ticonderoga, to repair 
thither : I had requefted eight of the MafTachufetts regiments 
to be marched to that po^ : and, left thefe fhould not arrive 
in time, I urged governor Trumbull, in a letter of the 
fijrtb inftant, to fend t\vo thoufand of his militia to die fame' 

place. 
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place. But forry I ara to obferve, the militia have got tired ; . 
and the colonels of the continental regiments have been great-* 
Ijr <)eceived theinfelves, — ^have greatly deceived nie, — or the 
moft uoheardof defertioiis * * * have prevailed * * * : for 
regiments, reported two- or three months ago to be half com- 
pleted, are^ upon the colonels being called upon in podtive^ 
terms for ^ juft ftate of them,, found to contain lefs than one, 
hundred men ; and this not the cafe of a fingle regiment only^ 
but of many. In Cbnnefticut alone, by a letter from ge-. 
aeral Parfons, of the fixth inftant, four regiments are men-^. 
tioned as not having more than eighty rank and file^ each, 

Thefe, fir, are melancholy truths r but fads they are, and 
neceffary to be known to Congref^y however prudent it may 
be to conceal them from the obfervation of others.. 

To fu^erintend the bufinefsof recruiring,— to fee that the 
oflScers were diligent, — to prevent impofitions if pofEble,— 
to appoint fit places of rendez-vous, — to fee that the recruitsi 
were aftually brought to tliofe places, and there equipped, 
and trained for the field,— were among the great objeclsi 
which early and repeatedly induced me to preffc the appoint- 
ment of general officers : but unfortunately tlie delay of ap- 
pointing, being followed by tlie refignation of fome oflScera 
and non-acceptance of others^ will involve tlie army ia a. 
mere chaos of confufion at a time when the.utmoil order 
and regularity fhould prevail, and when all our arrange- . 
ment* ought to be completely eftabliflied.— The medical de- 
partment will, it is much to be feared, be in the fame fitua* 
tion : — not an oificer yet appointed to it. 

For want of proper and coercive powers, — fron^ difaiFec - 
tion and other caufeS,---the milida of this ftate are not to be,, 
depended upon. They are drawn out with difficulty, and at, 
a moft enormous expenfe, as their accounts will fhew : they 
come, you can fcarce tell how ; they go, you hardly knov^, 
v?hen. In the fame predicament are thofe of Pennfylvania. 

Numbers from this ftate have joined the enemy ; Enid ma- 
ny more are- difpofed to* do fo, as the letter from Mr. Hoff . 

(a copy 
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{a copy of whjchis inclofcd, con*cfponding with fcveral others . 
of the fame tenor) fufficiently evinces. 

I have the honor to be, tec. G. W. 

P. S. Small as our prcfcnt force is, it will be reduced in a 
ftw days by the going off of the Jerfey" three-months-men, 
the Cecil-connty militia, and the Virginia volunteers, all of 
whom claim dKchargcs the firft of next month. I have fent 
srn officer exprcfs towards Peekfkill to inquire into the cir- 
Cuniftances. and confequcnce of the enemy^s defcent upon that 
place, — not being able to account for general M'DougaTs 
{who commands there) and general Ch*nton%' (who is at the 
forts in the Highlands) their lilence upon this occafion. 



"Sir, Morriftowny March 29, 1777. 

I LAST night had the honor to receive your letter of 
ttie twenty-fixth inftant, accompanied by fundry refolves of 
Congrefs, and fome other papers. 

Tl>e arrival of the arms, locks, and flints, you have been 
pleafed to mention, is a moft fortunate and happy event. I 
join youiTiofl fincerely in congratulations upon the occafion. 

I have not yet obtained a certain account of the expedition 
againft and deftruflion of Peekfkill. Information of tliofe 
events has not been yet tranfmitted by generals M'Dougal 
or Clinton, or the convention of the iTate. There is no 
doubt but that the town is dcflroyed, and, with it, fome 
(lores: — neither the quality nor amount of them is known. 
It is faid that it was done in part by our own people when 
they found that they Could not prevent them falling into the 
cjhemy's hands.— The ihlps and troops have gone down the 
Tjver again. 

Mr. Kirkland, the Oneida miflionary, arrived here this 
week with a chief warrior and five other Indians of that na- 
tion. They had been to Bofton, and came from thence to 
this place to inquire into the true ftate of maucrs, that they 

might 
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mlgbr xt^an diem to a grand council to be ihortly held. 
They faid things were fo falfdy and variouQy rtprefented by 
our enemies dirough their agents, diat th^y^^ not kifowr 
'vdiat to depend on. I invited them to. go to^ Philadelphia: 
but they declined it, declaring they were well fatisfied with 
what they had feen, and t^t they were authorifed to tell their 
natioq, all they had heard, from the enemy was ^lie»^ Being, 
told tlpi^t France was «^^].(ling .1^ and about to join in the; 
war, they feemed highly pleaffd ; and Mr. Kirldand iaid he 
was perfuaded it would have a confiderable cSc&. on the. 
nainds of feveralof the nations, and fecure to us dieir neutra- 
lity » if not a declaration and coaaimeocement of hoftilities ia 
Qur favon I ihewed thepa every civility in my.ppwer, and 
every thing th^t I thought material to excite in them an idea, 
of pur ftrength and indepexKlence. After ftaying two days,: 
they fet off for their nation, exprefiing their deiire of the. 
moft fpeedy return to the council, and profelBpg the mpfl: 
friendly fentiments towards u£« • 

I have the honor to be, Sec. ' G, W.i 



Sir, Aforrijiown^ March 29, 17.77.. 

Sl^CE I had the honor of addreiBng you this morn- 
ing by the return exprefs, the eafter;i poft arrived^ The in- 
telligence he brought is agreeable and interefting, 9^ you will 
perceive by the inclofed letter from Mr. Hazard, which I do 
myfelf the pleafure pf tranfmitting you. I am happy to fay 
the arrival of the fhip at Portfmouth and the capture .of the 
two prizes is conJ&rn;ed by oth«: lettei*s frqm g(^tlenien of 
note in and abput Boflon. Upon thefe events l.give you my- 
mod liearty congratulations. Some of thq letters add that a 
French general, colonel, and major, came paiTeogers in the 
fhip, who are highly recommended by do(5lor Franklin. 

The affair of Pcekikill has not been tranfmitted me with 

. . -I ■ 

certainty : but I am informed the relation of it,, in Loudbn's 
paper which I have inclofed, is nearly as jt happened. 

I fiave the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

Vo^. II. e; 
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CAPTAIN Defhiclds, df Mr. Bochanan^s Ihip from 
Balchnorc» who was taken Ij^ the enemy and carried inta 
York, made his- efcape fix>ni thence on faturday evening. He 
informs that diree thoofaiid troops, Britifb and Heffian, em-' 
barked about ten days ago from^ the city and Staten-Ifland, 
on board tranfports which were lying at the latter when 
he came away. He adds that th<; enemy have huik and arc 
building a nmnbcr of light fkt-*ottotocd boats, about ferenty 
of whrchwcrt finrihcd. - 

Captain Defhiekis faysf it feented to be the general opinion ■ 
afnd conveffation that this embarkation was for Chefapeak«- 
bay, with a view of making a defcent on the Eaftern-'Shore, 
CTT that the troops were to proceed to the Head of. Elk, tak- 
ing Annapolis and Baltimore in their way. There were feme 
\rfio thought it probable they mean to go up the North-river 
and attempt the Highland foitifications. — I have written to 
generals M'Jfeugal and Qinton^ defirrng them to make the 
beft preparation that circomftances- wiU admk of, for their 
reception, in cafe the latter fljD9.uW.be their objedl. 

Captain DefhieWs being in caropany with the captain of the 
packet, but unknown to him, heard him fay that a war with 
France was ranch expe(5l(^d when he left England, which 
was about the beginning of February. - 

i have the honor to be, &c* G. W, 



Sir, ■ - . .Jffead'Quartcrs^ Aforri/lowfti yfpnlz^ J'j'J.Jm 

SINGE I had the honor of writing to you laft, I 
have received the inclofcd from general M^Dougal, which 
contains a fiiH account of the late affair at Peekfkill. Every 
jirudential fteg appears to have been taken by the: general, 
and a^ good a difpofition made as his fmall number of men 
Would admit of- . . ' ' ' 

I have hcJard nothing further refpec3ing the embarkation 
of troops which I mcntfefxed in my laft.— I am in hopes th»- 

Conne(Sticnt 
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Conhe£Hcut militia will arrive at Pceklkill before another 
expedition is made up the Nordv^rivera I haye wrote to 
haften them as much as poffible, left iach another defign 
ihould be really in agitation.— Limy opinion^ Delaware-bay 
is their obje<9:, and Chefapeak only thrown out by way of 
blind : dieir bte attempt to procure Delaware pilots feems to 
€(Mifirm it. : 

I obferve by your late promotions diat a foreign gentle* 
man is appointed to die command of the German batallioiii 
I could wifh that he was ordered to join immediatdy, as that 
regiment much wants an officer of experience at the head 
of it.— I have the honor to be, Sec. , G. W* 

P. S. I have ordered the deputy quafter-mafter- general td 
cftaWifh proper relays of expreffes between this and Philadel- 
phia, that intelligehce may be occafionally conveyed uh the 
moft expeditious manner. If there (hould he any appeafafnc(i 
of a fleet in Delaware-bay, It will be known iri a Vciy fev^^ 
hoxxts in Philadelphia, by hoifting the fignals ; and I beg I 
may have the eariieft notice of it.— The quarter-mafter will 
inform you who his rider ih Philadelphia Is^ that you rnrajr 
know where to apply* 



Sir, Head-QuarterSi Morrijldwn^ Jprit 9, 17774 

1 AM honored with yours of the fourth, incloflngfiin- 
dry refolves of Congrefe from the twenty-ninth of March tc> 
the fifth inftant.-— I am extremely glad to fee the refolve fof 
the immediate removal of military ftores from Bahirtore and 
Anhapolis : for, although I do hot imagine that the enemy 
intend an expedition of any great confequenoe in Qirfapeak- 
bay, yet while the ftores l4y at the abbve^mentioned places, 
they. were alwaiyi? fubjedk to be deflrbyed by a fuddeh dttack 
of a ihip of war With a few land forces* 

The regulations for the paymafter-general*s department 
are very falutary, and, if Carried ftri£Hy into execution, will 
wake a vaft faving to the public* -kttiay be eafiiy done 
' '* E % when" 
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when the army is put upon a regular footing: but, while w^ 
are obliged to make ufe of militia, we muft fubmit to all the 
irregularities that naturally attend them, and muft not therc*- 
~fore expefb to have the rule as fcnipuloufly complied with by 
theni as could be wiflied. * * * 

t : The mufter-mafter-general complained that the diity re- 
quired of him was more than he could perform : but by th* 
fete refolves tbere is an ample allowance for deputies 5 and 
therefore no further ekcufe can be made upon that head. 
' I moft ardendy wiili to fee the hofpital eftablifhed. I arm 
afraid too much time has been lofl: in the confideration of the 
plan : but the gentlemen who (hall be appointed t6 thcfu- 
perintendence muft endeavor to make Up for loft time by 
their diligence, 

. By the lateft accounts from Brunfwic, it looks as if the 
enemy were projec9ing an embarkation. . They have been 
ftripping the buildings of boards, aind cutting fiiiall timber, 
and tianfportlng them from Brunfwic to Amboy. It is ima- 
gined this; is to build binhs iji their tranfports. — 1 fhall l^cep 
a-conftant look-out upon the motions of their veffels, and 
inall Endeavor to obtain every intelligence by fending people 
into their quarters. — I think Delaware-bay muft ht their def- 
tination if they move by wat^r, 
.• Ibayethc honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, , Momjfown, Jprl! 10, 1777, 

. I WAS juft now honored with your letter of the 
pinth inftant, rx)vering fundry refolutions of Congrefs. Thofe 
for regulating the hofpital and medical department, I truft, 
•will prove of the moft Talutary confequences. It is only to 
be regretted that this iieceffary and liberal inftitution had not 
» been gone into and cpmpleted at an earlier period. 
. The honors Congrefs have decreed to the memory of ge- 
nerals 'Warren and Mercer afford me the higheft pleafure : 
their charader and merit had a juft claim to every m^k of 

refpq<a i 
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tstpGSt'y and I heartily wiflithat every officer of the United 
States, emulating their virtues, may by their aftions fecure ta 
therafclves. the fame right to the grateful tributes of their 
country. 

Since writing to you yefterday I have received further in- 
telligence of the enemy's preparations in York, indicating a 
movement before long. It is contained in the inclofed letter, 
N^ I, and corroborates the opinion I have long entertained 
that they would make a pufh againft Philadelphia. The 
tpry regiments mentioned, we are told, are at Hackinfac, and' 
are. about five hundred ftrong, exclufive of a company of 
llighlanders which is with them. 

The inclofed letter from le chevalier count Dc Vrecourtr 
came to hand this morning,— which I have thought proper 
to tranfmit to Congrefs, that they may confider his cafe, and- 
adopt fuch raeafures refpe£ling him as his character and tef- 
timonials deferve. I never heard of him before : but if he is 
a Ikilful engineer, he will be extremely ufcful, and ihould be 
eniployed, though he may not underlland our language. At 
tins time we have not one with the army, nor ont to join it, 
t)f the lead reputation or pretenlions to (kill. If this gentle- 
man came in confequence- of an agreement with do£tor 
Franklin, and brought credentials from him, I Ihould fuppofe 
l^im to be acquainted with what he wa$ recommended for. 

The cartel, propofed to be fettled, and fo long in agita- 
tion, is not accomplifhed yet ; the laft meeting on that bufi- 
nefs was the fecond inftant, when nothing was done -, nor is 
a further interview appointed refpediing it. I have tranfmit-- 
^ ted a copy of lord Cornwall is's letter which came out the 
next day, with that of the paper alluded to by him, which 
Mr. Harrifon refufed to receive from colonel \yalcot, and of 
my anfwer to the latter in a letter to general Howe. The 
ohjedions or articles mentioned by colonel Walcot were 
tliofe general Greene had with hiii^i, and which he left when 
he came from Philadelphia : the original I have by iiidJ 
Thofe points were iafifted on again, ^aJ rejc6led» and t ten- 

E 3 ' der 
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4ier made of the paper by colonel Walcol, which be brou^ 
'with hijtn prepared, . ' . < 

I h^vc appointed John Wilkens, John Sted, Matbew- 
Irvine^ and Samuel Kerfley, efquires, captains of companies to 
be raifed by them, in confoquence of the recommendation of 
general Armftrong. As the iotcreft of thofe gentlemen lica 
in Pennfylvania chiefly, and it would be drawing money 
from the paymafter here to carry to Philadelphia, (fuppoiing 
there was a fupply in the cheft, which is not the cafe), I {ball 
be obliged by Congrefs's ordering fix hundred dollars to be 
^vajiced to each of them on account of the recruiting fer-^ 
vice ; the firft of whom I imagine is in Philadelphia. If thi9 
fequifition can be complied with, he, 1 prefiune, will give 
potice to the reft ; or, if general Arml^rong is informedof it»' 
fee will do it, 

I tevc.the honor to be, &c, G, W^ 



^m, Hcad-QuarierSf Morrijivwn^ April la, 1777% 

HAVING feen a letter from doctor Franklin, and 
^lany oth^r credentials in favor of monfieur le chevalier 
Du PlefTis, he appears to me to be a perfon worthy of the 
notice and encouragement of Congreis. He has ferved in the 
French artillery ; and both his inclination and qualifications 
make it proper he ihould have an appointment in ours. 
There are fome vacancies in the artillery fpr captains, one of 
which may be offered him as a- b^ginnjiflg, Tfee fuperio^ 
r^nks are all cprnpl^te<l, 
I afl[i, lir, yoi^r ^loft humble fervant, G. W." 



Sir, Head-Quart^rs^i Mo^rrifi^wrh Jpril 12^ 1777* 

I AM honored with yours of the tenth, accompanied 

with one from the committee of Cpugrefs to whom I \\Vf^ 

itfore very fully upon the fubjedl of the refolve for forming 

an army upon |h^ weft fide of Pflaware, and to which I 
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fefrryOT.^I Vi^ifti Icodid fee «Tiy profpc6bof an army, fit 
to make proper oppofition, formed any where. YoU^ will 
perhaps be^farprifed at this after the puHic reporteof the 
gteat Aiocefs of recruiting in all the ftates j but, to convince 
yoa that thefe are but bare reports, I will give you the beft 
jnibrmation I have been able to collet from at^ual return^ 
and other accounts. 

New-Hampfliire.— No returns : but a letter from general 
Heath fays tliey are tolerably forward. — ^All their regiments = 
go to the novthwaid, : -: 

Mafiachti&tts.<-*About four hundred men raifed to a regi« 
ment ; many of thefe yet to undergo inoculation. Seven of 
their regiments go to the northward, and eight are to comelo 
PeekfidU fosT the pcefent. . 

Rhode-Ifland.— Only three hundred and fixty men en-* 
lifted in both regiments the firfl of April. Two hundred of 
thefe are yet to be inoculated. — General Vamum writes me 
that he defpairs of filling up the regiments. 

ConneClicut-— By a return from general Parfons, of the 
fourth of April, about eighteen hundred men were recruited 
throu^ the whole: ftatc, — they, much difperfed 5— .^nany to 
have the fmalUpox ; and recruiting at a fland. 

New-York.-^Abouttwo hundred men to a regiment: and^ 
from the peculiar fituatiwi of that province, it will be almoit 
impoffible for them to fill up their regiments though they ex- 
ert themfelves very much. 

New Jerfey.— Between two and three hundred to k regi- 
ment. They alfo lie under many difficultly on accourit of 
the difaffediion of their ftate : but their officers are adive and 
-diligent. 

Pennfylvania.— Moft of her regiments are very backward, 

— thofe moft fpf who have been longeft recruiting. 

Delaware ft ate* — No.returnofdijeir regiment. . . 

.Maryland. — I have only the.ret.iwrn of one regiment, which. 

confifts of two hundred men ; but I d^ not believe the others. 

Sjpp in more forwarduefs. The;difppt?3 abputi,i}ie r^k of. 

^ . • E 4 officers 
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ofiicer$ have prevailed fa much, that the reciDkiog fervice 
tiQS been in a manner neglcded. . . 

Virginia. — The nine old regiments will xioteiccccxl eigh«- 
teen hundred effcdlivc men : and governor Henry^ia' a letter 
which I received yefterday, jnforms me that he did not tliink 
fbat more than four of the -fix new ones wouldihe filled. He 
propofcs the expediency of raifing volunteQrit:onirpa{iie$:t0 
^fcrve fcvcn or/ eight months^ to make up the deicteacy . but 
Jl^ii^ I (hall objij^^to on mado^y accounts, parUcpltu-ly that it 
would be introdu&ng a bodn|y;nen who wouUliook upon 
themfelves at Uberq^ do l.what they pleaied^ ksk), the mo- 
ment their time expired, would leave us, thoughtatdie moft 
critical jundtire- . ; . 

If the men that are raifed, few as they are^ could be got 
Into the fidd, it would be a«biatter of forae confolation : but 
every me^od that I have been able to devife has proved inef- 
. ftftual. If I fend an officer to colledt the fick and fcattered 
of his regiment, it? is ten to (one but he neglcfls his duty, goes 
home onpieafure or'bufmefs, and the next that I hear of bipii 
Is that he has #fcfigned :-*4uriough8 are no more attended to 
than if thoFe was no lii^ation of time:— and in ihort, fir, 
there is fuch a total dcpreffion of that military ardor which 
I hoped would have infpired every officer when he fovuid his 
pay genteelly augmented and the army put upon a refpeS- 
able footing, that it feems to me as if all public fpirit was 
funk * * * 

I fnall as foon as poffible tranfmit to the board of war a 
lift of the appointments I have made in confequenice of the 
powers vefted in me. 

If the appointments in the hofpital are not filled up before 
die receipt of this, I would take the libej ty of mentioning a 
gentleman whom I think, highly deferving of notice, not only 
on account of his abilities, but for the very great affiftance 
Which he has afforded in the courfe of tliis winter, merely in 
the nature of a volunteer. The gentleman is dodtor John 
Cochran, weU known to all the faculty, and particularly ta 
. ^^ ' -9 dodlor 
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doftor Siippen^ who, I fuppofe) has mentioned him among 
the candidates. The place for which the dotior is.wcll fit- 
ted> and which would be moft agreeable to him, is furgeon- 
general to the middle department; In this line he ferved aM 
the iaft war in the Britifh fervice, and has diftingiiiihcd him^ 
<ielf this -winter, particularly in his attention to the fmaU-^pok 
•patients and the wounded, who, but for him and doctor Bond, 
muft hav^ Coffered ' much, if not been totally ncgicdled^ as 
there were no other medical gemicmen to be found.— ^If die 
appointment of • furgeon-genecal is filled «p, that of deputy- 
direSor of the middle department would he acceptable. i 

I have be^n thus full in my' recommendation hecaufe do£lor 
Cothran in a manner had my promife of one of the capital 
ftppointinents. in the ho^ital, upon a prcfumption that I 
fliould'have had fome hand in the nomination by the refolu* 
tion of Congrefs empowering me to fell all commiffions under 
the rank of brigadiers-general. 

jiprili^i — I have this moment received a Hue from gene- 
ral Lincoln, informing me that.tlie enemy attempted to fur* 
prife him early this morning at his poft at Boundbrbok ; but 
he made good his retreat to the pafs of the mountains jull in 
"his rear, with trifling lofs. * . . 

I have the honor to be, &c. * G. W. 



Sir, Head'QuarterSy Morrtflowny Jpril J^^ ^777- 

THE incTofed from monfieur le chevalier De Dreud- 
liomme de Bbrre, with the papers annexed to it, were receiv- 
ed this day by the eaftern mail. It appears that by an agree- 
ment with Mr. Deane he is to have the rank and pay of a 
brigadier-general in our fervice. I imagine by fliis that Jie 
IS a man of real merit. If you tliink proper to confirm Mr. 
Deanc's appointment, be pleafed to inform me of it and re- 
turn the letter, that I may give a Yiiitable anfwer. If, 'as I 
imagine, lie does not underftand Englifli, it ivill be fbme time 
before lie can Tie of any ufe at* the head of a brigade.* • 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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Sir, • Hcad'QuarterSf Morrljlowny Aprils l5, 1777* 

I HAVE nothing of importance td tmnfrntt Congi^ef s, 
no event in the military line having happened flnce my laft^ 
except the fayprirmg a fmall picquet guard of the enemy on 
mondaj night at Bonemtown, and bringing o£F thitteen prr* 
fbners, by one of our parlies* An enterpriie of a fimilar ndK 
fare waa formed againft that at Araboy, in which the party 
fcnt to cffetSl it did not fuoceed fo well, though the moft ad- 
vanced of them fetzed and fecured three of their out-nrentries 
widKxut giving an alarm* 

By a letter from general M*DougaI,'Of yefterday, I ami 
u^ormed that he had received accounts of thirty-fix fail of 
tranfpoirts having left Newport on friday laft, with troops o% 
board. ^Oduer reports he had were that a number of ihip^' 
were coming up the Sound, fo diat we may reafonably con^ 
dude general Howe is drawing his forces from the eaftward. 
General. Arnold, in a ktter of the iixtli, mentioned, that, from 
the preparation of tranfports, and other circumftances, he 
ftM>t^ht it probable an embarkation was about to take place; 

There are grounds to fufpefl: from information received^ 
that fome unfair pra£tice$ liave been and are meant to be ufed 
isi certain cxi>orrs from Pbilade^hia, It is faid that a veflcl - 
navigated by Frenchmeft loaded there, belonging to * * *"" 
of New-York» wliich carried her cargo to general Howe ; 
alfo th^t * ''^' * aiicl * * * of Monmouth-county intend to 
ioad one or more for the fame purpofe,, under the idea of 
fending them to foreign markets. I have written to th^ 
board of war for Pennfylvania upon the fubject, and doubt 
not but thefe hints will be properly improved, and fuch' 
frauds guarded againft as well as circumftances will admit* ^^ 
I have inclofed a copy of an advertifement publiflied iu 
Gaine's paper of the fourteenth* which (hews- that no arti-r 
iices are left untried by tlie enemy to injure us. . Before the 
appearance of this unparalleled piece, I had heard that 9 
perfon was gone from Ygrk to Rhpde-Ifland with a quantity 
qfcou^ifrfeit money, , v.. . . ,. 

TherQ 
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There IS one thing which I beg leave to mention to Con- 
grefSy aiid which I think highly defcrving their attention, 
that is» that fupplies of hard money, or bills of e3cchange to 
procure it, ihouId» if po.ffiblc, be fent to our prifoners in • 
the hands of the -enemy, at feaft to the officers, to relieve 
their wants. By letters which I have received from them of 
late, I find they are in great diflrefs, and fuch as ought to bo 
removed^ if it can be done.— No inconvenience will rcfuk 
to the public from fuch fupplics^ if they can be furniihed, a« 
proper Aoppages and dedu£tions can. be made from their pay. 
April 19,— —I was honored with your letter of the 
fixteenth between twelve and one o'clock yefterday, accom- 
panied by fi^ndry rcfolutions, I hope the raeafures Congrefii 
have adopted will produce the Iklutary confequences they had^ 
in view : but I fear that the ftates, unlefs they are delicate id 
exercidng the powers they are invcfted ^ith for tilling vacan-' 
cies in inftances of removal from- office, and pay flriid: at-' 
tention to a proper line of fucceffion where there are no ca- 
pital .obje&ioos, will renew much of that confofion and dif^^ 
orde]? we ,bave been endeavoring to extricate ourfelvet' 
from* -Nor will this be of fmall difficulty if they difplace 
many officers : for, fuppofmg them to have kept the moft ac- 
curate lifts of their original appointments, changes have 
taken place in feveral inftances from various caufes unknown 
to themi and of which they cannot be apprifed. 

I can aflure Congrefe the appellation given to the regi- 
ments officered by me was without my confent or privity. 
As foon as I heard it, J wrote to feveral of the officers m 
terms of fevere reprehenfion, and exprefsly charged them to 
fupprefc the diftindion, adding that all the batalHons were 
on the fame footing, and all under the general name of 
Continental. 

An attack upon the king's troopn at Rhode-Ifland was 
certainly a defirable event, could it have been conduced with 
fuccefe, or upon equal terms. It being an objeft of great 
moment, and involving in iteiffue many important confe-' 
quencesi lam.Jed^o believe the pra(Jticability of it has had 



6o GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

much confideratioD, and the nicafure was found to be unad- 
vifable under the circumfiances of the troops collected for 
the purpofe. If the e^iemy have not evacuated the iiland, I 
fuppofe the matter will be further weighed. 
. I do not find in the medical arrangement any mention of 
-regimental furgeons'-mates, or provifion made for their pay- 
ment. Whether Congrefs mean to difpenfe with fuch of- 
ficers or not, I cannot tell : I have heard that they 'do : but 
they appear to me to be abfolutely neceflary. We are often 
- obliged 10 divide regiments and fend a part to a diftant poft : 
when this is the cafe, it is eflential that tliere (hould be fome 
perfon widi them to take charge of the fick or wounded, if 
fuch there iliould be, — I have only mentioned this of many 
reafons tliat might be urged to fnew the expediency of fuch 
appointments. 

Notwitiiftanding the many circumftanccs inducing a be- 
lief that Philadelphia will l>e the firft objed of the enemy's 
attention, — yet, as the ftratageins of war are various, and 
tbey may be eaCly changed, cfpccially when they have the 
O^tire command of the water, — I cannot but coniider ihe de- 
tention of the trpopsat Philadelphia, farther than mentioned in 
my lett;er in anfwer to Jtliat from ihe board pf war, as inexpedi- 
ent, and fqbje£l to great inconvenience aix} ityury. In, the 
prefent divided, fcparated ftate, of the army, we are weak at 
all poiatSf and not able to make the leaft oppofiuon.promif- 
ing fuccefs. Suppofing they vycre colledied hei «f, they would 
be ready tp act as neceffity and circumftances might require. 
If the enemy, piiihed for PhiUidelphia, we (hould have notice 
of it, and could hang upon their flank and rear ; nor is it like- 
ly they would undertake fuch an expedition without attempt- 
ing the deftrucStion or difperiign of the army firft. If they 
embarked and Ihould go by fca, we (hould have. information 
of it, and could be there in tiqie.. On the otlier haiui^ ihould 
dil th^y have done prove a feinty and they (hould turn their 
views to the North-river, we fliould be in a much better fi- 
tuation to countcradl their deiigns, and to check the progrefs 
of their arms in that quarter. Added to this, i^veral of the 

regiments. 
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regiments, efpecially thofe which came iirft from Virginia 
and PeraifylTania, are fo broken that it is impoffible to do 
any thing- with the parts that are here ; and that fpirit which 
19^ always derived from a corps being full, or as much fo at 
circumftances of number will admit of, is entirely done away* 
I have the honor to be, &c* G, W, 



Sir, Morrtjiowny April 21, 1777^ 

I was this morning honored with your favor of the 
twentieth, inclofing fundry proceedings of Congrefs. — The 
removal of provifionsi &c, from the communication be* 
tween^Brunfwic and Trenton has been pretty well effedted 
already. It was an obje£l early attended to, and what I re* 
commended to the affembly of this (late as deferving their in- 
terpofition and aid: but, finding that it had not their imme- 
diate confideration, and that they feemcd to decline interfer- 
ing in the matter, I dire4fied the quarter-maftcrs atul com- 
miiCtries to purchafe dieir firft fupplies of thofe neceflariet 
from fuch places as appeared to be moft expofcd to the ene- 
my's incurfions, and through which it is mod probable they 
will take their route towards die Delaware, in cafe afi entcr- 
prife that way ihould be in contemplation. ^ f have tranfmit- 
ted copies of the refolve upon this fubje^ to general Putnam 
and colonel Fonnan (the latter of whom is in Monmouth- 
county), with orders to execute the fame agreeable to the di- 
re<5lions therein prefcribed, where it may be neceflary on the; 
road leading from South- Amboy acrofs the country. 

I have nothing of importance to communicate to Congrefs. 
The advices they will receive to-day, which pafied through 
diis town yefterday, will tell them that the enemy remained 
at Rhode-Iflatid on the fifteenth inflant, notwithftanding the 
accounts we had received of then: embarkation before. 

I haye the honor to be, &Ce G. W. 
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Sir, Head- Quarterly Morrijiownf April 23, 1777* 

I HAVE the honor to tranfmityoutiicinclofcd pieces 
of intelligence which I received this day from general Ste^ 
phensy who by my defire employed perfons to go into New- 
York and Brunfwic. I do not put entire confidence in the 
whole : but the principal reafon of fending the intelligence 
forward is that proper meafures may be fallen upon to find 
out and apprehend Thomas * * * mentioi^d in general 
Scephens^s letter of this date« , i 

If the enemy fhould move, I have taken ftepJl to m^ke a* 
good an oppofition as my fmall force is capable of* 
: J have the honor to 1^, &c* G* W* 



Sir, -. Atorriftown^ April ib^ IT] f. 

I !WAS laft Bight honored with your letter of the 
twenty-fifth, with fundryrefolvcs of Gjngrcfs. Such of tliem 
as are neceflkry.for ^my gove^iment and conduct I ihall 
ftridHy attend to* 

The money and Ulls for our prifoner3 h«^ better be trapf-* 
mitted to Elias Bqudinot^ efquire» to whom I (hall give direc* 
tions to adopt ways and means for fending the fame^ and for 
a proper appropriation and diftribution of the money ank)ngft 
them* Bills, I think, will be moft eligible, provided they 
are duly paid. As to procuring clothes in New- York, I have 
reafon to believe that it will not be allowed, and that tlie pri-« 
{oners will obtain no fupplies but what we fend tbem« 

I heard of Mr, Franfclin*s pra<^ice8 fome time ago, and tfd* 
vifed governor Trumbull of the fam^, that his conduct might 
be properly attended to. It is very unhappy for us, that, 
through the intrigues . of fuch men, the enemy have found 
means to raife a fpiiit of difafFedlion but too generally in ma- 
ny of the dates. In this, I have ftrong afibrances that it has 
arifea to a great height ; and I (hall not be difappoihted if 
a Lirge number., of the inhabitants in fome of &e counties 

iliouki 
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(hould openly appear in arms as foon as the enemy begin 
tjicir operations. I have taken every raeafure in my power 
to fupprefs it i but oeverthelefs feveral from SulTcx and Ber« 
gea have joined their army, and the fpirit becomes more, aud 
more daring every day. 

You will be pleafed to dire(Sl general Mifflin to remain in 
Pluladelphia as l^ag^Congrei&ihall think his prefence there 
eflentiaU .. 

i have inclqfed a copy of general Howe*s letter which I. 
received kfl night in anfwer to mine of the ninth infiant^ 

Nothing of JMi interefting nature has occurred fince my laft ; 
which leaves me :only to add, that I have the honor to< be, 
vrith {estiments of the greateft refpe£l, &c# G. W« 



Sir, MotTiJiewn^ Jprii'i^y ^717* 

I LAST night received the favor of your letter of tha 
twcnty-fixth, with thie rcfolves to which it alludes. '■ '* ^^ 

The \kvt$ of Coflgrefs, in fending general ofScers to the 
cfaftward'tohaften oh the troops^r have been long anticipated . 
general Poor is iri New-Hampfliire for the purpofe,— general 
Heath in Maflachufetts-Bay, with the brigadiers Nixon, Glo- 
ver and Patterfon, — general Vaiiium in Rhode-Ifland, ancf 
general Parfons in Conne£Hcut. Generals Spencer and Ar- 
nold too have be^n defired to attend to the bufniefs. To thefe 
gentfemen I have wfbte repeatedly' in the moft preffing terms 
lipon the fubjeft, and I have no reafon*to doubt but every 
exertion on their part has been employed to promote the end. 
The delay of thofe who have enlifted has arifen from the late 
period when they engaged, and from their being rnocnlated 
fmce, which could not be difpenfed with, without fuhjedling' 
them to the calamities and ravage of the fmall-pOx in the na- 
tural way. 

• At three o'clock this morning I received a letter from ge- 
neral M*Dougal inclofing three from colonel Hiintington„ 
eoycf of the whole of which I have tranfmitted. By thefe - 

8 vott 



64 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

you will perceive the impreffion which a part of general 
Howe's army has made into Connedicut, and the profpeft 
Aey had of deftroying fuch of our ftores as were d^ofited in 
Danbury, which unfortunately were but too large airi con- 
flderable, if the event has taken place. A circumftancey per- 
haps more to be regretted, is that the enemy marched through 
a ftrong and rough country, and were near that place, widv- 
out the fmalleft oppotltion. I have no other information up- 
pln the ful>j€£t than what thefe papers contain : but we have 
little ground to expert that they have not accompliibed their 
purpofe. Further intelligence will be probaWy received to- 
day or to-morrow, when I Ihall be happy to hear that they 
have p'liJ for their enterpriie. Of this, I coo£c£i howevert 
I am noc very fanguine in my expedlations. 

This poft had been conlidered as a proper depofitory for 
ftores, by gentlemen acquainted with it ; and its fecurity ij(ot 
thought queftionable whilft troops were paffing through it. 
I had alfo direiled that as many of the draughts in ConneSicut. 
as the place wa» capable of accommodating, (hould be c6lle|&- 
cd there and inoculated, to aofwer the puiyofe of a guard, 
hoping, by the time of their recovery, that the lituation of the 
army would be fuch as. to adnijt a ftrong one to be ft?i- 
tioned there and continued : but, unhappily for us, fuch lan- 
guor andfupinencfs prevails everywhere, that we feem una- 
ble to effecil: any point we wifli, though n^ver fo important 
and interefting. So early as the fixth of March, I wrote to 
governor Trumbull, earneflly requefting two th6ufand mili- 
tia to be fent to general M* Dougal to be employed at Peeks- 
kill and on the communication in Weft-Chcfter county foir 
fix weeks. With this rcquifttion he moft readily complied 
fo far as his orders were ncceffary, and (I am certain) hisin-« 
fluence would extend. Tliis I have repeated, and this fup-» 
ply he has exerted himfclf to furnifli : yetfo inefFeftual have 
bis endeavors been, tliat not more than eight hundred had 
come out, by general M^Dougal's return on the jfevcnte^ntK 
ioilant ; i^6r did he expert more, from the accounts he had. 

In 
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In a word, fir, no expedient or pains have been un-attempted ^ 
by me to bring on troops, and to keep our affairs on a fa-." 
vorable footing. 

I would again mention the cafe of our prifoners vnm the 
enemy, and pray that the fecret committee would fend to Mr. 
Boudinot fupplies of money for them as early as poflible* 
They zte in great diftrefs, and many ofGcers have lately ef- 
caped, contrary to the tenor of their parole ; fome br whom 
are now here, urging that neceffity compelled them to tlie . 
meafiire.— LhaVc the honor to be, &c. . * G. \V, ' 



Morrtjlowfiy Jpnl 30, 1777, halfqftcr 8 o*clock'i P. M. ' 
Sir, ■ ' • ' ' ,. : ■ .c 

I HAVE been waiting with much anxiety to hear 
the refult of the expedition agahift .Danburyi which 1 never^ 
was informed of till this minute. , The inclofed copy of a , 
letter from general M'Dougal, and of feveral others which^ 
he tranfraitted, will give.Congrefs.all the intelligence I have. 
upon the fubjeft. I have only to add 4nd to lament that thU' 
cnterprifc has been atfended with but too much fuccefs oh the 
part of the enemy. — I have the honor to be, &c. p. W,, 



Sir, Mornjlowtiy May ^^ I'jn']^ 

I. WAS yefterday honored with ypuiiJetter of djp, 
twenty-ninth ultimo, inclofing fundry. Fcfolvjes.-r-AgreeaWc 
to the diredlions of Congrefs, I have,yvritten to the ftates of 
New-Hampfliire and Maffachufetts, and urged. thein to cqm-^ 
plete and forward their troops deftinecj for TIconderoga, with 
all poffible expedition. : The brigadiers gone there for the 
prefent are Fermoy, Poor, Patterfon, and Learned. Nixon 
and Giover were alfo intended for th^t ppfl under my firft 
.plan, \rfiich was, that all the regiments, to be raifcd in thof# 
ftates by the refolve in .September, flipuld compofe that army. 
^ut having by the advice of 0)y officers dire£le^ the route of 
Vi©L..JL F eight 
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eigjbt reginicntB from the latter to Pcekfkill, to wAit till thU. 
deGgns of general Howe were unfolded, thefe two officers 
were to follow ihem.— I did not particttlarife the brigadkn^ 
-^dba^ were to go firft, or the r^ments ; but left the maner 
to jnajoF^neral Headii who was inftru<9ed m geoeral termt 
to purfue fuch mesifures as feemed. moft likely to pronKM 
the&rvice« 

The colonds appointed to die New-Hampfiiire regibentt 
I never knew. Thofe ordered to TTcondef oga from Mafla- 
chufctts by getieral Heathy and who I prerume have ioEiardi- 
edf were Bailey^ Weflbnf Jackfon^ Marfliall, Brewer^ Brad- 
lordy and Francis. What proportions s of theii; regimenta 
have marched, I caniior ascertain : but I am perfiiaded they 
were detached as fad as they were raifed, and circumftancetf 
#outd admit. Francis^ die firtt of April; wafc itfttirhed five 
li^Ukkdred ftrotig ; and, by a tetter from colditel Marfhafl aboor 
l&e fifteenth of tail month, he expeded tb march in a: dby of 
ttvo.with the laft divifioti of his regiment diat W^ ready, 
which would make about four hundred', inct'ucfing thoib ttrho 
had gone. The remainder (abbut fixty) tvere to fdll6w 
ijt^idi the proper officers aa foon as they were fii^i— dl^yfaiiy* 
ihg been inoeulkted. 

I have written to genecak-lSifDouga} and Clinton to have 
the provifion removed trom Derby, &c, and dire£ted that 
they (houtd point out proper places for its reception in Ul"* 
jRer ; alfo ^al( fihall worki» imd guiLrdit of mDitiawttl be ef* 
ftacial for i»- proteffion; « * * 

The damage wc ftKhifled^at Dtnbury, nor tfeerifcmv'i 
tofs, have not' been tranftniwed with amy acctiracy : btit^ 
from the latcft accounts i>om thetict,'the'former was* not fo 
great, and the latter more confiderable, than wt^ apprelttAd^ 
^ at flrft. . . 

I congratulate Congrds upoft tht fortviiate arrival df the 
Amjphirrite with tnitirary and ordnance (lores :*^it' H a* 
(important event. That of the French (hip at Bofibii, and of 
iht floop fi^i MarciniquCf added to the captore-of die two 

protiiiOA 
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][>!t>vtiib.ni ihipSy are to be; regarded as intereftingtoa. 1^ would 
fcere ta)ce>the liberty tb mentioitthat I think all the military and- 
K^rdoEuioe ftotiits fliould be moved Without a mbmeiit'sr delay to-^ 
SpriBgfieid or fome interior part of the country.* Springfi^ 
ihoidd lie dite plade, becaufe the elaboratory is there^ ai^d A^f; 
Wfll be more coiivcfnient to ufe as exrgfcncied require^ Id 
Aieir prefent fituation their fecUrity is queftionable; and, ii 
4iQ attack flioUld be made in the eaftem quarter, their IbS i«i 
knuch to be :dpprehended. Before t quit this fubje6^, I would 
beg teave to obfe'rve alfo that the difpbfal and diiec%k>n of 
mliMry ftorcs fboiild be only ^ith One body or with orii 
Jpcifon^. At prefent this power is exercifed dirough fo many* 
^channels, that mtkih confufion is introduced ; and it cannot 
be di^oided t not will it be poffible that matters in this lin<^ 
uioiild be conduced with any degree of propriety/ utdefs 
CbiigfeTs dbnie irit^o fome regulations refj^fling them* Thrf 
lnclpiy^ttnia;6f a letter frorii general Heath will prbve ibii 
e^pediencyv Many other inftaiices might be mentioned^' 
Wfere if nicdtirf^ ' '• 

r. The'dcfertioiis from oU^ army of late have been very con- 
fiderabkL Gi^neral Howe^s proctapiation, and the bounty 
allowed tb thofe who carry in their arms, haVe had an unh^p* 
'PY iaSkfij^ oh too many of the foldiery ; in a particulai" 
thiEUi2)fir on thofe. who are hot natives. * * * 

I could wifli fome means could be devifed to caufe n^ore 
, frbiq[lietit' detirticMif of [tie eTtemy^i] troops^ Congrefs maJy' 
think of fome expedient : a lafgd: bouhty might have fome 
i^ffedi* aiid money to the foreigners in lieu of land. The 
botihtyv given "by general Howe to thofe who carry in arms, 
iifixteeh dollars as. we are told^ though his proclamation only 
expitiOes itiat ttiey fliall have the full value. To the inhabit* 
ants who will take up arms and join Huh, he promifcs land. 
: I JWte th^ haiibr t6 be» &c. G. W* 
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Sir, Morriflown, May 5, 1777. 

I WAS tliis morning honored with your letter of the 
third inftant, with its inclofures. — General Arnold's promo- 
tion gives me much plcafu'rc. He has certainly difcovered, 
in every inftanee where he has had ai^ opportunity, much 
bravery, aSivity, and enterprife. But what will be done 
about his rank ? — he will not aft mdft probably under thofe 
he commanded but a few weeks ago* 

I trufl the appoinf ment of Mr. Ludwick as fuperintendant 
of bakers w ill have the falutary confequences you mention : 
I have been long affured that many abufes have beert com- 
naitted for want of fome proper regulations in that depart* 
ment. 

By major Troop, one of general Gates's aides, and who 
left Albany on tuefday laft, J am informed the accqunts of 
general Carleton's approach towards Ticonderoga were pre- 
mature. He fays general Gates received a letter before he 
came away, from brigadier-general Wayne, of the twenty- 
fourth ultimo, in which he mentioned nothing of it ; — that 
three tlioufand troops had arrived there, all in high fpirits. 
and health, except nine ; — and that that poll could never be 
carried without the lofs of much blood. The proceedings of 
Congrefs And your letter of the twenty-ninth ultimo were the 
firft and only information I had of Mr. Carlet'on^s being on 
the Ipke, having heard nothing upon the fubjedl from gene- 
ral Gates or any other perfon. 

In mylaft I mentioned that Hxteen dollars bounty were 
given by general Howe to deferters with arms. I have rea- 
fon to believe from information received fince, and which 
feems to be generally credited, that he has advanced the boun- 
ty to twenty-four dollars. 

It is much to be wifhed that 6ur printers were more difcrect 
in many of tlieir publications. We fee, almofl in every paper> 
proc lamations or accounts tranfniittcd by the enemy, of an 

injurious 
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injurious nature. If fome hint or caution could be given 
them on the fubjeft, it might be of material fervice. 

By a perfon \rho has juft arrived here, it is reported that 
general Woofter is dead of his wounds, 

I would mention to Congrefs that in a day or two our 
military cheft will be exiiauftcd. I beg that a fupply may 
be forwarded as foon as poffible : if thcie ihould be a failure, 
we fhall have many things to apprehend. 

I have the honor to be, &c, G. W. 

I have inclofed a lift of ftores loft at Danbury. Y(ju will 
alfo receive a New-York paper, by whicli you will fee the 
enemy's account of that affair, and how little they have re- 
garded a true ftate. We are told certainly they had fony- 
feven men killed : and, fi-om the accounts that have been re- 
ceived, I think it may be fairly concluded that their loi's was 
inuch more confiderable than they make it. 



Sir, Aforriftfiw^', May 9, 1777. 

THIS will be delivered you by colonel Conwa^y, 
an Irifh gcndeman in the fervice of France, who came paf- 
fcnger in the Amphitrite, and was introduced to me yefter- 
day by a letter from Mr. Deane and one from general Heath, 
<wpics of which are ti anfniitted. 

This gentleman waits on Congrefs to obtain an appoint- 
ment in the army of the ftates, and, from Mr. Dcane's re- 
commendation, is an officer of merit. He fays no particular 
command was agreed on between him and Mr. Deane ; nor 
does he wifli othenvife than tliat Congrefs iliould exercife 
^heir own difcretion ; at the fame time he obfcrves that it will 
be mortifying to him to hold <t rank under that of meflieurs 
De Fcrmoy and De Borre, who were inferior officers in 
their own fervice, and fubjedl to his command. — He can 
give the charader of fcveral of the officers who were paffen- 
gers with him* 

I caunot pretend to fpeak of colonel Conway's merits or 
F 3 abilities! 
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abilities, of my own knowledge, having had but little opportu* 
nity to be acquainted with him. From what I caa diicover, he 
appears to be a man of candor : and if he has been in fervice 
as long as he fays he has, I fhould fuppofe him infinitely better 
qualified to ferve us, than many who have been promoted, 
as he fpeaks our language. He feems extremely anxious' to 
return to camp, as the campaign may be expeded to become 
active every day ; and wi(hes Congrefs to determine what* 
ever command they may think proper to honor him writh* as 
{bon as they, {hall think it expedient. 

I have the honor to be, &c, G. W; 



THE inclofed is copy of a letter vrhich was^ hand- 
ed to me*by rtoflfieur Mottin de la Balme, from SilaJj Deane, 
ef^uiye. : For a more particular account of his merit and 
fervices, I muft refer you to himfelf. I have founded him 
la^'^o his expectations, and find that nothing under a lieu- 
^fent-c^olonclcy of horfe will content him. If you fhould, 
frowi his own account, or from what you can coUe£tfrom 
otiifens, think proper to confer this rank upon him, there is no 
vac/apcy in any other corps except that of colonel Sheldon. 
^ I am feftaid we fhall never be able to find places vacant, 
tqual to^ the expecStations of the French gentlemen who are 
now here/much lefs for thofe that will follow. The high 
raiik'C deferred upon thrife •^ho firfV came over, msfny of 
whom 4i^ no pretenfioris- either from their fervices or mci- 
•rk, has nat^fallj^ raifed thi expeftations of thbfe who come 
properly^ i^ecdmmended, to fuich apitch, that I know not 
ivhat ^^iH'fatfefy them* Indeed it is not to be imagined 
that a gentleman and an old foldier can fubrhit to be com- 
•manded-'b^' -a-perfon in this tiountry, whom he remembers 
^'to have been his inferior in France. I know not how we 
can remedy this evil, or' put a flop to the growth of it, but 
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ky being very circuoifped for the future, on whom wc coiife(; 
Mpk istbove ihat of a fubaltern. 

UiavelhcboooFtobe,^. G. W. 



81JI, - , . Mortiflown^ Mqj lO, 1777-. 

SINOB I bad tbe honor of addreiSng you on ttur 
fifSi inftant, oolftiing material has occurred. 

lodofcd yoo will be pleafed to receive a general return of 
our forces in Jerfey, die fiscth inftaat» which is the firft I 
have been able to obtain with any degree of accuracy. 

I have not heard from gcoeral De Haas fince his promo* 
tion. As foon as I was informed, of it» I wrote and requeft* 
ed him to rqiair to camp : btit» having received no anfvver, J 
Slip ^prchenfive my letter mifcarried. I ^^iih Copgrcfs to 
giyje ;i)im W>tice of bis appointment^ and ^ii^e^ions to join 
di^army^r if he acc^pt$ his coo^W^oa and is not prev€a|)tf4 
by i^fpoiition* 

TbrpQgl) the board of war- 1 ^ve been favored with a 
cqpy ,of general Gates's letter of the tiyeiUy-ninth ultimo^ 
Hudfop'srriver aqd the pafles in the Highlands I always coQr 
fukred a|S objefSts of great importance, and accordingly h$.v^ 
prQyjdedifoi: their fecurity icik the beft manner my judgment 
could dire4^ a^d the circumft^nces of ^e army admit. If they 
are lef;^ fecure than we wiih. jdieoi to be, it is owing to our 
inajbility au4n(?t to inatteptipa, I have written to general 
M'Dougal^ and will dp it again, to employ iQuch of his care 
upon this fubjeii. War, in theory^ a^d themode§ of de- 
fence, aj-cobvipi^ and eafy; bujt, in pra^ce^ they are 
more difficult. .Unhappily for u$» the me^ns in our power 
do np^ always accord with our wifhej or what would be o^r 
interel^ to purfue> 

As yet none of the eaftern tioops have paiTcd the Norths 

, river, except two fmall detachments from Connecticut and 

Khode-Iiland, amounting to about two bundre4 and feveniy» 

. w})icb miffed my orders till they had got oyer. Thefc I fhall 

F4 ^ fend 
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Ibnd back after we are more reinforced, unlefs the movc- 
ments of the enemy in this quarter make their detention ne- 
ceffary. The reft of the eaftcrh troops which have marched 
(except the feven regiiTients from Maflachufetts and three 
from New-Hampfhire, ordered immediately to Ticondero- 
ga) are at and on their way to Peekfkill, as mentioned in my 
letter of the third, — where they are to remain with all the 
York troops except Vanfchaick's and Ganfevoort's now at 
the northward, till general Howe's defigns and intended oper- 
ation^ are better underftood. This difpofition appearing to 
me arid my general officers the beft that could be made in 
bUf ftate of uncertainty, was adopted. The two ti-oops of 
hbrfe, recommended by Cdngrefs to be fent to general Gates, 
Ihall goasibon ascircurhftahCeswill admit. Atprefent wehave 
not more than are boriftantly employed at the different pofts: 
General Heath, in a letter of the thirtieth ultimo, mention* 
jharthe tnilifary .phcft at the eaflward is exhaufted, and that 
^ fupply will be wanted much to defray the expenfes which 
wm arife on the removal of the military and ordnance ftores 
'fo*1Spring field, . He fay's Mr. Hancock was to write upon 
the fubjedl, and requcfted I would alfo mention it to Con-* 
grT^s in my firft letter. 

Accounts have been frequently exhibited of late by the of- 
ficers; 'rerpefl:ing fubfiflence whilft recruiting and on their 
march. As I <i6 not recolle6l: the provifion Congrcfs have 
made in fuch cafes, I wilh to be informed, and to be favor-» 
ed with a copy of their feveral refoh'es upon the fubjeft. 

A confideration of the return tranfmitted, and of the fe- 
veral detachments that have joined, and which Ibrm it, will 
^ew Congrefs what our fituation has been. 
^i have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



► Sir, ' . Morrifiown^ May I a, 1777, 

' ' THIS will be delivered you by general Arnold who 

arijvecth'ere to-day in his way to Philadelphia. He feems 

"* ** ■ to 
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jtohfi anxious to fettle his public accounts which are of con> 
Iiderable amount, and waits on Congrefs, hoping they will 
appoint a committee of their body, or pf fuch gentlemen a^ 
they ihall judge proper, to take tiie matter into confideration. 
This he confiders the more neccflary, as he has hcarS fomc 
reports have been propagated, injurious to his charafter as a 
man of integrity. If any fuch afperfiDiis lie againft him, it is 
but reafonable that he fhould have an opportunity of vindi- 
cating himfelf and evincing his innocence, 

. I find he does not confide r the promotion Codgrefs have 
been pleated to confer upon him fufficient to obviate die negleO: 
arifing from their havipg omitted him in their late appoint^ 
ments of major-generals. He obfervcs it does not give hiojL 
the rank he had a claim to from feniprity in the line of bri- 
gadiers, and that he is fubjedl to be commanded by thofe 
>vho had been inferior to him. He further adds, that Con- 
grefs,. in their laft refolve refpedliiig him, have -ackhowledg- 
ed him competent to the ftation of major-general, and there- 
fore have done away every objecSion implied by their former 
omiffion. Thefe confideratlons.are not without their v^ight, 
though I pretend notto judge what motives may have influenced 
theconduft of Congrefs upon this occafion. It is needlefs Jto fay 
any thing of this gentleman's military chara'fter : it is uni^ 
Verfally known that he has at\v?ys diftinguifhed himfelf as a 
judicious, brave officer, of gr^at adlivity, enterprife and 
perfeverance.— Ihave the honor to |ie, &c. G. W. 



Sir, * ^AforriJIown^ May 12, l*m* 

I WAS this morning honored with your letter of the . 
tenth inftant, accompanied by rfie proceedings of Congreft 
pf the day before. 

The condudl of too many officers m withholding the pay 
of their foldiers, I am peiTuaded, is reprcheniible, and has 
been the caiife of uneafmeis and of many djelertions. Every 
fnc^fvire inmv power \Viir*be exerted to prevent fuch abuf^s 

in 
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10 future, and every aid given to pnnifli the offenders hi wn 
c^fi^ipplary Qianner. But Congrcfs will cxcufc me when I 
t^U d^m it will be ioipoffible to comply with their recom* , 
f]{]|endation upon this fubjefi:, unlefs the general oficcn 
Tvitbdraw their ^tt^ntion from matters of the utnioft import 
fa^ce, and fuch as require tlx^ir conflant carq. Weiie ^i,s 
not die caie» the difperfed fituation of tlie officers at this timet 
Arough the different ftates on the recruiting (i^rvice wquIiF 
prohibit the inquiry. Nor do I apprel^nd the regulations 
empowering and enjoining the regunentalpayjiiaiiers to bring 
tb^ to an account will be found competent to tl>e end. Such 
officers will be proper to ftatc the accpunts in the firft in* 
llance, and to receive vouchers, &c, but will not do to fettle 
ibem finally^ as their connexions with the regiments .will fub^ 
je(^ then) much to the influence of the officers. 

I fliould fuppofe, if two or three gentlemen of integrity^ 
^nd of ability in accounts, were appointed auditors to i^ttend 
^ army till the bufinefs is iiniihed> it would be the be(l f;^^ 
pedient that could be fallen on. They would be a checlf; On 
the paymafters, and, I am peifuaded, will be the means pf 
the accounts being fairly and juftly liquidated- If a fettle- 
ment can be once obtained^ I truft the fame confuiion w^U 
never take place again, as the paymafters will receive and pay 
all money due to the regiments, and account for it, and as 
die army is on a moi*e permanent footing than it ever was 
Wore: for tliis, like.moA other inconveniences and.dii^- 
culties which we have experienced, is to be imputed in a 
great meafure to fliort cnliftments and the frequent diffolu- 
lion of Qur troops. 

A rpturn of the army in Jerfcy, as late as the Cxth inftant, 
I tranfmitted yefterday morning in a letter by Mr, Randolph 
of Chefnut-ftreet, which you will probably receive ti-day^ 
d.nd from which Cougrpfs will be able to determine the expe- 
diency of calling out the militia from Delaware and Pennfyl- 
y;inia. Though it gives me pain that we ihould be under the 
neceffitj' of recurrit^ to fuch a meafure, yet 1 IhouW fup- 
• po(« 

a 
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tfdfe i.t to be adyifible. Our army is weak, an4 by no 
i^eans egual to that of the enetny ; wiy till their defigns arc 
known arid we arc more reinforced with regular troops, we 
^puld^be prepared in the beft manner we can. I would o\h> 
ferve, if the militia are called out, it Ihould be for a fixed 
detenpln^te time : for, though they will certainly returu 
yrhcn diat expires, yet that is more tolerable than for them 
to go off in parties every day as their whim and caprice fug* 
geff, — which hag always been the cafe when the time was not 
flated. i would alfo obfcrve, if it is poffible, they fliould 
bp engaged to anarch out of their (lates if ordered. If theif 
fervice is located, they will move with great reludance, if 
they do at all. 

On faturday a fmart fldrmifh happened with a detachment 
of our troops whp attacked a number of the enemy near 
f ifcaUwa, in which our men behaved well, and obliged the 
enemy to give way twice (as reported to me) with lofs. TTie 
enemy receiving a ftrong reinforcement, our people retreated 
to thw poft. — I cannot give the particulars, as they have not 
been fufficiently afcertaincd. Their picjuets were alfo attack* 
ed yefterday by fomc of our parties from Boundbrook, and 
forced within their lines. 

I have die honor to be, &c. G. W* 



Sir, Morriftown^ May i6, 1777, 

YOUR letter of the fifteendi I had the honor to receive 
laft night at eleven o'clock. — The commiffion inclofed (ox 
monfieur Armand I fhall deliver him as foon as I fee bim,-« 
Agreeable to your requeft, I will give commiflions to the 
brigadiers, aijd will afcertain their rank by their originajl 
commiiTions when I obtain them.— The inquiry direded, re-^ 
fpefiing major Campbell, fhall be made, and that be donp 
which jQhall appear right, 

I fear it will be hardly poflSble to fatisfy the views an^ 
claims of fome of the French gentlemen. The late promo:, 

tion 
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tipn of mDufieur Malmady, though highly honorable, and 
fuch as (hould be confidered fully if not more than adequate 
tq his pretenfions taken upon any principle, does not come 
pp to his demands. He arrived here yefterday morning, and 
Jias been writing to me upon the fubjeft. From the high 
mark's of di{lin6ljon but too readily conferred upon thefe men 
in many inflances,.they feem to have loft fight of what is 
juft and reafopable. It would have been happy for us, par- 
ticularly fpr me and for the gentlemen themfelves, if a too 
eafy grant of favors had not induced them to contemn all 
rank in our army under that of neld-ofiicers :— nor is it in 
my power to give commands to every appointment. I fhall 
inform monfieur Armand (and reconcile him to it in the beft 
manner I can) that there is no vacancy for him at prefeht : 
and I would beg leave to fuggeft, that, where promotions 
are made in future from political and honorary motives, it 
would be well for Congrcfs to explain to the gentlemen that 
it may be fome time before they can be put in aftual com- 
mand. This might prevent their eniertaining fufpicions of 
negle£t on my part, which the fituation of the army will not 
allow me to obviate. There is no vacancy for monfieur 
Malmady, of the rank he now holds, unlefs the merits of 
many other officers, who have fei-ved with reputation and 
much longer here, are to be overlooked to make way for 
him, — Such a meafure will neither be pradlicable, nor pru-» 
dent to attempt. 

■ By a ietter from general Heard who is at Pompton, I am 
informed tliut colonels Barton and Bufkirk with three hun- 
dred tory levies from Bergen, on the morning of the thir- 
teenth, attempted to furprife- and cut off about feventy of his 
militia ftationed at Pyramus. The officer happily had no- 
tice of their defign, and eluded it by moving his poft. It 
liappened that the morning was foggy ; and the enemy enter- 
ing at diiFerent places, their parties engaged. General Heard 
feys their lofs could not be afcertained : but, froin the reports 

of 
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•f the inhabitants, ten of their men were killed and carried 
away at one time, and feveral wounded^ 

I have the honor to be, &c. \ G* W« 



Sir, Morrljiowny May il, 1777* 

INCLOSED I have the honor to t'ranfmit you a. 
general return of the forces In Jerfey. It it regimentally di-^ 
gefted, and will fliew the ftfength of each corps. I fhould 
not have fent it fo particularly made out, had I not conceiv- 
ed the conveyance by which it goes from hence entirely fe- 
cure. — I have nothing material to add refpefting the enemy. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

. P. S. I need not fugged to Congrefs the neceffity of keep- 
ing our numbers concealed from the knowledge of the public. 
Nothing but a good face and falfe appearances has enabled 
us hitherto to deceive the enemy rcfpe'dling our ftrength* 



Sir, Morrtflown^ May 24, 1777. 

I BEG leave to inform Congrefs, that, imlnediately 
after the receipt of their refolve of the twenty-fixth of March, 
recommending the office of adjutant-general to be filled by th» 
appointment of a perfon of ahilities and unfufpefted attachment 
to our caufe, I wrote to colonel Timothy Pickering of Salem, 
oflPering hrm the poft in the firft inftance, and tranfmitciag 
at the fame time a letter for colonel William Lee whom 
Congrefs had been pleafcd to mention, to be delivered him 
in cafe my offer could not be accepted. This conduct, 
in preference of colonel Pickering, I was induced to adopt 
from the high charadler I had of him, both as a great mili- 
tary genius cultivated by an induftrious attention to the 
ftudy of war, and as a gentleman of liberal education, dit-. 
tinguiftied zeal, and great method and a£livity in bufmefs. 
This charadler of him 1 had from gentlemen of diftiniUoa 
and merit, and on whofc judgment I cpuld rely; ' 



j» GENERAL WASHiN6TC>?^»S 

When my letter reached colonel PiGkering, at firA vleW 
he thought his fituation in iefpeA to public affairs wotjld 
not perrtiit him to accept the port. That for colonel Lte 
ht fent immediately to him, who,* in confequence of it, re-* 
paired to head-quarters. By colonel Lee I received a letter 
irbm colonel Pickering, ftating more particularly the caufes. 
"^trtiich prevented hini acicepting the office when It was oifisr* 
€Af afrid afluring me that he would jn a little time accommo^ 
Acte his affairs in f uch a manner as to conre into any mi* 
fifory poll in which hie might be ferviceabfe, and diought 
equal to* 

Here I am to mdrlc with peculiar fatfefadiion, in Jiiftice to' 
eblonei Lee who has dcfcrvedly ac^qliired tlie reputation o( a 
good officer, that he expreffed a (liftrUft" of hift abilities to filf 
Aeappoihtment intended for him ; and, on hearing that colo-* 
BcTPickering would adcept It, he not only offered but' wifhed 
to rch'riquirti his claim to* it in favor of him, whom he declar-' 
ed he confidered, from a very inthttate and friendly acquaint-* 
ince, as a firft military charafter; and that he knew nogtti-* 
tieman better or fo well qualified for the pofl among us.—* 
Ifefalters being thus circ?umflanced, and colonel Lee pleafed 
iHritb the command he was in, t Wrote to colonel dickering 
dtt bi8 return, vvho accepted the office, and' is daily eJc* 

' Ih this bufineft I beg Congteft to be afluredj though colo* 
mJ Lee was poftponed in the firft inftanoc, their feconv* 
ihefidation had its due weight j and that fto motive, otlier 
than a regard to the fervice, induced nie to prefer colonel 
Pickering* His ackftowledged abilities and equal peal,— 
HVfthout derogating from the merits of Colonel Led who 
holds a high place in miy efteenii — gave him a'pfeference : 
arrtd I flatter my felf the cairfe will be promoted in his ap- 
pointment, efpecially as we fhall have two good officers in, 
H6n'of one, who, I am perfiiaded, will do honor to them- 
iMvfes in the line in which they move* 
• Confidering die pafles through the Highlani of the ut- 
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mt>ft kdpdktaficcf to fecUfe; I fent generals Greene and Knoit 
about a fortnight agd to fee ifvhsit h^d been done for their 
^fence, arid to co>ilf(itt With the general officers they flioufcf 
meet, u|X)n fuqh furtli^f meafafe^ as itiight be deemed necelf^ 
fary for their grcalef fafety* The inclofed copy of theif re* 
port will fully convey their fentimeilts upon the fubjedl ; to 
which I beg feavt (o fefet Corigrefe.— I haVe fent geh^ral 
Ptitnam to command iii. that quarter^ and have mftruiSbed 
hioi to ufe every poflible means in his power for expediting 
aad efib^ing the works arid ob(lru6lions mentioned in the 
report. Fearihg thUt the cables mi^t not be procured in tirite^ 
1 havt^ diredied his particular and immediate attention to fix«- 
ing. the boom« However, as the cables would render that 
more fecure, and will be extremely ferviceable in the opinion 
of the officers, — ^if they are to be had in Philadelphia, I 
would advife Congrefs to order them to be purchafed send 
fbtWardfed without lofs of dme : — they canoot be got elfe* 
where. They muft be proportioned to the width of thi 
fiver, which is abdut Eve hundred and forty yards ; and, a$ 
they will be of moft ufe if diagonally laid, the geritlemed 
dlkik they (hotxld not be lefs than four hundred and fifty h^ 
tboois long, and of the largeft fize that can be had. Unlefi 
they are large and fubflantial, they will anfwer no purpofei 
and will not fuftain their weight when ftretched. 

I fliduld be glad to know whether it be the intention of 
Coflgrefc that one of the already*appohited general officer^ may 
be aflfigfied to the command of the light-horfe, or vrhethet 
they have in contemplation the appointing of one for this 
)>urpofc ^— if the firft, I (ball imriiedtately name one to that 
dlity ; — ^if the fecorid, they will be pleafed to chufe one, ai k 
k time we fllould have our arrangements complete. 

I have nothing of htlportance to communicate, uhlefs it is 
that feyenteen (hips ate faid to have arrived at New- York 
ba the tvventy-fecoild, and tfiat otbfers were in theo&ig; 
A repon has alio prevailed, and lias coni^ through two ct 
Alfoe chmtielit thatgtjv^moi- Tryoft (that was) isdead of th€ 
\%lrMnd he teceirtd iitthrDanbtfrf e:t{)edItioti: and-x^rie ac> 
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count is that lieutenant-K:o!onel Walcot fell in the engage- 
ment at Ridgefield. I do not know how far the fadts are 
to be depended on : — it fecnis certain that Mr. Tryon wa» 
■wounded. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. As I do not ki^w what particular purpofes Con- 
grefs had in- view when they ordered colonel Harrifon's re- 
giment of artillery to be raifed, I do not think myfelf at li- 
berty to give any direcftions about ft ; but i( they have no 
certain employment for it iiwiew, I could with them to order 
the whole, orfuth part of it as they ihall judge proper, to joirt 
this army, as we are in great want of more artlUery-itieii 
than wc iiavc. — It will not be ncccflary that the artillery 
ihould comc- 



« Sir, . Morrijlown^ May 28, I777- 

THE inglored is a copy of a letter received yefterday 
from s.-Vieral FIowc, Congrefs will perceive, by referring to 
the copy of his letter of the twenty-firft of April tranfmitted 
in mine of the twenty-Cxth, tiiat he perfevered in his demand 
for un equal number of p] ifoners to be returned for thofc 
fent out by him ; which has been the fubjeiJl of controverfy. 
between us. As general. Ko we has called Dpon me again 
for my finul decifion upon the fubject, and Congrefs arc 
fully poffeffed of it, having received trahfcripts oiF every 
paper refpeding it,-^! wifli them to take the matter undei; 
tiieir earlicfl: conlideratio'Jij aiid to inform me as foon as tliey" 
can, whether the grounds on which it has been conducted bj 
me are agreeable to their ideas, and whether my objedioni 
arc or are not to be departed from. The affair is particularly; 
ftated in my letter of the ninth ultimo to general Howe, in 
aiifwer to. the paper addrcEed to me by lieutenant-colonel 
Walcot ; copies of which were inclofed in my letter to the 
prcTideiit on the tenth of the fame month. The difpute, fo 
far as general Lee is concerned, refts at prefent pn their de- 
claring him exchslngeable,. as other prifdhers are> on the 
principle of equality pf rank ; lo enfure which, or his fafety, 
. *7 lieutenaHt<^ 
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l^eUtciiant-coIond Caiilpbell and the Heffian fielcl-officers are 
detained. The other objedlioa to returning their prifoners u» 
that a great prx>portioil of thofe fent oiit by theni were not fit 
fubjevSts of exchange \Vhen releafcd, and were made fo t>y 
the fe verity of their treatment and confinement, and there-^ 
fore a deduction {hoiild be made from the llfti 

Good faith items to require that we (hoUld retiirn as many 
of theirs at leall: as we received effeftiVes from themj — I meaii 
iuch as could be confidered capable of being exchanged ; and 
perhaps found policy, that the agreement fubiifting for ex- 
changes Ihould continue. On the other hand it may be faid 
that our prifoners in general, in the enemy's hands at prefcnt, 
will have greater fecurity by out retaining them, and that ge- 
neral Howe will be lefs apt to relinquiili any part of his claims 
the more the number iil oiii" hands is diminiflied by* an ex- 
diingCi 

Icorifefs I am tinder gteat difficulty in this bufinefs; But 
what IS more particularly the caufe of this application is thtf 
latter part^of the firft paragraph of the inclofed copy y-^^^and 
for your determination refpe^ing the prifoners now Jurcy that 
1 rAay'make my arraligerAcnts accordingly.^^ — This is douched 
in terms of great ambiguity ; and I am really at a lofs what 
interpretation to give it,— whether he intends that his con* 
du£l refpefting them {hall be as I advife — (this appears more 
favorable than can well be expeQed), — or that> if the previ- 
ous demand is not anfwercd in a fatisfaftory manner, he 
fliali confidcr them on a different footing from that on which 
Cur former prifoners werej and the agreement totally dil» 
folved. We are told government offered the prifoners they 
ttjok to the India company, and they hjive procured an adt 
difpcnfing with that of the habeas-corpus in particular 
Cafes of perfons fuppofed inimical to them, &9» How far 
they or their commanders may adopt thcfe meafures, remains 
tt> be known : — I have only mentioned them as they ref]>eii 
the general fubjeft of my letter. 

Notwichftanding my recommendation agreeable to what I 
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conceived to be the fenfe of Congrefs, lieutenant-dolone 
CampbeH's treatment continues to be fuch as cannot be juf- 
tlfiejd either on the principles of generofity, or llri£t retah'a- 
tjon ; as I have authentic information, and I doubt not you will 
have the fame, that general Lee's fituation is far from being 
. rigorous or uncomfortable :— except his not being permit- 
ted to go at large on parole, he has reafon to be content 
\yith every other circumftance of his treatment, 
^ I am juil: moving to Boundbrook, from whence I re- 
turned yeftcrdciy morning. On monday morning a body 
of the enemy advanced iicar that poft. They retreated, on 
feeing a detachment march to meet them. There was fome 
iiring at long (liot, but without any great damage. We had 
only three men flightly wounded. What their lofs was, I 
know not : three of their light-horfe were killed. — By advices 
from the eafiward, the troops are coming from Rhode- Ifland. 
Ijiiave the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Middlebrook, May 29^ I777-' 

K . I TI^JS morning had the honor of your letter of the 
twentv-reventh, with its inclofures.~I ihall pay the ftridlcft 
attention to the relblutions tranfmitted me; however, lam 
UQt vyithout apprehenfjons that the regulation lately adopted, 
refpe£i:ing chaplains, will not anl'wer. IrecoUedl, when one 
was afligncd in the courfe of laft year to two regiments, the 
prevailing opinion was, — and that founded on a variety of rea- 
fons, — that it. would not da ; and the old mode of appoint- 
ment was inrroduced again. 

. General Schuyler's propofal for raifmg one pr two troops 
o.f horfe, I think a go(xl one. I intendeds to write to him 
upon cIk^. fuhjetSl before the receipt of your favor, and fl\all 
do it by the firft opportunity, 

: I an ived here ycfterday evening : nothing, of importance 
has occurred fince ; and I have nothing further to add, than 
that I have the honor to be, &c. G» W. 
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Sir, Head-Quarters^ Middlehrook Camp, May 31, 1777. 

'SINCE I did myfelf the honor to write to you the 

twenty-ninth, I have received the inclofed intelligence. As 

it comes from a perfon of veracity, and one who Is much in 

the confidence of the enemy, I have no doubt as to the fa£t 

of the two brigades having come over from New-York to 

Amboy, and alfo that a number of waggons have been 

brought from Staten and Long-Ifland. Thefe accounts arc 

corroborated by information of the fame kind from fevcral 

diflFerent quarters. But I do not place fo much dependence 

upon the account of the intended attack upon this place, be- 

caufc I think, if fuch a m;itter was really in agitation, it 

would be kept a profound fecret : I rather am of opinion that 

it is thrown out to deceive. But at any rate, taking it for 

granted that they are aflembling their troops and carriages, 

what can they have in view hut a move, either immediately, 

or when their reinforcement (if they get any) arrives ? and 

if they do move, I can fee no other cbjedl but Philadelphia. 

It is true they have feemed for fome time paft to have laid a- 

iide all thoughts of attempting that city by land : but if they 

had only the attacking this army in contemplation, they would 

never encumber themfelves with a large train of waggons-, 

which, if they were fuccefeful, would retard them in their 

purfuit, and, if defeated, would be in danger of falling into 

our hands. 

I inclofe you an extrajft of a letter which I received frpm 
general Sullivan. — If the two India fliips which have been 
cut down are gone out to fea, I fhould fuppofe they are in- 
tended for the Delaware, becaufethey are not capable of per-* 
forming a rough or long voyage. This, if true, looks as if 
a fudden correfponding move by land was intended ; for they 
will never fend their (liips long before their troops. 

Thefe, you will pleafe to obferve, are mere conjeftures 
upon circumftances : for the aftions of the enemy have for 
a long time paft be^n fo different from appearances, that I 

G 2 hardly 
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hardly dare to form an opialon. But I would wtfli to piofif 
by fcvery piece of intelligence, and be prepared to ward off* 
every danp;er that thi^afcnj?. I would therefore recommend 
that the Pennfylvania militia, who are aircmbled at Briflcl 
f6r thedx'pr^fs piirpofe of guarding the river and oppofing the 
J)affage of the enemy^ fhould he piit under the comiUctno of a 
good general officer, who would fee that they ate kept to 
their duty, and prepai'ed for a fudden emergency. Except 
(his is done, they may as well be at home. 

t laft niglit received a letter from general M'Dougal, art 
extra£l of which ydu havd inclofed. By this it appears that 
a reinforcement is arrived, but whether from Canada or EtJ- 
tope, is uncertain. You will obferve that he Hkcwife men- 
tions, that eight tranfpons with foot, and a fchooner with 
horfes and hay, liad fallen down. — We can only form con^- 
jedWres at preleflt of the pldce of their deftrnation : but if they 
ftand fouthward, Philadelphia is the moft probable place. 

I have the pleafure to communicate a very agreeable piece 
of intelligence which I have received from general Parfon^, 
6f the deftruitioti of twelve of the enemy's veCTels in Sag-har- 
bor upon the eaft end of Long*Ifland. 1 give you his letter 
at length, which I think refledls high honor upon the con- 
du£i: and bravery of colonel Meigs, his officers, and men, 

I have the honor to be^ &c< G. W- 



Sir, Head-Quarteri^ Afiddlebroohy May 31, 1777. 

MONSIEUR Coudray is juit arrived at camp, and pro- 
poics to fct out to-mprrow for Philadelphia. What his 
views are, I am uncertain* having had no converfation with 
iiim upon the fubje(Si :• but I tind an idea prevails th-it there 
isi aa agrqcment between Mr* Deane and him, that he fiial! 
have die chief command of the artillery. How well founded 
this opinion may be, I cannot dctcrmiiKe : but if it be true, it 
may involve the niofl: injurious confequenccs. General 
Knox, who has defervedly acquired the character of one of 

the 
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the moft valuable officers in the fervice, and who, combat> 
ing almofl innumerable difficulties in the department he fills, 
has placed the artillery upon a footing that does him the 
grcateft honor, — ^hc, I am pcrfuaded, would contiderhimfelf in- 
jured by an appointment luperceding his command, and would 
not think himfelf at liberty to continue in the fervice. Should 
fuch an event take place in the prefent ftate of things, there 
would be too much reafon to apprehend a train of ills, fuch 
as might convulfe and unhinge this important department. 

Suppofmg monfieur Coudray to have made fuch an agree- 
mcnt> the cafe is of great difficulty, and, in my opinion, 18 
worthy of the mod delicate confideration of Congrefs. Yet 
may not means be ftill devifed to fatisfy this gentleman by ap- 
pointing him to fome command not derogatory to his promifed 
rank, and which will be agreeable to him ? From the re- 
commendations we have had of him, I am obliged to eft^efti 
him of high cbara£^er, and of great knowledge in what he 
profefles : and, from this confideration and the manner in 
which he is mentioned to us, it appears that much addrefs and 
delicacy mud: be ufed, to conciliate matters. 

Many reafons, befides thofe I have noted, might be af^ 
figned for continuing general Knox jfirft in command in thi$ 
department^ wljich,, on reflexion, will readily occur. I 
would only oblerve» without infinuating the moft diftant fha- 
dow of diftrufl: of monfieur Coudray's honor, candor, or in«- 
tegrity, that, on the general maxims of prudence and policy, 
it may be quellioned with much propriety whether fo impor- 
tant a command as that of the artillery ihould be Veiled in 
■any but a native, or one attached by the tics of Intetcft to 
thefe ftates. 

■ Congrefs will bp pleafed to cxcufc the freedom I have ufed 
upon this occafion, and, I truft, will impute it to the impor- 
tance of the fubjeft which gave rife fo it. 

J havp the honor tq be, &p, Q. w^ 
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Sir, Head-Quarters, Middlebrook, June 2, 1777. 

THE inclofed copies of generals Gates and Poor's let- 
ters, which jufl now came to hand, contain the lateft advices 
from the northern army. Thefe I thought it proper to tranf- 
mit, as I am not authorifed to conclude that general Gates 
had written to Congrefs upon the fubjecl of their contents. 
I wifh our accounts from that quarter may be happy, if Mr. 
Carleton makes an attack.— The fhameful deficiency in all 
our armies affords but too juft grounds for difagreeable apprc- 
henfions : if the quotas affigned the different ftates are not 
immediately filled, we fliall have every thing to fear. We 
fhall never be able to refill their force, if the militia are to 
be relied on ; nor do I know whether their aid, feeble and 
ineffedlual as it is, is much to be expefted. — Can no expe- 
dients be devifed to complete the regiments, and to roufe our 
unthinking countrymen from their lethargy ? — If there can, 
the fituation of our affairs calls loudly for it. 

I have the honor to be, &:c. G. W. 

P. S. Mr. Boudinot, commiffary-general for prifoners, 
will deliver this. He goes to Philadelphia on bufmefs re- 
fpcdting his department, and has feveral matters to fettle and 
adjuft with Congrefs, which are effential and neceffary 
to a regular discharge of his duty. To him I beg leave to 
refer you upon the lubjedt, and wifli him to have your at^ 
tention. 



Sir, Head-Qjuarters, Middlebrook, J^^^ 3> 1777- 

I WOULD take the liberty of addreiSng a few lines 
to Congrefs on a matter which appears to me of importance, 
and which is conlidered in the fame light by many of our of- 
ficers, and others not in the military line. — -The fubjedl I 
allude to is the condition of many perfons now with the 
enemy, who, deluded by their arts and a mifguided attachment 
to their mcafures, fled from the protcdlion of the ftates, 

to 
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to find fecurity with them, and who, in many inftances, are 
in arms againfl: us. 

It has been fuggefted through various channels, — and the 
fuggeftion feems to be credited, efpecially as fome have al- 
ready efcaped, — that many of thefe unhappy people, convin- 
ced of their error and the wicked part they have taken, would 
embrace the earlielT: opportunity of leaving the enemy and 
returning among us, were they fure of being received into 
our friendfhip again, and of enjoying their property and the 
rights of citizens. 

This fubjed, in the conCderation of it, ftrikes me as im- 
portant, interefting, and delicate,— involving many confe- 
quencies worthy of mature deliberation and attention. As 
fuch, — and deeming myfelf incompetent to it, — I think it my 
duty to fubmit it to Congrefs for their difcuflion, to take fuch 
meafures therein as they fhall efteem neceffary and right. 

If thefe people, particularly thofe in arms, are ingenuous in 
what has been hinted, and it is their wlfli, or that of any 
confiderable part of them, to return, — I (hould fuppofe that 
it would be expedient, and founded in found policy, to give 
every fuitable affurance to induce them to come. Such an 
event would he attended with falutary efFe6ls, would weaken 
the enemy, diftrefs them greatly, and would probably have 
a moft happy influence in preventing others from joining 
their arms. • On the other hand, the indulgence may be lia- 
ble to great abufe, fuppofing it not to be duly guarded : or if 
the cfFcCls produced by it /hould be partial, they will not be 
adequate to the ends in view. Yet, as the enemy on their 
part are ufing every device they are capable of, to feduce 
both foldiers and citizens from our fervice into theirs, and 
have fucceeded but too well, it is generally thought in the 
military line that fomething (hould be attempted tocountera£t 
them. Whether Congrefs will be of the fame fentiment, 
and,— if they fhould,— what and how extenfive the mode and 
indulgence ought to be, is entirely with them. 

There is one difficulty that occurs to me, fuppofing the 
G 4 meafure 
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ijieafqrc to be adopted.-— What line of difcrimination can-he 
drawn upon fuch an occalion, though circumftances fnoujd 
differ and feem to require it ? While the poor, deluded, ig- 
porant» duped by artifices and a thoufand caufes to lead them 
wrong, have a claim to their country's pardon and induU 
gCKCc, there arp many of well- informed underftanding, 
who, from their early-avowed h(rflile difpofitiQns and in-^ 
veterate difrcgard of her rights, and thofe who have takeni 
^^ double and triple part, cannot have the iair.p pretenfions ; 
— whofe only view in returning may be to fervc their own 
fordid purpofes, and the l3e|:ter to promot(? thofe plans they 
have fleadily purfued, 

One thing more { would obferve, which is, that jf Con^ 
grefs jqdge an adoption of meafures eligible on the Tubjet^ of 
p^y letter, the fooner jt is come into, the better, for the moft 
ohvioufi reafons ; and the time allowed for thofe to returq 
Mrbo wiih.thc indulgence, fliould be fixed at a iliort period, 
fr^Ot longer, in my opinion, than till the f day of 

"t -pcxt; otherwife they may avail themfelves> of the 

Circumftancc, apd wait events to decide their choice, If any 
ffood confequcnces are produced, the means cai^ be renewe4 
^d further extended. 

Congrefs will b^ plpafed to e^^cnfc me for thus freely 
communicating my feqtiments, efpecially when I affure them 
that they are didlated by what J ^fteem n^y duty, 

J have the honor to be, &c, G, W, 

P. S. Th^ more I copfidpr the fubject of qiy letter, the 
more important apd jnterefling it appears^ I ^m inclined tq 
think, if .t;he meafure propofed fhould be depm?d expedient, 
' that it will be better that the indulgenci^s and affurances 
for tl^cir rt^tuni flio^W be cgmraunicated through the me^ 
dium, of .fofiie fecoiid, fecret hand, qualified to offer them and 
i^egotia^p ^hp, bufipefs, radier than by an zGt of public ap-r 
4)or.it;y^, Opportunities, I fhppld fpppofp, rqay he fpupd, \>y 
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whicli theyjTiay obtain due information in that way^ ai«t 
\rhich will not hold out to the enemy the fame caufc of (uf^' 
picion. and of vigilance to prevent their efcaping, Whateripr 
mode fhall be confidered moft ^dvifable, ihould be imnwdw 
^tely adopted. What time ihppld be allowed in the iirft 
inftance, I am at a lofs to determine: if the continuance. 
15 too fliort, there may be danger of their not .being. aph* 
prifed fo as to get oiF: if it is too long, they'll defer mat- 
ters 10 the laft, and ait then afe circumftances of intereft 
diSate,— -To err in the former will be leaft injurious. 



. $1^.9 JIeadyQuart£rs, M^ddlehrook^ Jwy: 5, 1777* 

INCLOSED you will receive a copy- of a letter: 
from general Howe, of this date. You will perceive ho^ 
extremely prefling he is for an anfwer to the demands in 
his letters of the twenty-firft of Api'il and twenty i-fecond* 
ultimo. As I jeferrcd the confederation of them to Coii* 
grcfs in mine of the itwenty-eighth of May requeuing their 
opinion, I entreat that they will not defer giving it, that I 
ipay re|^uri> an anfwer, I fli all impatiently wait their fcEK 
timents, and flatter myfelf I fliall b^ve lh,ein by the naoft- 
fpcedy and; early conveyance, ' 

I hav? the honor to be, &c, G- W^ 



Sir, }lcad'(i^ar}eri^,MlddUbro9i^.jMnt 5,^J7t7» 

I THIS morning had the honor of your 4etter of the' 
fifth v/ith its inclofures. — The refolqtion of the thirtieth of 
IVJay, refpediing the French gentlemen who canie- pafienw 
gers in the Amphitrite^ reached camp before yoiir letter,- 
and has ejccitcd mnch. uneafinefs ia the "artiliepy- corps* 
The inclofcd copy; of a: letter from genefal- Krtox wilt 
convey |heir ^nxipty upon the fubjcd, — whiiqh I think it 
neceflary tp tranfmit, as well from duty as on account of 
his requeft. 

The difficulties upon tliis occafion arife from the pccu* 
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Bar circumftances of moft of the officers rompofing the ar- 
tillery regiments at this time. I do not know^ for my own 
part, what operation Congrefs precifely meant the refolution 
ihoald have ; but if the commiffions which thefc gentlemen 
are to receive ihould give them rank from the date of thofe 
rfiey had from the king of France, or from their crm{)a6t 
with Mr. Deane, there are but few officers now in tlie 
artillery who will not be fuperceded in their command, 
iMilefs feme metJiod is adopted to prevent it. This, I am 
pcrfuaded, Congrefs had not in- contemplation, becaufe it 
IS oppofed to policy and to juftice ; and I am led to be- 
lieve the refolution was come into for want of due infor- 
majtion how matters were circumftanced in this inflance* 

The oflBcers now in the artillery I am obliged to con- 
fidcr of great merit : experience has proved them to be 
moft warmly attached to the rights of their country ; and 
their conduct in the line of their profeffion has been fuch 
as does tlie higheft honor to themfelves and the gentleman 
^vho immediately commands them. Without derogating 
in the leaft from the chara<Ser of the French officers who 
are to be commiffioned, and whom I wilh to receive every 
counicnance they merit, there is ftrong reafon to doubt 
(laying afide every confideration of policy) whether they 
have feen as much real fervice as our own in the courfe 
of tvi^o campaigns. It wotild be hard, not to fay unjuft,. 
that the latter fhould lofe their command when they have 
a claim to every mark of favor, and after they have ta- 
ken great pains to form their companies : the fervice re- 
quires that they (hould not ; and I am convinced the event 
would be attended with the moft fatal confequenccs. 

But whatsis to be done?— This is a cafe of difficulty, 
\kvf it as you will. — I am not for rejefting the French 
gentlemen :— far otherwife, — 1 am for employing them ; 
afid public faith, and the encouragements given to bring 
them over, demand that it ihould be done. After much 
thought and confideration upon the fubjeft, two modes oc- 
cur to nie, as the only pofiiblc ones by which it can be 

efliaed. 
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cffedled, and by which the inconveniences I have men- 
tioned can be remedied. One isj that a new corps of ar- 
tillery fliould be formed, and thefe gentlemen attached to it* 
This> we have reafon to fear, cannot be done, from the dif- 
ficulties we have experienced in raifing men, and from their 
having no intereft or connexions with the people. Their 
fituation in fuch cafe, if tiicy are men of fentiment and ac- 
tive difpofitions, would be irkfome and diftrefling. — The 
other is, tliat our prefent officers now under confideratioa 
fhould have their commiffions antedated, to give them pre- 
cedency of rank : and this may be done with the greater pro- 
priety as moft of them w^re intended to hold the pofts they 
now fuftain, before the French gentlemen had any claim 
upon us. It is true they were not commiflioned, be- 
caufe the old corps exifted under the firft arrangement. 
Further it is faid, — and there is no doubt of the fa6t,-^ 
that thefe gentlemen were promoted by brevet juft before 
their departure from France, merely to give them rank here ; 
— antecedent to which, our officers were fuperior to them 
in this point ; and thefe brevets only confer local rank, con- 
fined to the French- American colonies. 

This latter mode appears the moft eligible : if it is adopt- 
ed, they will be diftributed through the corps as aflirtant of- 
ficers. Their want of a knowledge in our language incapa- 
citates them for command in the firft inftance ; and not only 
fo, but to place them at the head of companies, over ofiicers 
that have been at great trouble, pains and expenfe in raifmg 
tiie men, would be both unmilitary and unjuft. — ^I ihall now 
quit the fubje£t, wifhing that whatever will beft conciliate 
matters and advance the public good, may be done; fug-, 
gefting at the fame time with all deference, as it is much * 
eafier to prevent evils than to remedy them after they have 
happened, it will be well, in all cafes of foreign and. indeed 
other applications, that the confequences, which granting 
them will involve, iliould be maturely weighed and taken iu 
every point of view. In the prefeiit cafe of difficulty, things, 
I am perfuaded, might have been adjufted with the greateft 

faciUtY-» 
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facility, had the committee of foreign applications been fully 
poffeffed of all the circumftances refpecling the aniilery regi- 
ments. 

By a letter from general Gates, of the fecond inftant, 
tranfmitting a copy of one from general Poor, the enemy, 
who were at Split-Rock according to their lafl: advice* 
which I forwarded, have returned down the lake* Cap- 
tain Whitcomb had been fent out to reconnoitre, and re- 
ported on bis return that. only one boat remained. 

From fundry accounts from New-York, there is reafqn 
to believe the enemy are on the point of making fome ex* 
pcdrtion. Their preparation of fliips for troops, light* 
horfe, &c, indicates that they intend to go^jy water. What 
their object is, yet remains a fecret. The ihclofed copy of 
an examination is very particular, and as recent as any 
that I have received. The pQiion who gave the informa- 
tion belongs to Cape-May county, and appeared to be a 
fcnfible intelligent lad. A deferter of the feventy-firft this 
moment came in : you alfo have his examination inclofed. ' 
1 .have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



• Sir, Hcad'(luarursy Afidd!cho{>ky June 8, 1777* 

I WAS thw morning honored with your favor of 
the fixth milant, with its indofwiis. — I am extremely hnppy in 
the approbation Congrefs have been pleafed to exprcfs of my 
conc]ii6l refpefling the propofed cartel for the exchange of 
prtfoneis, and ftiall govern ir.yfelf by the principles whrcli 
influenced me on that occafion, and fuch other as flialh 
appear right and juft, fiiould there be any further negotia- 
tion' on the fubjeft. - 

I fh all order a return to be made of the chaplains in 
fci:Vice,>u4iich (hall be tranfmitted as foon as it is obtain- 
ed*. ' At prefertt, as the regiments are greatly difperfed, part 
In Iw^ place and part irt another, and accurate ftatcs of 
tti^m have jiot been made, it wiU'npt be in* my-power t<i 
forward it immediately^ 1 (hall here take occ4fto» to . men- 
tion 
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lion th^t 1 commutiicat^d the refolution appointing a hri- 
gadd-chaplain in the placfc of all others, to the feveral btl- 
gadicrs. Tlicy ar^ all of o[)lriion that it will be Impof* 
fible for th^ni to dlfchafgo the duty > (hat many inconve- 
niences and much diffatisfadliori will be the refult ; and 
that no cflablifliment appears fo good in this inftance as[ 
the old one. Among many other weighty objeflions t6 
the mcafure, it has been fuggeftcd that it has a tendency 
to introduce religious diiputes into the army, which, above 
all things, flioidd be avoided, — and in many inftanccs 
would compel men to a mode of wor/hip which they do 
not profefs. The old eftabli(hment gives every regimejit 
Hi opportunity of having a chaplain of their own reli- 
gious fentiments,— -is founded on a plan of a more gene- 
fcrus toleration,' — ^and the choke of chaplains to officiates 
has been generally in the regiments. Suppofmg one chap* 
lain could dp the duties of a brigade (which fdppofition 
however is inadmiiTible when wc view things in prafliceji 
that being compofed of four or five, perhaps, in fome in- 
ftances, {\yi regiments, there might be fo many difl-ererit 
modes of worlbip. I have mentioned the opinion of the 
officers and thefe hints to Congrefs upon this fubjeft, from 
a" principle of duty, and becaufe I am well affured it is 
moft foreign to their wifhes or intention to excite, by 
any adl, the fmalleft uneaiincfs and jealoufy among the 
troops. 

There remains no room to believe otherwife than that 
the enemy afe on the point of moving ; this is ct)nfirm* 
ed by intelligence from all quarters, and through fo 
many different channels, that we mtift confider it certain. 
Whether they will move by land or wafer, or by both, 
cannot be afcertained ; nor is their deftination precifely 
known • but every circumftance points out Philadelphia 
a« their objefl. Being of this opinion, I have direcSl'ed tiie 
return of general MilHin. Before he left Phibdelphia, I 
wro:c> countcrmaftding the order for his coming here \ boc 
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he did not receive my letter. — I would alfo mention to 
Congj-efs that I think the military ftores, lately arrived, and 
at or coming to Philadelphia, fhould be removed to a place 
of perfeft fecurity. Though I would not excite needlefs 
nneafy apprehenfions, prudence re<juires that things fo effen- 
tial fhould not be expofed to rifk. 

I Iiave the honor to be, &c, G. W. 



SlR> Head-Quartcrsy Middlebroohy June 13, 1777. 

INCLOSED you .will receive a copy of a letter 
from me to lord Cornwallis, on the inhuman treatment of 
lieutenant Martin by a party of the enemy^s horfe. My 
remonftrance and fending his corpfe produced nothing more 
tfian a (hort anfwer from his lordrtiip, which you alfo have. 
It was thought unneceflary to view the body, the fadl being 
admitted and juftified, 

I have alfo taken the liberty to inclofc a copy of my let- 
ter to general Howe, in anfwer ro his of the twenty-firfl: of 
April, twenty-fecond of May, and fifth inflant. From the lat- 
ter part of the firft paragraph in that of the twenty-fecond of 
May, I was induced to propofe an exchange of all the prifon- 
crs now in his hands, fo far as it can be cfFeded on the 
principles of the agreement fubfifting between us, except that 
of lieutenant-colonel Campbell and the Heflian field-officers 
who are to be retained till general Lee is declared exchange- 
able. I did not expe<5l the propofition would be acceded to : 
but, as his letter is of doubtful meaning in this inftance, 1 
thought it expedient to make the offer, — firft, as it. will be a 
happy event if we releafe Our prifoncrs, — and fecondly, as 
, the propofition may draw from him an explanation of his 
fentiments, though he fliould rejevSl it. 

The New-York paper of the ninth inftant I tranfmit for 
your peruful : it contains an extraft of a letter from governor 
Tryon to Chriftopher Billop of Long-Ifland. This extraft, 
\ think, is worthy of attention, and may be improved Iq- 

9 . gieat 
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gTx^at advantage, if publifhed in the papers with fiich ftric- 
turcs and obfcrvations as it will well warrant, and as will oc- 
cur to an ingenious pen. The enemy, on their part,, ufe the- 
moil artful publications, and avail themfelves of every thing, 
they can, going from us. We Ihould profit, where we caHf 
by their produdiions. -. 

I would mention to Congrefs that feveral officers in the 
corps of cavalry have applied to me, to know in what point, 
of view their horfes are coufidered, — whether as public proper- 
ty, or as private belonging to themfelves, to be furnifhed at 
their own expenfe. When colonel Sheldon's regiment was 
ordered to be raifed, the officers thought the horfes fhould be^ 
a matter of public charge : but as it had never been deter- 
mined, and I was not perfe6lly fatisfied with the cuftom ivk 
fuch cafes, I did not conlider myfelf authorifed to decide up- 
on it, I promifed to rccominend it to the confideration of. 
Congrefs ; and this I have done fince on fimilar occafions. 
The officers urge, that, as horfes are eflential to the dif- 
charge of their duty, they fliould be provided at the public 
expeijfe ; that they have rifen to fuch enormous prices, that, 
if the contrary is eftabliflied, tliey muft, from the nature of 
the fervice, not only fink their pay, but make a large facri-i 
fice of their private interell. 

Though the pra<3:icc may have been againft their appli-« 
cation in other armies, yet their reafoning feems plaufiblc^ 
and to be founded in juftice. Theie are objecUons too 
againft the mcafure,' but not of fufficient vahdity, in my; 
opinion, to oppofe to their claim. Another reafon may be 
fuggefted, why the public fliould find them horfes, which; 
is, that if they were to provide them themfelves, the ^p- 
prehenfion of lofing them might prevent a proper difcharge 
of duty, and in fome cafes produce too great a degree of cau- 
tious prudence. 

This matter I have thought it neceflary to lay l^efore Con- 
grefs, not doubting but it will have that attention which it 
qiay feem to deferve. — There is one thing more I would add 

upon 
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upon die fubje<5V, which Is, if their application is confidereJ 
joft, I Ihonid fuppofe it bed to fix a certain determinate fum ' 
to be allowed for the horfes they have bought and may have 
bctafion to purthafe» in preference to leaving it to their dif* 
cretfon and jltdgniettt* 

It being evident, fo far as we cati rcafon from circum* 
ftances and appearances, chat general Howe defigns Phila- 
delphia to be the firft objed of his purfuits, of the ddeat of this 
. annVj-- and> for one or both of thefe purpofes, is colle^Sing 
nearly his whole force at Brunfwic,— a board of general of- 
ficers determined yefterday evening after mature delibera- 
rion, that all the continental troops at Peekikill and its de-* 
pendencies, e?tcept one thoufand efFeftives, ihould be im- 
ihediately marched to reinforce this army. That number^ 
with the convalefcents and fuch aids of militia as are now 
and'may be aflembled in cafe of emergency, was deemed 
competent to the defence of thofe pafl^ againft any attempt 
that may be made to poffefs them in the prefent fituation of 
things. 

I have inclofed a generalTetiirn (hfewing ouf whbte (Irength 
in Jcrfcy at this lime, from Avhich it will appear our circum- 
fiances in this refpeft are by no means (6 defirablt as could 
be wiftied. 1 efleem it my duty to tranfmit iitformdtiOn of 
this fort from time to time to Congrefs, and am encouragecJ 
riie more to do it from a conviction that they, fenfible of thtf 
neceffity of the mod: profound fecrecy, will not fuffer tKtf 
leaft intimation of our numbers to tranfpire, 

jFune 14. Your favor of the thirteenth, with its inclo* 

futes, was received laft night 

Having propofcd to general Howe an exchange of the 
j^rifoncrs now in his pofleffion, as you will perceive by the 
inclofed copy of my letter, and alfo added, fhait **^ /its condu^ 
towards prif oners would govern mine^'* -h appears to me that if 
would be improper to tranfmit hiin a copy of your tifft re- 
folution of the tenth inftatit, till we have" fomething mord 
from him on the fubjefl: piopofed-. I coufcfs I did not, ndr 

■ do 



OFFICIAL LE-TTERS. 97 

do I yet, undcrftand the paragraph of his letter of the twcnty- 
fecond ultimo to which I have alluded, and which induced 
me to propofe an exjchange if , that was his w»ft\, anJ to fuh- 
join, that his condu£i: to our prifoners Ihould govern raiae,-rr 
as a caution to prevent him exerciiing feverity or a Aew 
mode of treatment of them,.contrary to the fpirit of. the agree- 
.ment between us, and the ideas entertained upon the fuhjed^ 
when it was firft entered into,^- if fuch y/ashis meaning. 

Finding thajt there would be great difficulty in filling the 
bataUions intended to be raifed, I did not commiffion officers 
for all the fixteen additional ones : I apprehended fuch a 
mcafurc would accumulate expenfe without increafmg our 
ftrength, aiKUhereforedid not fet. the whole on .foot. — ^^I £haU 
be happy, on governor Caf well's letter and yourrecommeodia* 
tion of colonel Shephard, that he fhould have a regiment^ 
frojn the charafter given him, and the terms on which hz- 
offers his fervices, there can be no objedlion. Congrefs will be 
pleafed to appoint him to the command they wifh him to havCTf 
and I fliould think it advifable . that he be ordered to mandx 
with his coips to join this army, leaving proper officers to re- 
cruit the deficiency. .» 

• I have perufed monfieur De Coudray's opinion about the 
fortifications, and have no doubt but that it is well founded*. I 
have not Efficient knowledge of them to pronounce an opir. 
uion with certainty myfelf. 

You will obferve by the New- York paper the execution of 

* * .*. Hi& family well deferves the generous notice of 
Congrefs. He conduced himfelf with great fidelity to our 
caufe» rendering [A/icott«/rjr ^u/zW] fervices, and has fallen a 
facrifice in promoting her intereft. Perhaps a public a<3:.o£ 
generofity (confidering the charader he was in) might not 
l^e fp eligible a.s a private donation. .. 

yuue 15. — When I wrote yefterday, my informatiom waj^ 

that qne divifiion.of the enemy. was s^dvancing on the Prince- ■ 

ton roadt and it was bdieved from the general mavement of < 

their army that they were proceeding towards Delaware. 

^ Vol. II. H What 
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What their real c!eiign was, is hot yet tinderftood Thofe 
that advanced on that road, after marching fome diftance, 
filed off to the right down. Millftone river, and joined the 
other column on the Coryel-ferry road leading by Somcrfct 
court-houfc. One objeft of their movement might be to in- 
dofe general Sullivan and his divifion between Acir two co- 
lumns: another (which moft probably wa& the^ principal 
caufe, if they did iiot mean to proceed to Delaware when 
they fef out) to manoeuvre us^ out of our prefent enpamptnent 
into adion upon difadvantageou« terms.- The firft they 
could not hope to fucceed in' after general SuUiVan changed 
his poft to Rocky-Hill, — an event which took place only the 
evening before, and which it is prefumed they were not well 
idvifed of when they left Brunfwic. A confklerable body 
of them remain at Somerfet court-houfe, and on the commu- 
fiication between diat and Brunfwic— We have been and 
are harraffing them with light troops : but they being in open 
ground with a large train of artillery, we cannot do it fo ef* 
fedually as could be wifhed^ 

- ^ I ihall .be glad to be informed whether general De Haas 

confiders himfelf an officer in the army. He has never join- 

.^d it iince his promotion, or written a fingle line to me. upon 

;.tbc fubjeS. If he accepts bi$ commiflion, it will be well 

(or Congrefe to order him to repair to the army immeidiateJy. 

.The brigade intended for him is without a general officer, 

and has brought on a difagreeable difpute between two of the 

colonels^ each claiming the command. This is not the only 

^inconvenience :— -officers of high rank remaining at home af- 

. ford a b^d example to others, ;who are inferior, and grounds 

"-<)if applicationfor xhe like indulgence. 

:-..Tiiis. letter, except the :|)aragraphs of thia date, I intended 
-m fendry^fierday, but was prevented by the movement of 
:. the enemy which rendered it unadvifablc. 
.c tiiavc the honor to be» &c« . . G. W. 

't * .B; Si By a perfon Jufi now arrived With a letter from ge- 
. .neral Suliivaivthe^enqay's advanced guai^d is ji^ofted between 
..:,m;:-'.-. : i > . three 
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three and four mil«s (rpm^Somerft^t court<-houfe on the road 
to Cory el V ferry. 



Sir, Middlebrook^ June 14; 1777, 10 o^clbcky A. Af. 

. YOUR letter of yefterday, with its inclofures, I re- 
ceived, luft nigbu By this coofveyance I fliall not fend a parr 
ticttlar anfwer,p-*The,eaeaiy are in motion, and a body ig 
advancing from MiUftone towards Yanbieter's bridge: anor 
ther divifion is on the road leading towards Coryel's ferry.—- 
We. are j^acking up, and making every preparation to aft a^ 
circtxnfiai>oes ihaU feem to require. 

I have the.honor to be, &c . G..W. 

p. S. The letters accompanying this you >yill pleafe to piU 
in the poilroffice. 



SiKp Head-^uarterSf Middlebrookp June lOy 177.7. 

WHEN I had the honor of addreffing you laft,. I. in- 
formed you that the main body of the enemy had marched 
fpom Brunfwic, and extended their van as far as Somerfetcourt* 
houfe. I anvno w to acquaint you, that, after encamping between 
rhefe two pofts and beginning a line of redoubts, they changed 
Aeir ground ycflerday morning and in the courfe of the pre- 
<!eding night, and returned to Brunfwic again, burning, as 
th^y evenly feverar valuable dwelling houfes* We had con* 
flantly light troops hovering round them as far as circum* 
ftances would permit: but, being fecured on their.flanks by 
the Rarit^on and Millflone, they were difficult to approach i 
and, without lois, effe£bd thdr return to their former pofls. 
This fudden and precipitate change in their operations has 
afforded matter for much fpecnlation. We fuppofe their ori- 
ginal defign was to attempt an imprei&on on our right, or 
to manoeuvre us out of our ground, or to advance towards 
lilt Dbla watie. Whether thefe conjcftures were well found- 
ed, cannot b|e appertained: but it irprohable^ if they liad an 

Hz ijpprclEon 
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impreffion in view, they found it could not be attempted 
without great lofs — (as to bringing on an attack^ they ef^ 
foSlually fecured themfelves againft one by the poft they 
took) — or if paffing the Delaware was their objefl:, that, from 
the temper of the people, the profecution of it (if not imprac- 
ticable) would meet with much greater oppofition than what 
they expeded : for 1 muft obfcrve,^ — and with peculiar fatis* 
faSion I do it, — that, on the firft notice of the enemy's move- 
ments, the militia afiembled in the moil: fpirited manner, 
firmly determined to give them every annoyance in their 
power, and to aflPord us every poffi^bie aid. This I thought ' 
It my duty to mention in juftice lo their conduct ; and I am 
inclined to believe that general Howe's return, thus fuddenly 
made, muft have been in confequence cf .the information he 
received that the people were in and flying to arms in every 
quarter to oppofe him. I (hall not reafon upon this event : 
but I cannot but confider it as a moft fortunate and happy 
one to us, and the moft diftrefling Mr. Howe has yet ex- 
perienced, unlefs he has fchemes inccMitemplation beyond the 
feach of my conjefture. 

I fhould have written to Congrefs more frequently refpefl- 
ing the enemy after they came from Brunfwic, had I not 
been almoft conftantly on horfe-back, and had their defigns 
been clear : but as they were not, I did not wifli to puzzle 
them with conjeflures, more efpecially as I wrote general 
Arnold (with whom I was obliged to correfpond, that he 
might co-operate with me as circumftancesfhouIcT require) 
to Cranfmit them copies of my letters. 

-' Indbfed you will be pleafed to receive an extraft of a let- 
ter from colonel Jackfon of Bofton to general Knox. The 
intelligence it contains is interefting ; and I ftiall be happy to 
hear that the two brigs mentioned have captured the remainder 
6f^ Heffians, and more particularly fo if the capture fhould 
not be far from the Britifti coaft, provided they arrive fafe. 

Twelve 0* clock. — I juft noW received a letter from gerierai 
\Scbuyler, a copy of which, and of its inclofur^ is here-- 
^ 1 with 
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>P7ith tranfmltted. — The enemy, from a.ppearanccs, having 
twanged their views for the prefent, of ar l&dftrendered theti^ 
dark and myfterious, I haVe fent exprefle**. to brigadieri 
M*Dougal and Glover to halt their divifions, if.-fliejfc have . 
proceeded any confiderable diftance from Pceklkiir, *tihiiin? 
ther ordei-s, — otherwife to return. I have alfo written tage*^ 
neral Putnam to hold four regiments in readinefs to embark '. 
for general Schuyler's aid, ihould further intelligence from 
Canada refpefling the enemy's movements make it neceffary* 
The uncertainty of general Howe's operations will not per- 
mit more to be done at this time. General Parfons amved 
here this morning, and his divifion is marching to their 
|;round towards the left of the lines. 

I omitted to mention in my lad, that, in confultation widi 
my general oflScers, it was agreed that promotions fhould bt 
regimental in the army for all officers under the rank of £eid^ 
officers,-— and for all of that rank, in the line of their ftale^ 
This is now fettled as a general rule ; a right being refervcd 
however, that it may be made for particular merit out of 
this line, or refuDed for demerit or any fubftantial objedlioii. 

.1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W^ 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Afiddlebrpok, June-ti^ 1777, 

I WAS laft night honored with yours of yefterday 
morning, with its inclofures, the contents of which 1 ihall 
duly attend to. 

Having written fujly yefterday, and nodiing new occd"* 
ing fince, I have only to requfeft that you will fbrward the 
papers re(pe£ting the commiSkry's department as £cxm as 
poffible. For want of fom6 certain and fiy^d line of doty 
in this inftance, the commifiary fays it is impoffibl^ |o 
iconduft matters with any propriety. • ^/. 

J hayjB the honor to-be, &c, ' < fib W. 

Hs'." ■;■■ \' ; ■-' 
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Head-^^un^tff/f^iaieirob^k^yune 22, 1777, n o^chci, P.M^ 
Sir,.. ••.>' 

'\.' *\1.HAVE the honor and pleafurc tb inform you that 

tfftt^l^flcmy evacuated Bninfwic this morning and retired io 

, \ •^iriboy, burning many houfes as they went along. Sorte of 

••;•• • them, from tlie appearance of the flames, were confiderable 

buildings. 

From feveral pieces of information and from a variety of 
circnmftances, it was evident that a nwvemcnt wa? iii agi- 
tation, and it was the general opinion that it was intended 
this morning. I therefore detached three brigades under die 
command of major-general Greene to fall upon theiir rear, 
a:nd kept the main body of the army paradfed upon the 
heights, to fupport them if there ifhould be oecafion. A 
party of colonel Morgan*s regiment of light infantry attack-* 
^d and drove the Heffian piquet about fan-rife : and, upon 
tlie appearance of general Wayne*s brigade and Morgah*^ 
regiment (who got firft to the ground) oppofite Brunfwic, the 
enemy immediately crofled the bridge to the caft fide of the 
river, and threw themfelves into redoubts which they had 
\>efore conftrufled.^Our troops advanced brifkly upon them ; 
upon which tjiey quitted the redoubts without making g.ny 
C)ppofition, and retired by the Amboy road. 

As all our troops, from the difference of their flationa 
' in camp, had not come up when tlie enemy began to move 
, off, it was impoffible to check them, as their numbers were 
far greater then we had any reafon to oxpc£t,— ^being, as 
■we were informed afterwards, between four and five tliou- 
fand men. Our men purfued them as far as Pifcatawa : but 
finding it xmpofTible to overtake them, and f<^riHg they- 
i;night'he led on too fs^r from the main body^ they retum7 
cdro Brunfwic, 

^* By information of the inhabitants^ gcner&r Howe> lord; 
Cbrnwallis, and general Grant, were in the town when the 
^laTO was firft ^ive.? : byt thpy quitte4 it very foon after. ' 
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• In the purfuit, colonel Morgan's riflemen exchanged feve- 
rail- fharp.^fires with the enctny^ which, iris iiDagip^, 4td 
corifiderable execution. — ^I am in hopes that they afterwayds 
fell, in with general Maxwell, who was detached l^ft night 
with a ftrong party, to lie between Brunfwic and Amboy Jo, 
intercept any convoys or parties that might be pa,fling : bat 
I have yet heard nothing from him. 

General Greene defires me to make ^nention of the con-, 
duft and bravery of general Wayne and colonel Morgan, and 
of their officers and men, upon this occaiion, as they conftant- 
ly advanced upon an cnertiy far fuperior to them in numbers, 
and well fecured behind ftrong redoubts. 

General Sullivan advanced from Rocky-Hill to Brunfwic 
with his divliion ; but, as he did not receive his order of 
march till very late at night, h^ did not arrive till the enemy 
had been gone fome time. 

I have, fent down lord Stirling's divifion to reinforce gene* 
ral Maxwell ; and in the morning I fhall move the main 
body ,of the aripy to fome fecure poft nearer Amboy, fppn|.. 
"vvhence.we can with more eafe annoy the enemy, than; from., 
this, diftance* — I am inclined to think they mean to crofs to 
Staten-Iflarid : if they do, we may perhaps find an ojpportu- . 
nity of making a ftroke upon their rear : at any rate wc 
fhall have a chance of obliging them to make ja total evacn-» 
ation of the ftate of Jerfey. — I l^ave the honor to be, &c.. 



Sir, . Camp at Quibbletowny June 2 ^y ^111*^ 

WHEN I had the honor to addrefi? you laft, it was. 
on the fubjeft of the enemy's retreat from Brunfwic to Am- 
boy, and of the meafures purfued to annoy them. At the 
time of writing, the information I had received refpefting 
their lofs was rather vague and uncertain : but we have rea* 
fon to believe, from intelligence through various channels 
Cnce, that it was pretty confiderable, Imd fell chiefly on the 
grenadiers apd light infantry who formed their covering 

H 4 party. 
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party. The inclofed copy of a letter, contaitiing the In- 
fbrcnation of a peifon juft from New- York, correfponds 
KTJth other accounts on this head, and with the declarationt 
of Tome dcferters. Some of the accounts arc, that o£Bcer8 
were heard to fay they had not fufFered fo fcverely dnce 
the affair at Princeton. 

After the evacuation of Brunfwic, I determined, with the 
advice of tny general officers, to move the whole army the 
hext morning to this poft, where they would be nearer the 
enemy, and might aft according to circuraftances; In this 
I was prevented by rain, and they only moved yefterday 
morning. 1 have advanced lord Stirling's divifion and fome 
other troops lower down in the neighborhood of Metuchin 
ineeting-houfe, and intended to have polled more there j but 
found, on reconnoitring the ground, that it was low and dif- 
acivantageous, and ftill more unfavorable through a fcarcity 
of water. Thefe reaforis, added to that, of there not betng 
the fmalleft profpe<Sl of attacking the enemy in Amboy with 
a probability of fuccefs, — ^fecured on their flanks by water, 
and in their front by ftrong redoubts acrofs the Isj[eck,— 
would not permit me, either in my own opinipa or that of 
my general officers, to keep any greatef body uf men in tha{ 
quarter, where they would have been ^ifperfed, and of cotH 
fequence extremely infecure, 

I have light parties lying clofe on the enemy's lines; to 
watch their motions, and who will be ready to adi in conjuno* 
tion with lord Stirling's divifion and fuch other troops as it 
may be neceffary to detach ; though I think,— and fo do the 
reft of the officers, — that no event is likely to take place that 
-will require more, fmce the idea of forcing their lines, or 
bringing on a general engagement on their own gfoun(}, is 
tmiyerfally held incompatible with our intereft, and that that 
IklKyiber is fufficient to avail us of any advantages we can 
0xpc£k to arife from their retreating from Amboy, fuppofing 
vtotice of the fa£l Ihould be obtained. Their contiguity to the 
TSt>«ndy<'and the fmall diftance acroiis it (having boats preparr- 
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ed to .pa6 ipjti will enable them to get off (fhould they fa 
iacUnfii) againft Qvery prudent and jufti6abLe exeitiQa on pur 
part.. Whether ftich is their defign, is rapre thai\I caA po^ 
fitively determine ; but there is every reafon to believe that 
the;y have been and are tranfporting their baggage to Staten^ 
Ifland, and making every preparation to embark on boax4 
their tranfports.for fome new expedition. 

Your favor of the twenty-fouith 1 juft now received, an^ 
am extremely obliged by your cordial congratulations on th<f 
enemy's retreat from Brunfwic, and favorable interpretatioa 
of the ^veot to my conduct. — The refolution you did me. the 
honor to tranfmit fhall have my attention. . , 

It is much to be regretted, that an exprefs fent off to g^ncr 
jral Maxwell on faturday night, to inform him of general 
-Greene's . movement towards Brunfwic that he might con^ 
du&, himfclf accordingly, did not reach him. Whether tbe 
exprefs went^ defignedly to the enemy, c?r was taken, is not 
known: but there is reafon to believe he fell into their Jiands. 
If general Maxwell had received the order, there is no doubt 
but their whole rear-guard would have been cut off. This 
the enemy confeffed themfelves, as we are well informed by 
, l^eribns in Bonemtown. 

By a reconnoitring party juft returned, it is reported as a 
matter of doubt whether any of the enemy have removed 
frotti Amboy ; though it is almoft certain they have tranf- 
ported a great deal of their baggage. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W^ 



Sir, Camp at Mlddlebrooky June 28, I777r 

ON 'thurfday morning general Howe advanced wkh 
his whole army in feveral columns, from Amboy, as far a.s 
Weftfield., We are certainly informed that the troops fent.to 
•' Staten-Ifland returned the preceding evening, and, it is (aid, 
with an augmentation of marines, fo that carrying them 
there was a feint with intention to deceive us. His deiign 

in 
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in Ais fuddcn mcnremcnt was cither to bring on a general 
engagement upon difadvantagcous terms, confidcring mat- 
ters in any point of view^ — or to cat off our light parties, 
and lord Stirling's divifion which was fentdown to fupport 
them,— or to poHefs himfclf of the heights and pafles in the 
mountains on pur left. The two laft fcemed to be the firfti 
objedls of his attention, as his march was rapid againft 
tbefe parties^ and indicated a ftrong difpofition to gain thofe 
pajQTes* 

In this fituation of affairs it was thought abfolutely* necef- 
fary that. we fhould move oar force from the low grounds, 
to occupy the heights before them ; which was efFefted. As 
they advanced, they fell in with fome of our light parties wd 
part of lord Stirling's divifion, with which they had fame pret^r 
ty (mart ikirmifliing, with but very little lofs I believe on our 
fide, except in three field-pieces which unfortunately fell into 
the enemy's hands : but, not having obtained returns yet, I 
cannot determine it with certainty ; .nor ^an we afcertain 
what the enemy's lofs was. 

As foon as we had gained the pafles, I detached a body of . 
light troops under brigadier-general Scott, to hang on tlieir^ 
flank, and to watch their motions; and ordered Morgan^s 
corps of riflemen to join him fince. — The enemy remained 
at Weftfield till yeftcrday afteinoon, when, about thre^. 
o'clock, they moved towards Spanktown, with odr Kght 
troops in their rear and purfuing. The enemy havp plua*. 
dercd all befoie them, and, it is faid, burned fome houfes. 

I have the honor to be, &:c. G.s W. 



Hcad^ Quarters J Middkbraohy June 29, 1777, 9 ^*^'^^'> P^M^ 
Sir, 

I HAVE not been able to afcertain yet with ai>y de- 
gree of precifion the lofs fudaihed by the eniemy in the fcve* 
ral flcirmifties on thurfday, though we have many reafoHS to 
Ipelieve it was much more confiderable than what it was appre-» 
& hended 
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Mnded to be when I had the honor of addfefluig you wpon 
the fubjed. The incldfed copy of a letter from lord Stirling 
contains the fullcH and nK)ft particular information that I 
have received : and the accounts given by fundry inhabitants 
to perfons who have been in th6 neighborhood where the* 
ikmniflies were, and where the enemy were encamped, €Oun« 
tenance this intelligence. 

As to our lofs, as reported by the enemy, T am pcrfuad-i 
cd it is exaggerated beyond all bounds of truth or pro- 
bability, being affured by lord Stirling that it was trifling,— 
and by fuch defeftters as have come in, that they faw but very' 
few prifoners taken. It would have been certainly known ■ 
before this (that is, the number not yet returned), had not 
fome of the parties, and I believe the moft which were tliea 
out, joined the corps fincc detached. 
^ In refpcdl to the enemy*s dcfigns or intended movements, 
they are not to be determined. It is certain they got into 
Amboy yefterday evening : and, from advices this morning 
from officers fent to South-Amboy to obfcrve their motions, 
there were ftrdng reafons to conclude they were evacuating 
the town, as their horfe had gone over to Staten-Ifland, and 
as fcveral boats were alfo paffing with baggage, and others 
with troops. There were further eircumftances favoring this 
opinion, fuch as apparent bre^hes in fome of their lines : yet 
general Sullivan informs me by a letter juft now received, that, 
from all the intelligence he has been able to obtain to-day, 
he does not think they have any ferious intention of quitting 
It, and that all their movements are a feint, calculated merely 
to deceive, and to cover fome plans they have in view. 

I have two brigades, — Scott's and Conway's, — now lying at 
and near Woodbridge, as corps of bbfervation, and to aft ai 
circuraftanccs may require. General Sullivan was down in 
the fame neighborhood with his divilioh, till this evenin;^, 
>vhen he returned, it appearing to him unneceflary to rcmaia 
longey, and that the brigades I have mentioned would be f.if- 
:^cient for any event likely to take place. 
, I k^Yc tl^e^honor to be, &c, G. ^V. 
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P. S. June 30. — From intelligence received laft night#. 
the opinion that the enemy are evacuating Amboy feems to 
be more confirmed. 

As the, fads in lord Stirling's letter are rather taken up on 
report than from any certain knowledge of their having hap- 
pened, I cannot confider them fuflBciently authentic for pub- 
lication ; nor are they tranfmitted for that purpofe, though 1 
am well perfuaded the enemy's lofs was much more confider- 
able than it was at firft imagined to be, — It has been report- 
ed to me tp-day that the enemy took fixty-four prifoners in 
the whole. Whether they were all of our army, or in part 
countrymen, I cannot decide ; for, having detached at that 
time a number of light parties, and many of them having fall- 
en in with the corps ordered out fince, returns could not be 
made with accuracy. The prifoners taken by us were thir- 
teen, two of whom are light dragoons, the reft infantry.— 
Generals Scott and Conway intended to move towards Amboy 
this morning : but it is probable the rain has prevented them. 



Sir, Head'QuarterSy Mlddlebroohy July I, l?^?' 

YESTERDAY afternoon the enemy totally evacu- 
ated Amboy, and encamped oppofite to it on Staten-Ifland. 
General Scott entered diredly after ; and porting guards tp 
fecure any ftores they might have left, he vvithdrew his bri- 
gade, and halted about four miles from thence. This it wa^ 
expedient to do, it being night when he entered, and his xti- 
maining there might have induced the enemy, whofe boats 
were ready, to throw over a fuperior force in his rear. He 
wrote me, he ihould return this morning, and bring off 
whatever ftores he may find ; though there is little reafon to 
exped that they have left anything valuable behind. — Whei> 
I am more particularly informed upon the fuhjeii, I fhall 
take the liberty of addreffing you on the'fam?., 

I have tlie honor to be, &c. G, W. 
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. Sm, Camp at ATtddUbrdok^ July 2, 1777. 

THE inclofed copies of general St. Clair's letters, traaf- 
fnitted yefterday afternoon and lad night by general Schuy- 
ler, I have thought it my duty to fend you. The intelligence 
diey contain is important and intereftisg; nor are there cir- 
cumftances wanting befides thcfe, to induce a belief, or at 
lead to raife a ftrong prefumption, that the enemy have m, 
contemplation a jundlion of their two armies by way of cW 
lakes and the North-river. If they haVe their whole Canada 
force on the former, it is certainly their objeft* 

On receiving thefe accounts, I wrote immediately to gene- 
ral Putnam to embark Nixon's brigade for reinforcing the 
northern army, — ^to wait however the arrival or near ap- 
proach of generals Parfons and Vamum's brigades from this 
jplace, who march this morning, — or the coming in of an 
equal number of militia to fupply pheir place before they faiL 
This I have done by the advice of my general officei^, and is 
all that is thought pra<3icable in the prefent uncertain inde* 
terminate iltuation of things. The reft of the army here will 
be held in readineis to move according to information and 
circumllances* 

As I have obfervedj if we were certain general Bur- 
JEoyne was approaching Ticonderoga with his whole army, 
I Should not hefitate a moment in concluding that it is in con- 
sequence of a preconcerted plan with general Howe, and 
that the latter is to co-operate with him, by pufhirig his 
whole foBce up the North-river, and aiming a ftroke in the 
firft inftance and immediately againft the Highland palleis. 
But as the appearance of the enemy on the lake may: be a 
feint, calculated to aranfe anddiftraft (though it may fecm like 
a real attack), to draw this army to Peekfkiil and more to the 
^northward,* that general Howe may with more facility turn 
His ^ms again^ Philadelphia, — it has beeut determined unad- 
vifable for us to move till we liave further proofs of his in- 
ieiuions, and that our condud muft be govenied by his. 

Our 
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Our fituatlon Is truly delicate and embarrafling. Should we 
march to l^eekfkill, leaving general Howe on Staten Jflafed, 
there will be nothing, to prevent him paffing to South-Am- 
boy, and pufhing from thence to Philadelphia, or in ihort 
by any other, route ; though the marching fuch of his troopg 
&om the point oppofite Amboy as were encamped there> and 
die failing of the fhips from Princefs-bay yefterday morning, 
^u^e circumftances indicating that art embarkation has or will 
take place. On die other hand, if the North-river and the 
poiTei&pnof the Highlands are his objeSs, our remaining here 
fill his views are certainly known may fubjedl us to a riik 
that we wifli to avoid. 

Thus, let us examine matters as we will, difEculties ftare 
1^ in the face* We ffiall attempt to coiifult, and to do the 
beft we can. — ^I have written to generals Putnam and George 
Clinton fully upon the fubje<2, urging tliera to put forth evc- 
ly exertion in their power, and inftantly to call in a refpedl- 
»ble body of militia to aid in the defence of thofe important 
pofts at this critical conjunflure. I trull they will come out • 
their fervices in all probability will not be wanted but for a 
very ftiort time. 

1 muft earneftly requeft that you will fend Mr. Stewart, 
the iffuing coram iffary-geaeral, to camp immetliately. There 
is reafon to apprehend the army will be in great diftrcfs and 
confufion for want of iffuing commiffaries in three or four 
days. On faturday, thofe with Mr. Trumbull declare they 
will leave him, without they are put on a different footing 
from what they now are. I need not mention the confc- 
- fjuences that will refult from fuch an event, if tiicft are not 
others here to fupply their places. 

There is one thing more I would add, whlduis, that 
there are not more than forty thoufand dollars j^ the nfiilita- 
ry cheft, and two months* ..pay due to aU the ^ritiy, except 
two or three regiments which have juft obtained warrants 
A hundred and fifty-fix thoufand, out of .the laft fll^ly 
feut the paymafter, I was obliged to order, tp Peekfkill for 

the 
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\}ic troopis in that quarter, whofe demands are great and 
preffiiig alfo. I muft earneftly Entreat that you will forward 
a fupply direflly to. the paymafter : — ^fhould we be obliged to 
move before the troops are paid, much uneaiinefs and mur« 
muring Will be the certain attendants, and, I fear, fomething 
worfe. 

As the enemy will adopt every ftratagem and device to de- 
ceive and diftra^b us, — notwithftanding the prefent appear- 
aiKe in favor of their making an expedition up the North- 
river, I doubt not but you will have the moft vigilant look- 
outs kept along Delaware -bay, and proper exprefies and fig- 
nals for communicating the earlieft intelligence. I think it 
would be highly expedient that fome fenfible judicious men 
jhookl be employed in that bufinefs at this time, who would 
view things as they ought to be, and from whofe accounts 
certain inferences and conclufions may be drawhi fo as to 
form a proper line for our conduft. The moft fatal confe- 
quences may flow from falfe information at this period : things 
(hould be examined with all poflible certainty. I (hall not 
be furprifed to hear of feveral fliips appesfring in or off Dela- 
ware, though general Howe's deftination ihould be elfc- 
where* Their fleet give them the moft fignal advantages, 
and an opportunity of praflifing a thoufand feints. 

I have the honor tO be, &c. G. W 



Sir, Head^QuarterSfAforrl/ltywfty, July J^ jyjf^y 

I WAS this morning honored with yours of the fifth, 
with fundry refolves of Congrefs to which I (hall pay due at- 
tention. . «^ , 

No chainge has taken place in the flruation of the enemy 
upon Stateh-Ifiand fince I wrote to you on the fifth : but I 
have this morning received an account from Elizabethtown, 
which mentions that a perfon had juft come from the ifland, 
who informs that fmall craft are conftanrly plying betwe*en 
New- York and die fleet, laden with officers' baggage and 

ft ores. 
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itores put up in packages, and marked with their names tuJt 
regiments ; and that tranfports are £tted up with (lalls over 
their main decks for the reception of horfes. 'this looks as 
if a longer voyage was intended than up the NortK-rxver. 

I have given notice to all the 'caftern ftates to Be upon 
ihciv guard, fhould the fleei put to fea and (leer that way: 
and I think the works upon and obdrudions in the Dela- 
ware fhould be carried on with fpirit, and completed as far 
as|>offible, left they Aould vifit that quarter. I think the 
ibttthem ftates fliould alfo be advifed of the uncertainty of the' 
next operation of the enemy, that they may alfd be making 
fuch preparations as they may judge neceffary. "^ 

i flrall make inquiry intb die number of'arms at prefent 
at Springfield : and if any can pofEbly be fpared to the ftatfe 
of Connedicut, they ihall have all or part of thofe requefted 
bjr governor TrumbulL General Knox expefts the return 
on faturday from Springfield ; and I can then determine the 
matter. 

1 1 am pleafed to hear that a fupply of money is upon the 
Tdad, as dier^ is two months^ pay due to the troops. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 

'P. S. The inclofcd piece of information is juft fent to me . 
by general Forman, which is confirmed in feveral particu- 
lars by two deferters 'from the fleet, wtio left it yefterday 
morning. 



Sir, Head'QuarterSyMorrlftownyJuly^^i'j'j'j. 

THE ipclofed copy of a letter from the cymmiflary^ 
general of provifions, and the information you^wiU receive, 
from major Hoops, will convince Congrefs of the diftrefs 
and confufion prevailing in that department. Without fome- 
thing is done in aid of Mr, TrumbiJI immediately,^ this armv 
mpft be difbanded : if the prefent difficulties continue, it is 
impofSble it can cxift. I entreat Congrefs to take the mat- 
ter under their moft early conlideration; and to make fuqh 

proviCon 
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provlfioii is the exigency and importance of the cafe de- 
mands. I know not but we fliall be obliged to move in the 
courfe of a few hours ; wHeri, from the fituation of things 
in this line we ihall have more to dread, than froni the ene- 
mf.*^! have the honor to be, Sec. G. W; 



Sii, Morriftowriy July to, 1777. 

I THIS morning received a letter of the feverith in- 
ftant from general Schuyler, a copy of which, and of its.in- 
clofure, I herewith fend you. The intelligence which they 
contain is truly idtereftingt fuppofingitjufl : but it difiers fa 
widely iFrom what ^e had reafon to expert from the ac- 
counts mentioned in general St. Clair's letters to general 
Schuyler (copies of which you would receive in his letter 
tranfmitted from hence laft night by major Hoops) that I 
would fain fl&tter myfelf it is not true. I am the more en* 
couraged to hope this,, as captain Farmam^s letter from Fort^ 
Ann to brigadier Learned feenis to be the foundation of the 
whole^ and does not authorife the unfavorable and unhappy 
conclufions built upon it. I fhould rather fuppofe^ if any ac-^* 
cident has befallen us, it muft have happened to the detach- 
ment of men from the Grrants, under colonel Warner ; for 
we find from general St. Clair's letters, he expecSled fome* 
thing from him.— ^The whole account is fo confufed that we 
cannot eftabli(h afly certain dedudion from it } and t (hall b^ 
happy if it proves premature and groundiefs^ 

I am told by a gentleman who came to camp yeflerday 
evening, that Nixon's brigade would certaSnIy arrive at Al- 
bany on taq(ji^y morning, as he faw the veffels, in which it 
was embarkedf (landing up the evening before with a fair 
wind. 

If the evejxt mentioned by general Schuyler fliould not have 
happened, we cannot doubt but general Burgoyne has come 
up the lake, determined, if poffiUe, to carry his point, — I 
mean, to pofiefs himfelf of our pbfls in that quarter, and to 

Vol. n. I pufh 
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puflh his arms further* Suppoling this not to have happened, 
as our continental levies are fo deficient m their number, GUI' 
\ fecurity^ and fafety will require that aids from the militia 
, fliQVild be Called forth in cafes of emergency r rf it lias, there 
ii.BOwan abfolute ncceffity for their turning, out to check 
^general Burgoyne'^s.progrefo; or^he mod difagrecablc confe-' 
quences may be apprehended. Upon this occailon I v^ould 
take the liberty to fuggeft to Congrefs the propriety of fend- 
ihg an a<ftivc, fpiriteibfficer, to condu£k and lead them on. 
; If general An^d has fettled bis affairs, and can be fparcd 
from PI)iladelphta, I w6uld recommend him for fills bufinefs, 
ted that he fhould immediately fet out for the northern de- 
partments heisadlive, judicious, and brave, and an offioei 
fa whom the ririlitia will repdfe great confidence. Befides 
this, he tSr well accjuainted with that country, and with thd 
•routes and moft impoitant pafles and defiles in it. I do not 
., think he can rtniot more fignal fcrVice*, iDr be more ufe- 
'.ipMy employed at this time, ihan in this way. I aim perftiad^ 
ed hb prcfence and afiivity will j^nimute the militia grently, 
aknd fpw tbdtn on to a becoming conduft. I could wifh hbi 
to be engj^ed in a more agreeable fervice, — to be with bet- 
, fcr troops : but circumftances call for his ^ertioris in this 
. rWay, and I have no doubt of his adding much t6 the honors iic 
. it&t already acquired. 

in confequence of the advices from general St. Clair, and 

irhc ilrong probability the^e is that general Ho^e will pulh 

; againft the Highland jpaffqs to co-operate with general Biir- 

jgqyne, 1 ihall, by the advice of my pffifiers, move the ar* 

.jny from hence to-morrow morning towards the North-river, 

. If fuchihould be his intention, we Ihall tK>t;bi? too early, jifc 

..a favorable wind and tide will carry him up iiia few hours. 

On the other hand, if Philjidelphia is his object, he cannot 

*^ct rottnd before we can arrive tliere; i)prca'nhe well de- 

...bark his troops. Sec, and proceed. acrofs thj^.land^ before*tl?e 

, , cm opi^ofe him.-rl haye th^^ honor tp i^^ 8(q. G. W. 
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Sir, Pompon Plains^ July 12, 1777^ 

• WHEN I had the l>onorx)f addreffing you laft, I 
ll6{)ed- the intdligcnce received refpefting our afiiirs in the 
horthem department was not true, or at leaft that they "wtftc 
notfo unfavorable as they w^re then reprefcnted.' Btitthe 
inclofed copy of a letter from general Schuyler,' whidi catAc 
tb'hand ycfterday evening, confirms it, moft unhappily ibr 
us; in its fuileft ' latitude. This event (the evacuatioh- x>f oixr 
"pofts on the lake),-^-amohg the moll unfortunate tfiat could 
•have befaHen us, — is rendered more iriterefting by the nianaer 
tft idiich it ^ook place. I have no further infbrmatidn upon 
thefubjeft than what the copy contains, and (halt b^ hap^y 
*to'hear by my next advices, that the main body of the army, 
- *of Whofe iituation general Schuyler knew nothing with cer- 
tainty, have not become prifoliers : for I fear, from the dif* 
T^fition they difcovered on this diftreffing occafion, they 
-'li^tould havfe furrendrt^d to the enemy, in csife they fdl'in 
with them, though inferior in number. ;? ; ^ — ? 

larefpciftto general Schuyler's demands, it isnbtin'my 

^wer to comply wieh the whole of them. Not afihgle tent 

^n be ^1 niJhed : the kettles will be, and are ordered ori ; 

*^ tod an exphefs is going to Springfield for all the mtilkef-dlr- 

tridges, fixty barrels of powder, and a proportionabie ^tiantity 

■ ^lead and^arti-idge-paper for his ufe. Ten pieces of arcil* 

•*lcry, with harnefs, are alfo ordered, with proper officers, 

from Peek{kill. I have written to him to procure horfes ahd 

drivers' himfelf, as they are to be obtained with much more 

cafe where he is, than heit : iior can he be fupplied whh 

'the heavy cannon which he requefts, fuppofing themnedrf- -^ 

V "fatyj-i^not having one to fpare from a more important ufe,^ 

> the defence iif the Highlands. Colonel Putnam, I itnagirte, 

-*wiH be with him before this, as his re^ment i> part of 

• Nixoh^i bri^aide,-^who will anfwer every ptirpofe he -can 

i^bflibly have for an engineer at this crifis. A fupply dPih- 

I 2 trenching 
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trenching tools waK fent him four or five days ago, in conftr-^' 
qiience of an application then made. 

I fliould be extremely happy if our fituation would allow 
me to afford him a large reinforcement of men : but I can* 
i^ot with any dtgrce of propriety^ in the opinion of my gene- 
ral o£5cers, fend more to his aid at this time than a number 
of recruits on the march from Maffachufetts ftate, belongings 
to fomc of tlie regiments under his command, who amount to 
fix hundred at leall, and are now, I expeS, pretty well ad- 
vanced towards Peekfkill. With this augmentation to what he 
already has, — fuppofing general St. Clair and his force to have 
come in, and any number of militia to have turned out,— 
he will have an army, equal if not fuperior to general Burr 
goyne^s, from the only 'accounts we have obtained. — Bcfides 
this confi deration, it is moft probable that general Burgoync 
will fufpend his operations till general Howe makes a move- 
ment and an effort on his part. His^ defigns, I think, are moft 
unqued ion ably againfl the Highlands, and that he will at- 
tempt the execution as foon as poffible. 

We have been prevented marching to-day by the rain ; 
but, as foon as the weather permits, fhall proceed as expe- 
ditioufly as we can towards the North-river, and crofs, or 
not, as fiiall appear neceffaiy from circumftanccs. 

In my lafl: I took the liberty of fuggefting the propriety of 
fending an aftive officer to animate the militia that may af- 
femble for checking general Burgoyae*s progrefs, and men- 
tioned general Arnold for that purpbfe. Being more and 
more convinced of the important advantages that will refult 
from his prefence and condudl, I, have thought it my duty 
to repeat my wifljes op the fubjeft, and that he may, with- 
out a moment's lofs of time, fet out from Philadelphia for 
that purpofe. 

../When this arrives, i^ is likely general Howe's intention 
^ill be well underftood : ^t whether it is or not, as there are 
.ftrong reafons, to believe his operations will be up the North- 
jiy^^ and on the eaft fide of it, I ihali take. the liberty to re- 
commend 
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•ommcnd the fending on the Nordi-Carolina and other con- 
tinental troops at Philadelpliia, to join this army, unlefs 
CoQgrefs have forae information that a fouthern expedition is 
in^dedy of which I am not apprifed. « 

If Congrefs have taken colonel Pro<Ser and his corps into 
die fcrvice of the ftates, it will be expedient for them to comp 
Qn with all the field-artillery which / colonel Flowers the 
commifTary may have ready. This I have been induced to 
mention, having heard Congrefs were about to adopt them, 
and as our demand for artillerifts is great. I would alfo ob- 
ferve that the iituation of our affairs has become fo delicate 
and embarraffing by the late misfortune we have experien- 
ced, that . it is much to be wUhed fome expedient could be 
come into, if there be any more efficacious than what has 
been alrea4y repommended, for filling and completing the 
fcveral regiments. At prcfent th^y only count in number, 
but not in. force, being moft fhamefuUy deficient in their jufl 
complements. 

Your letter of the eighth was duly received ; and, agreed- 
able to your re<juefl, I communicated to generals Greene and 
Knox the refolution of Congrefs refpedling them and gene^r 
ral Sullivan, the lafl of whom I liave not feen fiuqe it camq 
to hand. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W], 

P. S. H(tlf after eighty P, M. — I this minute receiveda letr 
tcr of the ninth from general Schuyler, a copy of wjiich, anf| 
pf the proclamation alluded to,, you have inclofed. I fear 
more and more that general St- Clair and his army are pri* 
fpners. . 



Vanqider*Sy eight relies from Pompton Plains ^ July 1 4, 1 7 7 7 . 
Si^,* 

I ARRIVED here this^fternoon with the army^ t,U 

rter a very fatiguing march, owing to the roads, wliich have 

become extremely deep and miry from the late rains. I in- 

tchd to proceed in the morning towards the North-rivei- if the 

^*- • • - I 3 weather 
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treatbcr permits: at prefcnt it is cloudy and heavy, and thet^ 
is an appearance of more rain. 

By the exprefs who will deliver this, I juft now receiv- 
ed a letter from general Schuyler, advifuig for the firft tun6 
that general St. Ciair is not in the I)ands of jl^e enemy. As 
the exprefe has a large packet for Congrefs from geiteral 
Schuyler, I prefume they will be infoc'intid of all the intellir* 
gencc he waspofftffed pf refj)c6tlng ot:r affairs in hisdepart-* 
jinent, ^nd therefore Ihalt not trouble ihem with a copy qf 
his letter to myfelf upon the fubjeft. I ihouid be happy if 
they had a more agreeabfe afpeft than tl^ey foena to l>ave. 

1 !}tay|5 the l)or)or tP be, &€• Q, W. 



Sir, Catn^ neqrthe Clove^ July l6, 1777. 

I WAS yeftcTjday evening honored vyith yours of thb 
lourtcenth.-rl h^ve l^card nothing from the northward /ince 
piy laft.— rl this day received advice from Scaten-Ifland, tljat, 
on funday, feyenty fail of the eneiny^s /hips fell down from 
th^ watering-place to the Hook : but vjrjiether they have 
jTmcc gone out to fea, I hayi? not heard. Till I hav^ report 
certain Jnfqrmatiqn of the ftate of our affairs *o the north* 
ty^rd, and of general Hovye's real intentions, I have cpnclud-* 
cd to halt the army at this place, from whence I can either 
piarcb forward or return as circumftai^ccs itjay require. 

If gcijeral ^a(h (hould not hayp begun l^js march before 
dib rpachcs you, be plcaf/sd to order him to proceed as far a$ 
Trenfon on\y, and there wait my further orders. In cafe he 
||K>uld have marcljed, be pleafed tp ijifpatch an exprefs after 
bim^.wjtb orders to halt at Trenton. 

^ .1 am pleafed to l^ear thaj: you hayc taken colonel Prober's 
fprps of artillery into jcoritinenta) fervice. Yoi| will be 
]ciiid ^nqugh to order theni to join the army imqf^ediately : 
for J expert the light artillery irj a few days from the eaft- 
ward ; and artillery-mep will be wanted to man them. 
I have no dopbt but the militia from the \yeftern parts of 

New- 
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New-England will turn out to general Schuyler's afllftance, 
96 I hqpe tixpfe of this ftate and Jerfey will to mine, fhould 
they be wanted. / 

I fhallbe very happy if the committee of Congrefs can 
•arrange the commiflary*s department in fuch a manrier as^ 
will f^tisfy the officers concerned in the bufinefs, and at itk^ 
feme time ferve to fupply the army with rhore regularity than 
has been done for fome time paft^ I can aflbre you the com- 
plaints have been many of late, and not without foundation. * 

J hay^the honor to be, &c, G- W. 



liR;, Carhp at the Chiyt, Jnly^ i6, 1777;. 

I BEG leave to congratulate Congrefs on the captivir 
tj. of niajor general Prefect and one of his aides. The par- 
ticulars of this fortunate event you wiU find in the inclbfe4 
cxtrai^ of a letter this minute received from general Spencer, 
which, i prefume, arc at large in the packet Mr. Greenleaf 
irill deliver- Lieutenant-colonel Barton who condudled tl^ 
cnterprife, and the fmall handfyl under his command, h^iVis 
great merit. I fliall immediately propoCe to general Howe 
Ibis exchange for that of tnajbr-geiiefal Lee, which, if acced-i 
. ed to, will not only do away one ground of controverfy W- 
Jtween general Howe and niyfelf, hut will releafe lieutenaht> 
colonel Campbell and the Hefiiah tield-ofiicers, and procur^ 
the enlargement of an equal number of ours in his Ijaxids. 

In mine of this morning I defirtd that cplojpiel ft'odiei'*^ 
regiment (hould join this arraiy wilho^it \ofis of time. Upon 
confulting gei^eral Knpx, we ^r^ ^( opinion they hdd bettct* 
halt at Trenton with general Nafli till further orders, as thi 
<:tpera^ns of general Howe are not yet ^crft&ly und^'fldod; 
— j h^ve nothing new from the northern departnienty-^^Qd 
jcmly io ad4'that I have the honor to be, y?ith great refpccS^ 
^r, yoiirflaCift robedient (crvai?Lt, G. W;. 



1 4 



I20 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

' Sir, Camp at the Clove^ July i8, 1777. 

I JUST now received a letter from general Schuyler| 
of the fourteenth inftant, inclofing the proceeding? of tb^ 
council of war which he allpdes to, a copy of which, and of 
his letter, J herewith tianfrait. fie reprefents matters in a 
diftreffing point of view : — ^I believe they are bad ; but I 
hope they are not fo alarming as they are painted by him. 

My letter of the twelfth would advife Congrefs how fai" 
his demand of neceffaries had or would be complied with. In 
addition to the fupplies then ordered, I direfled, a day or 
two ^ftcr, fix to)\s of mufket-baU to be forwarded ^p \^vai 
from Peekfkill with all poffible expedition, whjch, I doubt not, 
have arrived at Albany, As to fending him more troops 
than thbfe mentioned in my letter above referred to, it is not 
in my power ; and I am perfuaded the force he now has^ 
^vith fuch fuccour as may be hid from the militia, if well 
conduced, would greatly if not efFedlually flop general Bur- 
goyne's progrefs. 

General Arnold arrived' here laft night, ^nd will fet out 
this evening for Albany. From his aftivity and difpofition 
for enterprife, I flatter niyfelf his prcfencc and afliftaiicc 
in that quarter will be attended with happy confequerices : I 
am well affured his utmoft exertions will be employed to 
Ibaffle the enemy's views : and, wifhing that they may fuc- 
C6cd, I have the honor to be, &c, G. W, 



To the Committee of Congrefs^ on a yijit to the Camp. 

pENTLEMEN, famp at the Clove^ July 19, 1777. 

THE little notice I had of your coming to the army, 
^ndthe ftiortnefs of your ftay in camp, will more than pro- 
'bably bcpafion the omiffion of many matters which of right 
ought to be laid before yon ; and the interruption, which my 
thoughts conftantly meet by a variety of occurrences, muft 

apologifc 
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ipologife for the crude and indigefled manner in which they 
are ofFdfcd* "^ 

The completion of the continental regiments is a matter of 
fuch infinite iinportarice, that I thjnk np means Jfhould be 
left unefiayed to accomplifti it. Draughting, where thepowcr^ 
pf government are adequate, 'Nypuld be tl^e fpeedieft ai^d moft 
effeSual : but if it fliould be thought^ unadvifable to attempt 
this mode,— next to it I y/ould recommend fhat the bpfineft 
of recruiting fliould be taken entirely out of the hands of 
,jhe officers of the afmy| and that each flate fhquld appoint 
fome perfon of known aSiyity (one^ for inftance, who has 
Wn a gpodjpnder-flierifF^ ineach cqunty or toivnfliip, not 
only to recruit, but to apprehend (jef(?rters j— tliefe perfons to . 
^be liberally rewarded for, each recruit and dei'erter whoDa- 
.they (hall deliver, at ftated periods and places, to officers ap- 
pointed to receive, difciph'ne, and march thf m to the army ; 
•—none of thefe recruiter^i to have the fmalleft power to a£k 
put of their own diftrifts,- but to. be absolutely fixed to them, 
A mode of this kind would, in my humble opinion, be lefs 
burdenfome to the public than the prefent, — prevent the idle 
habits which recruiting oflScers contract, not only injurious 
to themfelves, but to others,— the moft efFeclual means vvhich 
can be devifed for the recovery of defer ters,— the furcft way 
, of keeping your regiment? of equal ft rength, andof making the 
duty more equal in the detail of it : in a word, many valu- 
able advantages would refult from it, whilft I can fuggeft. but 
one reafon againft it, — and that (fully fatisfied 1 am), when 
weighed in the fcale of intereft, will not operate, — I mean, the 
keeping fo many officers in camp, who might be fpafed from 
the duties of the field till the regiments are ftronger than at 
prefent* The fixteen additional regiments l-^bor under fuch 
- difedvantages . in fomeftates, as to render the interpofition of 
Congrefs, in fome Ihape or other, indifpenfably neceffary. . 

With' refpeft to food, confidering we are in fuch ain ek- 
tenfive and abundant country, no army was ever worfe fup- 
plied than ours with many eflential anicles of it. Our fol- 
jiers, the grcateft part of laft campaign and the whole of 
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this» have fcatrely taftedany kimi.of vegetables,— 4iad but Gu, 
de fak ;*— and vinegar,, which. .would have been a toleraUc 
fobftitute for vegetables,, they have been in a great mea£urc; 
ftsaogers to. Neither have they been provided with propc^: 
drink : beer or cider feldom coixwes wichin^ the vei^c of th4|^ 
camp, and rum in much too fmall quantities. Thus, to dc;^ 
vouring large quantities of animal food uiuem{:kered i^y vegct- 
aUes or vinegar, or by any kind of drink but watcr^— i^. 
eating indifferent bread (but for this laft a reipedy i^ provy:^ 
^),— are to be afcribed the many putrid difcafes incident t^ 
die army, and the lamentable mortality that attend^ us l^^ 
campaign. If thefe evils can be remedied, the expenfe an^.. 
tTQublc ought not to be obftaclcs : though fome kinds of ,ye^ 
l^etables are not to be had, others are, wluch, tog^cther )vit|j|. 
four krout and vinegar, might eafily be h^d^, if projpgr 
peifons acquainted witli the faufineis were employ^ 
<lbcrein. : ? 

• Soap is another article in great demand. TThe cpqtoieu^^, 
^lowance i$ too fmall : and, dear as every nece0ary of life is 
now got, a foldier'spay will not enable him 4;p purcliaic ;.l;^jr. 
which means his xonfequent dininefs adds not a litde to tl^^ 
difeafes of the ar^ny. !' . / 

I have no reafon to accufc the clothier-general of inatteQ^ 
eion to his department ; apd therefore, as his fuppliefs are in;^ 
competent to the wants of the array, I am to fuppofe his re- 
jpurces are unequaL Ought not each ftate then to be call- 
ed vpon to draw fuch fupplies from the country manufac- 
tories, as can be afforded ? particularly of flioes,, ftockings,^ 
ihirts, and blankets,— articles indifpenfably neceffary, and of 
which fcarce too many can he provided ;r-in the mean while, 
•every provifion to be making, fpr clpdiing the. troops uni- 
jformly and warm in the wip^r. Ic is a niaxin^ which needs 
no illuftration, that nothing can l^e of more importance i^ 
an crmy, than tite clothing and feeding it well. On thck, 
the health, comfort, and fpiritJi of the foldiers eflentiaUy de- 
ipend ; and at is a n^ancholy fa<3:, that ^hc 4m,erican army 

art miferahJy defefliy-c in both thefe Tefpeds. The diftrefs^ 
'7 inoft 
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0*6(t of them are in for ^ant of clothing is painful to huixia-' 
riity, difpiriting" to thenrfelvcs, and difcouraging to every officer. 
Xt mokefi eve^ prctenfion to the prefervation of cleanlinefii 
imp6iKbl«i expofes them to a variety of diforders, and abater 
oV deftrcj^s that military pride, without which nothing can 
jbe expected from any army. - 

-Th^ ^oiifequence of giviag rank kedifcrimipately is much' 
10 be dreaded t great difTatisfaftion has already arifen on ac-^ 
c6uAt of beftowing this on officers in the civil departments of 
|iw aitny, on the infierior ftaflP, waggon-mafteri &c, who, \?j^ 
co&om^ propriety, and every otlitr motive, are excluded from 
It in all well-regulated armies. The too great liberality-^ 
f rafltifed in this rcfpedl will d^ftroy the prides of rank' 
ilrherf it ou^t to "fexift, and will not only render it cheapo 
but contemptible. It is the policy of ail armies to make it 
tllued and reipeded, as a flimulus to emulation, and anio< 
citement to bold and gallant undertakings : it muft be vttf 
uoadvilable therefore, in our infapt ftatc of* war, to adopt 
liovel cuftoms to bring it into difcredit,— which muft and 
w31 be the confequence of making it too common, bcfides 
the difguft it creates in others. 

An auditor of accounts, to be conftanrly with the army, ii 
abfolutely requifite^ It is irapoffible for me, crowded as I atn 
with other bufinefs, to examine and adjuft the numerous 
cdmplex accounts of the army with that corredn^fs the pub- 
lic have a right to expeft, before warrants pafs for payHnciit ; 
and, without doing it, great impofitions may follow. Tlic" 
proviGon for making regimental paymafters regulate all rfc- 
^imental accounts is altogether incompetent to the end pro^ 
pbfed from it: for thefe men being appointed generally agree*- 
abl^ to- the recommendation of the field-officers of the regi- 
ments they belong tOy — aflbciatingconftantly with the officers 
6f their corps, and in a great meafure under their control,— 
cannot be confidered as Sufficiently uninfluenced : nor are^au- 
ditoi-s at a diftance from the army of much' ufe, as it would 
lis^uire a delay iiot admiffible, to fend accounts to them to au- 

. ■: . : . dit 
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dk before they were pafled.and paid in confequence of war* 
fants from the commander-in-chief of the army. 

A good geographer, to furvey the roads and take (ketchet 
of the country where the army is to aft, would be extremely 
tifcful, and might be attiended with exceeding valuable confer 
qtiences. He might with propriety have the chief direftion 
of the guides, and muft have a head to procure, govern^ and 
pay them. If fuch a perfon fhould be approved of, I woukl 
beg leave to recommend Mr. Robert Erlkine, who is tho-. 
roughly fkillcd in this builnefs, has already afEflcd us in mak« 
ing maps of the country, and has (as I am informed) uniformly 
fupported the charafter of a fafl: friend to America, 

A fmall travelling prefs, to follow bead-quarters, would 
be produftive of many eminent advantages. It would ena- 
We tis to give fpcedy and exaft information of any military 
tranfaftipns that take place, with proper comments upon 
them, and thereby fniiirate the pernicious tendency of falfe- 
hood and mifrcprefentatioo, which, in my opinion, — of what- 
ever complexion thdy may be,— are, in tlie main, detrimen?- 
tal to our caiife. If the people had a channel of intelligence, 
that, from its ofual authenticity, they could look up to with 
confidence, they might often be preferved from that defpon- 
dency which they are apt to fall into from the exaggerated 
pictures our enemies and their emiffaries among us com- 
inorily draw of any n>ftjfortunes we meet with,— and from 
th^t diffidence of truths fovorable to us, which they muft 
na.turaHy feel fro^i the ffpquent deception they are expofed 
to by the extravagant colorings our friends often give to our 
fucceiles- 'It would alfo be very ufeful to difpatch bufinefs 
in can>p, being the moft^expeditious means of taking copies 
(9if.:prders or other matters that recjuire to be difperfed, and 
i?Kopi4 fave a good deal in returns and other papers we are 
often obliged to get printed in Philadelphia. An ingenious 
n}^n, to ac<;tompany this prefs and be employed wholly in 
rwriting for It, might rei>dor it fingulaily beneficial. 
, . I am exceedingly ejpfearrafled how to difpofe of the French 

officers 
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officers in general, but more efpecially the artillery ofl5cer» 
who are come out under the fanftion of a compaft. I can 
tWnk of no other way than that of forming a feparare corps 
of them, and draughting men from the whole line to com- 
pofe that corps : but even this will be attended with many 
difagreeable efiedls : — among others this is not the lead, that 
officers will think themfelves much injured to have the mert 
they have had the trouble of raifing, taken from them and 
given to others. There is fomething in this vc^hich is dif-- 
couraging, and breaks the.fpirit of a good officer who prides 
himfelf in haeving a full and complete corps. 

A doubt has arifen, whether a perfon who belongs to any 
of the United. States of America, and who owed allegiance to 
any of the faid flates,— that went to the enemy fome time paft^ 
and iince that time has been lurking about any of the fortifi- 
cations, or about any of the encampments of the annies of the 
United States,^— plundering and driving off cattle to the ene- 
my, recruiting for them, or committing any odier atrociqus 
crime,-^or who is appointed an officer in Ae enemy V army,—* 
can be tried by a general court-martial, mider the rcfolution 
of Congrefs of the twenty-firft of Auguft,' i ;^y 6, and puni(h- 
cd as a fpy. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 



Sm, Campy eleven miles in the Clove ^ yuly 22, 1777* 

WE have* been under great embarraflkients refpcfl:- 
Ing the intended operations of general Howe, ahd ftill are, 
hotwithftanditig the utmoft pains to obtain ititelligence of 
the fame. At prefent it would appear that he is going oii 
to fca. By authentic information, there are only* forty (hips 
at New-York ; the reft are gone elfewhere, and have fallen 
down betweeh the Narrows and tlie Hook : between tlitfe 
two places, the number, from the mbft accurate c>bfefvati6ft, 
was about 5ne hundred and twenty yefterday. As I obfervcd 
before, their -deftirtation is uncertain and unknown : bot I 
bare thbujght if my duty to infrtrm Congrefs of thefe fads, 

. that 
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that they may give orders to the militia t6 hold themfelves in 
readinefs to march on the ihorteft notice, in cafe Phiiad^- 
phia (hould be their ohje£t. At the fame time I am tq re<« 
^ueft that they will have a fuflScicnt ntunbcr of proper loqk-* 
outs fixed at the capes of Dela^;vate (to whofe accounts «Qp«r 
plicu confidence may be given), to make the earli^ rep<^ 
of the arrival of any fleet, — which Congrefs will tranfmit 
me by the fpeedieft conveyance. 

As tht enemy will probably make many feints, and have 
it unhappily but too much in their power from their ihipping, 
1 would advife that the. look-outs (hould be cautioned, to bt 
extremely accurate in- their obfei-vations and. reports, men- 
tioning, with as much precifion as poffible, the number of 
ihips thfit may appear.-r-Our fituation is already critical^ Jaind 
iqay be. rendered flill more fo by inaccurate and ill-grounded 
, intelligence. 

From the advices received on faturdaj;, of the movements 
of ^art of the enemy's ihips, and the ftrong reafons there 
. w^re to fuppofe general Howe would pufli up the North- 
river to, co-operate with general Burgoyne, I detached lord 
. Stirling with his divilion to Pecklkill on funday morning :r- 
they crofled the river that evening and the next morning. 
This movement will prove unnecefTary, fliould his deftina- 
tion be to die fouthward. — I have alfo ordered general 
Nixon's brigade from Peekfkill to reinforce general Schuy- 
/Jcr, from his reprefentations of the inadequacy of his forpe 
tc^ oppofe general Burgoyne, and of the fceming bau^kwanl- 
nefs of the people in that quarter to aflFord him aid. 
I have the honor to be", Zee. G. W. 

P» S. I think the works at Billiuf^port well worthy of al- 
teotion ; and it is expedient to efFe£t their completion as fbon 
as poi&ble. 



. SXR> ^ Hiad'Quartfrsy RamapaugljL^ ^ly ,%^^ ^Tll* 

I HAVE the honor to inclofe you a couple of letters 

which moulleur Davour, the bearer of this,, delivered me in his 

behalf. 
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^behalf. Yoa will perceive by them that he b Jefirbus of 
^^zitering into oxsr fervice^ asid what his pretenfions have been 

Jh his own country* I have referred him to Congrefs to <k- 
{ermine on.what footing he is to (land with us. — He requefts 
ine to mention that he would be glad of a det:ifion» aiidtobe 
sttfbrmed at once what can be done, whether he can be ena- 

^ ^{Sbyed or not, and in what capacity. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



^ ^ SiRt Half after e'rghty A. M July^ 2$^ 1777. 

•■ I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit you the inclofed 

letter from governor Franklin, wliich came this minute by 
^ i^prcfs.— As Mr, Franklin was confined by order of Congrefs, 
"Tcould not think myfelf ut liberty to anfwer him on the fiib- 
Jefiof his requeft, and therefore have referred it to their cdh* 
'^deration. At the fame time I would obferve his fittiation is 
'liittrefling, and muft intercft.all our feeling, as I have no 
^ dotibt of the great indifpofition'of hi^ lady.— I (hould fuppofe, 
^aftet* his folemn afluraQces, and being laid under fuch fur- 
ther reftridlions ^s Congrefs may judge ncceffary to impofe 
"ttponhim, that he might be indulged to fee her. Humanity 
" and geherofity plead' powerfully in favor of his application, 
and 1 am certain it will be duly confidered. If it is granted, 
"fe fliould have the earlieft notice, or the end and the views of 
"^6ngrefs may bfe difappointed in the death of Mrs. Franklin 
"'"before his arrival. — Iliave the honor to be, &c. Q. W. 



-Camp at Ramipaugh^ three miles f rain the Clave^ Julf 25, 1777. 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit you a copy of my 
letter to general Howe, of the fixteenth inftant, propofing 
Ikii'exchange between generals Lcfe and Prefoot. I difp^hed 

"•..:.':'- ' . : • , ' .•-.::; it 
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it early. the next morning, and prefijme it got to hand on thcr 
cjghteentl). As y^t I have ndt received his anfwer- 

The amazing advantage the enemy derive from their (hips 
and the command of the water keeps us in a (late of conftant 
|)erplexity and the mod anxious conjedlure- We are not 
yet infotmed of their deflination, nor can any plaufiblej:on* 
clufions be drawn refpecSing it, at lealt not fuch as appear 
fatisfadtory. What renders the matter {till more, difficult 
Und Confufed, is their extreme inaftivity and delay : for it 
is certain they began tc embark immediately after the eva- 
cuation of Aipboy, and now remain between the Narrqwsf 
and the Hook, or were there when I was laft advifed upon 
the fubjedl, I have two afllve oflScers, with an efcort, now 
out, for the purpofe of intelligence, and for reconnoitring 
their fituation from Fort-Lee and along the river. in (Jiait 
neighborhood. . , . 

Things being thus circumftanced, and various opmions^ 
as to their real objedl, prevailing among us,— fome fuppofing 
it to be Philadelphia, others the North-river, and others an 
expedition more eafterly, — I would fobmit it to Congrcfs 
whether the militia of the neighboring counties fliould not 
be immediately called to the firft, or at Chcller<— ^the lower 
counticvS, at Wilmington. This meafure appears to me highly 
expedient, and noobjedion can lie againft it, of fuflScient 
validity to prevent it, as a few days muft certainly determine, 
their realdefigns. Should they be againft Philadelphia, and 
they have favorable winds, their voyage will be mtade in a 
Ihort time, -when it may be too late to obtain their aid, and 
to arrange them properly for defence, fuppoCng them to. 
come ill. I am the mgre induced to recommend this raeafui:p> 
as the feveral objecSts we have to attend to ncceflarily oblige 
this army to continue at a confiderable diftance from that 
place till their intentions are better underftood: and as they. 
might by a fudden and rapid pufh attempt to effedt fome ma-. 
torral, capital ftroke, before we could get there, unlefs thcr*' 
i^ a refpeclabie force to oppofe them: for,^ though no great*. 

dependence 



lilependbfiee (^n be put in a mrKtIa aifling alon^^ nor a vigo- 
irous oppofilioa expedted frtkri them (from the nature of 
things) to a difciph'ned, vveH-a{ypaiiu3d atrriy^ yet their opc^ 
irations rriay be greatly retarded by them, ahd may be check- 
ed till- ocIk^* fiiccours arrive. Tiice report of a farce, efpecial* 
4 J- it- it is in aiS)i i/^ife refpeclabte,let k be of what fort it inay^ 
wiU have ibme rnfluerice on their conduci, and may prevent 
ksnterprifeS that wouM otherwife be undertaken; 

F#om *he inteUigence we received on faturday evening that 
iiflnmber oC tlie eivemy^s ftiips were ftanding up tlie North-i 
mer,-^and in the courfe of chat and the preceding day, that 
forty fail w^re in the Sound, going into Fairfield harbor,— .^ 
hed not the leaft doubt in my mind but geiwral Howe had ia 
titW^ a ftroke againil the Highlands and the fiDXtificatioos 
thdre, arid to co-operate with general Burgdyne^ In confc- 
quence of thefe advices I judged it expedient to move the ar-i 
my the next morning, from our then encampment, towaids 
ihbk pods. Lord Stirling's divifion was ordered to take the 
route td Kittg's-ferryj and to pafs the river to Peekfeill j and 
^proceeded myfelf with the remainder, which compofed t\id 
ftliin body, by the f oUte leading through the Clove towards 
ffew-Windfor.- We marched over a very diSicult and 
winged ftjad till litght, when We halted,— the^firfV divifion 
having advanced about eighteen mil<fs< In this fituation we 
T«)^ tin yctttrday morning, wlien, from the information re- 
deifed before! refpeiKng the enetiny^s fleet being at and near 
the^Hb^k; ^d'no fuitth^r accounts of the (hips in the Sound, 
a change in GUI'' nieafures took place. Stephen and Lin- 
colh*6 divifioAs were ordered to proceed to Chcfter, (there to 
wtfk further/dircftions, as a plate from whence they may 
iiMDvewilh mUch more eafe cither to Philadelphia or Hud- 
fbn't riycf,' behlg C^ven miles nearer the former, and equally 
(fonvtnient to the latter), and general Greene's divilion to 
thss'grouud. ^By dividing, and this arrangement, I am in 
hopcBf our movements will be more expeditious, whcrefoever 
thc?ymay be neccflary.~I have the honor to be, &c. G* W. 

Vol. If. ' K 
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P. S. In ray letter of the twenty-third I mentioned I haif 
ordered NixorCs brigade as a further reinforcement to general 
Schuyler: — I meant Glover's* 

Four o'clock^ P. il/.— This minute I received a letter of the 
twenty-fecond from general Schuyler, a copy of which, and 
of its inclofure, I herewith tranfmit. His letter of the twenty- 
firft which he mentions has not come to hand. — Things 
feem ftill in an unpromifmg way in that quarter. — General 
Schuyler complains much for want of artillerifts :— it is not 
with me to fatisfy his demands : he has at this time a much 
greater proportion of artillerifts than this army, — haying re- 
gard to the quantity of artillery. 

After fealing my letter, I received, byexprefs from colonel 
Moyl^n, a ktter advifing that the fleet failed from the Hook 
yefterday morning out to fea. 



Sir, July thi *, 1777. 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit you the inclofed 
memorandum of warlike ftores wanted for an expedition to 
the river St. John's, which I received in a letter from general 
Heath, of the fixteenth inftant.— The memorandum was fent 
that I might order the ftores to be fupplied. — ^Not knowing 
that Congrefs have fuch an expedition in view at this time^ 
I do not conceive myfelf authorifed to comply with the requi- 
fition, and therefore refer the matter to their confideration, ta 
dire£t therein as they fhall judge proper : but I would beg 
leave to bferve that^I think the force, intended to be env- 
ployed upon the occafion, would render infinitely more im- 
potent fcrvices by reinforcing the northern army, and af- 
lifting in the repulfe of general Burgoyne. Tfac progrefs of 
his arms, and the deficiency in the quotas of [men exadled 
from the ftates to compofe our army, feem to forbid expedi* 
tions for conqueft, and to demand our utmoft exertions to 
maintain what we already have. — Congrefs will be pleafed to 
write to the Mafiachufetts council on the fubje£b, and a line 

*~ Blank in\tke original : — probably July 27 or 28. 

I t» 



' OFFlOiAL LETtEkS. iji 

ta^n^fal Heath, that he may know how to govern himfclf 
tefpeftingthe application. 

I have the honot to be, ice. G. W. 

Cr of s-^Roads^ Jixieeh mites from Morrijiowfiy'l o^ clocks P. M. 

, Your letter of the a6th, with its inclofures, I met on th« 
Toad.— The fubjedl of rank, which Congrefs have been 
pleafed to fubmit to my confideration, fhall have my atten- 
tion as foon as circumftances will admit, and the refult be 
made known. 

General Greene's divifion, confiding of Muhjenberg an<t 
Weedon's brigades, is now here : it will proceed fix or fevea 
miles farther this evening. — Generals Sullivan and Stirling*$ 
divifions have repafled Hudfon-s river :— the former will pro* 
ceed by this route, — the latter by way of Paramus and Bound- 
brook or Brunfwic. — General Stephen, with his own and 
Lincoln's divifion (general Lincoln being ordered to join 
general Schuyler) is marching on a back roa,d from Chef- 
ter, through Suffex, to Howel's ferry on Delaware. — Mby- 
lan's and Bland's regiments of horfe, which were pafl:uring 
about Boundbrook and on the communication towards 
Woodbridge, were ordered to march too on the firft in- 
telligence I received of the fleet's failing.— Morgan's corps 
of light tioops is alfo on the march through Brunfwic, 
with direftions to halt at Trenton till further orders, or 
till he gets certain information of the appearance of the 
fleet in Delaware.— I intend in like manner that lord Stir- 
ling's divifion, ihall halt and remain there or at Briftol, 
till we have further information of tlic enemy. — From eitlaer 
of thefe places they will be fufficiently near Philadelphia, 
and may proceed in time on any emergency. 



Sir, CoryePs-Ferryy Jcrfey, July 30, 1777. 

I DO myfelf the honor to inform you that I arrived 
licre on the twenty-eighth at night wifli general Greene's di- 
vifion^ one brigade of which palTed the river hat evening, 
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that the whole might encamp the move commodloufly. Ge-r 
neral Stephen, with his own and Lincoln's divilion, alfo ar- 
rived a little time after at Howers ferry, four miles above this^ 
. I have thought proper ta hak the whole army at thefe twa 
places and at Trenton till our knowledge of the enemy's def- 
tiuation becomes more certain.. If the Delaware is their ob-^ 
jccl, we are now within two days'^eafy march of Philadel- 
phia, and can be there in time, I tn^ft, to make every necef- 
fiiry difpofition for oppoling them. — On the other hand, if 
general Howe, by this expedition to fea, only means a deep 
feint, and fliould turn his attention again to the North-river^ 
we can from hence reinforce general Putnam^ army more 
bcpecKiiuufly than if we were farther adfvanced. 

The importance of my receiving the earlieft intelligence 
of the fleet's arrival is apparent; and Congrcfs, I am certain^ 
Hill direft proper meafures for obtaining it, and alfo for 
tranfmitting it to me in the moft fpeedy manner. If authentic 
advice fliould be had of the fleet's coming into Delaware^ 
at- the fame time tJiat it is cotiimunicated to me it will be 
proper that an exprefs ihould be fent to lord Stirling or com* 
manding officer at Trenton, to advance with all the troops 
from thence. Should this not be done, the marching of the 
troops there will be confiderably delayed. 

I have the honor to be, 6cc. G. W- 



' ^IR, CoryeVs, July 31, ten o'clod, A. M. 

I AM this'moment honored with yours of five o'clock 
this morning, and have accordingly fet the army in motion^ 
One'divifion had croflcd the Delaware the day before yefter- 
day ; and I am in hopes the whole of the troops now here 
-will bfr able to reach PJiiladelphra to-morrow evening. — 
Lord Stirling's diviilon lies juft in my rear, and will move on 
with us.— I propofe fetting ofF for your city as foou as I can 
get the chief part of the army over. 
1 ani, with the greateft. refpeft, &c. ' G. W* 
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Sir, Philadelphia^ ^w^/^ 3> I777'- 

' YOUR favor of this date, with itfe inclofures, is now 
iefore^nie. — At the fame time that I exprefs my thanks for 
the high mark of confidence which Congrefs have been pleaf- 
eJ to repofe ih nie by their refolve aiithorifing me to (end an 
^officer to command the northern army, I fhbuld Wilh to be 
^'xcufed from making the appointment. For this, many rc2i- 
fons might be mentioned, which, I am perfuaded, will occur 
ix> Congiefs upon reflexion. — The northern department, in 
A great meafure, ba;5 been confidered as feparate, and more 
peculiarly under their direftion ; and the officers command- 
ing there, always of their nomination. I have never inter- 
fered further than merely to advife, and to give fuch aids as 
!were in my power, on the reqiufitions of t!>ofe officers.— 
The prefent fituation of that departmerit is delicate and cri- 
tical, and the choice of an officer to the command mar 
involve very intcrefting and important confequences. 

It is certainly neceflary that a body of militia fhouU 
be immediately cajled put to reinforce the nprthern army. 
In the confe;'ence which your committee honored me with yef- 
terday evening, I mentioned the number which I thought 
fufficient; but my opjnion on this point, and the apportioning 
them to the difFer,ent ftates, I wifli to fubmit to Congrefs 
who can beft determine the quotas that fhould come fron^ 
each, — I would only obferve that Connedlicut and New- 
York are already-, and may he again, called on, to afford 
fuccours to the army at PeckflvilL 

I haviB the honor to be, &c, G. W. 



Sir, - Camp near Germantewn^ Auguft 6, 1777. 

- 1 BEG to be informed whether Congrefe have >vrit- 

ten or mean to write, themfelves, to g/enerals Schuyler and St. 

Clair to repair to head-quarters, or whether they e3ji)e(fl: me 

to do it. My reafon for this is, the refolv^es for their recall 

K 3 (tranfmitted 
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(tranfmitted in your favor of the fccond inftant) do ndH 
mention how the fame fliould be communicated. 

I have the honor to be, &Ct ^ G, W, 



Sir, Camp near Germantown^ Auguji 7, 1777. 

YESTERDAY evening I received a letter from 
general Schuyler, of the firft inftant, a copy of whjch, 
?ind of its inclofures, I do myfelf the honor of tranfmit- 
ting you. By thefe you will perceive that our aflfairs at 
the northward have experienced no change for the better ; 
r— on the contrary, that they are in a niore unpromifiiig 
train. — I have the honor to ])e, &c. G. W4 



Sir, Camp near Germantown^ Augujl 9, 1 777. 

INCLOSED you will be pleafed to receive copies of 
two letters and other papers, which juft now came to hand 
by different exprefles. — General Heath's letter of the fecond 
inftant feems to make the intelligence refpe<SHng the fleet, 
which he had obtained before, vague, if not entirely ill 
founded. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Camp near Germantown^ -^^g^fl 9> 1777- 

I HAVE been duly honored with your letter of yef- 
terday, and with its inclofures. —I {hall pay attention ~fo' the 
refolves tranfmitted ; and, as fport as circumftaiices admit, 
fhall propofe to general Howe an exchange between Heu- 
tenant-colonel Campbell and the Hcffian field-officers, and a 
'like number of ours, of equal rank, in his hands. 

I would beg leave to lay before Corigrefs a copy of a re- 
j)brt made by a board' of general officers, held on the fevcmh 
Inftant, to confult of feveral matters refpcSingthc army, in 
the courfe of their deliberation they took into confideration 
the.fubjcd reported.—-! ftiairohlyadd that this matter has 

been 
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been Jong complained of by die officers, and the more fo as 
the indulgence they pray could not nor can be ever attended 
with the leaft poffible injiiiy to the public, and is what I 
believe is allowed in moft armies. — Congrefs, I am perfuad- 
cd, will give it their attention, — and, if no good objedions of 
m public nature appear againft, the meafure^ will grant ..what 
the officers wifli and the board have recona mended. 
. I perceive by the refolves of the thirtiedi ultimo and firfl: 
inftaot, for recalling generals Schuyler and St. Clair, that 
they are directed to repair to head-x}uarters. I alfo find 
that a committee bad been refolved on, to digeil a mode for 
inquiring into the reafons for evacuating Ticonderoga and 
Mount-Independence, and into the conduct of the general 
officers in the northern department at the time of the evacu- 
ation.— As thefe gentlemen havfe received the letter upon this 
fubje£l by thistime, and will probably be down in the courfug 
i)f a few days, I fhall be glad to be informed what I am t# 
dp with them when they arrive, I may be then at a great 
jdiftance from this, — and, in fuch cafe, /hould be at a lofc 
what to fay, or how to cpndudl myfelf refpedting them, 
without receiving fome dirediions, which I r^<jueft to be 
favored with by tb^e earlieft opportunity, 

I havfi the honor to be, &c. G, W, 



Head-Quarters^ Camp mar G^rmantowHy Auguji *, 1777, 

.-Sir, . 

THE difappearance of the enemy *s fleet for fo many 
.days rendering it rather improbable that they will again re- 
tiirn, I hate thought it advifable to remove (he army back to 
Corycl's, where it will be near enough to fuccour PhiladeU 
- phia, ihould the enemy, contraiy to appearances, ftill make 
Aat the obje£t of their next operation ; and will be fo much 
the more conveniejiuly iituated to proceed to ^the northward, 

'♦ frgbably Ayguft 9. 

K4 ' fliould 
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fliould the event of the prefent ambiguous zw^ perplexing 
jituation of things call them, that way. | wa$tl>e more in- 
fclinjcd to this ftep, as tiie n<iarncfs of the army to the city,—* 
l>efidc5 x>tlicr difadvantagesj-r-afforded a temptation both to 
qffiiccrs and men, to indulge themC^lves ia licences inconiift^ 
ent lyith difcipline and order^ and confequeatly of an mju*- 
riolis tendency, • . ' 

But before my departure I ^fteem it my duty toconnnuni- 
cate to Congrcfs the refult of n^y examination into^ensKiitM^ 
of the river-defence proper to be adopted, aqcor^ing to.tht 
nicans in our poffeffion, to prevent the fuccefs of any attempt 
upon Philadc'plua by water, I thpreforc beg leave toiay be*^ 
fore Congrefs wliat appears to me mod eligible^ confidering 
all circumftances, and comparing mv own obfervatjons with 
the different opinions of the gtatlemen whom I confniicd on 
the occafion. . . , 

• It is generally a well-founded maxim, that we ought to en- 
deavor to reduce our defence as much as poffible to a cer- 
tainty by coUedting our llrength and making all our prepay 
rations at one point, rather than to rifK jts being weak and iiv 
cfFedual every where, by dividing our attention and force to 
different oljeds >--rin doing rh\s we may difable ourfelves 
from acting with fufficicnt vigor any where, and a mif- 
fortupe in one place may pave the way for a fimilar one in 
another. In our circumllances we have neithpj* men, can- 
non, nor any thing elfe to fpare, and perhaps cannot with 
jpropricty hazard them on obje6ls, whicli, being attended with 
the greatert fuccefs we can promife ourfelves, can be produc- 
tiye of only partial and in4ecirjve advantages, and which waay 
poiHSbly fail of the end propofed, — may haye fon\c ferious ilt 
conlequences,-r-and mufl at all events ha vq fome difadvaiv 



tages. 



It is then to be confidered where our defence can be moft 
effecSt.uaJlymadc, — whether at Billingfport or at Fort-Ifland. — 
It appears to me that the iail: deferves greatly the j)reference : 
piliinglport has but one row of chevaux-de-friic : Ft)rt-I{land 

.., .,■ ' has 
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has three, and, in addition to them, a boom, ^nd another 
chevaux-de-fiife ready to he funk ir> the .channel at\ the ap^ 
proach pf the enemy : of coiirfe the obftruftjions, iln this 
refpe<3:, are four times as great at th^ one as at the other*. 
THre' gallies and floating batteries that couM be broiight for 
the defence of the chevaux-de-frife at Billingfport woifld ht 
xinable to maintain their ftation when once tire enemy were 
jnpofiefSon of the commanding ground on the Jeffey iide, td 
?prhich they ^yould be entirely expofed ; and, nbtwft!}ffand* 
tng the works piifing there, — even fuppoling them complete', 
-^thc jftrong^ft advocates for n)aking our defence in thik 
place do not pretend that the event can be protrafted more 
than fifteen or twenty days at moft '; at the end of which tim(5> 
we fhould be obliged, with the lofs of our cannon at leaft, 
to abandon the defence, and leave it in the power of the ene- 
my to remove or deftroy the chevaux-de frife at pleafure. 

Nor is it by any means certain that a fingle row of che* 
yaux-dc*frifeivonld be an impenetrable barrier to the enemy^ 
fhips ;~expeHmcnts have been made, that lead to a contrary 
fuppofition; and if they fhould hazard one (which it might 
be well worth their while to do with fome of their lefs valua- 
ble ihips) under favor of a leading breeze and tide, and 
ihould focceed in it, — the confequence might be the lofs of 
pur gallics and floating batteries, which I apprehend might 
be intercepted, and (with the affiftance of thejr gallies and 
fmall armed veflels) taken : and this would greatly weakeh 
the oppofitidn we might otherwife give at FortJflahd, ihi 
tend powerfully to render it abortive, 

But if they fliould not attempt this, contenting themfelveJ 
with fafer though flower operations, I have already bWervcB 
that it is agreed on all hands, in fifteen or twenty dayf they 
would be able to poflefs themfelves of infallible means of 
fruftrating our oppofition there by the capture of our works. 
And if we add to this that it might very poffibly happen in 
lefs time, — if from ho other caufe, yet from the garrifon be- 
ing intimidated by a confcibufnefs of its own inferiority and 

inability 
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inability to fupport itfelf againil a fo much fupcrior force of 
numbersy which might occafion a conduS deftruftive to it- 
felf,— -there will remain no fufficient reafons to juftify the 
making this the principal point of defence. 

At Fort-Ifl?ind, the boom and chevaux-<d6*frife are an mmw 
pie fecurity againft any forcible impreifion of the enemy's 
fhips, which it would be imprudent in them to attempt.— On 
the Jerfey fide, the fituation of the ground is fuch, that the. 
gallies, floating batteries, and forts, employed-in the defence 
of the obftru£lions, would have little to fear from any battericii 
ere£)ed there. Red-bank feems by its elevation to be the OQr 
ly advantageous fpot for annoying them : but as it is con)^ 
puted to be above nineteen hundred yards from Forttliland^ 
the diftahce is rather too great to allow any battery xaif€4 
tficre to a£l with fuch effe£l as to be able to filence our fire* 
•p-*On this fide, the ground, by dikes and fluices, may be laid 
Mmder water to fo confiderable an extent as to leave no dan* 
jger of our river force being' annoyed from thence ; far 
which purpoie fuitable preparations ought at once to be made^ 
iagainft it be neceflary to carry them into efied. 

But though a battery upon Red-bank would not, in my 
;rppreheiifioii, be able to prevent the efficacy of our defence* 
or give any material difturbance to Fort-jfland in particular, 
yet it might ferve to make the fituation of fome of our gal- 
lies rather uneafy ; and this perhaps makes it worth while tp 
pre-occupy it in order to keep it out of the enemy's hands^, 
erecting a fmall but ftrong work there, capable of contain* 
ing about two hundred men, with fix ov 'eight pieces of light 
cannon and a proportionable quantity of ftores. As the ap- 
proaches to it are difficult on account of the adjac(?nt creeks, 
^d a comrpunication can be kept open between it and oiix 
army,— by which means thegarrifpn might receive fuccour3 
from time to time, — though we could not expcft to mak# 
it impregnable, yet we fhould have a profpefl of holding it 
much longer than we could the work at Billingfport. Jn the 
jpoCfion,' vhich, from my prefent view of it| I ihould think 

it 
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Itbeft for our army to take, the left wing of it would be 
^aply oppofite to Red-bank, and therefore in a condition ta^ 
rfelieve and fupport it ; — whereas Billingfpoit being more rc^ 
mote from the probable pofition of the army, ^nd. detached 
from s^ny other work, coujd not eafily derive any alEftanct 
from without, and muft rely wholly upon its own ftrength^ 
. Either at Billiqgfport or at Fort-Ifland, I believe there is 
not much to be apprehended from the fire of the enemy's fliips 
vnaidod by land batteries; for, as by the information of 
thofe who ought to be acquainted with the faft, not more 
Iban three fhips can ^£t a-biead at a time at either place,*^ 
Mid as the gallies, not requiring the fame depth of water, 
Cian extend themfelves at pleafure, and beCdes carry a fupc-- 
iior weight of metal to that which frigates commonly hjjive,-^ 
a much fuperior fire could be oppofed to them than any thcj 
could bring, and (from the difference of fize and make bc^ 
twcen the frigates and gallies) to much better efF^^l thau 
tiieirs. The comparative extent of the -iver at Billingfport 
smd at Fort-Ifland has been affigned as a motive of prefct* 
cnce to the former, — the river being narrower there than ^t 
the^atter, and fuppofed to admit of fewer ihips operating at 
IL time : but as it is afferted by the gentlemen in, the river de- 
partment, that the fand-baqks and fljallownefs of the river in 
naoft places near Fort-Ifland compenfate for the width of it, 
and make it impoffible for more than three ihips to ad toge- 
Acr at a time, — this reafon for preferring the pofition at Bil- 
lingfport feems to have no foundation. j\nd if we confi^cr 
that our whole force of gallies and floating batteries would 
be coUcded at Fort-Ifland, affifted by the fort itfelf,— and 
Aat it would not be fafe to truft them aU out for the defencei 
bf Billingfport for fear of the difafter already fuggefled,"-.-it 
feems evident enough that this, is the place where our defence 
. may be moft fqccefsfuUj made. 

One of the moft weighty confideration? with me is th^t 
bur army, as before intimated, could more conveniently 
^j^pperate with tl^e defence by water i^ere than at Billings^ 

port. 
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port. The ground on this (ide is better fituated here than at 
the other place: and the army being fo much nearer the city. 
It IS fo wucb the Icfs likely that the enemy (liould be able, by 
a circuitous rQ,ute, to fall into the rear of it, and feparatc it 
^onri tfie city, — ^lyhich is 51 circumftancc that ought carefully 
to be attended to. 

Some gentlemen are of opinion that our principal Jepcn^ 
.<lencfe ought to be upon Fort-lfland and its appendages ; biiH 
at the fame time, that we Ihould make a part of our defencfc 
at Billingfport,— propofing, for that purpoft, that the worlcj 
there /hould be continued on the ne\y contraded fcale, to hh 
garrifontd by foui' or five himdred men. The reafoAs fcft* 
Ihis are, that it would fcrve to delay the enemy, arid give ^uf 
army time to come up, (hould it be at any diftancc, — and that 
it would prevent thofe difagreeable impreffions which hevet". 
fail to accompany the abandoning works that have been 
^nce raifcd, and plans that have been once in execut1(5ihV 
cfpccially when the pcrfons concerned in the defence of them 
ycpofe a d<?gree of confidence in them, — "which is faid to Be 
the cafe in the prefcnt inftance. ' 

' But thefe rcafons may perhaps not be fo cpnclufive as it Is 
imagined: for it is a queftion, whether, if olir army ^as fo 
remote as to make luoh a delay neceffary, thd enemy woul4 
cmbarrafs themfclves with remoying the >\*a|cr obftriiftions in 
the firft place, but would not rather debark and make a rapid 
march by land, pofleffing themfplvcs of the city, and of thofe 
p€>fitioi^s which would make the furrendcr of the^gallies, &c, 
in forae fort a natural confcqucnce. And it j's 'worthy of 
confidcration whether the abandoning the work$ begun at this 
ttmc>.AYhich will probably allow fome leifure for any difa- 
greeable impreffions it might rnake tp be cfFaccd, will not be 
lefe injurious than the abandoning them hereafter when they 
have coft more expenfe, time, and labor, and in the critir 
cal moment of an attack, wlien every misfortune, and the 
Jofc of thcmoft incorifiderablepoft, is too apt to have a mjuch 
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Worfe influence on the nilndy than the real iipportance of it 
will juftify. 

Add to this tlic ppflibllity that the garrifon, difmayedvat 
ihe approach of numbers fo fupcrior to their own, nuiglH 
not anfwer the end expelled from them, and might ^vca b© 
Ibft by their timidity ; — the certainty of lofing tlie^^nnon af-* 
tcr the time limited for the defence, and tliereby weakening 
ihat of the upper pofit^ion;— the chance of lofing the galliea 
and floating batteries requifite for covering the chevaux-de- 
frife, by a hazardous and foccefsful attempt to break through 
then;i,T-and the garrifon with tlieni, which would fell of 
cpurfe uponfijch an event.— It i$ however fubmitted to Coa-r 
grefs to balance the a,dvantages and difadvantages, and deter- 
mine accordingly. I would only beg leave tq give it dearly as» 
my opinion that our principal dependence ought .to be upoa^ 
Fort-Ifland and the obftrudtions there, and tliat Billingfpoy(? 
ought not by any means to be defended more than ^8> a fe- 
condary obje(S^ : and, to that end, I would recommenfd that 
the works on Fprt-Ifland,— which, on their prefent canflritc-t 
lion, are by no means calculated for tJic defeiKe Ojf thp chc- 
▼aux-de-frife,— be immediately altered and adapted to that 
^urpofe^9 taking care at the fame time to make them defen-r 
iible with a fmall number of men againft any fi^dden attempt 
to land in boats and carry them by alfault* 

fiut, whatever fchcme is purfued, I could wi(h thcgreateft 
diligence and difpatch may be ufed in bringing it to matu* 
rity : for, though the danger which lately . threatened ieemai 
to have fubfided, theie is no knowing how foon it may re- 
turn : and certainly it will be prudent to do every thing in 
pur power to be prepared foi* it; as we cap lofe nothing by- 
being fo, and may lofe a great deal by neglecting to improve. 
tKc interval of leifurc they have given us, ihould.it be their- 
intention to reviQt this quarter. As tl^c means to' this, it 
wil^ be ncceffary to furnifh Mr. Coudray, to whom the fu- 
pcrintendency of thofe works is intriifted, with axompe- 
cent number of workmen, tools, and what other things he 

may 
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may want, to enable him to carry them on with propriety, 
cafe, and e,xpedition. 

On the whole, I am of opinion that the 'obftruftions in 
Ac river, with tlie help of gallics, floating batteries, and with 
tolerable induftry to put the land works in a proper ftate, 
will be extremely formidable to the enemy, and authorife a 
reafohable expedtation of their being effedual. The fire- 
ffiips alfo will contribute to this end : for though diere are 
many obftacles to render their fuccefs precarious, and a ha^- 
py concurrence of clrcumftances is neceffai y towards it,— 
any of which failing may difappdint the projc6l:, — and there 
is diercfore no room to be fanguine, yet there is fome pro- 
bability of its fucceeding; and they will be at leafl: an cm- 
barraflment and terror to the enemy, and will oblige them 
to ufe precautions inconvenient to them, and fcrvlceablc 
to us. 

As an accurate knowledge of the country is eflential to a 
good defence, — and as the enemy's approach may be.fudden, 
and we may be called to aft, without having time, when it 
happens, to examine it fufficiently if it is not done before- 
hand, it would anfwer a valuable purpofc to have it imme- 
diately carefully reconnoitred, and Iketches taken of all the 
landing-places, great roads, and by-paths, encamping grounds^ 
heights, rivers, creeks, moraffes, and every thing that it 
can be of any importance to know. Mafcus-Hook feems 
to be the moft advanced place at which it is conjeftured the 
enemy will land : the furvey fhould therefore comprehend 
all the country between that and Philadelphia. Monfieur 
Du Coudray has offered his fervice, with his engineers, to do 
this bufinefs, if authorifed by Congrefs, only requiring that 
they may be fupplied with horfes and a hand or two. If 
Congrefs approve of it, I fliall be glad they may be aefired 
to enter upon it without lofs of time, 

I have the l^nor tp bs, &c, G. W. 
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SlXf Sunday evening *^ 9 o'clpct, 

1 THIS minute received your favor of this after* 
noon, tranfmitting intelligence that a fleet was feen off Sina* 
puxent on the feventh inftant. I was about three miles eaft- 
-ward of the Billet tavern, on the road leading to Coryers fer- 
ry, when the exprefs arrived.— *The troops are encamped 
near the road, where they will remain till I have further ao 
counts refpefting the fleet, which you will be pleafed to forr» 
'Ward to me by the earlieft conveyance after they come to 
Jband. — ^I have the honor to be, &c* G, W*-' 

♦ Jugufi 10. 



HeaJ' Quarters f Camp at Crofs-Raads^ ^uguft 12, 1777. 

Sin, 

GENERAL Newcomb having informed me that he 
had Colledlcd a body of about five hundred Jerfcy milttia at 
Woodbury, I have defired him to endeavor to ketip them' to- 
gether while matters remain in their prefent uncertainty and 
iiifpenfe, and to employ them in whatever works may be car- 
xying on at Billingfport or Red-bank for the defence of thit 
Tiver. I mention this, that, if it fhall be thought proper, 
jaonfieur Du Coudray may be dircdlcd to call for the af- 
£ftance of thofe militia accordingly. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G: W- 



Heqd'-Quarters^ Camp at Crofs-Rsads^ ^^mft J5v 1777- 
- Sir, • ■ 

MONSIEUR Du Coudray has laid before me a pfaa 
9ftlie river, by which it appears that, for a' confiderabk- 
ipace between the two fand-banks on the eaft fide cf Fort- 
Illand, there is from four to four and a half fathoms depth of 

watL'f. 
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^atcTi Aceording^ to this tepTefcritatiOo, there wonH be' 
ToorA for rfiree frigates to lie bctvYccn thofc hanks irt (iihhvL 
•pofirion as to enliiacle the ^^wks at Foit«>IibR(lj {tfKiihake 4c 
•difficulttomaiataia tbema.: . : ; f . ,; .:; 

There arc bat two wa^ of femedjriiitgitkis^iiicloaYefii^cice'i 
^^tne by having a fufiicieDt oumbepof chevaMi^^ddTfrifd^vik 
at the entrance bet^^ei^ tb« tm^. ixi^k$:^**-and the ether, by 
having the left flauik oBiFatb-Uund forttfitation f<ipp^ed by 
a good battery, capabie of reiifting the cannon t>( tht ^Ski^ 
and obliging them^ta quit their ftatioti. The ffffkh evidendy' 
preferable^ becaufe the effioacy of it will be rtix^ eeltaiii 
A few chevaux-de-frife pro{>erly placed might' efied^ufally }yax 
all accefs to tlie fhips : but there is a poifibiliTy' that arty feata^ 
tery we can conftrudl naiglu be. overpowered by die fire of 
the (hipping : and as we have few cannon, and FotUiMiti 
is itfelf a mar&y fpot, incapable of affordfrtg errthrfor tht 
batteries neceffary to be railed iipon it, which nqiiRft>Be 
brought from tlie oppolitc Qtore, — it would not be pj^udeht^ 
multiply work5 there more tbau cannot be avoided, it would 
alfo be a great advantage gained, to fecur^ the ifland from 
annoyance except in one point, and that in front, from oclj 
three ihipp at a time,— ^which would be effe^ied by ftc^ppiiig 
up the paffage between the two banks with chevaiix-de-frife. 
1 (liould therefore think it of importance to have this mea-*^ 
fore imnafidiateiy adopted and carried into ex^cUtioh. 

With great rcfpedi, I have the honor to be, &c.- G. W, 



Sir, N^^^amifty Campy Augnft i6,, X777« 

I DO^yfelf the liohor of addreffing a few iines to Con-* 
grefs on a fubje£l which appears to me of infinite irtiportanc^, 
and to have a claim. to their ferious attention. The ilialter 
I alliido to is the exorbitant price exafied by merchants and 
venders of goods for every neceffary they difpofe of. I ani 
fenfible the trouble and ri(k }n importing give the adventurer^ 
a right to a gcncrotts price, and that fuch, "from motives oF 

policy,, 
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poMcYf ^ovi^ be paid: but yet I/canoot conceive thatrbcy, 
indire<Sb violation of every principle of generofity, of reafon^ 
-and,of jiiilice:, ibbuld be allowed (if it. is poiBble to teftraiii 
them) to avail therafelves of the difficulties of the times, and 
to^amafs fortunes upon the public^ ruin i 

This grievance is now an objed of Imiverfal complaint^ 
and of univffrffil apprehenixon : and the confequences that . 
are likely; to refult from a continhance of it excite in every 
well-affedcd mii^ the moftdifagreeaWe feelings* The in- 
^clpfed copy of a memorial .from a part of the Pennfylvania 
officers fhews their feritiments upon the fubje£t ; and I am 
perfuaded thofe of the whole army are fimilar, as they havd 
aad dp expefi^Qce the grolk abufes th^y complain of. I know 
<&at ways and means, for preventing this evil wholly, are 
difficult; (if pratSUcable) to find- out t but Lihoiild hope that 
Congfefo thcmfdves, or the fupreni^ powers in the refpeilive 
ilatesy through their recommendation, may devife fomel 
mode by which it may be redrefled in part. 
. I. think tfo^c are two mcafures, which, if adopted and put 
under proper regulations^ would be of confiderable faving to 
the public, and to the army, at the fame time that they 
'VVOUI4 contribute a good deal to doaway part of the uneafmef^ 
of the latt^ri akrifing from the enormous prices they are c6iti> 
l;)elled to pay for neceffaries. The firft is the eftabliftimehC 
of public tanneries in three or four of the ftates, under care 
of a judiciojis eiwumiffary or diredkor^ to which all the hides 
x>f thecattle killed for the army (hould be carried, and tannecL 
There fhould be alfo deputies to attend the army to Collect 
the hides: and it appears to me that eftabliftiingthe tanrieriesi 

in different flate$»T-for indance one in this, and another in 

-I ' ' - ■ ■ " 

Connc.<Slic^f,r-wU be much more advifable than, fixing on-* 
U one ij>^ither. of them j as the bufinefs- may be carricd.ou 
more extenfiyeiy,. with more convenience, and at left cx^. 
pcnfc, thjan if ^e taw hides, weir to be tranfport6<l to one 
place only, froii) which probably there would be a negeflity 
i>f carrying theqa the whole diftancc back again after they 
Vol. li. L were 
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were dreffed. — This fubjeS was under confideration of Coii- 
grefs once before, and a commiflary (if I recoUcdl, a. Mr. 
philips) appointed, who declined the office. Leather is of 
fuch eflential ufe, and fo indifpcnfably neceflary for (hoes and 
other purpofes in the army, that too much care nor too ef- 
fedlual means cannot be taken to procure it. 

What I have ventured to mention, if gone into^ will add 
much to our fupplies, and, I am certain, will prevent the high 
and unjuftifiable prices demanded for this article when in the 
hands of private owners. BeGdes, at thofe tanneries, a num- 
l^r of artifls,fuch as (hoe and harnefs makers, might be em- 
ployed to work the leather up. 

In like manner, fmce our imports of fpirit have become fo 
precarious, nay impradlicable, on account of the dieniy's 
fleet which infefts our whole coaft,— I would beg leave to 
fuggeft thp propriety of erefting public diftilleries in dif- 
ferent ftates. — ^The benefits arifing from the moderate ufc of 
ftrong liquor have been experienced in all armies, and are 
not to be difputed. — In the prefent fituation of affairs, our 
foldiery cannot obtain fuch fupplies as are abfolutely necef- 
fary ; and if they are fortunate enough to get any, it is from 
the futlers at moft extravagant rates, and at fuch as are in- 
credible to tell of. This is a fource of much complaint, and, 
I; ihould hope, may be. removed by appointing proper per- 
fpns to buy grain and did il it for the army,— large quantities 
of which may be eafily procured, ^nd on reafonable terras, 
.in many of the ftates. 

In refpefl: to the obfervation in tlie memorial about rations, 
it. is certain the prefent allowed value is by no means fuC- 
ficient ; nor does it anfvver the purpofe intended. Since that 
wa§ fixed, provifions, like every other article, though not 
from the fame caufes, have become extremely dear ; and 
what at that lime was a juft equivalent, is totally inadequate 
i\ow. This matter, I doubt not, will have the. attention of 
Congrefs, and fuch regulations be made refpeiting it, as may 
be right and equitable. 

It 
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It appears to me from the infonnation I have received, that 
two companies — each to cotifift of fixty men at leaft — Jhder 
proper officers, of uiifufpediicd attachment, fpirit and aflivity, 
— fhould be immediately raifed, to guard the laboratory and 
ftores at Carlifle. Their fecurity is of confiderable import- 
ance, and ought to be attended to. Thefc companies, belides 
ferving as a guard, will be frequently of ufe as efctorts and con- 
voys to ftores. — If Congrefs fhould deem them neceflary, 
and order therti to be enlifted, yet I would rccommcti(l that 
they fhould not be raifed as merely ftationary or local, — hav- 
ing found from experience that regiments or companies form- 
ed upon fuch a footing enter upon other fervices with great 
difcdntent and relu<5tance, though the occafion fhould be 
never fo preffing. 

• In 4 letter of the thirteenth of June, I fubmittcd to Con- 
grefs an application from the officers of cavalry refpeSing 
their horfes,-^— whether they wcfre to be provided at their own 
or the public expenfe. I alfo laid before them, in a letter of the 
fifth of July, captain Sullivan's requifjtion for pay. — Ifhall 
be glad to be honored with their determination upon thefe 
ftibjedJs, and alio in general refpefting the line of conduft I 
fhould purfue as to the pay of officers taken prifoners at any 
time before the clofe of the lafl campaign, who have been 
permitted to be on parole ; — and whether there is to be any 
diftindion between fuch of them as are continued by new 
appointnients, and thofe who are not. I have frequent ap- 
plications in thefe inflances, and vviihto know how to aft. 

Since the exprefs from general Schuyler left this, I receiv- 
ed a letter from governor Clinton, a copy of which, and pf 
its inclofyres, I herewith tranfmit, as they give a much more 
favorable account of the affair at Fort-Schuyler, than was 
Gontained in his letter. - 

Ihave the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Lz 
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Si IT, Nejhaminy Camp^ Augufi 17, 1777^ 

THE trnfavofiable fituation of our affairs in the 
northern department, and the preffing applications of general 
Sdiuyler for aM, indticcd me to write fome time ago to gene- 
ral Putnam to hold Vancortlandt and Livingfton's regiments 
la readinefs to embark for Albany, in cafe I fliould find it 
neccffary, and the fuccours be received of militia would juf- 
tify the meafure. I have the honor to acquaint you, that, by 
a letter from him, of the iixteebth, which came to hand yef- 
terday, he informed me, that, without waiting for furthei'diroc- 
ti€)ns, hsr had ordered tWm to proceed with all poffible expe- 
dition, as •the late advices from that quarter feemed to make 
a furdier augmentation of the army rcqnifite. 

Bcfides thefe, I have, contrary ta my wiflies, but from the 
neceffity of the cafe, ordered colonel Morgan to march im* 
mediately with hi» corps as an additional fupport. I hope 
they will be of material fervicc, particularly in oppofing the 
fiavage part rf general Burgoyne's force, which, from every 
account, fpreads a general alarm among the inhabitants, and 
agedls the minds of the militia not a little, wha have not been 
much accuftomed to their mode of warfare.. 
. ifaave the honor to be, &Cr G.'W, 



Hcad'Quarten^ Camp at Crof^Roads^ Auguft 17, 1 777. 
Sir, 

CDLONTEL Portafl, for hinrfdf and in behalf of the 
gfchtlemert whh him; has made different applications to me 
for hlDrfcs arid fervants* f atid I have been in a manner under 
the nicefiity of funiilhing them by way of loan, till they 
can Se otherwife provided. They expeft thefe thingsrto be 
fotind thetft at the public expenfe; and inform me that the 
matter is how before Coiigrefs, whofe determination they 
look for every moment. I have taken the liberty to men- 
tion this, becaufe I fhould ke glad, if any thing of the kind 

■•••• .. -'• j^ 
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is'intcndecl, that it might be done as foon as convenient ; or, 
if it is not, that they may be informed their expeftation^^afe 
not we|l founded. This will put them upon providing for 
themfelves, and prevent their repeating their applicatioas to 
me on a fubjed which I am not iiuthprifed to do any thing 
w.^l have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Ne/jaminy Camp^ Auguji 18, 1777. 

I LAST night had the honor of your favor of the 
fcvcntecnth, with its indofure. You will perceive by my let- 
ter of yefterday, tranfmitted by. favor of the marquis De la 
Fayette, that I had been fo happy as to anticipate tlve vievys 
of Congrefs by ordering colonel Morgan to ra^ch \yith his. 
corps to the northern army. . 
- I have tl>e feonor to be, &c- . G. W» 



Sir, ^^^h Bncks Cmntyy AuguJl %Oy 1777- 

I DO myfelf th^ honor tp-forward you a packet which 
juft came to my hands from general Schuyjer. In his letter 
to me he communicates an agi-eeable account of the face of 
affairs at Fort-Schuyler : I therefore do myiidtf the plcafurc 
of incloiing you an extraft. 

I have tl^e hoi>or to be, &c. G. W, 



Sir, ^ (Camp at Nejhaminyj Auguji 21, 1777. 

SINC^ I wrote to you on the twelfth inftant on the 
fubje6t of the militia under the command of general New- 
tconib, I have received another letter from him, which you 
have inc!ofed.r-rtBy this it app^rs that thfe men were pot em- 
ployed in any way while they were at R^d-bank, and that 
they are nour anjftous to get hpme to their farms, as they 
fee no immediate occafion for their fervices. As I had ia 
(ome meafure put them under the diredion of niouCeur Du 

L 3 Coudray, 
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Coudray, I did not chufe to give them a difcharge without 
confulting you, though in my opinion they had better be fuf- 
fered to go home than be kept ditfcontented, as they will turn 
out with more fpirit when they are wanted again. The bearer 
waits upon you for your determination. 

I have the honor to be, &c. Q. W. 



Sir, . Head'QjuarterSy Bucks County, Jug, 21, 1.7.77. 

I DO myfelf the honor to inclofe you a copy of 
.do£lor Frankhn's letter in favor of count Puiaiki, of Poland, 
by whom this will be handed to you. I fome time ago had 
a letter from Mr. Deane, couched in terms equally favorable 
to the character and military abilities of this gentleman.-^ 
How he can with propriety be provided for, you will be bed . 
able to determine. — He takes this from me aii an introductory 
letter, at his own requefl. 

I have the honor to be, &c. " G. W. 



Sir, NeJ/iamifty Camp^ ^^g^ft aii> ^777- 

FROM the time which has elapfed fince general 
Howe departed from the capes of Delaware, there is tlie 
flrongeft real'on to conclude that he is gone far either to the 
caftward or fouthward, and with a defign to execute fome 
determined plan. Tlie danger of the fea, — ^the injury his 
troops muft fuftain from being fo long confined, — the lofs of 
time, fo late in the campaign, — will fcarcely admit a fuppofi- 
tion that he is merely making a feint, and ftill mtends to re- 
turn either to Delaware or the North -river without perforrft- 
ing fome enterprife firft in another quarter. The probability 
is in favor of afouthern expedition, becaufche has beenfeen, 
fince his departure from the capes, off Sinapuxent, fleering 
a fouthern courfe, — and becaufe, had his defrination been to 
the eaflward, his arrival there, from the general ftatc of the 

. winds, 
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windsj muft have announced it befoie this, or his fleet woirii 
have been difcovered by fomc of the cruifers oa that coaft. .t 
If he is gone to the foudiward, he muft be gbne far that 
way : for, had Chefapeak-bay been his objc(9U4ie would have 
been there long fince, and the faft well eftabliihed. Beyond 
that, there is no place fhort of Charlefton, of fufficient im- 
portance to engage his attention. The extenfive commerce, 
— ^the vaft accumulation of military and other ftores in that 
town and its dependencies, — ^^with the eclat it would give his 
arms if he fliould unfortunately take it,— afford him ftronger 
inducements to dire6k his operations there, than he could pof- 
fibly have elfewhere. 

Matters being thus circumftanced, an important queftipn 
arifes,-*how this army is to be employed ? — If his intentions 
arc fuch as I have fuppofed them, it appears to me that an 
attempt to follow him would not only be fruitlefs, but would 
be attended with the moil ruinous confequences. The dif- 
tance is fo imracnfe that general Howe might accomplifh 
every purpofe he had in view, before we could poflibly ar- 
rive to oppofe him ; and fo long a march through an un-^ 
healthy climate at this feafon would del;)ilitate and wafte a 
principal part of our force. Added to this,— ^after we had 
made a.conflderable progrefs, he might eafily reimbark his 
troops and turn his arms againft Philadelphia or elfewhere, 
as he fliould think proper, vvithput our being in a condition 
to give the leaft aid. 

As thefe, and many other reafons which will readily oc- 
cur to Congrcfs, will (hew the impradicability of our coun 
terafling general Howe in that quarter with any good eiFedi, 
we have no 9.ther alternative left than to remain heie.idle and 
ina,£tive, on the remote probability of his returning this way, 
T— or to proceed towards Hudfon's-river, v^jth a view of pppof- 
ing general Burgoyne, or making an attempt on York^Iflaod, 
as the fituation of affairs fliall poipt out. A fuccefsful ftroke 
with refpctS^ to either would be attended \yith tlie moft.fjgnal 
advantages, and would be the beft compenfation we could make 

L 4 for 
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for any lofles we may fuftain to the fonthward, Befides 
thcfe confideiations, — if, after all our conjeduresand reafon*- 
iog upon the fubjed, general Howe fKoulA be gone to the 
eaftward toco-operate with MrBurgoyne, thearmy will bc^. 
by the movement propofed, fo far on it$ way, to prevent,^! 
hope, the fuccefs of his enterprife. 

The above reafons led me to call a council of general of- 
ficers this morning, to take tlie fubjeft of removing th^ 
troops from hence into confideration ; and I am happy to 
inform Congrefs they were in fentiment with m^ upon the 
occafiop, as they will perceive by a copy of the proceedings 
then had, which T do myfclf the honor of laying before them; 
Neverthelefs, as it is a movement which pjay involve the moft 
important confequenc^s, I have thought proper to fubmit it 
jto Congrefs for their deliberation and decifion. If it is deenw. 
cd expedient, we have perhaps not a moment to lofe in caxs- 
rying it into ex^cujtion ; and, under this perfuafion, 1 hav^ 
fent colonel Hamilton, one of my aides, (who will have cht? 
honor of delivering this) to bring me the refult of their 
opinion t 

As the northern department has been all along coniider^d 
feparatc, and in fome meafure diftinft, and there are fpecial 
refolves veiling the command in particular perfons, — in cafe 
it fliould hereafter appear eligible to unite the two armies, it 
may perhaps be necejQTiiry that Congrefs fliould place the mat« 
ter upon fiich a fooling as to remove all fcruples or difficult* 
ties about the command, that could poffibly arife on my ar- 
rival tbere» This I rqqueft, from a' difpofition to harmony, 
and from my knowing the. ill and fata.l confequences that 
have often arifcn from fuch controverfies, and not from the 
moft diftajit apprehenfioq that one would take place upon 
fuch an event,--rThe thing however is poffible ; and to 
guard againft it, can do no injury. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

f . S. That I may not appear inconfiftent, to advife, and to 

^Q, hpfore I obtain an opinion,— I beg leave to mention that 

• . . - ., 'Ilhali 
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I fliall TT?oye the army to the Delaware to-morroWlhprniftg, 
to change their gmund at any riti^^ as their prrfeht ettcamp- 
ment begins to be difagreeablfe, and would injure their heaith 
in a ihort ti^- O^v forage alfp begins pp g^bw fcarcfs 
here* . 



I AM thisiiaoment honored \(^ith yours of this morn- 
jing, containing fcveiial pieoes of intelligence of the fleet's hav- 
ing been fcen off the cape$ pf Virginia on the fifteenth in- 
fhinr. I ftiall, in confequencc of this information? h^lt upon 
piy prefent ground till I hear foirnething further. 

Colonel Pinckney of SouthrGarolina paid me k vifit tw<j 
days ago.-^He informed me that the military ftores in Charles- 
ton and the neighborhood were immenfe, ind that he did 
not bdievc (hat the governor or commanding officer there 
had had the leaft intimation of the fleet's having flood to the 
fouthward ; and he feemed very apprehenfive, that, if Charles^ 
ton was their ohjefl, they would find them lulled into fecun 
yity, and quite unprepared for an attack.— As I cannot yef 
think that general Howe fprioufly intends to go into Chefa- 
peak, I would by all means advife that an exprefs be imme- 
diately difpa;tched (if one has not already gone) to warn 
them of th^if danger, to let them prepare in the befl manner 
for defence, aj!i4.to adyjfe them to Remove all fupemumerarjr 
ftores. 

1 fhall ininiediately tall upon governor Livingflon to fur. 
nifh the number of militia from the flate of Jerfey, demanded 
by rcquifition of Gongrefs, to garrifon the fofts in the High- 
lands, while the New -York militia march to reinforce the 
fiorthern arniy.^ have the honor to be, &c, G. W, 
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He0d'Quartersy Camp at Crofs-Roads^ Augufi 2«, 1777. 
Sir, 

I AM honored with your favor containing the intel- 
ligence of the enemy's aiTival in Chcfapeak-bay, and the rc^ 
folutlon of Congrefs thereupon. — I have, in confequence of 
this account, fent orders to general Na/h immediately to em- 
f liark his brigade and colonel Prober's corps of artillery, if 
Tcflcls can be procured for the purpofe, and to proceed to 
. Cbeiler, — or, if veffek cannot be provided, to haften towards 
that place by land with all the difpatch he can. I have alfo 
directed general Sullivan to join this army with his diyifion 
3S fpeedily as poffiblc , and I ' have iflued orders for all die 
troops here to be in motion to-morrow morning very early, 
with intention to march them towards Philadelphia, and on- 
wards. 

I am happy to find Congrefs have ordered the removal of 
the ftores from Lancafter and York, to places of greater fafe- 
ty, which is, without doubt, a very proper and neceffary mea- 
furc. — With much refpedl and efteem, I have the honor to 
be, iir, your moft obedient fervant, G. W. 



Sir, -^''^^23» ^777- 

I BEG leave to inform you that the army marched 
early diis morning, and will encamp, I exped, this evening 
within five or fix miles of Philadelphia. To-morrow moni- 
ing it will move again, and 1 tliink to march it through the 
city, but without halting. I am induced to do this, from the 
opinion of feveral of ray officers and many friends in Phila- 
delphia, that it may have fome influence on the minds of the 
difatFcded there, and thofc who are dupes to their artifices 
and opinionsc The march will be down Front and up Chef- 
nut-ftreet, and, I prefume, about feven o'clock. 

Notwithftanding the arrival of the enemy's fleet in Chefa- 
peak-bay, and the feeming probability that general Howe 

win 
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will debark his troops and attempt fomething, yet I would 
take the liberty to mention that I think the feveral works for 
the defence of the city fliould be carried on with the ufual in- 
duftry, and that no pains fliould be omitted to complete them. 
I would alfo advife that the fame look-outs for intelligence 
fhould be continued at the capes, and the earlleft information 
communicated of any thing material : for, diough the fleet is 
in Chefapeak-bay, the enemy may pufli in a number of vef- 
fels with troops, and make an effort to eiFedt fome ftroke 
againft Philadelphia by furprife. Such an event does not 
feem probable while they have a larger fliew cJf force in a 
neighboring ftate : but it will be prudent to guard againft 
it.— -I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I think fome dire£lions fliould be given general Arm- 
ftrong refpefting the militia. 



Sir, Chejlefy Auguft 25, 1777, eight 0* clock. 

I LAST night had the honor of your favor of the 
twenty -fourth, with its inclofures. — No letters came for you 
from general Schuyler ; and therefore, afgreeable to your re- 
queft, I tranfmit you a copy of one I received from him, and 
of the material papers which it covered. Among the copies, 
you will find general Burgoyne's inftrudions at large to lieu- 
tenant-colonel Baum, pointing out the objeds of his com- 
mand when he was firft detached. What we had before 
was after he marched, and was an anfwer to a report he 
had received from him. — There was alfo a miftake in 
his name before, being called Bern in the copies fent by ger 
neral Lincoln. 

I fliall be happy if the account refpcding Staten-Ifland 
fliould prove true : — I hope it will. 

Two divifions of the army moved this morning, and will 
•proceed after a fliort halt near tliis place to refreffi them- 
felves ; the remainder will continue on their ground to day, 
in order to reft and recover from the fatigiie of the march 

yefterday 
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ycfterday and the day before. After bre^Jcfaft 1 intend to fct 
jout for Wilmington with the Jigl>t-horfr., to reconnoitre tbc 
jtx>untry» and to obtain the beft jnfori^atioA { can refpe£tii>^ 
the cn^wny.— ][ have the honor tp ]be, Ifc, G- W, 

P. S. The publication of gpqeral Burgoync's inftrudiionsy 
with a few coipmcpts, I think might bp attended with many- 
jjidyantages^ 



Sir, prilmington, Jugujii^i 1^77, fxo' clocks P. M^ 
THE inclofed intelligence has juft come to my hands. 
General Gtcene's and general Stephen's divifions are within a 
few miles of thi$ place. I fliall order them to march imme- 
diately here. The two other divifions halted this day ^t 
Derby to refrefli themfe)ves ; but they will come on as expe-' 
ditioufly as poffible. — There are about five hundred PennfyU 
vania militja at Chefter and Marcus -Hook, that ?ire arnriedr 
there are a ijumber morcj uparmed. — I have ordpred air the 
armed immediately down,' \ do not know what nuinber of' 
militia of tliis ftate are yet colleded : but I a;)) told they 
turn out with great alacrity. 

There are a quantify of public and prjvafe ftorcs at the 
Head-of-Elk, which I am afraid will fall into the enemy's 
hands if they advance quickly ; among others, there is a con- 
Cderabl^ parcel of fait. Every attempt will be made to faye 
that. — When I get my force coUefted, I {hall difpofe of it in 
the moft advantageous manner iq my power. To this end, I 
purpofc to view tl]e grounds towards the enemy in the morn- 
ing : I ani yet a ftr anger to them. . '^ 

I have the l^onor to be^ &c, Q, W> 



SrR,- ("f'ilmingtBn^ Anguftlfy 1777^,' 

I THIS morning returned from the Head-of-EM:, 

which I left laft nights In reaped to the enemy, \ have no- 

*j thing 
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(htng new to communicate : — they rcmfain where they de- 
barked firftrf I could not find out from inquiry what num-i 
bcr is landed^ nor form an cftimalc of it from the diftan^ 
view I had of their encampment* But few tents were to be 
fcen from Iron-hill, and Gray's-hill, which are die only emi- 
nences about Elfc.— -i am happy to inform you that all thcf 
public ftores are renwved frota thence, except about feven 
thoufand buftiels of corn. This I urged the commiffary there 
to get off as foon as poffible, ami hope it will be effedled in 
tbe courfeofa few days, if the enemy fliould not prevent,— 
which their fituation gives them but too eafy an opportunity 
of doing. The fcarcity of teams in proportion tcy ihe demand 
will render the removal rather tedious, though I have .di- 
refSied the quarter-mafter to fend fome from hexKe to expe* 
dite the meafure. 

A part of the Delaware militia are ftatloned there; and 
about nine hundred more from Pennfylyania are now on the 
m9>rch that way. I alfo intended to . move part of the army 
that way to-day, but am tinder the neceffity of deferrinjg it 
till their arms are put in order, and they are furnished with 
ammunition, — both having been greatly injured by th^ heavy 
raips that fell yefterday and lafl: night. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W- 



Sir, Head^'Quartersy fVilmingtonj Auguji%% 1777. 

HAVING endeavored, at the foUcitation of tl^c; (ppuniO^.' 
De Pulaflu, to think of fome .mpjdc for employing hi^i in 
eur fervice, there is none occurs to me,, liable to fo<f(?w in^ 
coi^veniences and exceptions as the giying him. the comjcxi^nd 
of the hoife. This department is ftill without a head, as I . 
have not, in the prefent deficiency of brigadiers with the 
army, thought i^ . advifable to take one from the fgetHfor 
that commaad. JX^^ nature .of tbe,.horfe fervice, with us be- 
ing fuch that they commpnly a<^ in detachments, a generd 
officer with them is Icfs neceflary than at the head of the 

brigades 
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bh'gades of infantry. In the abfence of general Smallwood 
who is ordered to put himfelf at the head of the Maryland 
militia, we (hall have two brigades without general officers. 

Rut though the horfe will fufFer lefs from the want of a 
general officer than the foot, a man of red capacity, expe- 
rience, and knowledge in that fervicc, might be extremely 
ufeftil. The count appears, by his recommendations, to 
have fuftained no inconfiderable military character in his owa 
codntry : and as the prinrjpal attention iti Poland has been 
for fome time' pad paid to the cavalry, it is to be prefumed 
this gentleman is not unacquainted with it.— I fubrtiit it to 
Congrefs how far it may be eligible to confer the appoint- 
ment I have mentioned upon him : they will be fenfible of 
all the objedlions attending 'the meafure, without my parti- 
cularifing them, and can determine accordingly. 

This gentleman, we are told, has been, like us, engaged 
in defending the liberty and independence of his country, and 
has facrificed his fortune to his zeal for thofe objeds. He 
derives from hence a title to our refpeft, that ought to ope- 
ratic in his favor, as far as the good of the fervice will per- 
mit : but it can never be expefted we fliould lofe fight of 
this. —I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head'QuarterSy IVilmington^ ^tiguji 29, 1777. 

ON my return to this place laft evening from White- 
Clay creek, I was honored with yours of the twenty-feventh, 
with fundvy refolvcs of Gongrefs, to which I Ihall pay due 
attention. ^ 

The enemy advanced a part of their army yefterday to 
Gray's-Hill about two miles on this fide of Elk, — whether 
with intent to take poft there, or to cover while they remove 
wliat ftores they found in the town, 1 cannot y^t determine. 
-—I do not know what quantity of private property remained : 
but of the public there were feveral thoufand bufliels of corn, 
and oats, which might have been removed alfo, had i>ot mpft 

9 of 
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ti( the teams in the country been employed by private per- 
fons in bringing off very valuable goods. 

Our light parties yefterday took between thirty and forty 
prifoners : twelve defeners from the navy and eight from 
the army have already come In ; but they are able to give us 
very little intelligence. They generally agree that their 
troops are healthy, but that their horfes fuffered very much 
by the voyage. 

By a letter from general Gates which you were plcafed to 
tranfoiit me yefterday, he requefts that commifEons may be 
fentto brigadiers Glover, Poor, and Patterfon, which I beg 
th^ favor of you to do by the return exprefs. The two iaft loft 
theirs with their baggage at Ticonderoga, and general Glo- 
yer ha4 none. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W- 



Sir, fVllmingtony Augujl ^p-^ ^777- 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you yefter- 
day, nothing of importance has occurred, and the enemy 
Fcmain as they then were. — I was reconnoitring the country 
and different roads. all yefterday, and am now fetting out 00 
the fame bufinefs again. 

Senlible of the advantages of light troops, I have formed 
a' corps under the command of a brigadier, by draughting a 
hundred from each brigade, which is to be conftantly ucar 
the enemy, and to give them every poflible annoyance. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W-' 

. Ten 0^ clock. — -This minute twenty-four Britifh prifoners ar- 
' rived, taken yefterday by captain Lee of the liglit-horfe. 



Sir, Wilmington^ September i, 1777. 

THE lateft and mbft material intelligence which I 

have obtained refpe£ling the enemy, you will find in the iu- 

cldfed papers which I do myfelf the honor of tranfraitting to. 

yoo. 

How far the cn6my have it in view to extend themfelves 
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in a line frora bay to bay, I cannot determine : but the idea 
has taken place with many ; and it is faid to be founded on 
their hints to fome pcrfons, who^-^sfrom accident in fome 
inft^uQcs, and perhaps choice in others, — faavt had a more 
familiar intercouife with them; I cannot fuppofe they hav^ 
any fuch defign, or, if tliey have, that it ca» be more man 
temporary for procuring fupplies of provifionr.-' 

General Howe's declaration is agreeable to Ins cdnftant 
ufage.. and is what we might reafonably exped« The Oiily 
difference is, the prefent ejkhibition is ftyled af ' declaration.* 
It is another effort to feduce the people to give up their 
rights, and to encourage our foldiery to dcfert. The fa£b 
contained in the depofition of Francis Alexander^ which 
you have alfo iaclofed, feem to be oppofed to that reguterity 
and difcipline whicli are promifed by the declaration. 

Yefterday there was fome fldrmifliing between one of our 
advanced parties and one of die enemy's, in which they were 
obliged to retreat with the lofs of an officer and three men 
killed^ according to report, — We had one private wounded* 

I have received no particular accounts refpefting the Mary- 
land Eaftern-Shore militia I from the bed Information I have, 
a great many are well difpofed to turn out, but are prevented 
giving their aid through the want of arms.' — Apprehending 
that the militia there would (land in need of an officer to ar* 
range them, I wrote to general Cadv*rallader, requefting his 
good offices, which I am told have been exerted.— Colonel 
Gift is now gone down, and 1 expeft will move on as foon 
as poflible, with fuch as are armed, towards the enemy*— 
General Smallwood is gone to take the command of thofe on 
the Weftern-Shore, of whom I hear many are colkdling : — 
but I'have no authentic advices on the fubjedl. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

Will itTiot be advifable to order colonel ftichardfon's re- 
giment from their prefent ftation, to march and join the 
Eaftern-Shorc militia ? 
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_. Sir, IVllmmgtonf September Ip 1777. 

AT half after twelve o'clock I was honored with yours 

jofthis morning, witbitsfeveralinclofures.*— Ifhaii makbinp- 

guiry rcfpe&ing the workmen in the militia, and will order 

all to be detached, that can be fjpared. 

The intelligence from the northward is very idterefting, 
and I hope will be fucceeded by other fortunate events, — I am 
forry general Arnold didnot-arrive fooner : if he had, it is pro- 
bable the enenay would have fuffered confiderably in their re- 
treat.— I flatter myfelf that we ihallhave nothing more to ap- 
. prehend in that quarter this campaign, and that the difgrace 
and diijappointment they have met with will produce a favor- 
atble change in the difpoiitions of the Indians. 

I have the honor to be, ice G. W. 

P. S. You will be pleafed to fend the letter for colonel 
Hughes by the.eaftem pod to-morrow- 



Slit, ^ fFilmtngton^ Sept. ^9 17779 eight o'clocky P. JIf. 

I THIS minute returned to head-quarters where I 
found your favor of this date, with the rcfolves refpe£Ung 
general Sullivan, and colonel Richardfon's batallioB.*-:»I had 
converfed with general Sullivan upon the fubjeft, and. ob- 
ierved to him that it was neceflary an inquiry fhould be had 
relative to the affair of Staten-Ifland, as his condudl was 
cenfured^ and much diffatisfa^iion prevailed. He wasfeojj^- 
fible of the propriety of the meafure, and exprefled a defirc 
that it ihould take place, provided he could have the beneiic 
of general Smallwood's teftimony, who was on the expedi- 
tion. — ^That gentleman happens at this time to be in Mj^ryr 
land ; which muft neccflarily delay the inquiry, unlefs fomc 
mode can be agreed upon for obtaining his feutimexits upon 
the matter. 

ITiis morning the enemy came out with a coniiderablf 
force and three pieces of artillery, againft our light advanced 
corps, and, after fome pretty fmart Ikirmilhing, obliged 

Vol. II. M thenx 
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them tp retreat,— being far inferior in number, and wtthpvt 
c»mon. — ^The lo& on either fide is not yet aicertained : ours, 
though not exa<^iy known, is not very confiderable : theirs, 
we have leafon to believe, was moch greater, as fome of 
bur parties, compofed of expert markfinen, had opportuni- 
ties of giving them feveral dofe, welWircScd fires, — more. . 
particularly in one inftance, whien a body of riflemen foipi- - 
ed a kind of ambufcade. — They advanced about two miles 
diis fide of Iron-Hill, and then withdrew to that place, leav- . 
inga piquet at Couch*s mill, about a mile ia front* Our ~ 
parties now lie at White-Clay creek, except the advanced 
piquets, which arc at Chriftiana bridge. 

On moi^ay a large detachment of the enemy landed at 
Cecil court-houfe; aiid this mommg I haid advice of their 
having advanced on the Newcaftle road as far as CaribnV^ 
tivern^ Parties of horfe were fent out to rccbnnbitre them, 
which went three miles beyond the Red-Lidri, but cauH 
ndther fee nor hear of them ; whence I conjeSure they filed 
off by a road to thtir left, and fell in with their main bodyi;—^ 
The dcfign of their movement this morning feems to have 
been to difperfe our light troops who "had been troublefome 
id them, and to gain poflbiSon of Iron-Hilli to eftablilh a 
poft liioft probably for covering their retreat in cafe of acci- 
dents.— 1 have the honor to be, &c. G* Wy 



Sir? Uead^Quarters, PVilmlngton^ Sept. Sr 1777» 

SINCE I did myfelf the honor of writing to you the night 
hcfore iall, the enemy have remained entirely quiet. — A per- 
fon who camcexprefs from general Rodney informs me that 
the enemy's fhipping fell down from Cecil court-houfe on 
tudfday Biff; but how low, he does riot know. I have 
ddSrcd general Rodnfey to inquire into this matter, aridj if 
it be true, to fend perfons along the bay flioretd'fee whei^- 
they lie*.»**<}eneral Maxwell, who is juft cbme up firomtht- 
lines, confirtns the account of the /hipping hairing faikn' 
dowaEIk^ but it is thought to be 'with a ^figri of goiog^up - 
i th^ 
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the 6(ti€it arm x)f the bay for the convenience of watering 
nearthe meuth of Sufquehanna. 

I have the honor to be> &c. G. W, 

- P. S. We have not been able to afcertain the demy's lo6 
in the late a^ion any other way than by a woman Who 
came from their camp yefterday :-^fhe fays fhe faw nine 
waggon-loads of wounded. I diink this probable, becaufe 
we had about forty killed and wounded ; and, as our men 
were thinly pofted, diey muft have done more damage upon 
a doib body^ than they repeived^ 



&R, Newport, September J, I7.7?# 

HIS excellency being out reconnoitring, and bufily^ 
engaged in the affairs of the army, I have the honor to ac^ 
knowledge bis receipt of your letter of the fixth, with the 
tefolutions inclofed, which came to hand yefterday aiternoont 
In xefpeiSt to the militia requefted of Jerfey, his excellency 
is doubtful whether they can be obtained : for governor 
Livingfton, by a late letter, informed him that he had no 
expe£tation that more than three hundred, of the dl0ufE^ld 
called for to garrifon the pofVs in the Highlands, would 
march> notwithftanding he hadiflued orders for that pur-> 
pofe ; and that three weeks would probably . elapfe before^ 
that number went. If the requifition can be complied with^ 
he has no doubt of general Dickinfon's exertions, and is fatis- 
fied of the propriety of appointing him to the command. This, 
he imagines, would have follow^ of courfe, as he is msijor- 
general of all the; militia in the ftate, and has given ample 
teftifQony,as well of his capacity as of hisfirmnefsandbravery*. 

rMy. 4efetter« and other intelligence, his excellency w^as in* 
forfned-laftvuigl^ that the enemy's whole force left Elk yef* 
tenday) and adv^nc^ on the road towards Chriftiana*; The 
d^ferters added that they had difencumbered themfelves of ail 
tli^^f ;t^9 ^od: baggage,- and. had fent them back and reirn- . 
t^li;i^ th^ui^: All vtheir ihips, except two or three which 
are ihij^of wwt^ ]ft» faiJ ; to have fallen dawn die bay,-iciow '- 

- :. Ma ' 'Ctvt. 
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the mouth of Safiafras.i>^We Iiave had no information to- 
day of any further movements ; and I believe their maiar bo<- 
dy lies labout Iron-Hill. 
I have the honor to be,. &c. R. H. H akrxsok* 

P. S- The deferters faid they had deftroyed a good deal of 
the corn, &c, they found In ftore. - 



SiR> Eight miles from Ifilmingtgny &'j>^ ,9, 1777.. 

THE enemy advanced yefterday with a feeming in* 
tention of attacking us upon our poft near Newport. We 
waited for them the whole day ; but they halted in the even^ 
ing at a place called MiHtown, about two miles from us.«^ 
Upon reconnoitring their fituation, it appeared probable that 
they only irteant to amufc us in front, while their real intent 
was to march by our right, and, by fuddcnly paffing the Btan- 
diwinc and gaining the heights upon the north fide of th^t 
river, get between us and Philadelphia, and cut us off from 
Aat city. To prevent this, it was judged expedient to change 
our pofirion immediately : the army accordingly marched at 
two o'clock this morning, and will take poft this evenipg 
upon the high grounds near Chad's ford.— ^ We have heard 
nothing circumftantial from' the enemy this day: when I do, 
Ifhall immediately tranfmit you an account. 

I have the honor to be, 6cc. G. W. 



Sir, ' ' Chad^s FordySepteinberio, 1777* 

YESTERDAY evening I received the honor of your 
letter of the ninth, with its feveral inclbfures — I have written 
to /general Putnam to detach the fifteen hundred men men- 
tioned by Congrefs, and inclofe my letter upon the fubje6i, 
.which you will be pleafed to forvyard to him by the Qarliefl 
opportunity. 

In refpedt to the fubje6l of monfieur Du Coudray*s letter, 
I would beg leave to obferve, however eligible the meafurc 
might othervvife be which he recommends, an attcipbt to car- 



"OFFICIAL LETTERS. , 165 

ry It into execution at this time would anfwer.no valuable 
purpbfc, as the work in- all probability could not be more 
than marked out when it would be wanted. I would ^Ifo 
atdd'rii'at I dp dot conceive any great advantages could be de- 
rive -from it, fuppofii^g it jcould be completed, — as we are 
iccrtain the enemy will never attack lines which they can^void. 
If they were obliged to approach Philadelphia by a particular 
route, in fuch cafe no exertions fhould be fpared to ereci 
works, and the adoption of the plan would be highly expe- 
dient.. : . , 

- -'The enemy -^re nove lying near Kcnnet's Squ^jre, and in a 
tdcrably compaii body. They have parties advanced on thd 
Lancafter road, and on thofe kadingover thi>s< fbrd and to 
Wilmington^ > Manoeuvring appears to be th<?ir plan, i 
hx3pe, notwithftanding, that we fliall te able to. 6*)d.^t their 
rcalinttthded toutCy and to defeat their purpofes. 
;. 'By light^horfemen this inftaut come in, the enemty are in 
motion,^ aod.^ppear to be advancing towards us. , Hi$ excelr 
fciicy* is giving the neceffary orders, and getting the. troops 
under arms, which prevents him from figning thi$ bimffflf a,s 
. was intended at firft. ■ ' ;. , . 

I have the hbnor tobe, &c. R. H. Ha^risok. 

: Qm Q^dock.--rlt is fj^id the eae«iy have halted-i . • ; 



Sir, Camp at Chckd'j ^Fordy September 10, I777« 

: YOUR favor of this morning came to hand about 
two o'clock, pis excellency was then put, and ftill is. — I 
have nothing material to inform you of refpe£ling the enemv* 
— fiy the laft advices from our reconnoitring parties, they 
l\ad halted in a low ground fbrongly flanked by two hills^ 
ajbput a mile. below Welch's tavern. It is fuppcifed they 
moved from the poft they occupied this morning, for 
want of water. — Some interefting event may take pkce 
to-morrow, asi they are within a convenient diftance to at- 
tack, if th6y have? any fuch intention. 

I have the Tionor to be, &c. R. H. Harrison. 

M 3 
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ChacTs Fordy Sept. 1 1, 1777, three quarters after 8 o\lock 4iM^ 

Sir, 

THE enemy are now advancing. Their prefeot s^ 
pearance indicates a difpoficion to purfue this route. If di^y 
doy I truft they will meet with a fiiitable reception, and fiidft 
as will eflablifh our liberties.— They are now advanced near 
the Brandiwine, and have fired feveral pieces of artillery* 

I have the honor to be, &c* R. H. Hari^isov. 



Sir, Chad's Fordy 5 o\lock P. M. Sept. II, 1 777. 

WHEN Ihadth^honorof addreffing you this rilom- 
ing, I mentioned that the enemy were advancing, and had be- 
gun a cannonade.— I wouM now beg leave to inform you 
that they have kept up a brifc fire from their artillery ever 
iince- Their advanced party was attacked by our light troops 
-under general Maxwell, who croffed the Brandiwine fpr that 
purpofe, and had pofted his men on fome high grounds on 
each fide the road. The fire from our people was not of 
long duration, as the enemy preffed pn in force, — ^but wa{j, 
very fevere. 

What lofs the enemy fu(lained, cannot be afcertained with 
precifion : but, from our fituation and the briflcnefs t)f the 
attack, it is the general opinion, particularly of thofe who 
Vrere engaged, that they had at leaft three hundred men kill- 
ed and wounded, — Our damage is not exa<ftly known : but, 
from the bed accounts we have been able to obtain, it does 
fiot exceed fifty in the whole. 

•After this aSair, the enemy halted upon die heights, where 
they have remained ever fmce, except a detachment of them 
^hich filed off about eleven O^clock from their left, and 
: ^vhich has fince paiTed Brandiwine at Jones's- fbrd, be- 
tween five and fix miles above Chad's, The • amount <^ it 
is fiot knownj-^-the accounts refpeding it being, various, 
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r-^ome making k two or three thoufand firong^ and otheri 
nore. 

Generals Sullivan, Stirlinjg, and Stephen, with" their divi^ 
fioiiSf ;are gone in purfuit, and to attack it if they can with 

^any J>rofpe^ of fuccefs.^— There has been a fcattering k>ofe 

*fyt between our parties on each £de the creek fince the ac- 
tion in the morning, which juft now became wann, when 
general Maxwell pafied over with his corps, and drove them 
fiom their ground with the lo£i of thirty men left dead on the 
fyoi (among them a captain of the forty-ninth), and a num- 
ber of intrenching tools with which they were throwing up a 
battery. 

At half after four o'clock^ the enemy att»Jced general 

. SuUivan at the ford next above this, and the action has been 
vary violent ever fince. — It ftill continues. — ^A very feverc 
cannonade has begun here too ; and I fuppofe we ihall have 

- a very hot evening :— I hope it will be a happy one. 

: > I have the honor to be, in great hafte, fir, your moA obe- 
dient fervant, R* H. Harrison* 



Sir, Chejier^ Sept. ii, 1777, twelve o\hch at nighty 

I AM forry to inform you, that, in this day's engage- 
ment, we have been obliged to leave the enemy mafters of 
the field.— Unfortunately, the intelligence received, of the 
enemy's advancing up the Brandiwine and croifing at a ford 
,^»hout fix miks above us, was uncertain and contradictory, 

• notwithftanding all my pains to get the bed* This prevented 
me making a difpofition adequate to the force with which 

• tbc enemy attacked us on our right ; in confequence of which, 
.,lhr troops firft engaged were obliged to rctii-e before they 
r could be reinforced. In the inidft of the attack. on tlie right, 

-diat body of the enemy, which remained on the other fide of 

• Chad's ford, croffed it,^ and attacked the divifioa there under 
the tromipand of general Wayne, and the light troops under 

". {eileral Maxwell, who, after a fevere conflict, alfo retired.— 

M 4 . The 
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.The militia, tinder the command of gcqetaJkArnjItrong^rlie* 
ing ppfted at a ford about two miles belOw Chad^s^ had JiD 
opportunity of engaging. . t , v ' 

But, though we fought under many: dtfadvantages, > arid 
were, from the caufes above ii^cntioned, obliged to retire, yet- 
our lofs of men is not, I am perfuaded, veiy confideraUe,*^ 
I J)clicve, much lefs than the enemy's. We have aifo ioft 
feven or eight pieces of cannon, according to the beft infor»i 
motion I can ac prefent obt^rn-rr-The baggage, ha/ving been 
preyioufly moved off, is all fecure, favingthe men's: blankets^ 
which being at their backs, many of them doubtkfs are ioft.. 

I have diredted all tlie troops to aflemble behind Cbefiser,; 
where they are now arranging for this night. — Notwith- 
ftanding the misfortune of the day, I am happy to find the 
troops in good fpirits : and I hope anotlier time we (hall com* 
penfate for the loffes now fuftained. . i: 

The marquis La Fayette was wounded in the leg, and ge- 
neral Wppdfprd in the hand: divers. other officers were< 
wounded, and fome flain ; but the numbers of either cannot^ 
now be afcertained. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 

P. S. It has not been in my power to fend you earlier in- 
telligence, — the prefent being the firft leifure moment I have 
bad fince the action. 



Sir, fJead'Quariers^ Germantoivn^ Sept. 13, 1777. 

1 HAVE been honored with your favor of this date. 
— I heartily wilh the works on Delaware were completed; 
but I think,— and in this opinion my officers concur,— that 
the fervice will be injured If any part of the continental troops 
were now to be employed about them. If we (hould be able to 
oppofe general Howe with fuccefs in the field, the works will 
be unneceflary; — if not, and he Ihould force us from hence, 
he will certainly poflefs iiimfelf of them. But, to prevent his 
attempting it now, I have directed the meadows on Province-. 
' '"' '^'•'' ' Ifland 



aFFIC rA £ E ET T E R S, ^ i^ 

Ifland to "be overflowed itnmedtatcly, and iaily othcr^outlds 
that may be lihbught neccffary for that purpofe.-^The works 
have been more peculiarly under the diredlioh of rilOnfi^ui^ 
Du Coudray ; and I doubt not he will pay every attention to 
their completion and fccurity, that the fuuation of affairs Vift 
admit of. 

A part of the rtiilitia under gerienil Armftrong will be poft- 
cd along Schuylkill, to throw up redoubts at the' different 
fords, which will be occafionally occupied, whilft I m6ve to 
the other fide with the main body of the army.— This diipo- 
fition appears to me the moft eligible from a confideration of 
all circumftances, and better than if any part of our prefent 
force was to be employed at the forts. — If further reinforce- 
ments of the militia ihould come in, they perhaps may be ' 
more properly afBgned to that buiinefs than any we now 
have. 

Your letter refpedling general De Borre juil now came to 
hand : I fhall tranfinit him a copy of it and of the refolution. 
There can be no court of inquiry into his conduft at this 
time ; — as foon as the ftate of the army will admit, it will be 
held.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Head-Quarters^ near Germantown^ Septembir 14, 1777. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor of yours of this morning, inclof- 
ing the copy of a letter from general Dickinio;!.— In confe- 
quence of the interefting information contained in it, I have 
written to general Piitham, diredling him to fend forward 
a fecond detachment of a thoufand men in addition to the -. 
former, as' you will perceive by perufing the inclofed du- 
plicate of my letter to him, which you vvill be pleafed. to 
feal and difpatch as expeditioufly as pofllble, left the original 
fhould by any accident niifcarry. 

I have the honor to be, &c. Q. W. 

P. S. Yc?u have alfo copies of other letters, by which you 
win perceive the mcafurcs I am taking, and which you 
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will in like manner be pleafed to forward. — On fecoiKl 
Aooghts, I fhould be glad you would tranfmit the inclofur^t 
«pen to general Dickinfon, for his perufal and information, 
and to be forwarded by him* 



Sir, Buck Tavern^ Sept. 15, 1777, tiree d*ctccl P. Af. 

YOUR favor of yeftcrday, with its feveral inclofures, 
came to hand lad night.— Though I would willingly pay 
tvery attention to the refolutions of Congrefs, yet, in the late 
inftance refpefting the recall of general Sullivan, I muft beg 
leave to defer giving any order about it, till I hear further 
from that honorable body. — Our (ituation at this time is cri- 
tical and delicate ; and nothing fhould be done to add to its 
cmbarrafTments. We are now moft probably on the point of 
another aftion : and to derange the army by withdrawing 
fo many general officers from it, may and muft be attended 
with many difagreeable if not ruinous confequences. Such 
^ proceeding at another time might not produce any bad ef- 
fects : but how can the army be poffibly conduced with a 
profpeft of fuccefs, if the general officers are taken off in the 
moment of battle?— Congrefs may rely upon it, fuch a mea* 
fure will not promote but injure the fervice. 

It Js not my wi(h to prevent or to delay a proper inq,uiTy 
into general Sullivan's condudl a fingle inftant, when the 
circumftances of the army will admit : but now they prohibit 
k, and (I think) the fufpenfion in his command alfo. The 
recall of general St. Clair obliged me to part with general Lin- 
' coin whom I could but ill fpare ; fo that the whole charge 
of his divifion is now upon general Wayne, there being no 
other brigadier in it than himfelf. — The Maryland troops, if 
general Sullivan is taken away, wiH not have one general of- 
ficer, general Small wood being at the head of the militia com- 
ing from that ftate, and general De Borrefufpended:^ — added 
to this, colonel Gift, who commands one regiinent of them, is 
now from it by order. — In a word, fir, whether the charges 
alleged againft general Sullivan are true or falfe, or whether 

his 
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his condu£t has been exceptionable or not, I am fatisfied the 
refolution for his recall at this time was unhappily adopted, 
and, if carried into execution, will not fail to add new diiS«- 
colties to our prefent diflrefTes : and I am obliged to obferve, 
in juftice to my own charafter, that I cannot be anfwerable 
• for the confequences which may arife from a want of officers 
10 affift me. 

It gives me great pleafure to find general Gates is on fo 
refpeflable a footing ; and I hope our affairs in that quarter, 
in the courfe of a little time, will be in as profperous a train 
as we could reafonably wifh- 

The main body of the enemy, from the, bed intelligence I 
have been able to get, lies near Dilworthtown, not far from 
^the field of afllion, where they have been bufily emploj^ed ixi 
burying their dead, which, from accounts, amounted to a 
very confiderable number. — We are moving up this road to 
get between the enemy and the Swedes* ford, and to prevent 
them from turning our right flank, which they feem to have 
a violent inclination to efFeft, by all their movements. 

I would beg leave to recommend in the mod earnefl: man*- 
ner, that fome board or committee be appointed, or fomc 
mode adopted, for obtaining fupplies of blankets for the 
troops : — many are now without ; and the feafon becoming 
cold, they will be injured in their health, and unfitted for fcr- 
vice, unlefs they are immediately provided with them. Our 
fupplies in this inftance, as well as in every article of cloth- 
ing, cannot be too great, as there are frequent lofles not ea- 
fily to be avoided.— I would alfo obferve that I think, in point 
.of prudence and found policy, every fpecie^ of provifions 
fhould be removed from the city, except fuch as will be nc- 
ceflTary to fupply the prefent demands of this army- I have 
.been told there are confiderable quantities in private hands» 
which (hould not be fuffered to remain a moment longer than 
they can be conveyed away. 
. I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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Camp between the Warren and fVhlte-Hdrfe 

Sir, TavernSy September 16, I777« 

t ARRIVED here laft night with the army, and am 
now fo far advanced as to he in a polltion to meet the ene* 
my on the route to Swedes' Ford if they (liould dircdV their 
courfe that way. — Their (ituationl beHeve, from the beft in- 
formation I have been able to obtain, is nearly the fame. as it 
was yeflefday evening when I wrote to you. 

Ihave ordered all the troops to be refreflicd this morning, 
as tfiey were late in getting to, their ground laft night, and they 
are now cooking their provifion. In the mean time I intend 
to fee my general officers, and to colle6l their fentiments upon 
the fubjedl of our next movement and operations. 

Grcneral Smallwood was at Oxford mcctlng-houfe yefter- 
day. / He has with him about eleven hundred and fifty rank 
and file fit for duty ; but not more than eight hundred and 
iixty or feventy* are well armed, — fame are without any : 
they wanr ammunition too and many neceflarie?. The for- 
mer I ordered on funday. — Colonel Gift I's atChriftiana with 
about feven hundred men, who will form a jun£lion with 
general Smallwood. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Yellow- Springs, September 17, 1777. 

I HAVE been honored with your two favors of yef- 
terday, and tlieir inclofures, to which due attention flial], be 
paid. , . . • , 

The enemy feem now to be ftrainlng every nprve to ac-. 
complidi their purpofe : but I truft, whatever prefeat. fi^c-, 
ccfs they may have, they w;^]!,, ere long, experience a. rfsverfc 
of fortune.— If they have four thoufand men in ,tt^ Jerfey5»;: 
it is probable they have foniethiii^ more ferious in view than 
a mere tliveriion: but I am in hopesj when general M*Dou- 

gal 
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gal comfcs to unite his force with the militia, general Dic- 
kinfpn wiH be ftrong enough etfeftually to make head 
againft them. 

Yefterday the enemy moved from Concord, by the Edge- 
mont towards the Lancafter road, with evident defign to gain 
our right flank. This obliged us to alter our position and 
march to this place, from whence we intend immediately to 
proceed to Warwick. — We fuffered much from tKc fevci^ 
weather yefterday and laft night, being unavoidably feparat- 
cd from our tents and baggage, — which not only endangers 
the health of the men, but has been very injurious to our 
*rms and ammunition. Thefe, when we arrive at Warvvick, 
we fliall endeavor, ais foon as poffible, to put again into a 
proper condition, — to do which, and to refrefli the men, arc 
two principal motives for going there. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sir, Camp near Pottos-Grove^ Scptemier 2^^ I jjy, 

I HAVE not had the honor of addreffin^ you llnce 
your adjournment to Lancafter, and I fiucerely wifli tliat my 
firft letter was upon a more agreeable fiibjeil. — Th^ enemy, 
by a variety of perplexing manpeuvres through a country 
from which 1 could not derive the leaft intelligence (being 
to a man difafFefted), contrived to pafs the Schuylkill laft 
night at the Flat-land and other fords in the neighborhood 
of it. They marched immediately towards Philadelpliia, and 
r imagine tlieir advanced parties will be near that city to- 
night. 

• They had fo far got the ftart before I received ceitain in- 
telligence that any confiderable number had'crofled, that I 
found it ift Vain to think of overtaking their rear, with troops 
lijlrrafred a$' ours had been with <:onftant marching fince the 
battle of Brandivvihe ; and therefore concluded,' by th^ advice 
ofair the general officers, to march from this place to-morrow 
pjorntn^ to^^ards Philadelphia, and on the way endeavor to 
9 form 
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form a jun6Uon with the continental troops under gen€l^l 
M*Dougal from Peekfldll, and the Jcrfey militia under gene- 
ral Dickinfon, both of whom are, I hope, on this fide the 
Delaware.— I am alfo obliged to wait for general Wayne 
and general Smallwood, who were left upon the other fide o( 
Schuylkill, in hopes of falling Upon the enemy^s rear : — but 
diey have eluded them as well as us. 

When I laft recroffed the Schuylkill, it was with a firm 
intent of giving the enemy battle wherever I ihould meet 
them, and accordingly advanced as far as the Warren tavern 
upon the Lancafter road, near which place th6 twd armies' 
were upon the point of coming to a general engagement j but 
were prevented by a moft violent flood of rain, which con- 
tinued all the day and following night. When it held up, we 
had the mortification to find that our ammunition, which 
had been completed to forty rounds a man. Was entirely ivi^ 
ined ; and in that fituation we had nothing left for it but to 
find out a ftrong piece of ground which we could eafily 
maintain till we could get the arms put into Order, and a re* 
cruit of ammunition. 

Before this could be fully cfl^efted, the enemy marched 
from their pofition near the White-horfe tavern, down the 
road leading to the Swedes' Ford.— I immediately crofled the 
Schuylkill above them, and threw myfelf full in their front, 
hoping to meet them in their paffage, or foon after they had 
paiTed the river.— -The day before yefterday they were again 
in motion, and marched rapidly up the road leading towards 
Reading.— This induced me to believe that they had two ob- 
jefls in vieWj-^-one to get round the right of the army,— the 
other perhaps to detach parlies to Reading where we had con- 
fiderable quantities of military ftores. 

To fruftrate thofe intentions, I moved the army up on this 
fide the river to this place, determined to keep pace with them : 
but early this morning I received imelligencc that they had ' 
crofled the fords below. — Why I did not folio vvihuirediatdyi 
I have mentioned in the foniier part of my letter: but the'' 

' ftfongeft 
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flrcmgeft reafon againft being, able to make a forced march is 
the want of (hoes. MefHeurs Can'oll> Chafe, and Peon, who 
were fome days. with the army, can inform Congrefs,in how 
deplorable a fituation the troops are, for want of that neceC- 
fary article. At leaft one thoufand men are bare-footed, and 
have performed the marches in that condition. — I was told of 
a great number of fhoes in the hands of private people m 
Philadelphia, and fent down to fecure them : but I doubt the ' 
abroach of the enemy will prevent it. 

I have planned a method of throwing a garrifon into Fort 
Mifflin, — If it fucceeds, and they, with the affiftance of the 
fhipjS and gallies, fhould keep the obftru£Uons in the rivetr, 
generz^l Howe's (Ituadon in Philadelphia will not be the voQfk 
agr.eeable ; for if his fupplies can be flopped by water^ it 
may be eafily. done by land. To do both fliall be my utmoft 
endeavor ; and I am not yet without hope that the acquifl^ 
don of Philadelphia may, inflead of his good foxtUBe, proy^ 
his #uia. 

General St, Clair, who ha« been conftsaotly with the army 
for fome time paft, can give you many pieces of information 
which may have efcapfed me, and therefore I refer you to 
him for many particulars. 

If there are any fhoe$ and blankets to be had in Latacafler 
or that part of the country, I earneftly entreat you ip have 
them taken up for the ufe of the army. I have been inform- 
ed that there are, large parcels of (hoes in particular there. , 

Finding that the inclofed came, from colonel Gibfon, | took 
the liberty of opening it, as I wanted much to kapw what route ^ 
he was taking. 

I have ordered all the Virginia HiiKtla wlio arc tolerably 
armed to come forward and join the army. Thofe whphaye 
no arms are to wait at Frederiftown in Maryland till riiey 
hear whether any can be provided for them at Lancafter : 
you will therefore he pleafed to make inquiry what number 
can be procured there, and fend an exprefs to Frederic with 
orders for a^ many men to come forward, as there are. arms. 

I have the honor to be, &c* G. W. 
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Campy twenty miles from Philadelphia^ October 3, 17 7 7. 

Sir, 

YESTERDAY afternoon I had the honor to receive 
your favors of the thirtieth ultimo with their inclofures.— I 
was much obliged by the accounts from the northern army, 
though in general they had reached me before ; and I flatter _ 
myfelf we (hall foon hear that they have been fqcce^ded by 
other fortunate and interefting events, as the two armies, by 
general Gates's letter, were encamped near each other. 

I fhall pay due attention to the refolution you refer me to ; 
and no exertions on my part (hall be wanting, to colledl what 
neceflaries I can for the army. This, I am perfuaded, will 
be equally attended to by the honorable board 6f war ; and- 
I hope, by care and induftry, many fupplles may be obtained 
to relieve our diftrefles, which, in the articles of Ihoes, ftock- 
ifigs, and blankets, are extremely great. 

Since my letter of the twenty-ninth, no favorable change 
has taken place in our affairs :~on the contrary, we have 
fuftained an additional lofs in the capture of the Delaware. 
She fell into the enemy's hands in a day or two after they 
were in poflefEon of the city, and in a manner not yet well 
imderftood.— Some have fuppofed the crew mutinied,— 
while another report is, that Ihe was difabled in her rudder 
by a fhot, and drove on fliore. — This misfortune takes oflF 
the fuccefs of captain Biddlc's cruife. — I will not dwell longer 
on the fubjcft. - Congrefs may reft affured, ail the means in 
my power fhall be employed to put our affairs in a more 
agreeable train, and to accompHfli the end they fo earneftly 
wifh.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Inclofcd is a copy of general Howe^s proclamation 
iffued the twenty-eighth tjtimo. - 
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Sir, Camp near Penmhackct^s MlUj O^ober S> 1777. 

HAVING rccoivcd intelligence through two inter- 
cepted letters, that general Howe had detached a part. of his 
force for the purpofe of reducing Billlngfport and the forts on 
pelawarq, 1 communic^Xed the accounts to my general of- 
ficers, ivho were unanimouily of opinion that a favorable 
opportunity offered to make an attack upon the troops which 
were Bt and near GermfUitown. It was accordingly agreed 
that it fhould take place yefterday morning, and the follow-- 
ing difpofitions were made. 

The divifions of SuUivan and Wayne, flanked by Con- 
way's brigade, were to enter the town by the way of Che£- 
out-hill, while general Armftrongwith the Pennlylvania mili- 
tia fliould fall down the Man^tawny road by Vandeering's 
mill, and get upon the enemy^s left and. rear.— The divifions 
of Greene and Stephen, flanked by M'Dougal's brigade, 
were to enter, by taking a circuit by way of the lime-kiln 
road, at the market-houfe, and to attack their right wing \ 
ttnd the militia of Maryland and Jerfey, under generals Small* 
wood and Forman, were to march by the old York road^ 
and fall iippn the rear of their right.— Lora Stirling, with 
NaAi and Maxwell's brigades, was to form a corps-de-rc» 
fcrve 

We marched about feVeri o'clock the preceding pvcning, 
and general Sullivan's advanced party, drawn from Con- 
way's brigade, attacked their, piquet at Mount Airy or Mr, 
Allen's houfe about fun-rife the next mojrning^ which pre- 
fciitly gave way ; and his mainkbody, cot^fting of the right 
wing, following foon, engaged |he light infantry and other 
troops encamped iiear the piquet, which they fpfced from 
their ground.— Leaving their bagg|,ge, they retreated a confi* 
derable diftance, having prcvioufly thrown a party into Mr. 
Chew's houfe, who where in a fituation not to be eafily for- 
ced, and had it in their power, from the windows, to give us 

Vol. II. N nr 
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no fmall annoyance, and in a great meafure to obftruft oor 
advance. 

Thtf attack from our left column under general Greene 
{>egan aboqf three-quarter* of an hour after diat from th« 
righft, and was for fome tkne equafty fuccefsful. But I caitnot 
enter upon the particulars of what happened hi that quarter^ 
as I am not yet informed of thein with fufficient certainty and 
precifion. 

The morning was extremely foggy, which prevented our 
rmprovihg the advantages we gained, fo well as we fhould 
otherwife have done. This circumftancc, by concealing 
from us the true fituation of the enemy, obliged us to a£l 
with more caution and lefs expedition than we could have 
wiflied, and gave the enemy time to recover from the efie(%s 
of our firft impreffion: and, what wasftill more unfortunate, 
it ferved to keep our different parties in ignorance of each/ 
other's movements, and hindered their a6ling in concert. 
Jt alio occafioned them to miftake one another for the enemy, 
• — which, I believe, more than any thing elfe, contributed to 
the misfortune which cnfued. — lii the midft of the moft pro-*- 
mifing appearances, when every thing gave the moft flatter- 
ing Iiopes of vi<Story, ihc troops begaa fuddenly to retrieat, 
and entirely left the field, in fphe of every effort that could be 
made to rally them. 

Upon the whole, it may be faid the day was rather unfor- 
tunate than inJBriGus. — We fuftained no material lofs of 
liien, and brougbl off all our aftlllery, except one piece 
which was difmounted. — The enemy are nothing the better 
by the event ; and- our troot)S, who are not in the leaft di- 
fpirited by it, have gained what all young troops gain by be- 
ing in anions. We have had however feveral valuable of- 
ficers killed and wounded, particularly the latter. General 
Nafli rs among the wounded, and his Itfe is defpaired of.-i-As 

foon as it i» poflSible to obtain a return of our lofs, I will trahf- 

. . . . ■ ■ ■ • • -n. ' 

inic It. ■ 

In juftice to general Sullivan and the whole rij^t wing of 

• ' the 
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the atmyi whofe cohduS I had an opportunity of obferving, 
&$ they aded immediatdy uiid^r my eye, — I have the pleafure 
to iiifbtm ydti that both officers aiid men behaved wich a de- 
gree of gallantry that did them the higheft honor. 

Ihaveth^horiortb bei &c,^ ^ G. W. 

P. S. As I have obfcfvedj I Have riot received a return of 
our Idfs : but; from what I have juft iiovv learned from gene- 
ral Greene, I fear it is more cohfiderable than I at firft ap- 
prehended — Id itieh. The carinori, mentioned above; is faid 
to have been brought off iri a waggon., 



Sir; Camp near Fennibacker* s MilUOHoher^y ^777* 

. SINCE I had the honor of addf-ejQSrig you on the fifth; 
1 have bbtained a return! df^ our Idfs in the adlioh on fatur- 
flay, by which it appears tp be much more corifider^We than 
1 at fitft apprehended, though I always imagined myfelf that 
It wal gfeaitef than it wa^ generally fiippoftd to be. The 
. cbpy of tlie return iticloftd wiU fhewthe amount as it now 
flaiids ; tiit I hope fnafty of thofe who are miffing will yet 
tome in : I fear however there are fevefal Under that deno- 
minatiyhio be added to the riumber of the flaii^, as the aftiori 
was "ivafm in every quarter, from the infontiation of the of- 
ficers 'C^ho commanded the different attacks. 

Whatt lo0 the etteray fuftiiried, I am not able j^recifely td 
^fcertain \, bnt from a variety of corfefponding accounts of 
perfons. who left the city fiiice, and thofe of a deferter, it 
was very - confidefable. The defetter, who is inCelligei)t» 
fays general Agnev^ wa« killed, fir William j^rfkirip wound-- 
Win the he'ad ahtl leg, and ^hat their generallofs, in killed 
infil wotifid^d, amdimted xc> negr eight hundred. Se;veral re- 
^utablc' perlbnd from the city corroborate this, pafticularJly 
with ncjfpcft to general Agnew's death : fomc fay upwards of 
two hundred waggons with wounded were carried in after the 
adipn, and .before they caitv^ out '; and that it was the com- 
jpion belief there, the enemy had been feverely handled, 

N a 'it 
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It is with much chagrin and mortification I add thai everf 
account confirms the opinion I at firft entertained, that our 
troops retreated at the inftant when vifloiy was declaring 
herfelf in our favor.— The tumult, difordcrj and even <k- 
fpairj which, it feems, had taken place in the Britifh array, 
werefcarcely to he paralleled: and it is faid, fo ftrongly -did 
the Ideas of a retreat prevail, that Ghefter was fixed oa as 
their rendez-vous. — I can difcover no other cjtufe foar not 
improving this happy opportunity, than the extreme haw- 
nffs of the weather. 

My intention is to encamp the army at fome fuitable place 
to reft and refrefli the men, and recover thena from the ftill 
remaining efFeds of thatdiforder naturally attendant oa a -re- 
treat. We (hall here wait for the reinforcements coming on, 
and (hall then a<Sl according to circumftances. — Geaerai 
Varnum, with the detachment from Peekfkill amounting to 
about twelve hundred, including officors, would be l^il 
night at Coryel's ferry. About five hundred militia fiom Vifr 
ginia, and two hundred from Maryland, together with cqIo- 
nel Gibfoji's ftate "regiment confifting of two hundred: ^Vid 
twenty-fix effedives, have already joined ,the army.-— Sioce 
the adlion, general Forman's brigade of Jerfey militia has 
quitted us. The men began to be uneafy at th^Ir fituation, 
and defirous fo return home : and as, by fome inteliigence tfc* 
ceived from general Dickinfon, there was reafon to imagine 
there might be a call for their fervices in the Jerfey s, it was 
thought expedient to gratify their defire. 
^ The ftate of our water defence on the Delaware is far from 
being as flattering as could be wifhcd. After fome flight op- 
pofition from the Jerfey militia under general Newcomb, ■ 9, 
detachment of the enemy took pofleffion of Billihgfport. This 
perhaps is an event of no material confequence: but it is tq 
be lamented that many of th^ officers and feamen on board 
the gallics have manifeftcd a difpofitlon that does them little 
honor. Looking upon their fituation as defperate, or pro- 
bably from worfe motives^ . they have been guilty of the moll 

alarming 
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alarraiog -deftrrlons : two whole crews, including the ojE- 
cers, have deferted to the enemy. I learn ho\yever by cap- 
taift-Brew^r. yvho is this monlent arrived here from the fleet, 
. that the accounts they have received from the city, of our 
late attack, were fuch as, . to have produced a favorable 
change, and to have infpired them with more confidence. — 
I would here obfei^e that the charge of bad condu6l was by 
no iiieans applicable to the whole : — far from it. — He fur- 
ther add« that four of the enemy's £hips made an attempt yef- 
tcrday morning to weigh the chevaux-dc-frife oppofite to 
Billingfport, but were repulfed by our gallies, — which has al- 
fo contributed to raife the fpirits of the-feamen. — Our garri- 
fon on Fort-Ifland, confifting of litde more than two hundred 
continental troops under lieutenant-colonel Smith, appear de« 
termined to maintain their poft to the lafl extreanty. 

I beg leave to mention to Congrefs that there is a great 
deficiency of general officers in this army. When the de- 
tachment coming from Peekfkill joins us, we ihall have 
thirteen brigades. Thefe require as many brigadiers, and 
fix major-generals :— inftcad of thefe, we Ihall have oijly four 
major-generals and eleven brigadiers ; and the deficiency will 
be ftill increafed by the death of general Naih, which, from 
cvciy appearance, is momently to be expe<2ed. General 
Woodford's abfence, occafioned by his wound, adds to our 
embacrafTments, though it will be but for a time. Under 

. thefe circumftances, Congrefs will be fenfible that the go- 
vernment of the army cannot go on with that energy which 
is eiTential to it^ well-being and fuccefs. Neither officers nor 
xacn will, transfer the refped and obedience they pay to a ge- 
neral officer, to a colonel who happens to be appointed to 
the temporary command of a brigade ; nor will he, knowing 

. his authority to be only temporary, be as folicitousto inforca 
It, as one who is confcious he is to continue in the ftation he 

■fills. . .Want of leifure prevents my being more particular at 

this time: but I (hall take the liberty, in a day or two, to 

\ - . N 3 point 
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point out the troops that arc in 'want of general officers, witi^ 
my pbfervatibn^oh the fubjeft. 

I cannot however onrit this opportunity of r^ommendii^g 
general M^Dougal to their notice. This gendeman, from 
the time of his appointment a$ brigadier, — ^from his abilities, 
military knowledge, and approved bravery, — has every claim 
to promotion. If I miftake not, he was pafled over in di(? 
iaft appointments of major-generals, and younger officers pre- 
ferred before him : but his difinterefted attachment to thefer- 
vice prevented his a6ting in the manner that ifr cuftomary 
in like circuraftances; This," I think, gives him a pecu- 
liar title to efteem, and concdrs with the opinion I have of 
his value as c(n officer, to make me wifh it may appear ad- 
vifable to Congrefs to promote him to ope pf the vacancies. 

It would be well if the intended inquiry into the condu<Sk 
of general St. Clair could be brought to a fpeedy iffue ; and, 
if he is acquitted to the fatisfaftion of Congrefs, that, as his 
general cha rafter as an officer is good, h^ may be again r&t 
ftored to the fervice. 

By a letter this evening received from colonel Hawkes 
Hay of Haverftraw, dated the fifth at four o'-clock P. M. 
four ftips of war, a confiderable number of armed veflels, 
eight tranfpprts, and forty flat-bottomed boats, arrived that 
morning in the bay oppofite that place, and were landing 
troops at Verplank's Point. — ^Their nymbcr and defign were 
not known. — I have the honor to be, Sec. G. XVI. 

P. S.Inclofed.you will find a copy of a letter from colo- 
nel Mifflin, containing an account of the aclion of the fourth, 
as mentioned by the Britiih officers in JPhiladelpliia. — I would 
li>eg leave tp obferve that I think mifs * ^ **s name fhould 
not.b© mentioned. 



Sir, Fenmbachcr^ Milly 0/fober 8, 1777:- 

As genei^l Howe's operations ar^ in this quai^er, 

and. his object in all probability fixed for this campaign, I 

am 
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am induced to fubniit it to the confideration of Congrefsif the 
whole or a part of the regiment of artillery comxnanded by 
colonel Harvi/pn ihould not be inunedi^ately order-ed to join 
thi$ army. In ^he late a£lio)is» the corps lander general Knox 
has fuffered feverdy ; «ud it k fo rcducjcd by the iiurnher of 
killed, wounded, &c, that we are obliged to make draughts 
from the other batallions to fupply their places.* The mea^ 
fure I have ventured to ftibolit will not, from prefent ap* 
pearanoes, be attended with, any ill confequences, if carried 
into execution, — and the lefs fo, as the ftate of Virginia, ac- 
cording to my information, is raifing another regiment. 
Should it be tlK>ught advifable, Congrefs will tranfmit their 
orders to colonel HarrifoA.'-rliF tfee regiment cojmjes^ they 
need not bring the^r ajrtillhry. ' 

J havp'tljie honpr Iq be, &cc, G. W. 



Cemfytwnty-JtxmiJesfrom Philadelpfiiai Oflcber 10, 1777. 
Sir, 

ON wednef3ay evening 1 received the hoiior of your 
Jetter of the feventh with its fcveral inclofures. — The providing 
of iuitable quarters for the troops during the winter demands 
our attention : but I confefs it is difficult to fay where they - 
will be. Sundry circumftances may occur. in the courfc of 
the campaign, to render any provifion, which migh^ no>v \i^ 
fought of, altogether tm proper. 

In refpefi to gen^ValPutnam^s letter, though the account^ 
tranfmitted ty colonel Htiwkes Hay indicate that the eiiemy 
had fome attack in contemplation, yet I cannot but think the 
force the general mentions to have been at New- York wa§ 
greatly exaggerated. The liighefl: number of the reinforce- 
ments, fa id to have arrived, is three thoufand ; and thefeare 
mentioned to be half boys. Other reports make it much lefs,— ^ 
and fonvj as low as five or fix hundred. — However, be it what 
it may^ it is not in my power to* grant him aid. — Had the re- 

N 4 infpfceijiciii 
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inforcttticnt' artrived hefoft the tfoops marched from Peekf- 
kill, fo many might not have been ordered from thence. But 
the cafe was bthcr'wife, or at leaft 1 was not apprifed o^dieir 
arrival ; and the detachments from thence were dire^ed by 
the advice of my general officers, who had under confidera- 
tion the ftate of the whole force at that poft and its dependen- 
cies, according to a general return. At the fame time I 
urged general Putnam to call in all his out-pofts, and to write 
in prefling terms to governor Trumbull to aflift him with 
iotnt militia. 

I have not heard a fingle fyllable more of the troops or fleet 
mentioned by colonel Hawkes Hay, except a vague report to- 
day that a number, fuppofed to be about fifteen hundred, had 
landed on this fide the river at Haverftraw. — If the faft is fo, 
it is probable they mean to pafs through the Clove and invcft 
the forts. — I have great confidence in the aflivity and braycfy 
of governor Clinton ; and I truft, if fuch is their view, they 
will meet at leaft with a fpirited if not a fuccefsful oppofition. 
— I have fent up lieutenant-colonel Radiere, one of the engi- 
neers, with orders to dire£l fuch other works as may appear 
neceflary. 

There was a very fevere cannonade on wednefday night : 
it began about twelve o'clock, and continued till yefterday 
morning between feven and eight. I have not learned the 
occafion ; biit, from the direftion, fuppofe it was at Fort- 
" MifRIh, or an engagement between our armed vefiels and the 
enemy's (hips, which probably were making a fecond at- 
tempt againft the chevaux-de-frife. — I have determined to 
maintain the poll at Red-bank, if it can be done, and have 
detached colonel Greene there with his regiment of Rhode- 
liQand troops, confiding of about two hundred apd twelve 
cffeflive privatcfs. 1 have alfo written to general Newcomb 
pf Jerfey, preffinghim to give all the aid he can from die - 
tnilitia. ; ' ' 

Siace mjr letter of the feventh we. have been jpine^ by more 

^ ' '^ '' : ■'"■' '. ' ' ■ '' "of 
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of the Virginia militia. — The whole mimber no w. in -.camjp 
amounts to about eleven hundred. Mst^y . of thcijr ^^rneis are 
indifferent, and almoft the whole are de^I^itute. of. ppuches 
and other neceflary acQoutrement^. , 

On funday the enemy evacuated BiUing{j)ort. — Th^y left 
all our cannony but burned the platforms and carriages. 

Jnclofed you will receive a letter addreffed to me by colo- 
nel Portail. Congrefs will judge of the contents, ,and decide 
■ upon (hem as they may think they merit. ^ ' 

The military chefl is nearly cxhaufted, not haying more. 
than ten thoufand dollars init ; and a large part of the army 
is to pay for the month of Auguft, Befides thei^r claims, 
large fums are wanted by the quarter-maflcr-general^and for 
other purpofes. — Congrefs, I hope, will order fuch immediate 
fupply to be forwarded to the pay m after-general, as ihall be 
in. their power. 

O^ober 1 1.— I wi(h to know what fiores of lead ^ye 
have, and what expedlations of further fupplies. I am ra- 
ther uneafy on this head, as I have not been able to obtain 
fatisfaftion on fome inquiries within thecourfc of a few days. 

The cannonade mentioned above was between our gal- 
lies and a detachment of the enemy who weie attempting to 
throw up a battery at Webb's or the lowcft ferry on Schuyl- 
kill. It has been repeated this morning. — Their deiign, in 
^refling this battery, probably is to cover their paflage to 
Province Jfland, from whence,. by occupying the grounds. a- 
bout the peft-houfes, they may expeii 10 annoy Fort-Mif- 

Our diftrefs for want of f^iocs and ftockings is amazingly 
great, particularly for want of the former. On this account 
we have a great many men who cannot do duty, and feveral 
detained at the hofpitals for no other caufe. — I muft requeft 
Congrefs to continue their exertions to relieve' us, and to 
diredt every fupply of thefe and other neceflaries to be for- 
warded as foon as they pofl^bly can after they arc colle<3ed. 
It will be proper to fend them on as faft as they can be pro- 
cured, 
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curtif without waiting to make up a. confiderable quanti^ 
tohe brought at one time. 

I was this mornrag honored with your favors of the ninth, 
and their feveral inclofures. — I feel in the moft fenfiblc man- 
ner the honorable approbation Congrefs have b^en pleafed 
to give of my conduxSt, and that of the array under my com- 
ipand, in the adion on the fourth inftant : nor 91^ 1 lefs indebt- 
ed to yotr, iir, for the polite mode in which you have con* 
▼eyed tlieir fentiments. — I (hall communicate the refolve upon 
the fubje€l to the army, and hope, if a favorable opportunity 
offers, under the fmiles of providence, they will merit, by 
mere fubftantial fei-vices, the furtlicr applaufc of their 
country. 

Tlie refolurion of the eighth, for preventing fupplies and 
intelligcnGe being carried to ibe enemy, appears to me to be 
a falutary one ; and I hope it will be attended. with the mod 
l)eneficial confcquences. That it may be known among the 
inhabitants who are in their ncighbcrhood, and who have 
Icen guilty of fuch praSices, I would wifti to receive feve- 
ral printed copies, that they may be difiributied in proper 
places. — I have the honor to be, &;c. G. W. 

P. S. I have juft now received a line from the paymaftefT 
general on the fubjedl of money,, which I inclofe. 



Sir, Head'QitarUrsy O^lobsr 13, 1777. 

SINCE I had the honor of addrcffing you on the elcr 
venth inftant, nothing material has happened between our ar* 
my and general Howe\s. — The inclofed cppies of commodore 
Ka?clwood and colonel Bradford's letters will fhcw the fitu- 
ation of affairs in the navy and at Fort-Mifflin, on the ele- 
venth, — which are the lateft accounts I have received fron^ 
thence. But tliere has been a warm cannonade fince, which 
continued, with hut little intermiffion, till between two and 
tliree o'clock ycfterday afternoon, when ic ceafed. The re^ 
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fiflt I have not heard ; but I hope, from the determined fpiri^ 
pf the fleet and the garrifon, matters cp^ttnue as we coui4 
with. 

I received an exprefs laft night from general Putnan^, in- 
forming me of the capture of Fort-Montgomcry, and the con- 
fequent evacuation of Beeklkill. I fliould fend copies of his 
letters to me : bat as* the exprefe who brought diem had dif- 
patches for Gongrefs, I conclude he has advjfed them fully 
pn the fubjcdi.^ — Thefe events may have an unhappy influ- 
ence on our northern affairs : but as the Connedlictjt mili- 
tia feem to be coming in faft, and governor Clinton is exert- 
ing himfelf to bring out the force of New York,— if general 
Putnam can but keep pace with their fleet in their progreli 
Tup the river, I hope he will be able to fruflratc their defign 
pf relieving general Burgoyne, .and that every thing will 
ftill terminate well in that quarter. 

It gives me pain to repeat fo often the wants of the army ; 
and nothing would induce me to it but the moft urgeitf 
neceilily. Every mode hitherto adopted for fupplying them 
has proved inadequate, notwithftanding my befl: endeavors to 
make the moft of the means which have been in my powen 
—The inclofed return will fhew how great our deficiency in 
the moft efTential articles. — What new expedient Congrefc 
^an devife for more effedlually anfwering thefe demands, I 
know not, perfuadqdas I am that their clofeft attention has 
fiot been wanting tq a matter of fo great importance: but, 
circumftance(} as we are, I am under an abfolute.neceflity' 
vQ^j^bubling them, that if any new fource can be opened for 
alleviating our diftrefTes, it may be embraced as fpeedily as 
pofSble ; for it is impoffiWe that any army, fo unprovided, 
can long fubfift^ or a£l with that vi^or which is requiiite to 
enfure fiiccefs. 

The return now inclofed is for troops prefent in camp, — 
befides whicli, there are numbers in the feveral hofpitals, to- 
tally deftituie of the neccfTaries they require to fit them for 

the field: a|id> on this account alone, are prevented from 

• • • ^ " ■•.■.,- joining 
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joining their corps. The recruits coming in are alfo in the 
fame melancholy predicament. — I cannor afccrtain with pre- 
cifion what quantity of clothing is at this time in Mr. Meafe's 
hands : but, from every account, what he hascdn adminiAer 
but a very partial relief. — I Tcnow he is entirely hare of forac 
. of the moft capital articles we want. 

' With rcfpe<£i to cartouch-hoxes, without which it is ira- 
pofliblc to a(Sl, I cannot find from my inquiries that there arc 
any in Aore. Several of the continental troops arc deficient in 
this inftance ; and, what adds to our diftrefs, there arc but very 
few of the fouthern militia that are provided. —I am trying 
to make a colleflion about the country : but, from the informs 
ation I have received, the mcafure wmII be attended with but 
little fuccefs. — This want, though not remedied immediately, 
may be removcdin time ; and I would take the liberty to recora^ 
mend that the earlieft attention ihould be had to making a 
large fapply. I w^ould alfo advife that much care fhouM be 
nfcd in chufing the leather :— none but the bcft and thickeft 
is proper for the purjK>fe; and each box (liouW have a (mail 
inner flap for the greater fecurity of the cartridges againft the 
rain and moift weather. The flaps in general are too fmall, 
and do not projed fufliciently over the ends or fides of the 
boxes.— I am convinced of the utility, nay necefllity, of thcfc 
improvements, and tliat the adoption of them, though they 
will incur an additional expenfe at firft, will prove aconfi- 
derable faving, and of the moft beneficial confequences : for 
we know from unhappy experience in the fevere rain on the 
iixteenth ultimo, the few boxes we had of this conftru£kion 
preferred the ammunition without injury, whild it was aU 
moft wholly deftroyed in thofe of the common form with a 
firtgle flap. 

There is one thing more which I cannot omit mentioning 
t6 Congrefs, and which, in my opinion, has a claim to their 
jnoft fcrious .attention,— -I mean the general defcdive ftajtc 
of the regiments which compofe our armies.— -Congrefs will 
find, from a view of the returns tranfmitted from time to time, 

that 
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tluit they do not J^mount to half of their juft coittpleoieat* 
What can be done to remedy this, I know not : but it is eer-^ 
tain every idea of voluntary enliftments feems to be at an 
end ; and it is equally certain that the mode of draughting k^ 
Keen carried on withfuch want of energy in fome ftates, and fo 
much difregarded in others, that but a fmall acceffion o£ force 
has been derived from it. Thefc fails are fufficiently in- 
terefting of themfelves.— But there are others to be added, — , 
I am told tliat Virginia^ in her regulations for diaughting, 
extended her plan only to the nine regiments that were firft 
raifed. In what policy this was founded, I camiot determine : 
but the other fix are to receive no reinforcements from that 
fouTce.--Nor do matters flop here. The engagements of 
the firft nine regiments, I am informed^ were temporary -^ 
and, according to the. oflBcer's accounts, the longed period to 
which any of the men are bound to ferve is next April : — 
many are not obliged fo Ipng ; and there are fome wht^ 
claim a difchaTge at this time.— I do not mention thefe things 
through choice, but from a principle of duty, to the end that 
Congrefs may devife fome timely and eiFeftuai provifion for 
the whole, if fuch fhall be in their po\yer. — It is unneceflary 
to enlarge upon the fubje<Sl ; and I will onlyobferve that the 
confequenccs of calling the militia [ifito the field in'\ the courfc 
of the war have been fo feverely and ruiuoufly felt, that I 
truft our views will never be turned to them but in cafes of 
the grcateft extremity. 

In purfuance of the refolution of Congrefs, a court of !a^ 
quiry has fat upon general Sullivan. They met on the tenth^ 
and continued the examination till the twelfth, when they 
came to the inclofed opinion. — The depofitions and papers 
"which were before the court wese many and proli^. They 
arcnottranfmitted : but they may be obtained from the canrt, 
if' wanted. — Befides the depofitory proofs which = they had 
of wounded and dead officers, they had many gentlemen be- 
fore them in perfon. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W- 
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P. S. Oeioher 14.— I laft night received fetters fforii cofiii 
tnodore Hazchi'ood and colonel Smith. — ^The (ittiatidiie of afc 
lairs was nearly the fame, the evening befofe, a$ tvben the 
commodore and colonel Bradford wrote on the tenth and 
eleventh. — The cannonade mentioned abote was fr0m our 
Rallies at the enemy*s redoubts; 



ilead-Q^aarteri at Peter fVintz^s^ Qilohet 16, 1777: 

SiRi 

I HAVE bceh duly honored with yptir favors of" the 
twelfth and thirteenth inftant, with their fcveral inclofures.— 
In refpeft to the refolutlon dirediing a flag lo be fent to ge- 
neral Ho^e, I am inclinect to think that tlie ihforniation 
upon which it was frameci was without fourldation. The 
letters which have come from our officers who have been 
lately taken generally mention that their treatment has been 
tolerably good ; and fuch^^rivates as have eftaped have faid 
nothing in the courfe of their examination, of their having 
hQ.t\\ compelled to work. — Forthefe reafons I have taken the 
liberty to decline fending the flag. At the fatiie time Congrefs 
may be affured, if our prifoncrs fuffer any wrongi, I (hall 
take every means in my power to have them redrefled as foon 
as I am apprifed of them. 

It is with the higheft fatisfaftion I congratulate Congrefs 
on the fuccefs of our arms at the northward in the aftiori of 
the fevcnth, — ^an event of the moft interefting importatfce at 
this critical-junfture. From the happy train ifi which tbing^ 
then were, I hope we fhall foon hear of the moft deciUve ad*^ 
vantages. 

We moved this morning from the encampment at which 
-^t had been for fix or feVen days paft, and are jiift arrived 
at the grounds we occupied before the a6lion of the focirth. 
One motive for coming here is to divert the. enemy's atten- 
tion and force from the forts. Thefe they feem to confidcr 
as capital objedlis, and (from tlieir operations) mean to re* 

7 duccj 
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dude, if poflible. — At prefent their defigns are direftcd againft 
Fort'Mi£Bin and the chevaux-<le-frife. , I have therefore de-- 
tached a further reinforcement to the garrifoiu 

I yefterday, through the hands of Mrs ♦ * *, receive! 
a letter of a very curious and extraordinary nature from Mr 
D * * *, which I have thought proper to tranfmit to Con* 
grefs.— To this ridiculous, illiberal performance, I made a 
ihort reply, by defiring the bearer of it, if fhe (hould here- 
after by any accident meet with Mr D * * *, to tell hint 
I fhould have returned it unopened, if I had had any idea 
of the contents ; — obferving at the fame time, that I highly 
difapproved the intetcourfe ihe feemed to have been carrying 
on, ahd expected it would he difcontinued. — Notwithftand- 
ing the author's afiertion^ I cannot but fufpeft that the ihea- 
fure did xlot originate with him ; and that he was induced to* 
it by the hope of eftablilhing his intereft and peace more ef- 
fedlually with the enemy. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G* W. 



Uead-QuartcrSi near White^MarJli^ Oil^her a I, 1777. 

Sir, 

I LAST night had the honor to receive your letter of 
the fevcnteenth inftant, with its feveral inclofures. 

I Jieartily wifh the Hates may feel the importance of fill- 
ing their batallions, and may, in confequence of. the recom- 
pendation of Congrefs, adopt fuch meafures as will prove ef-* 
fe£lual for the purpofe. I cannot but thi^k that heretofore 
there has hz^n a want of attention in this inftance, and tliat 
Ae fubjeft, though imerefting to the laft degree, has been 
viewed with too much indiiFerence. — The refolution rcfpeft- 
ing defertcrs, I hope, will alfo have their notice. It is highly 
neceflary that they ihould come into fome regulatioo« for 
apprehending them, and puni(hing thofe who give them 
countenance. If this is not done, our force will be always 

diiiunj/hiajg^y 
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diminifting, and no exertions in the army will preyent lO^I 
/hall try the eStdi of a proclamation on thofe wha arenotv 
jelmqnents, and fhall be h:ippy if it meets with foccefii ; bttt 
confefis, from the experiment I have made» that I am not £in- 
^ine in my expedations that it will be the cafe. 

As to the recruiting officers, I rauft obfervc, that, not- 
ivithftanding the refoliition of Congrefs of the thirty-firft of 
#July/ and my circular letter on the fubje6l of it to many erf" 
the ftates, I have not receired an account diat any officers 
hate been appointed, except in Connefticut and Jerfcy* 

On funday the enemy evacuated Germantown, and with^ 
drew thcmfelves within their lines near the city.*— They 
feem determined to reduce die fortSy if poffible j and, ffar 
this purpofe, have thrown feveral paities over on Proviace- 
Iflahd. I was informed this afternoon that a- detaciunent 
affo paflcd the- Delaware at Cooper's ferry in the morning.*^ 
If the account be true (and I have no doubt of it) it is higfa^ 
ly probable they mean to make an attack upon the garrifon 
at Red-*bank. — I am taking every meafure in my powei to 
counteraift them, and have written to generals Forman and 
Newcomb of Jerfey to afford every aid they can to- reliete 
the fort, in cafe they do inveft it. 

Againft Fort- Mifflin they have kepi up a cannonade^moit 
or lefs, every day, atid have thrown feveral ihells^ hot witk4 
out doing any confiderable damage. The exploiion of one- 
killed a private, and wounded three others, who were in a 
barrack where it fell. They alfo fet fire to two ammunition^ 
boxes with a hot ball on the nineteentii, which did fom«. in- 
jury to the barracks. — I do not recolledl that we havefuBefr 
cd lately in any inftances bcfides theft, 

I have the honor to be, &c. ' G. W«: 



Si A, Jlead- Quarters, Offober tJ^ 1777. 

I DO myfclf the honor of tranfmimng to Congrefii 
the inclofed copies of fundry letters juft now received, and 

congratulate 
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congratulate them moft ^ncerely .on the impoitant intelli- 
■gtnce which they contain— The damage the enemy have 
fuftained in their fhips, I hopei will prevent their future at* 
tempts to gain die paflage of the river i and the repulfe of 
the troops under count Donnop, sind his captivity, I fatter 
myfelfy will alfo be attended With the moft hdppy confe-^ 
jquences. — ^At the time thefe a£tions happened, a fupply of 
ammunition was on the way to the forts ; and I have alfo 
otdcred a further quantity to be immediately ferit. 

By colonel Blaine^ one of the ifTuing oommiflaries^ who 
left Red-bank In the morning before the a£tion, I am happily 
informed that he had thrown confiderablefupplies ofprovifion 
into both garrifons. He alfo adds that he came from Jerfey this 
itiomingy and that the enemy had recroffed the Delaware and 
returned to Philadelphia. — I have written to colonel Greene 
that the prifoners muft be immediately fent from his poft : 
,9,iki Mr. Clymer, a deputy under Mr. Boudinot, will fet out 
to-morrow morning to make a proper difpofition of them. 

It gives me great concern to inform Congrefs, that, after 
at! my exertions, we are ftill in a diftreffed fituation for want 
of blankets and (hoes. At this time no Inconflderable part 
of our force are incapable of a^ing, through the deficiency 
of the latter : and I fear, without we can be relieved, it will 
be the cafe with two-thirds/ of the army in the courfe of a 
few days. 

I am and have been waiting with the moil anxious impa^ 
tience for a confirmation of general Burgoyne^s furrenden 
r have received no further intelligence refpeding it (except * 
vague report) than the firft account which came to hand fo 
long ago as faturday morning* — If Congrefs have had, au- 
thentic advices about it, I wi(h to be ^vored with tliem. 

I have the honor to be, ice. G. W, 

VoL/Ii. O 
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..• Hp^d.-rQuarters mar ff^Ui^arJIif November- ly^'j'i'lr , 

Sir; . .: . • ■:-.:- ;_. ^..u •- ■ 

' I %VAi duly fionorcd with Mr. Hancock** letter of tlic'* 
twenty-fifth, with its fcverkl fnclofures/— I fhall take the cafe- 
of John More under cohfideration, and will trinfmit tblbncl 
Mtifori Vtiy determination upoit the fame. ' 

At this tiitie I cannot inform ^Jie commiflary whether any 
alterations have or have not been made by genefaf orders in 
the of-igirtal ration eftablitfiment. I have been uncfef the 
neccfTity, from time to time, to fend away my orderly books ; 
and they aire neceflkry to be examined upon the fubjeft. 
However, I think it probable that a departure from the £rft'^ 
aildwance may have b^en fdund expedient, and directed by 
fomc autHbrity,— or the commrffary would not have'adopt-* 
cd ir.— ^Tn refpe6l to the alteration referred to my cbrificjc'ra-i' 
tioh, ft is a matter of confequence, and 1 have dclxTed thc^ 
general officers to inform tbemfelyes whether it will be agree*' 
able to the' army at large, or what other rfegulatibhs' may 
be neceflary m this inftance.-r-As foon as I have xhcit filiiti- 
iwents, I will write to Congrefs upon the fubjc<ft. 

The eneniy ftlH confider the poffcffioii of our pofts upon- 
tfie river of gfeat importance ; andj from their preparation 
6f faifclnes, &c, and" the beft infbnnation I have been able ta 
obtain, thejr will make further efforts to carry tKera.— View- 
ing them in dlis light myfelf, drtd rmagming that they wouH 
p^rfevefeifi tlieir plans to "occupy them, I wrote fome diays 
agb in "thd rhofi pr^hg teffms to generals Dickinfon; For- 
rwan, and * *^:*'; t6 afford' tvery' aid in their powder fr6m 
iht niilitla^bf Jbrfey: As yet we have received butErtle; 
and I have no criconrageihent toexpeft that it will' be much 
augmentcfl rh a ihort trme^^-^-This does- hot * proceed froift a 
Want of'aftivity and exertion oh the^ pan of the two frrft- 
tnentl6ried gentlemen, vvhofe conduft artd zeal U{i6n' evci^ 
"tfccafioit giVc tliem a claim to ffiepu'bliceftecmi'.biit in a co»- 
.'SderaTjlf degree frcrmf the pecxriiaricirciimftaiiee's of their ftatc 
'-• % *- '^ at 
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at this time. The apprehenfions of an inyafion from Staten* 
Ifiand ketpf ^ laiPge ^proportion of the militia from the eaft* 
ern and upper part of the ilate aUnoft condantly employed at 
and in the neighborhood of Eli^^abetbtown ; and Mr* LIv* 
ingfton's powers, as governor, b^ing expiied,-T-and..ao pro- 
vifion made (it fecms) for fuch a coiitingency,-r-<hei:e are 
none of fuflScient authority to order them out^ tjlla^ucw ap- 
pointmept can be.had:— at leaft there is ground to fufpedk 
that. the orders and excrtions^of thefe two gentlemen, unaf- 
iifled by civil authority, will not be attended with the advan- 
tages we wi/h, an4 which our affairs require. * * -* 

Under thefe cifcumftances I bave been obliged to detach 
a. further reinforcement of continental troops under general 
Varnum, to maintain the two garrifons, if poffible,r-beiides 
failors drawn from the line, Co man the gullies* This detach- 
ment, when it arrives, added to the force novvin the foits,^ 
will make the whole amount to fixteen hundred effedlivf 
rank and file fent from this army* ... 

After die action of the fourth ultimo, at Germantpwn,. I 
hoped we fliould have been in a fituation to attajck the enemy 
again on thofe grounds, and with more fuccefs- dtian in tht 
former inftance ; but this I was not able to effe^. The 
fey ere rain on the fixteenth of September,— the aftion on the 
fourth, — ^the removal of our flor^ and having to form ^ 
new elabQTatory,-r— added to the Tmall number of .hands en- 
gaged in tlie. bufinefc of it,— laid us under difficulties in the. 
capital and eflcniial article of ammunition, that could not be 
furmountcd. Every exertiou.was,dire£led to obtain fup- 
plies ; hut (notwithflanding) they weie inadequate, too fcan- 
ty, and infufficient to attempt any. thing on a large and ge-? 
neral fcale, before thp enemy withdrew ,them(elvas.r^ With 
jvhat -we had, in cafe an experiment had been made, fortune 
might, h^ve decided in our favor for the prefcnt ; but we 
ihould npt, b^v^ been afterwards /in a dtuatipn to maintain 
t^ea^vj^ntagc we might have gained : and if :a rcpulfe hai 
taken place, find the enemy purfued^-i-^for vfs^pf^oi a /^'ciye, 
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•we might have been expofed to the moft imminent danger of 
being ruined.— The diftrefcof the foldiers for want offhocs' 
•was alfo a powerful obftacle to the meafurc* 

I could wifh that our circumftances were now fucb as to 
authorife a general attack for diiludging them from the cjity : 
^but I think that they are not. This alfo is the opi;iioQ of 
-my general officers, upon a full and compreheiifive view of 
Mnattcfs, as Congrefs will perceive by the inclofed copy of tbfi 
'minutes of council on the twenty-ninth ultimo, which I haye 
•taken the liberty to tranfmit and lay before them.— The fij- 
periority of riumbers on the. part of the enemy, in refpecSl to 
iegular troops, — their fuperior difcipline, and die redoubts 
and lines which they have thrown up between th^ two rivers 
^hd about the city,— the happy ftate of our affairs at the 
northward, and the practicability of drawing fuccours from 
thence,~the confequences of a defeat, — thefe were all mp. 
tives which led to a deciiion againfl an attack at this time», 
I have fent colonel Hamilton, one of my aides, to geqeral 
Gates, to giye him a juft reprefentation of things, and to. ex* 
plain to him the expediency of our receiving the reinforce- 
ments which have been determined neceffary, if they will not 
interfere with and fruftrate any imp<>rtant plans he may hay« 
formed, Ind^d I cannot conceive, that there is any object 
now remaining, that demands our attention and moft vigor- 
ous efforts fo much as the deftrudlion of the army in this 
quarter. Should we be able to effed this, we (hall liave little 
to fear in future; . 

General Howe*s force, according to the ftate. now ma4e> 
h more eonfiderable than it was generally fuppofed„to be^. I 
did not think It quite fo great rayfelf, but always imagined the 
common eftimate much too lo\^ ; — nor can I pofitively fay 
' what it really, is. However, there, are ftrong reafoi:|s,. to be- 
lie^' e that it is not over-ratedJ After ^he evacuation of Gei* 
mantown, an almoft infinite number of fcraps^ and bits .of 
.paperwerc found, which, being fepatated and arranged witli 
great, iiiduftry and .care,, bear the marks of genuine. gmd 2^u^ 
• -..., ■ tlieutic 
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'Acntic returns at different periods. , The manner in which 
-ffiey were deftroyed and difpofed of gives no room to' fufpedl 
that it was the efiefl: of defign.-^In addition to this, I am in- 
formed by general Putnam that he had heard a reinforce- 
ment of four regiments was coming round to Delaware 
from New* York. , ^ . - 

'" The inclofed return will give Congrefs a general view of 
the ftrength of this army when it was made, and- a particular 
one of the forces of each ftate which' compofe it. By this 
they will perceive how greatly deficient the whole arc in fur- 
'nifhing their juft quotas; — ^The militia from Maryland and 
Virginia afe no longer to be counted on : — aU the former, 
•except about two hundred, are already gone ; and a few days, 
I expeft, will produce' the departure of the whole or chief 
part of the latter; from the importunate 'applications which 
Ibme of thdm havfe made. Befides this diminution^ I ant ap- 
prehenfive we fhall have feveral men added to the ficfc lift by 
reafon of the late extcffive rairt and want of clothes:. .. 

We have not yet come to any determination lefpedling.thc 
difpofition of our troops for the winter,*— fupplo&ng it a. mat- 
ter of great importance, and that for the prefent we fljouW 
be filem upon it. The reafons will readily occur. By con- 
tinuing the campaign, perhaps many falutaryif not dccifivc 
advantages maybe derived; but it. appears to me. that, this 
tnuft depend uj>on the fupplies of clothing which, the men 
receive. If they cannot be accOfnmodated in this, inftancd, it 
will be difficult if not impolTible to do it witliput effediing 
Cheir doftruition. ' . .:;.:• ) 

I would take the liberty to jncntion that I feel myfelf in a 
delicate (ituation with refpeft to the marquis Li Fayette. -r- 
He is ^xtiiemelyfolicitous of having a command- equal to his 
raiik, and profeffes very dififerent idea^, us to the purpofes of 
his appointment, from thofe Congrefs have mentioned to 
me :— Ive certainly did not underftand t!iem;.-^I do not know 
in what light they will view the matter : but it appears to 
ni?^ from a cgnfid^ration of his^ ^ illuftrious and*. important 
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connexions,— the attachment which he has manifeftcd fiwr 
our cauic,— and the canfequenccs which his return in difguft 
might produce, — that it will be advifaWe to gcatify him.m 
his wiflics ; and the more fo, as feveral gentlemen fr<tftt 
France, who came over under fome affuranccs, have gone 
back difappointed in their expeftations.— His condu(Sl with 
refpefl to them ftands in a favorable point of view, ■•-having 
interefted himfelf to remove their uneaCnefs, and urged the 
impropriety of their making any unfavorable rcprcfenfatioo$ 
upon their arrival at home : and in all his letters he l^s pla* 
ced our affairs in the heft dtuation he could. — ^Befides, be is 
fenfible, diicrect in his manners, has made great proficieDcy 
in our language, and, from the difpofition he difcpvered at 
the battle of Brandiwine, poffeffes a large fhare of-bravcrjr 
and military ardor. 

There is a French gentleman here, — monfieur Vrigny,:!^- 
in whofe favor the marquis, feems much interefted. He affurcs 
me he is an oflScer of great merit, and, from that motive 
and a regard to the fervice, wiihes to fee him promoted.— 
The 'rank beholds in France, and his prefcnt expe(9:atio.ns, 
are contained in the inclofed copy of a paper given me by 
the marquis. Monfieur Vrigny alfo has honorable certificates 
of his fcrv ices, nearly correfponding with the marquis's ac- 
count of them.— If Congrefs are pleafed to honor him with a 
commifTion in the army of the ftates,! muft try to employ him. 

I took the liberty fome fliort time ago to mention to Con- 
grefs the fituation of thenine firft-raiied Virginia regiments, 
and the. term for which they ftand engaged j and, confidering 
that we fhould fufFer greatly by the lofs of fo large a part of 
our force which have been long inured to fervice, I thought 
it advlfable to confult the ofEccrs commanding them, vipon 
the mode which fhould appear to them beft calculated to ro^ 
cnlift them. They accordingly met, and reported their fenti* 
ments in writing, a copy of which I have ,inclofed.-^I do 
not know that expedients, more promifmg of fuccefs than 
tbpfe they have pointed out, can be adopted.— Congrefs will 

be 
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T)C plcafed td give the maltet their' eatrlTcft addition, itid to 
favor me vi'ith their opinion by the fir ft opportunity, trhcther 
rile indulgence and allowance they have propbfedmay' h* 
gfafitrf,tii-and, if any additional bounty may be given, what 
it ftiall be.— The high fums paid for fiibftkutes and draught^, 
©f late, even iii the rtjiHtia fervice, will make this neceflary t 
for the foldicrs, being well apprifcd of that faftj will hot be 
induced to engage again during ^hc war or for three yeirs, 
fbV the oftial premium*, .^. " 

'i tvbuld alfo lay before Congrfefe a i-emonftrance by the 
fiibakerrif -officers of the Virgfnia line, founded on a reform I 
thbtrght' "^ecfeffary to' take' plact! m the regiments from that 
ftstte* ' Thdev in their effabliniment,wete madetoedrffift of 
ten coiwpante^-^two'niore than were a'ffignedto thofe of the 
ftates in general. This, and the great difproportioh beiS'^een 
the officeri'ahdf tncn, inducefd nie to-reduc6 theni t6 a level 
'with the Veft' befonging to the continent, in order to prevent 
a dohfidchibffc unneceffary expenfe.— -To effefl: ffiis, no new 
'prothbtions ire to-be made in the two extra ccjrhpanies, viz» 
•Ae-mnth^md tenth, either to racaheics exifting at'the time 
of the regulation, or to any ftiture ones that ttiay happen 
therein-: and the fubakcms are tb rerhaih in' their Fank and 
coniimand, till they can be prorriotcd in the other ^ight com- 
pzmtsi'itid their men Incorporated.'-^This is what they com- 
pltfm of^I have made a Yliort ftate of fadts, khd wifll Con- 
grefe to determine upon them and the remonftrahcfe as they 
fliair think proper. 

At the reqtieft of governor Ch'ntow, I have tranfriiitted a 
copy of his letter to me, giving an account of general Vaugh- 
aii's expedition up the North-river after the capture of Fort* 
Mbnt^rhery, and of thedeftrudlibn committed by his troops 

in bui'hihg Kitigfton and the hoiifes and mills on the river. 

According to the lateft advices, they have returned again; 
and it is reported that they have deftroyed tJie barracks ind 
forts, and gone to New-York :— but this is not confirmed, 

A few days ago Mr. Franks of PWlaiddphia, agent for the 
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Briei{h prifoners, font out fix thoufand continental dollirs tS 
Mf. Richard Graham of Virginia, for the fubfiftence of ^Ae 
Heffi«i5 and other prifoneirs in that ftatc. The p.oKey <tf 
furring the ^nemy to fiippfort their prifoncrs with hidricy 
which they ref^fe thcmfelves, and which they attempt to de* 
precitfte in every inftance they poflGbly can, appears to me very 
qoeftionable,— and the more fo, as it may be counteifeited,«-^ 
Bcfidcs, they have laid us under every difficulty they can i^ 
vife, as to our prifoncrs in their hands .'—nothing will do for 
their fupport but hard money.— If tlie enemy were obliged to 
fumifh the fame, the quantity with us would be greater, and 
cf courfe die means of relieving ours, eafier. 1 do not ktio^ 
what confequences 4 prohibition againft receiving tontinent^ 
at money or the currency of any ftate from thcftic {night 
involve : I think the fubjeft is worthy of the <::onfideratioi| 
of Copgrefs 5 and for that rcafon I have mentioned it. . 

.November 3.— The report of the enemy's having dt^ftroyfd 
^ forts and barracks on the North-river, and of their hay-» 
ing retairned to New- York, is confirmed, \ thi? morning 
received a letter from general Putnam upon the fubje<5l:, a 
copy of which is tranfmitted.— The information that they 
ipean to reinforce general Howe, I doubt not, is true : it has 
come through feveral channels, and nothing is more proba* 
ble.— As to their having, a further expedition in view, it- 
feems to . be queftionablc : — general Burgoyne*^ defeisit, and ■ 
the caftern troops . being ready to b^ employed in anoth^ 
way, are circumftances againft the meafure, 
^ Agreeable : to my expe<ftation, the Virginia mifitia are 
gope I fo that we have noiie now jn aid of the continental 
troops,; but thpfe of tliis ftatp mentioned in tl^e return, and a 
few from . Maryland. I do not know what can or will bq 
doue to obtain further. reinforcements of |hem 2 but Jt apr 
pears to me, taking matters in any point of light, that fur- 
ther aids (hould come from Virginia ap4 Maryland : for, 
(houkl we be able to accommodate the continental forces 
with clothes fo as to carry on a winter campaign, their i^f- 
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,C,ft^ce will be material, citha* to maintain a blockade, or ia 
a^y decifivc ftrpke we may attempt. And if they caqnoib^ 
{q provided, and we. ihould be.o^liged to retire into quarter^ 
tlieir,{eryice will be ftill more neceiTary to aflift ia cQveting 
the cpnnfry againft incuriions for forage and j^OYxfiom* 
The miUtid of this ftate, themfelves,-fuppofing,they Aovii 
fee tolerably vigorous in their exertions, v^ill not be ^quftl i<x 
the taik; at le^ft it will be di^uU, if not imprataitjajjieifor 
tl>em to do it.— 'It. is to be wiihed that fuch as can be4rawa' 
p^utmay; be engaged to ferve three months, or two atlcaft 
(if it can be cftcfted), after their ai:rival in camp; afld-thtta. 
Ujodii.qpald be adopted tp fupply d^cir places. witii- others at 
the ej(;pif^tio^ of their t^rrn^ fhould the exigency ofour.af^ 
fairs feq[iuir€{4^ . A time for th^ir continuance ihould: be fijc* 
^ o/th,ey will always be une^fy and pujhing.off; aijd Ac- 
longer (jircumftances will admit it to- be, the better: for^ after 
the.period recurs, for which they come, it will be impoBlble 
to retain them a moment. — As to the number that il)0»]d be 
required, it is difficult todetermine : howey^r^ it ifr likely it 
yvlll faU ihort of the recjuifition, as . it ever has upon ^uch 
ogcafions. 

Thjprei^-a report prevailing in camp, which has come 
tjirougl] fpveral channels, that a (ucceftful expedition has 
been made. upon Rhode-Ifland, and eight hundred prifoncrs 
taken, with.feveral pieces of artillery, and a large quantity of 
fait, , I heartily ^ifli it may be true : . but at prcfent it wants 
confirmation, . » 

MrfhompfonV letter of tlie: twenty i-firft ultimo, with its 
iriclofure^,: carne to hand yefterday.—I join Congrefs moft . 
fincerely in congratulations on our important fucccfs in the^ 
furrencjer. of, general Burgoync at the head of fiis forces, and 
ani happy they have rcceive<l a confirmation of the event 
from general Gates, ; • . 

I have tlie hotior to be, &c; • G:W. ' 
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SlJt, Htad-Quarterij White^MarJk^ N&V. 8, 1777. 

I DO myfclf the honor to inclofe ^ou an extra 61 of 
a letter from major-general Dickinfon, of the fixth ih- 
ftant» by which it appears that a reintorGemcnt has failed 
from New-York, cither for general Howe or fome other ex- 
pedition. — I have not yet heard whether any of *thc troops 
on their march from the northward have yet crofled the 
North-river : but 1 hope they will be with me near as fpon 
as general Howe's reinforcement can arrive at Philadel- 
phia. '■'.''• 

There was a heavy firing of cannon, all" the day of the 
fifth, down the river; and in the evening fome pnuflctetK)^ 
was heard ; from whence we concluded that an attacJc, hw^ 
been made upon Fort-Miffiin. But it turned out to be af 
attack made by general Varnum, with a twelve and an elgh^ 
teenrpounder fixed near Red-bank, upon the enemy's (hip?* 
He thinks he damaged the Somerfet of fixty-four guns confix 
4erably, as {he got on ground, and was for fome time eH>- 
pofed to his fire. — The ihips were obliged to qtiit tlicir fta- 
tions and fall lower down. 

^ From a variety of accounts and circumftances, I am in*- 
duced to believe that the enemy are meditating a grand blow 
againft Fort-Mifflin.— I have put the place in as good a ftatt 
pf defence as my prefcnt numbers will admit, axid have ^ 
.rc£ted general Varnum to afford every further affiftance in 
his power, I therefore hope they will meet a warm reception 
/whenever they make the attempt. 

' The military cheft is again empty, and the army is unpaid 
/or the months of September and O6tober,-rbe{jdes the 
draughts that are requiiite for the commiflary . and quarter- 
-jnaftcr-generars department. You will therefore be pleafcd 
to direct a fupply of caih tP be ient on as expeditioufly as 
poffible, 

, I fear, from a letter which I have lately received. from ge- 
neral Heath, that no proper mcafurcs are taken to put up a 
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fupply of fait provifions for next campaign, to the eaflwariL 
I have inclofcd a copy of gener^ Headi's ktter to Mr* Bu- 
chanan, the commiffary-general ofpurchafes, ^ndbavc dc- 
fired j^iin to have the matter looked into in time : but it is of 
fo much importance to the very exiftence of thearmy^ tl^^ t 
think it deferves the attention^ of Congrefs. 

I have the honor to be, &c« , G. W, 



To Henry Laurens, JEf^ulre^ PreJidentof.Cofigrefsn 
Sir, Camp at Whhe-Marjky November lO, 1777^ 

I HAVE been duly honbreff" with yoiir fa voi^ of the 
Yourth and fifth inftant, ivith their feveral iftclbfilire^,— 
Among thofe of the fonner, I found the refolutioh you aile 
f leafed to allude to, refp^fting your appointmenr as pVefi- 
dent. — Permit me, fir, to congratulate you upori this eveint, 
and to affurc you I have the mod entire confidence' '^Wat I 
fiiall experience in you during your prefidcncy the fame po- 
Ihenefs, and attention to the intefcfts of the ftaCes, that marked 
the conduS of your worthy predeceflbr. ' • ■ 

With refpedl to the views of the navy-boardf for fecuring 
the fii gates, the fituation of the army would not adihit bf a 
eompliahc-e with them, fuppofing they would anfwer the end. 
I have therefore written to the bo^rd in the mofll prdTmg 
• terms, to have the frigates fcuttled in fuch way titat they 
may be raifed when it fhall be iieceffafy, arid thit in the 
mean time they may not be liable to injury froin' floating ice. 
— I fee no meafure fo likely tofecure theiin tb'us, krid a- 
gainft the enemy's attempts.*^! have been extretndy fekrful 
they would have poflefled ind eltiployed dienni, With the 
Delaware and their batteries, oh the rear of the'gallics and 
the fort, while the fliips belov^r/attackekl in front/ I need 
not point out? the probable conre(](uence8 of fuch an event . 
they are too obvious. 

The refolves which you requeft ito b^ comitiunicated to the 
ara>y^fcall be publiflicd in general brders.-^The letters for 
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commodore Hazclwood, &c, huvc been put in a proj>cr 
channel of conveyance. 

As to the difpofition of part of the nor^ern army, m^ 
letter of the firft, continued to the third; contains trtfide^s 
rvpon the fabjed, and thofe of my general officer^. — ^I ^ftiall be 
forry if the meaiures I have taken on this head ilibuld "ifi- 
tcrftrre with or materially vary from any flam Congrefs 
might have had in view. Their proceedings of the fifth, 
I prefume, were founded on a fuppofition that the enemy 
were ftill up the North-river, and garrifoning the foits they 
bad taken- — ^^This not being the cafe, and all accounts agree- 
ing that reinforcements to general Howe are coniing from 
York, I hope the aids I have required wiU be confidercd ex- 
pedient and proper. Independent of the latter oonfideration, 
I tliink our exertions and force fhould be dire<^ed to efFe& 
general Howe's deftrudlian, if it is pofTiWe. 
. Among the various difficulties attending the atmy, the ai- 
juftraent of rank is not the leaft. This,— owing to thefeveiral 
i^npdcs, the feveral principles, that have prevailed in grant- 
ing ^ommiffions, — is involved in great perplexity, The of- 
ficers of the Pennfylvania troops are in much confufi on about 
it: in manyinftances, thofe who were junior in rank, from 
local and other circumftances, have obtained* coramiffions 
older in date dian thofe which were granted afterwards to of- . 
ficcrs, their fuperlors before. This, with ma»iy other irregu- 
larities,, has been and is the caufe of great uneafinefs : anc^ 
tliough precedency of rank fo claimed fhould not be fupport- - 
ed in juflice or upon any principle, — we find all, having the 
lead pretext for the title, flronuous to fupport it, and wil- 
ling' to hold a fuperiority. I was therefore induced to order 
a board, of officers to take tlie matter under confideration. 
The rcfult, refpeding the field-officers of this ftate, I now 
inclofe, and wilh Congrefs to adopt the regulation which 
the board have made, and to tranfir.it me, by the earlieft 
opportunity, commiffions dated according to their arrange- 
ment. At the fame time it n:ay be- proper that il\cx^ fhould 

be 
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be a refolve vacating the comaiiffions they now have^ and 
direfting them to be delivered to me, — Their attemioQ to this 
bufmefs^ I trufl^ will be immediate: the difputcs andjra- 
loofioi with the officers require it. 

• I hav« inclofed the memorial of colonel Poitail^and tlie 
other engineers for their promotion,! referred to me by tlie 
board of war for my fentiments. -r-As to the terms thefe gen^ 
tlemea mentioned to have been propofed and agreed to when 
they firft arrived, I know nothing of them further than the 
memorial ftates. — In refpedi to their abilities and knowledge 
ii> their profeffion, I muft obfetve tfaey have had no great 
opportunity of proving them fiace they were la aurfervice. 
» However, I have reafon to believe that they have been regu- 
larly bred in this important branch of war, and that their 
talents, which have been hitherto, as it were, dorjmant, want 
only a proper occafion to call [them forth ; in which cafe* 
I have no doubt they would do themfelves honor, and the 
ftate$ effen^al fervice. — It is of great importance, too, to 
qonfider the prafticability of replacing thefe gentlemen with 
perfons equally qualified, if tliey fhould quit the fervice ; 
and how indifpenfable men of (kill in this branch of military 
fcience are to every army. — While lam on this fubjecS:, I 
would take the liberty to mention that I have been well in- 
formed that the engineer in the northern army (Goricflci, I 
think, his nan^ is) is a gentleman of fcience and merin 
from the charader I have bad of him, he is deferring of no- 
tice too. 

I >vould beg leave to mention that we are in great diflrefs 
for want of money. This will be more urgent every day : 
and it is probable there will be a good deal of pay due to 
the troops coming. to reinforce us.— -General Putnam, writes 
preffingly for a.fupply, and fays he. is in a moft difagreeabic 
iitnation for want of it.— I muft requcft the attention gf Con- 
grefs to thi» fubjeft. . ' 

. You;- favor of t|ie feventli came to hand this morning.— 
Itirdll pay proper attentiop to the inclofures. — The rank of 

the 
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Ac ojBSccrs of -cavalry I will attempt to have fettled as fcxrti 
as ctrcumftaj!i€€5 will admit. - 

I have nothing very interefting to communicate.— The 
enemy have loft one of their new floating batteries : it fuak 
in a little time after it was launched. — There hasi>een acan^ 
nonade to*day :—Htftill continues : — I do not know ibe occa^ 
fion, but imagine it is between the fliips and galltes. 

I have ibc honor to be> &c. d W.. 



Sir, V Camp ntar fViite^MarJfi^ Nav.emier M^ ^7%% 
THE condition of the army for want of clothes^ and ' 
blankets, — ^and the little pro fpeft we havedf obtaining fe-- 
lief, according to the information I have received IVt>m tfcc - 
board of war, — occafion me to trouble you at this time.— * • 
The mode of feizing and forcinV fupplies frorh the inhabit^ - 
ants,^ I fear, would prove very inadequate to the demarid*^^- 
while it would certainly embitter the minds of the pedp}«»- 
add excite perhaps a hurtful jealoufy agaiuA the army;-r-'- 
I have had officers out for the purpofe of pmxhafmg and' 
foaking voluntary colleilions of neceflaries ; and, in s fisW 
inftances, more coercive mcafures have been exercifed : feul»' 
all thefc have proved of little avail : our diftrelfes ftill conti- 
nue, and are becoming greater. I would therefore humWy 
fubmit it to the coniideration of Congrefs whether it may 
not be expedient for them to addrefs-the feveral legifldtive- 
and execu^ive powers of the ftates on this fubjeft as early- 
as poflUble, and in the moft urgent terms. It appeal's to me, 
if Hiey were to^ appoint^ under the authority ijf Congreft^ 
proper aflive agcntSi that rrwny neceflaries might be-pro-» 
cured in addition to thofe [purcAafctf] on public account* 
Befides this, I think the exigency of our affairs -riequires that 
they (houldrefolvc on ah imTnediatc afleflmchit to be made on 
the inhabitants. — If thefe modes were adq>ted, cohfidemble 
aids mighthe derived, and in ai way much lelis cxcepticinable 
than ;th2ft of feiziirg by. the army.-r-The afiemhlics in^ma^iy 
1. ftates. 
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ftatcs, I believe, are now fitting ; and I have no doubt, upon 
a requilition by Congrefs, but they will give attention to the 
liicdfure. " ■ -^ 

Inclofcd you will receive a copy of a letter from general 
Putnam, which came to liand to-day^ You will find his 
and. governor Clinton's opinion refpefiting the fortifications 
iieceflary to -be made for the fecurity of the North»river.^ As 
foon as I heard that Warner's militia were coming down to 
reinforce me, I immediately wrote to countermand them, 
and direfied that they (hould be retained to carry on the ne- 
ceflary works during the time they are to^fervc, — My fetter 
on this fubje<£t \vas on the ninth-inftant.— -As to the other 
troops, the propriety of bringing them here, I believe, is not 
to be quefVioned. We are told through various channels 
that fir- Henry Clinton is coming round with all the force 
that can be pofiibly fpared from New- York ; and it is faid 
that; thofe on Staten4fland are withdrawn. It is added alfo 
that the inhabitants of the former are greatly alarmed and 
difgufled^ and that geneval IVyon is calling in the militia of 
liong-Iiland for the defence of the city.— -General Putnam's 
letter will alfo evince the ncceflity there is for a large and 
immediate fupply of money being fent to the paymafter-gc* 
neral. . 

I have alfo jthc honor to tranfmit you a copy of a report 
by s^ board of |;eneral ofEceis, 01^ the fubjedl of rations^ 
whi^h I fyfepait <o the confideration of Congrefs. . The efta- 
bjiiliment' attd regulations which they propofe appear to 
nie, to^be juft and- neceifary, fuppofing thecommiflary's efti- 
mau; ;^> be right, which I prefume is the cafe, from the ex- 
orbitant pngejwhich has been and i^ now paid for every fpe- 
^QJcs of prQvi(ipn.-^Then^eflity of an alteration in the for- 
mer value -has beon long urged by . many o£Bcers ; and, for 
want of it, fevcrAl, i believe, havjc left ihe fervice. 
. I have tte hoi^ to be, &c* . G.W,. 

P. S. By advlcei juft regeived, .thirty -eight tranfports have 
aftrivcd itx DeUy^^ri: w'ith troops^ , They were as. h^ up as 

Reedy-* 
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Recdy-IflanJ yeftcrday. — I fuppofe they are from New- York; . 
—The memorial of colonel Portail and the other engineers, 
omitted to be inclufed in my .letter of yeilerdayt is now tranf- 
niitted. 

Notwithftanding the meafures I have ventured to recom- 
mend on the fubjedt of clothing, I iball purfne every means 
in my power that will contribute to procure a fupply^ 



Sm, Head'QuarterSy JVUite-Mar/ti^ UoV, ty, 177/. 
I AM forry to inform you that Fort- Mifflin was eva* 
cuated the night before lail, after a defence which does cre«, 
dit to the American arms, and will ever refleA the higheift', 
honor upon the officers and men of the garrifon. The 
works were entirely beat dovm : every piece of cannon dif* 
mounted, and one of the enemy *s ihips fo near that (he 
threw grenades into the fort, and killed men upon the plat«. 
forms, from her tops, before they quitted the ifland- This 
fliip had been cut down for the purpofe, and fo conftruiSled 
diat ihe made but a fmall draught of water, ani by thcfe 
means warped in between Fort-Mifflin and Province-Ifland. — 
Some complaints are made that the captains of the gallies did- 
not fufficiently exert themfelves to drive this veffcl from her 
ftation : but I (hall not determine any thing upon the matter 
t;ll a proper inq^ulry is made. 

Noticing in the courfe of this campaign has taken up fo 
much of the attention and confideration of royfelf and all. 
the general officers, as the poffibility of giving a further re- 
lief to Fort-Mifflin than what we had already afforded. — 
Such a gan ifon was thrown into it as has been found by ex- r 
pcrience capable of defending it to the laft extremity : and 
Red-bank, which wgs deemed effentially neceflary, not only 
for the purpofc of keeping open dife communication, but of 
aftnoying the enemy's (hips and covering our .ow» 9otz% has 
been poffcfled by a confiderable detachment from this arnn-. 
The only remaining and pradlicable mode of giving rehef to 

the 
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fe'^ fort y^iii by dfflodging the' eriemy f?o'm Provmce-Iflahd 
fVmti' "w^hence they kfept lip an iniceffant fire. But thi^', from 
th^ fitu^tion of tfie ground, was riot to be attempted witTi 
any degree of fafety to the attacking party, wi^out the 
whole or a conliderable part of the army (hould be removed 
'to the weft fi^e of Schuylkill to fupport and cover it. 

To ac(5(yunt (ot this, you muft be made acquainted with 
die nature of the ground. — In order to have made the attack 
upon Province-lfland, the party deftined for that fervice— 
which ihould have been at leaft fifteen hundred— muft have 
marched dovvni thfe Cheft'er road as far as the Bell mn near 
Derby, andjthchcfei turning towards Delaware, iimft have 
^foCeeded about four miles further throtigh a neck of landi 
to the iflarid'. — The enemy have a bridge! at the middle ferry 
upon Schuylkill, which is but four miles from the Bell inn : 
confequently, by throwing a body of men over that bridge 
upon the firft difcovefy of our defign, and marching down 
to the Bell, they would have efFeftually cut off our detach- 
ment upon their return. — ^It is true the covering party might 
have confifted of a left number than the whole army : but 
thenr thofc remaining tipon this fide of the rive wduld have 
been too few'to have been intrufted with all the artillery and 
ftores of the army, within twelve miles of the enemy. 

There were many and very forcible reafons againft a total 
remove to the weft fide of Schuylkill. Leaving all our 
ftores at "Eaftoii, Bethlehem and Allentown, uncovered, — 
and abandoning feveral of our hofpifals within reach of the 
enemy ,-^firft prefdnted themfelves. — Another, ami, in my 
opinion, a more weighty reafon than either of the preceding, 
was the importance" of fupporti ng the poft at Red-bank, up- 
on which that of Foit-Mifflin in a great meafure depended, 
as through it wb fent in fupplies'of meri^ provifion, and am- 
miinitiom—^The enemy, fenfible of this, endeavored to dif- 
lodge us from Red4)ank on the twenty«feeond of lafl month ; 
which, as Congrefe have been informed, co/t theih four 
hundred men, ;* •-^.; ....,,:. \ . ' :;i 

Vol. II. P Now 
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Now, had our army been on the weft fide of Schuylkill^ 
they might, without any danger of an attack upon their lines, 
have thrown over fo confiderable a force into Jerfey, that 
they might have overpowered the garrifon, and, by making 
themfelves mafters of it, have reduced Fort-Mifflin by fa- 
mine or want of ammunition. Thus we fhould it\ all pro- 
bability have loft both pofts by one ftroke. — They might 
alfo, by taking poffefSon of the fords upon Schuylkill, have 
rendered the junftion of our northern reinforcements with. 
us a very difficult, if not an imprafti cable matter : and, 
fhould any accident have happened to them, we ihould have 
flood a very poor chance of looking general Ho^e in the 
face tlirough tlie winter with an inferior army. We fhould 
finally have thrown the army into fuch a fituation, that we 
muft inevitably have drawn on a general engagement before 
our reinforcements arrived ; which, confidering our dif- 
parity of numbers, would probably have ended with the 
moft difagreeable confequences. 

It was therefore determined a few days ago to wait the 
arrival of the reinforcement from the nonhward before any 
alteration could fafely be made in the difpofition of the army : 
and I was not without hopes that the fort would have held 
out till that time. — That we might then have moved without 
endangering the {lores, I had given orders for the removal of 
them, from the places before mentioned, to Lebanon and 
pther places in Laucafter county, which is at any rate more 
fafe and convenient than where they were. 

As the keeping pofTeffion of Red-bank, and thereby ftill 
preventing the enemy from weighing the chevaux-tle-frife be- 
fore the iroft obhgcs their (hips to quit the river, has 1)ecomc 
a matter of tlic greateft importance, I have determined to 
fend duwn general St. Clair, general Knox, and baron 
Kalh, to take a view of tlic ground, and to endeavor to form 
a judgment of the ini)i\ probable me :ius of fecuring it. They 
will at the fame time fee how far it is poifible for our 6tict to 
keep their fiation ihice the lofs of Fort-Mifflin, and alfo 

make 
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make the proper inquiry into the condudl of the captains of 
the gallies, mentioned in the former part of this letter. 

1 am informed that it is matter of amazement, and that 
reflexions have been thrown out againft this army, for not 
being more aftive and enterpriling than, in the opinion of 
fome, they ought to have been. If the charge is juft, the 
beft way to account for it, will be to refer you to the returns 
of our ftrength, andthofe which I can produce of the enemy, 
and' to the inclofed abftraft of the clothing now adually 
wanting for the army : and then I think the wonder will be, 
how they keep the field at all in tents at this feafon of the 
year.—- What ftock the clothier-general has to fupply this 
demand, or what are his profpedis, he himfelf will inform 
you, as I have directed him to go to York-town to lay thefe 
matters before Congrefs. There are, belides, moft of thofe 
in thehofpitals more l?are than tjliofe in the field :— many re- 
main there for want of clothes only. 

Several general oflBcers, unable to procure clothing in 
the common line, have employed agents to purchafe up what 
could be found in different parts of the country. General 
Wayne, among others, has employed Mr. Zantzinger of 
Lancafter, who has purchafed to the amount of four thou* 
^fand five hundred pounds, for which he defires a draught upon 
the treafury-board. — Inclofed you have a copy of his letter, 
— I am not clear whether this application iliould properly 
be made to the treafury, or the clothier-general, who^fhould 
-charge the money to the regiments for whom the clothes are, 
as fo much advanced to them. If the latter fliould appear the 
moft proper mode, I will order it to be done. 

I am anxioufly Waiting the arrival of the troops from the 
northward, who ought, from the time they have had my or- 
ders, to have been here before this. Colonel Hamilton, one 
of my aides, is up the North-river, doing all he can to pufli 
them forward: but he writes me word that he finds many 
unaccountable delays thrown in his way. However I am 
in hopes that many days will not elapfe before a brigade or 

P 2 two. 
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two, at leaft, arrive—The want of thefe troops has embaf'* 
raffed all my meafiires exceedingly. 

November 1 8.— Your difpatches of the thirteenth andfouT'^ 
tcenth have this moment come to hand. Tbey (hall be at- 
tended to, and anfwered in mv next* 

I have the honor to be, &cq* G. W# 



Sjr Head-Quarters^ TVJiite-MarJh^ tldV* 23, 1777* 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favora of the 
thirteenth and nineteentli inftant with their inclofures- — I am 
well affured Congrefs have not been inattentive to the neceffi-^ 
ties of the army ; and that the deficiency in our fupplies, par-^ » 
ticularly in the artick of clothing, has arifen fram the dif- 
ficulty of importing, on account of the numerous fleet that 
line our coaft. However I am perfuaded diat confidcrable 
relief might be drawn from the different ftates, were they 
to exert themfelves properly. This I hope will be the cafcf 
as foon as they receive the preffing recommendations of Con- 
grefs upon the fubjedi:. 

It has been the unvaried coftom of the enemy, from the com- 
mencement of the prefent conteft, to try every artifice and 
device to delude the people. The meffage through Joha 
Brown was calculated for this end. I am furprifed Mr^ 
Willing fliould fuffer himfelf to be impofed on by fufch flimfy 
meafures. He knows that there is a plain obvious way for 
general and lord Howe to commumcate any propofals they 
wifli to make, to Congrefs, without the intervention of a fe- 
cond and third hand-. But this would not fiiit their views.—* 
1 am forry that Mr, Brown iliould be the bearer of the mef- 
fage ; as, from the charafler I have had of him^ he is a 
worthy, well-difpofed man^ It Iws been frequently memion- 
ed that he liad interefted himfelf much in behalf of our prifon- 
ers, and had afforded them every relief and comfort his cir- 
cumttancesVould allow him to give. 
. I have been endeavoring to qScSl an exchange of prifon- 
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crs, from principles of juftice, and from motives of humani- 
ty : but at prefent I have no profpevSt of it. Yet general 
Howe has aflured our officers it was his wifli, and, if it 
could not be done, that he fliould readily agree to their re- 
Icafe on parole.— The inclofed copies of my letters and his 
anfwer will fhew Congrefs what has paffed between us up-f 
on that fubjedl; and at the fame time, that I had remon- 
ftrated againft the fevere and cruel treatment of the prifoners^ 
and propofed the plan of fending in a fuitable perfon to in- 
quire into the fads, before the receipt of their refojution. 
Their fufferii>gs, I am perfuaded, have been great, and 
fliocking to humanity, I have called upon general Howe for 
rcdrefs, and an ej^plicit anfwer to my letter of the fourteenth^ 
If I do not receive one by to-morrow night, with the moft po» 
fitive and fatisfaftory affurances that a proper conduft ihalj 
be obferved towards them in future, we muft retaliate, hew* 
ever much we wifli to avoid feverity, and meafures that bear 
ih^ fmalleft appearance of rigor or inhumanity, 

Inclofed you will receive a lift of fundry officers who 
have been cafhiered fince the a£tion of the fourth ultimo.— 
I flatter myfejf that tbefe examples will involve many fa-- 
vorable and beneficial confe<juences.-<-Befides thefe, there 
were many more brought to trial, who were acquitted ; a» 
paong them, general Maxwell, and general Wayne, — the for* 
mer for charges againft him while he commanded the light 
troops, — the latter for charges againft his condudl in the 
attack made on his divSlon, in the night of the twentieth o£ 
September* The refult pf the court of in(juiry againft gene- 
ral Wayne not entirely exempting him from cenfure in hi$ 
own opinion, he requefted a court-martial ; and, upon a full 
gnd minute ipveftigation of the charges againft him, he was 
bonorablv apquitt^d, and in terms of high refpe£l, 

I am forry to inform Congrefs that the enemy arc now in 
poffeffion pf ^11 the water defences.-^-Fprt-Mifflin and that 
^t Red-bank mutually depended on each oth^r for fupport ; 
jHi4 tb^ rcdw^ipa pf th^ former mad^ th^ twwrc of the latter 

P 3 ext^^i^ely 
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extremely precarious, if not imprafUcable. After the lofi of 
Fort-Mifflin, it was found Red'bank could derive no advan<- 
tagcs from the gallics and iirmed veffels — (they could liot 
jnaintain their ftation) — and, in cafe of inveftiture, the g^r* 
rifon. could have no fupplies, no retreat, nor any hope of re* 
Jief, but fuch as might arife from a fuperior force zSiing 
without on the rear of die enemy, and diflodging them. Un* 
der thefe circumftances, the garrrifon was obliged to evacu«r 
ate it on the nig'at of the twentieth inftant, on the approach 
of lord Cornwallis who had crpfled this river fron^ C^^er 
with a detachment, fuppofed to be about two thoufapd mei|, 
and formed a junftion with the troops lately arrived froiu 
New-York, and thof(? that had been landed before ^t BiU 
b'ngfport, 

Fi om general Varnum's account, I have reafon to hope 
that we faved moft of the (lores, except a few heavy cannon ; 
however I cannot be particular in tliis inftance, — I ^qi alfo 
to add, from the intelligence I have received, that moft if not 
^U the armed veffels have been burned by our own people, 
except the gallies, one brig, and two floops, which are laid 
to have run by the city. — How far tliis might be founded in 
ncceffity, I am not able to determine ; but I fuppofe it was 
done under that idea, and an apprehenlion of their falling 
into the enemy's hands if they attempted to pafs up the river. 

Upon the firft information I had of lord Cornwallis'^ move-» 
ment, I detached general Huntington's brigade to join gene-r 
ral Varnum, and, as foon as poffiJ|k, general Greene with 
Jiis divifion ; hoping that thefe, — with Glover's brigade which 
was on the march through Jerfey, and which I diredled 
to file off to the left for the fame purpofe,— and with fuch 
niilitia as could be collected, — would be able to defeat the 
enemy's defign, and to preferve the fort. But they were fo 
rapid in their advances, that our troops could not form a 
junition and arrive iq time to fyccour the garrifon ; which 
obliged them to withdraw. 

Gcper^l Qreenc is ftiU in Jerfey ; and when Glover's bri, 
6 gadg 
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gade joins him, if an attack can be made on lord CornwalHs 
with a profpeft of fuccefs, I am perfuaded it will be done. 
About a hundred and feventy of Morgan*s corps are alfo gone 
to reinforce him. 

Generals Poor and Patterfon with their brigades, and colo- 
nel Bailey with Learned's, are now in camp. The laft ar- 
rived on friday' evening, the other two in the courfe of yef- 
terday. I have not yet obtained returns of their flrcngth ; 
but, from the accounts of the officers, they will amount iin the 
whole to twenty-three or twenty-four hundred rank and file. 
But I find 'many of them are very deficient in the articles of 
fhoes, {lockings, breeches, and blankets — ^Befides thefe, about 
three hundred and fifty men,— detachments from Lee's, Jack- 
fon's, and Henley's regiments, — ^have joined mc. 

Yefterday evening the enemy burned feveral houfes in the 
neighborhood of Philadelphia, and they have committed the 
anoft wanton fpoil in many others. 

I have the honor to be, &:c. G. W.' 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ November 26^ ^777« 

I WAS yefterday morning honored with your favors 
of the twenty-fecond inftant. — I wifli the meafures Congrefe 
have adopted may efFeftually fupprefs the difturbances in the 
weftern department. Should they prove fuccefsful, and the 
favages and wicked deluded inhabitants receive a fevere 
check, It is probable^hey will not be induced again to 
take part againft us, or at Icaft for fome confiderable time. 
Colonel Crawford fet out yefterday evening, and will be 
with Congrefs, I expe£t> in the courfe of two or three days to 
take their commands. 

I was much obliged by the foreign intelligence you were 
pleafed to tranfmit me : it is agreeable and interefting ; and 
I heartily wiih there may be an early declaration of hofti- 
lities between Frajice and Britain. From thefe advices, 
things feem to be getting into a proper train for it : and it is 
. P4 not 
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not ^flfily to be conceived that it can be much longer delay- 
ed, riowever our expevSlations have not been anfwered in 
this inftance, and they may yet be held in fufpenfc. The 
political reafons, that lead to delay on die part of France, I 
do not perfectly underfland. As to Britain, her honor is loft 
in the conteft witli us, and the nioft indignant infults will 
fcarcely be able to draw her attention from her prefent pur- 
fuits. — I'he account of Mr Lee having efFeded the purpofi^s 
of his einbafly at the court of Berlin is of great importance, 
if it be true. In fuch cafe, admini.ftration, hovvcvcr defirous 
they may be, will proba^)ly be difappointed in their fchemes 
of further mercenary aids againft us. 

I muft take the liberty to re^ueft the decifionofCongrdfe, 
on the cafe of the m'ne hrfl-railed Virginia regiments as early 
^ as circumftances will permit, , If the plan propofed for re- 
cnliftjng them is judged expedient, one capital inducement to 
that end, fuggefted by the officers, will ceafe if it is longcx 
delayed. It is a matter of coniiderable importance, and of 
which I wifli to be fatisfied as fooa as poflible. — I ihould alfo 
be happy in their determination refpccling the marq^uis De la 
P'ayctte. He is more and more folicitous to be in adtual fer- 
vicc, and is preffing iu his applications for a command-— I 
ventured before to fubniit my fcntimcnts upon the meafure ; 
and I ftill fear a refufal will not onlv induce him to return 
in difguft, but nriay involve fome unfavorable confequences, 
— There are now fome vacant diviCons in the army, to one 
of which he may be appointed, if it (]jpuld be the pleafure of 
Congrefs. I am convinced he poffefles a large /hare of that 
military ardor which generally cliaraderifes the nobility of 
his country. He went to Jerfey with general Greene, and I 
find he has not been ina6live there. This you will perceive 
by the following extra cl from a letter ju ft received from ge- 
neral Greene. 

<' The marquis, with about four hundred militia and the 
rifle corps, attacked die enemy's piquet laft evening, killed 
about twenty, wounded many more, and^ook about twenty 

prifoners. 
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prifoners. The marquis is charmed with the fpirited beha^ 
yior of the milkia and rifle corps ; — dicy drove the enemy 
about half a mile, and kept the ground until dark. The 
enemy's piquet confifted of about three hundred, and were 
Reinforced during the ikirmifh. — The marcjuis is determine4 
to be in the way of danger/' 

* ^ * I muft requeft you to tranfmit me ^ qumber of 
|;»Unk commiffions as fooii as you have an opportunity to d^ 
\u There are feverai vacancies yet to fill ; and the officersi 
entitled to them are anxipus to ^)e appointed. The commif- 
fions I want (hould be under your fignature,and not Mr Han- 
cock's. I mention this, left you fliould fend any of the latter 
^at might remain. Thofe figned by you will be competent 
tjp all caf^s : thofe by Mr Hancock, only to fiich as happen-i 
^d during his prefidency ; and of thefe I have i^ow fome. 

November 27. — Inclofed you will receive a copy of genera^ 
Howe's letter in anfwer to mine of the fourteenth and twenty- 
third, which only came to hand laft night, and at an infiant 
when I was giving the cpmpiiffary of prifoners inftru<^ion$ 
forthwith to confine a number of the officers in pur hands, 
and to put the privates under very different reftriftions fron^ 
thofe they have been ufed to.— I am in hopes the treatment 
of ours will be much better in future. Mr Boudinot will 
-immediately tak^ meafures for releafing the officers on pa- 
role, that we may relieve an equal numbeip of ours. I fliould 
have been happy to liave efl^efted a general exchange, or a 
partial one : but generakHowe will not upon any terms but 
thofe he hafs ever infilled on. 

The enemy have got up feverai pf their (hips to the city. 
It is likely they have fpund a paffage through the chevaux-do* 
frife, or they may have removed them^ 

\ haye d>e honor to be, Sec. G. W, 
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Head-^QuarterSy JVhite-MarJJi^ Decembgr I, 1777. 

Sir, 

ON SATURDAY I had the honor to receive yomr 
favor of the twcnty-fixth ultimo, with its inclofures. — The 
Tcfolve of the twenty-fifth I have puHifhed in orders, a^ec- 
aMe to dire£lion> and fliall be happy if Congrefs can fall upon 
meafures to render the fituation of the officers and foldiery 
more digiWe than what it now is. At prefent it is truly dif- 
treffing : and, unlefs fome means can be devifed to fiippart 
Aem more comfortably, we {hall have to apprehend the moft 
alarming confequcnces. The officers, or at leaft a large pro- 
portion of them, as well as the men, are in a moft difagree- 
able . condition as to clothing, and without any certain pro- 
fpedl of rdief : and, what is ftill more painful,— if perchance 
they have an opportunity of purchafing (which is feldom the 
cafe), they have the mortification to find themfelves totally 
incompetent to it, from the depreciation of our money, and 
the exorbitant prices demanded for all articles in this way. — 
This is the fource of great uneafinefs, of indifference to the 
fervice, and of repeated (I may fay, daily) applications to 
leave it, and tbefe too by as good officers as are in the Ame- 
rican line. 

In refpefl to promotions for merit and intrepidity, I 
would beg leave to obferve, that, though thefe arc proper 
confiderations to found them upon, yet they fhould be made 
with the greateft paution and attention, and only in cafes of 
the moft eminent and diftinguifhed fervices. Every promo- 
tion or rife out of common courfe cannot fail to excite unea- 
finefs in a greater or leffer degree : and nothing will recon- 
cile them to the army at large, and particularly the officers 
more immediately afFeSed by them, — but where the caufes 
are known and acknowledged. — This I mention from my 
wifties to promote the public intereft, from my knowing that 
harmony is efiential to this end, and from no other motive? 
whatever. 

Before 
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Before the receipt of your favor, I do not recoUefl: to have 
heard of John Simper's cafe. His brother has not been with 
me. As foon as he arrives, I fliall give directions for him 
to be releafcd from his prefent confinement, and to be for- 
warded to Cecd county. 

I have nothing material to inform you of. — Lord Corn- 
wallis and ihe detachment under his command (mentioned in 
my laft) returned from Jerfey on thurfday. — We had re^fon 
to cxpe£l an attack fince, from our advices from the city, 
but have been difappointed.— General Greene has alfo joined 
me with all the troops that were with him, except Hunting- 
ton s brigade, which will be in to-day, 

I have the honor to be, &c, G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters, White- MarJIi^ Dec* lO, 1777. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you, that, in the courfc 
of laft week, from a variety of intelligence, I had reafon to 
expedl that general Howe was preparing to give us a gene- 
ral a£lion. Accordingly, on thurfday night he moved from 
the city with all his force, except a very inconfiderable part 
left in his lines and redoubts, — and appeared the next morn- 
ing on Chefnut-hill, in front of, and about three miles dif- 
tant from, our right wing. As foon as their pofition was dif- 
covercd, the Pennfylvania militia were ordered from our 
right, to fkirmiih with their light advanced parties ; and I am 
forry to mention that brigadier -general Irvine who led them 
on had the misfortune to be wounded and to be made prifo- 
ner. — Nothing more occurred on that day. 

On 'friday night the enemy chan;Ted their ground, and 
moved to our left, within a mile of our line, where they re- 
mained quiet and advantageoufly pofted the whole ot the next 
day. On funday they inclined ftill further to our left ; and, 
from every appearance, there was reafon to apprehend they 
were determined on an aftion — In this movement, their ad- 
vanced and flanking parties were warmly attacked by colonel 

Morgan 
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Morgan and his corps, and alfo by the Maryland militia tuw 
der colonel Gift,^Their lofs I cannot afcertain : but I am 
informed it was confiderable, having regard to the number of 
the corps wlio engaged them.-^About funfet, after various 
inarches and counter-marches, they halted ; and I ftill fuppof* 
frd, from their difpofi^ion and preceding manoeuvres, that they 
vould attack us in the night or early the next morning : bu^ 
in this I was miilakeut 

On monday afternoon they began to move again, and, in^ 
ilead of advancing, filed off from their right ; and the firft 
certain account that I could obtain of their intentioiis wai 
that they were in full march towards Philadelphia by two op 
three routes. — .1 immediately detached light parties after them 
fo fall upon their rear : but they were not able to come up 
with them. 

The enemy's lofs, as I have obferved, I cannot ^fc^rtain. 
One account from the city is that five hundred wounded ha4 
been fent in s another is that eighty-two waggons had gone 
jn with men in this fituation. Thefe, I fear, are both exag* 
gerated, and not to be depended upon. — We loft twenty-feven 
men in Morgan's corps, killed and wouiideil, befide^; major 
Morris, a brave and gallant officer, who is among the latter, 
Of the Maryland militia there were alfo fixteen or feveftteeq 
wounded. — I have not received further returns yet. 

I fmcerely wifti that they had made an attack, as the iffuo, 
in all probability, — from the difpofition of our tfoops, and 
the ftrong fituation of our camp, — would have been fortunate 
and happy. At the fame time I muft add, that rcafon, pru-i 
dence, and every principle of policy, forbad us quitting our 
port to attack them. Nothing but fuccefs would have jufti^ 
fied the meafure : and this could not be expcfted from their 
pofttion. 

The conftant attention and watching I was obliged to give 
the enemy's movements would not allow me to write before : 
and this I believe was the lefs material, as I have reafon tq 
think yo^r cpr^i^iitee vyho wer^ in ca<pf moft gf th? time, 
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And who are now here^ tranfmJtted an account of fuch oc- 
currences as they deemed imfJoitant in any degree. The 
firft caufe too, fir, and my engagements with the committee 
previous to the coming out of the cnt'my, will, I truft, fuf* 
ficiciitly apologife for my not acknowledging before the ho* 
tior of your favors of the thirtieth ultimo and the Erfl inflast^ 
which came to hand in due order and time* 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W« 



Sir, Head'QjuarUrs^ ValUy-Farge^ January 2, ^7784 

I TAKE the liberty of introducing major John Clarke^ 
'the bearer of this, to your notice. He entered the fervice at 
the commencement of the war, and has for fome time paft 
a£led as aide-de-camp to major-general Greene. He is aftive^ 
fenfible, and enterprifing^ and has rendered me very great 
affiftance fince the army has been in Pennfylvania, by procur-*. 
ing me conftant and certain intelligence of the motions and 
intentions of the enemy.— It is fomewhat uncertain whcthci" 
the ftate of the major's health will admit of his remain-*! 
ing in the military line : if It (hould, I may perhaps have 
occafion to recommend him in a more particular manner to 
the favor of Congrefs at a future time. At prefent, I can 
affure you that if you (hould, while he remains in the neigh- 
borhood of York, have any occafion for his fervices, yoU 
will find hiln not only willing but very capable of executing 
any. of your commands. 
I have the honor to be, &c. C* W- 



Sir, Valley-Forgei January 5, 1778. 

I YESTERDAY evening had the honor of your* 
favor of the firft inftant, with its feveral inclofurcs. — The 
letter you allude to, from the committee of Congrefe and 
board of war, came to hand on faturday morning : but it 
does not mention the regulations adopted for removing the 
I di^rjultie^ 
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difficulties and failures in the commiflary line. I ti'uft they 
will be vigorous, or the army cannot exift. It will never 
anfwer, to procure fup plies of clothing or pro vi (ion by coer- 
cive meafures : — the fmall feizures made of the former a 
few days ago in confequence of the moft preffing and ab- 
folute neceffity, — when that, or to dilTolve, was the alterna- 
tive, — excited the greateft alarm and uneafinefs even among 
our beft and warmell friends. Such procedures may give 
a momentary relief ; but, if repeated, will prove of the moft 
pernicious confequence. Befides fpreading difafFedtion, jea- 
loufy, and fear in the people, they never fail, even in the 
moft veteran troops -under the moft rigid and exadl difci- 
pline, to raife in the foldlery a difpofition to licentioufnefc, 
to plunder and robbery, — difficult to fupprefs afterwards, and 
which has proved not only ruinous to the inhabitants, but» 
in many inftances, to armies themfelves. — I regret the occa- 
fion that compelled us to the meafure the other day ; and 
fhall confider it among the greateft of our misfortunes, if we 
ihould be under the neceffity of pra^lifing it again. 

I had received from the board of war a copy of the refo- 
lutions of the twenty-ninth ulrimo, and pubiiflied fuch parts 
in orders as were diredlcd. I fhall endeavor, as far as poffi- 
ble, to carry the intention of Coiigiefs into execution, re- 
fpefiing the extra pay, and to prevent any from receiving it, 
who do not come under their defcription. — The three packets 
with commiffions came fafe to hand. 

I have the honor to he, 6cc. G. W. 

I am now under the neceffity of keeping fevcral parties 
from the army threftiing grain, that our fupplics may not 
fail : — but this v/ill not do. — As to meat, our ftock is triffing, 
not being fufficicnt for more than two days, if fo long, with 
the moft {paring economy. 
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Sir, Vallej'Forge^ Jammry 9, I778« 

I YESTERDAY evening had the honor to receive 
your favor of the fifth hiftant, with its mclofurcs. — ^Thc 
power Congrefs have been pleafed to vefl: me with, for ap« 
pointing aides-de-camp, I fliall ufe with economy, and I will 
not appoint more at any time than fhall be neceffary and ef- 
fential to advance the public intereft. Any future appoint- 
ments that may be material wiH be made out of the line of 
the army, if circumftancfes will allow iL In general this has 
been the cafe. 

The proceedings of Congrefs for the detention of general 
Burgoyne and army, or rather fufpending their embarkation, 
till the convention of Saratoga is explicitly ratified and noti- 
fied by the court of Britain, fliall remain fccret here till they 
arc duly announced by Congrefs. — This procedure, when 
known to the general, will chagrin him much : for I learn 
by a letter from general Heatli, that the refufal to let his 
troops embark at Rhode-Ifland or in the Sound had given 
him fome uneaiinefs.— Ihave nothing of importance to com- 
municate ; and have only to add that I have the honor to be, 
with great refpeft, &c. G, W, 

P. S. The great diverfity of opinions prevailing, as to the 
operation which the refolves of the thirtieth ultimo and firft 
inftant fhould have, which give a month's extra pay, makes 
it neceffary for me to requeft Congrefs to defcribe with cer- 
tainty and precifion the perfons who they intended fliould 
be the particular objefts of their benevolence. Without this, 
I am certain I fliall not be able to execute the refolves accord- 
ing to their intention, and in a manner that will be agreeable 
to the army. 

If fuch oflBcers and men as were in camp when the re- 
folves were paffed, and who continue the whole winter, are 
the only obje<£ls to be benefited, it is urged that many who 
have difcharged their duty with fidelity, — who have expe- 
rienced a fevere campaign to that time or till a few days be- 
fore, — who may be now out of camp, and yet be here 

in 
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in the comie of the winter,-*»will be excludcdi Fon cji- 
ample^ all officers and men on furlough, though they {k6tM 
have been long from their homes before,-**perhaps much 
longer^ in many inftances, than many who remainr**and 
whofe private and family ncceflities oblige them to be ab- 
fent,**i.thofe who have fallen fick from their fervices^ and 
uvho are in hofpitals or the country,— detachments on com- 
mand, — thefc would be excluded. Such difcriminations, I 
believe, will give great difguft and uncafinefs.— It is diffi- 
cult, in c^fes of tliis nature, to draw a proper line of dif-» 
tinftion^ and impoffiblQ to do it in fuch a way as to giy^, 
fatisfadliou, 

I do not mean to enlarge upon the fubjeft : my orily wifH 
is to ha.ve it precifcly afcertained, who are to be incljaded aod 
paid, and who are not, under the refolves, that I may not oit 
tfie ope hand a6l contrary to public inlentloa, and on thd 
Other give c^iife of complaint, and perhaps do wrong to indi-* 
Vrjualsi 

Knowing the difficulty of drawing a proper. line^ and the 
difguft and murmurings that ever attend difcrimiaations,-r* 
Were I to advife upon tlie fubjedl, only fuch officers andaneu 
ihould be excluded (fince extra pay has been detcrn^Jned on) 
as are abfent from camp without rcgukir authority, or fuch 
as may abufe indulgencies regularly obtained. 

It has been obferved by fome^ and perhaps with propriety^ 
that there are officers and. men now in campj or who may be 
fliortly in^ who have no fiiperior claim to merit, — whofe af- 
fairs are not fo preffing, or who have already had indulgen- 
ties, — or w^ho, from tJieir being nearer their friends and 
connexions, have had opportunities of feeing them fre^ 
quentlyi of ordering tlieir concerns, and viiiting their 
homes once, twice, or perhaps oftener in the campaign^ — -. 
Whilft they who were more remote were precluded frp^n any 
of thefe advantages, and were conftantly on duty* / Thefe 
cotifiderations will have their weight in the fcale of difguft . 
"With the parties IntercftecL— For my part, though the re-^,. 
folv.es wer« founded in principles of generofity,— -were io- • 

tended 
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tended to reward merit, and promote the ferviGe>--'from the 

difficulties attending the execution, I wiih they had nfever 

been made, efpecially as I believe officers aad men would in 

a little time have become tolerably w«ll reconcilied to their 

quarters. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. G* W. 



Sir, Valley-Forge^ January 12, 1^73* 

AS I do not recoUedl with precifion whether any, or 
•whatrefolutions have been made by Congrefs refpefting cap- 
tures by the army or detachments of it, and not having all 
their pi-oceedings vvith me, with which I have been honored 
from time to time, to affift my inquiries upon thfei f\ibje£b,-i* 
I muft take the liberty to requeft that they will determine, and 
favor me with their decifions upbn, the following "points : 

1. What articles captured are to be confidcrcd as publBc 
property ? 

2. Whether articles captured by parties or detachments, 
not determined public property* are to be diftributed or fold 
for the benefit of the army at large, or are to be confidered 
as the fole and exclufive right of the captors ? 

3. If, in 'general inftances, fuch articles as are takenj and 
Svhich are not confidered public propetty, are determined to 
be the fole and exclufive right of the captors,— are ftation* 
ary detachments, who, from tlieif Ctuation, have much more 
than a common chance of making prir.es, ti6" be confidered 
upon the fame footing ? ' 

4. If there is to be a diftindlion between ftationary and 
other detachnients,— and the former are denied an exclufive 
right to the captures they make,— what proportion of tlxe ar* 
tides are they to have ? 

I have been induced to ftate the iabove queftions on ac^ 
count of fome difficulties that have arifen re(pe<3ing the 
prize taken by the detachment at Wilmington under general 
Small wood, that the fame may be determined, and certain 

Vol. IL Q^ principles 
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principles eftablijfhed, to govern in like and future cafes.— 
In the inftance of this prize, as the baggage taken (from ge- 
neral Smallwoqd's and the ofEcei's' reprefentation) will be 
but inconfiderabie. when divided among thcmfelves, I have 
confented that they ihall have it at a jiift appraifement and 
diftrilxition, and have direded him to have die whole, and the 
value, properly inventoried, that fuch order may be made re- 
fpefting the latter, as the deciiions of Congrefs may juftify 
and point out. I have alfb directed the fale of the brig, as 
I underftand fome offers have been made for her, and as her 
fltuatlon may be coniidered hazardous and pre^carious. 
. Befides the brig taken at Wilmington, a vcflel has ftrand- 
ed at Rqedy-Ifland with goods on board. It is faid a quan- 
tity of rum> fome bales of cloth, a number of hats, and 
tfome otiier articles (all wanted by the army), have been taken 
out of her by the militia, particularly thofe of Kent coun- 
ty. - Tbefe general Small wood is endeavoring to find, that 
they may be of public benefit. 

I have the honoi* to be, &c. G, W. 



Sir, Head-Quaricrsy January 1^^ ^778- 

THIS. wHl be. delivered to you by the chevalier De 
»Mauduit du 'Pleijis,. who,was among the firfl: French officers 
-that joined the army of the United States. The gallant con- 
du£i: of this young gentleman at Brandiwinc, Germantown, 
.'and his diftinguifhed fervices p,t; Fprt-Mercer where he unit- 
ed the offices of engineer and commandant of artillery, en- 
/title him tP the, particular notice of Congrefs. —He made fe- 
:veral judicious alterations in the works at Red-bank, fhewed 
-great good conduft during the a£lion in which the Heffians 
were rcpiilfed, and was fpoken of, in confequence, in terms of 
the higheft applaufe, by the commanding officer of the poff. 
— After the evacuation was determined upon, he became the 
means of faving fome valuable artillery and ftorcs, and cheer- 
fully undertook, as volunteer, the hazardous operation, of 

blowing 
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blowing up the magazine, 6cc, without the apparatus ufual- 
ly provided upon fuch occafions.— I muft further add in 
monfieur Du Pleffis* favoi^, that he poffefles a degree of 
modefty not always found in men who have performed 
brilliant aftions. It is with pleafure therefore that I recom- 
mend it to Congrefs to grant him a brevet of lieutenant-colo* 
nei, — a reward due to his merit, and which will not have the 
inconvenience of occafioning any diffatisfailion in the corps 
to which he belongs. 

As fome particular circumftances have prevented monfieur 
Du Pleffis waiting upon Congrefs fooncr, I hope there will 
be no diflSculty in antedating the brevet, fo that the recom-» 
/penfe may more immediately follow the ferviges which he has 
done. At the fame time, that there may not be any uneafi- 
nefs on the part of monfieur Fleury whom Congrefs have 
been pleafed to reward in the fame way, and as their times 
of fervice are nearly equal in France, I would propofe that 
monfieur Du Pleffis' brevet fhould bear the fame date, viz. 
the twenty-fixth of November. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Falley-Forgey January 31, 1778* 

I HAVE been honored with your feveral favors of 
the fourteenth, nineteenth, twenty-fecond and twenty-fifth in- 
ftant, in due order, with their inclofures^ which fhall have 
my attention* My application in preparing and digefting 
matters for the confideration of the committee who are now 
in camp prevented me acknowledging them before. — The 
packet for governor Livingfton, which accompanied the firft 
two, I tranfinitted him the next day by a careful hand, and 
hope it got fafe to him. 

The inclofcd copy of a letter and memorial from general 

>'Forman I would take the liberty of laying before Congrefs. 

—Supplying the army with fait is a matter of infinite nn- 

portance ; and if it can be accompli ilied, it Is very much to 

Q 2 \ b^ft 
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be defiled. — How far general Forman may fucceed in his 
experiments, I cannot determine : but, from every account, 
iUcve is a favorable profpcft of his manufadiuring a con- 
fidera/ble quantity of this neceflary and effential article. -r-For 
the greater fecurity of the works againft the enemy's teaders, 
&c, he prays to be furnifhed with a guard of fifty men* His 
requifitiort is fubmitted to Congrefs ; and they will be pleaf- 
cd to determine upon it in fuch manner as they may thiak 
proper.— I have the honor to be, &c. G- W. 



Sir, Falley^-Forgey February ^^ I77^- 

ON the ultimo I had the honor to receive 

your favor of the twenty-feventh, with the copies alluded toi 
*— As the proceedings of Congrefs in this inftancc fcem tt> 
imply that our unfortunate people in the hands of the etief^Ay 
are to be viftualled by us, I have only to wifh that the fup» 
plies may be conftant and plentiful. I have tranfmitted your 
letter to Mr. Boudinot who is out of camp, and have re<juc(t- 
cd his moft pointed attention to the bulinefs. I have alfo 
written to general Howe upon the occafion, and inclofed 
him one of the copies.-7-In my next I fhall take the liberty 
of tran{mitting you a copy of my letter to him on this head, 
and of fome others which have lately paffed between us. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

p. S. I wifh a fupply of money to be fent as fobn a^ poffi- 
ble. .Our diftreffes for want of it are not eafily to be de- 
fcribed. What Mr. Palfrey brought with him was not fuffi- 
cient to pay the troops for November> by two hundred and 
fifty or three hundred tlioufand dollars. The demands were 
tmmenfc, inoft of the eafteiTi troops having had folit or five 
months* pay due to them, and fome, uiore. The-army now 
in general has three months' pay in arrear, excluilve of the 
mmuh's extra pay; and, befides this, the quarter-mafter is 
prefTing for large draughts for the purpol'es of his depart- 
ment, tiiough he has received a pro]>ortioa of the moacy 
which eatne with Mr, Palfrey. 
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Sir, Valley*ForgSy February 8, 1778. 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favor of the 
third inftant, and with its inclofure. 

As general M*Dougal's late fevere Jllnefs and prefent fee^ 
We ftate will not permit him to proceed on the intended ex- 
curfion into Canada, baron De Kalb will follow the marquis 
agreeable to his \^^i{h and the diredlion of Congrefs. 
' According to the promife contained in my laft, I take the 
liberty of tranfmitting you copies of fuch letters as have lately 
paiTed between general Howe and myfelf. 

February 12.— Since writing the above, I have received 
another letter from general Howe, of the fifth inftant, a copy 
of .which, and of my anfwer, you have alfo inclofed. By 
thefe you will perceive that he has propofed a general ex- 
change of prifoners, and that I have acceded to it, — I have 
wiitten to Mr, Boudinot, commiffafy in this line, requiring 
his return to camp ; and (hall give him diredlions to purfue 
the moft fpeedy meafures for accompli (liing this bufinefs, fo 
interefting to the unhappy officers and men in general Howe's 
hands, and to the caufe of humanity. — There are fome other 
matters, as you will difcover, wbicb I could not enter upon. 
. The fituatioii of the affairs of the army has not till lately 
made it convenient to go into the inquiry diredled by the reiblve 
of the twenty-eighth of November, of the lofTes of the Forts 
Montgomery and Clinton in the flate of New- York, and of, 
Fort-Mifflin on Delaware. With refpefl: to the two former, it 
happens that almoft all die principal ofEcers acting in that 
quarter were in fome way or other fo far concerned in the 
3affajr,as to make them improper for profecuting the inquiry, 
J therefore propofe tp fend ofiScers from this army, If his 
health will permit, 1 fhould wifh general M'Dougal to pre- 
dde. His thorough knowledge of thofe pofls and all their 
connexions qualifies him in a peculiar manner for the pur-r 
pofe.— I have written to him on the fubjedl. 
' With refge(9:.tx)^Fort-Mifflin,-the inquiry involves very 

,Q.^. . . ,/.cV9nftve 
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extcnfive confiderations, and, more or lefs, affedts almoft 
all the general officers in this army, whofe advice and con- 
currence in the mcafures taken make them in fome degree 
parties. The mode, in my opinion, moft un-exceptionable to- 
be purfued, is for Congrefs to authorife a committee of their 
own body, or to delegate any otlier perfons they may chufe 
to entrufl, not conneGcd with the operations of this army, to 
go into the bulinefs. 

February 14, — Yourfcveral favors of the feventh, and that 
of the eighth inftant, were duly received yefterday evening. 
— As foon as circumftanccs will admit, I fhall appoint a 
court-martial in the cafe direfted, and (hall notify the parties 
concerned of the fame. — The oath, which Congrefs have 
prefcribed to be taken by the officers of the army, I ihall pub-, 
lifii in general orders, and the mode how it is to be done, 
ivith direflions about the certificates. — I (hall extend colonel 
Pyer's furlough to the firft of April, as required, 

I htive the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sir, Head' Quarters, Valley-FGrge^ Feb, 27, 1778, ' 

I AM now to acknovv'ledge the honor of your feveral 
favors of the eighteenth, nineteenth, and twenty-firft inftant, 
which, with their, refpeftive inclofures, have been duly re- 
ceived. 

In compliance with the refolution of Gongrefs of the fifth 
inftant, tranfiTiitrcJ in your letter of the feventh, 1 was about 
to take meafures for appointing a court-martial and bringing 
on the trials which they dirc6l. But on recurring to the pa-» 
pers you were pleafed to fend me, I do not find that the 
committee have made any particular charp;es againPt the of- 
ficcrs who are co be i\\c objects ot trial. lu wns pr<;hahlv the 
intention of Congrefs that thefe charges ihould be laid by me. 
;^Ut as I might err in doing it, and not fully correspond with 
their views in the matter, — crpecially as it w^ould require conr 
fidcra'ple time 'ana thought to make myfeif fvifiicicntly ac. 
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<j«aintecl with it from the patpers colle£led, -I fliouldthiiik it- 
would be moft adyifable for Congrefs to ftate explicitly the 
charges they wifli to have exhibited againft the officers re-" 
fpe£lively j and then the bufinefs may be proceededon with,, 
propriety. 

Bcfides the above reafons which operate generally againft:' 
my.e5chibiting the charges, — in the particular inftance of ge- 
neral Schuyler, it is impoflible for me to do it, as I do not 
know what inftrudlions he had received from Congrefs from 
time to time as to the objeds of his command,nor precifely 
what thefe were. Thefe appear to me neceflary to be known, 
and eflential to carry on a profecution againft him. 

When , Congrefs fhall have arranged thefe points, and are 
pleafed to honor me with them, I will purfue the fpeedieft 
meafures to bring on the trials. — The fooner this can be 
done, the better, as fome of the parties are extremely anxious, 
and ftrongly importune it. ' 

Baron Steuben has arrived at camp. He appears to be much 
of a gentleman, and, as far as I have had an opportunity of 
judging,, a man of military knowledge, and acquainted with 
the world. 

The inclofed extract: of a letter from general Putnam will 
fhew how great the diftrefles are in that quarter for want of 
money. He has defcribed their neceflities fo fully, that it is 
unneceflary for me to add upon the fubjed ; 1 fhall only ob- 
ferve that his account is more than juftified by many other 
letters, and that I am perfuaded the earlieft poflible fupply 
will be forwarded, that the very important and interefting 
works carrying on there may not be the leaft retarded. 

I am under fome embarrafTments refpedling the thirteenth 
Virginia regiment. It was raifed on the weft fide of the 
Allegany and towards Pittsburg, with affurances from the 
officers, it is faid, that the men fliould not be drawn from 
that quarter.— This circumftance, added to the difturbances 
by the Indians, and the expofed fituation of their families, 
has been the caufe of great dpferticns, z^nd is at prefent the 

0^4 fource 
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foufce of ipuch uneafinefs, and the more fo, as part Qf the 
regiment was never marched from thence.-^l think the 
"whoje fhpuld be umteB either Iiere or there, and wifh Con-* 
grefs to dirndl me upon tlip fubj^Q:,— At tiie fame time th^ 
their gafe, if truly reprefented, feems to be hard, and to me- 
rit the indulgence they claim, I would obfcrve that the 
twelfth regiment from the weilern parts of the fame ftate,, 
and the eighth and twelfth Pennfylvani^ from die frontier 
counties of this, have fiir.ilar pretenfiops, ^nd might becomie 
iineafy, and. apply for a like indulgence. 

Agreeable to the directions of Congrefs,. I fhallfend a 
major-general to Rhadejfland, though the number of oflBcers 
here of this rank, f)om one caufe and another, is great-? 
ly reduced, apd more fo th^a it ought to be in point of 
policy, . , 

Our lofs of matrofles, the laft campaign, in killed ^X^i 
pounded, wa3 confiderablc ; arid it has not been a little in- 
creafed this winter by defprtions from colopel Prpdler's 
corps. From thefp circumftances, we are very vveak in thi« 
Jine ; and I requeft fhat Congrefs will be pleafed to order 
.colonel Harrifon's regiment of artillery to march from Vir-r 
ginia as early as the roads will admit, ai;d joip this army.. 

I b^jive the honor tq be, &c, G. W, 



Sir, VciUey-Fc^rgey March T, 1778. 

I TAKE the liberty of tranfmitting you copies of 
three letters from general Howe, of the fourteeiich and twenT 
ty-firft ultimo, and of the Iccpnd inftanj:, with their inclofures, 
— The unhappy violation of the flag of truce hiis laid us uht 
der no fmall cmbarrailmenrij, and has aftbrdcd thp eiiemy goo4 
grouxjds fpr complaint and triumph a^ the fame time. Thi^ 
hovvever is the natural confequence, and mvirt ever be tho 
caff, where different powers -counterhdl each other in mat« 
ters of jhe moft delicate importance.-r-Thcie are fomc cir- 
f:umftances,atte|iduig this affair, which it may pofubly be ii^v . 
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ihe power of Congrefs to throw light upon. — If ihcy can, t 
Ihall be obliged by their affiftance. 

March 8.-^In confcquence of the letters wBich have lately 
pailed between general Howe arid myfelf,— particuliiiiy thofer 
of the fifth and tenth ultimo, copies of which \ had the ho- 
nor to tranfmit you in mine of the eighth, contiftued to the 
fourteenth, — I was about to fend commiffioners to meet thofe 
appointed by general Howe for adjufting the difputed points 
between us, carrying into execution an exchange of prifoners, 
and improving the old cartel, as far as it might be praftic- 
able, for their better accommodation in future. This meeting 
was to be on the tenth inftant : but, yefterday morning, Dun- 
Jap's paper of the fourth being put into my hands, I found 
that a refolution had been made the twenty fixth of February, 
calling for all accounts againft prifoners in our hands, and 
declaring that no exchange Ihould ts^ke place, till the ba- 
lance .due thereon to the United States is difchargcd. Some 
of the flates are not required to exhibit their claims till the 
^:fi^ft of June.r-^The time that would be taken to adjuft them, 
and make a delivery of the prifoners, would more than ex- 
Jiauft alji the enfuing fijirmpr. 

This refolution I cannot cpnfider as an intended infraftion 
of my engagements with general Howe : yet its operation is 
diametrically oppofite both tg the fpirit and letter of the pro- 
pofitions made on my part, and acceded to on his. I fupr 
pofed myfelf fully authorifed " by the inftrudions and in- 
tentions" of Gongrefs to a-ft as I did : and I now conceive 
that the public as well as my own perfopal honor arid faith 
are pledged for' the performance. 

By the dircdion- of Congrefs, I in the firft inftance ftipu- 
lated with general Howe an exchange of prifoner?,^- officer 
for officer, of equal I'ank,— 'foldier for foldief,— and citizen 
for citi7.cn ' Tin's agreement they have ever apprqrved, ancf 
repeatedly declared thtii willingnefs to carry into e^cfciition. 
rr- Their refolution of the twenty-fourth of March laft em- 
ppwgred mfi (on condition of general Lee, being <3eclared ex- 
changeable) 
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changeable) not only ** to proceed^^ to the exchange of prifon-* 
efs according to the principles and regulations of the cartel 
before agreed on, but alfo to enter into fuch further princi- 
ples and regulations as (hould appear to me moft proper and 
advantageous. A fubfequent refolution of the iixth of June 
holds I'jrch the fame language, fandions my conduft and 
realonings in the negotiations about that time on the fubje6tj 
and directs an adiierence to them. — No event has occurred 
iince that period, by which I could conclude there was any 
alteration in the views of Congrefs : — fo far from it, that all 
my late letters breathing the lame fpirit with the former, and 
pointedly fignifying mv wiih to bring about a general ex- 
change, — it not with an exprefs, — at Icaft met with a tacit ap- 
probation. — General Howe at length, by profeffion, if not 
in reality, is willing to perform the agreement on the condi^ 
tions requiied by me, and confirmed by thcln. 

It may be faid, that, with whatever powers I was origin- 
ally veiled to negotiatean exchange, the refolution of the nine- 
teenth of December laft was an abridgment of- them, fo far 
as to annex a new condition, — the fettlement and payment 
of accounts previous to its taking place. — I had no concep- 
tion of this being the caie in the prefent inftance, however 
the let.er may warrant the conflrudion. Befides the common 
principle of preventing the inconveniences neceffarily refuhing 
from allowing the enemy to make their payments in paper 
currency, 1 had reafon to imagine that general Burgoyne's 
army was more particularly the objcdt of the concluding 
claufe. This interpretation I the moic readily adopted ; for, 
exclufive of the offairs of fhiit army, I verily believed, that, 
from the confufcd clelc6tive fcate of our accounts relating to 
prifoners, there would be a conliderahlc balance in favor of 
Mr. Howe. Nor was the firuation of our accounts the only 
reafon for tins belief: -tiio prii'jncrs in our hands, efpecially 
thofe weft ward of the Delaware, as I am informed, have 
been in a great meafure fupnortcd l.y their cvv^n labor, and at 
the expenic of the enemy, who have had agents conilantiy 

among 
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among us.— If this is the cafe, the reafon of the refolvc not 
applying, the efFeft ought not of courfe. 

But perhaps it may be thought contrary to our intereft 
to go into an exchange, as the enemy would derive more 
immediate advantage from it than weftiould.— This I Ihall 
not deny : but it appeared to me, that, on principles of ge- 
nuine, extenllve policy, independent of the confideration$ of 
compaffion and juflice, we were under an obligation not to 
elude it. I have the befl: evidence that an event of this kind 
is the general with of the country :-— I know it to be the wiflx 
of the army ; and no one can doubt that it is the ardent wifh 
of the unhappy fufferers therafelves. We need only confult 
the tide of humanity, and thefympathies natural to thofe con- 
ne<9:ed by the cements of blood, intereft, and a common 
dread of evil, to be convinced that the prevailing current of 
fcntiment demands an exchange. If the country, the army, 
and even the prifoners themfelves, had a precife idea of our 
circumftances, and could be fully fenfible of the difodvan-- 
tages that mi^ht attend the giving our enemy a confiderable 
reinforcement without having an equivalent, they might per- 
haps be willing to make a facrifice of their feelings to the 
motives of policy. But they have not this knowledge, and 
cannot be entrufted with it ; and their reafonings, of necet 
Cty, will be governed by what they feel. 

Were an opinion once to be eftablifhed (and the enemy 
and their emiffaiies know very well how to inculcate it, if 
they arc furnilhed with a plaufible pretext), that we defigned- 
ly avoided an exchange, — it would be a caufe of diflatisfac- 
tion and difguft to the country and to the army, — of refent- 
ment and dcfpcrationao Qur captive officers and foldiers :— 
to fay nothing of the importance of not hazarding our national 
QharacSler hut upon the moft folid grounds, efpecially in our 
embryo (late, from the influence it may have on our affairs 
abroad, — it may not be a little dangerous to beget in tlie minds 
pf our own countrymen a lufpicion that we do not pay the 
ftn^^teil obfa'vance to the maxims of honor and good faith. 

It 
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It IS prudent to ufe the greateft caution not to (liock the 
notions of general jufticc and humanity, univerfal among 
mankind, as well in a public as a private view. Ir^ a bufi* 
ncfs on the fide of which the paffions are fo much concerned 
as in the prefcnt, men would be readily difpofcd to believe^ 
the worft, and cheriih the moft unfavorable concluj&ons. 
Were the letters that have pafled between general Howe and 
myielf from firft to laft, and the proceedings of Congrefs on 
the fame fubje6i, to be publlfhed with proper comments, it Is 
much to be feared, — if the exchange fhould be deferred tiU the 
terms of the laft refolve were fulfilled,— that it would be dif- 
ficult to prevent our being generally accufed with a breach 
of good faith. Perhaps it might be faid, that, while the 
enemy refufed us juftice, we fondly embraced the opportu- 
nity to be loud, perfevering, inceffant in our claims ; but the 
moment they were willing to render it, we receded from 
ourfelves, and ftartcd new difficulties. — This, I fay, might 
be the reafoning of fpeculative minds ; and they might con- 
fider all our profeflions as mere profeflions ; or, at beft, that 
intereft and policy were to be the only arbiters of their va- 
lidity. 

Imputations of this nature would have a tcjndeqcy to un- 
nerve our operations, by diminiftiing that refpeft and conii- 
dence which are eCcntial to be placed in thofq who are at the 
head of affairs either in the civil or military line. This, ad-, 
ded to the profpe^5l of hopelefs captivity, would be a great 
fJifcouragement to the fervice. The ill confcquence? of both 
would be immenf^, — by increafing the caufes of difcontent in 
the army, which are already too numerous, and mapy of 
ipvhich are in a great meafure unavoidable,-->-by fortifying 
Aatunwillingnefs which already appears too great, towards 
filtering into the fer/ice, and of courfe impeding the pro-» 
gfefs both of dni|ighting and recruiting,-^by deje&ing the 
courage of the foldiery, from an apprehenfion of the horrors 
0f captivity, — and finally by reducing thofe, whofe lot it is to 
drink the biticr cu-p, to a defpair which ciii? only find, relief 
■„. :. -• by 
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f^y renouncing their attachments and engaging with their 
captors. Thefe efFefts have aheady been experienced in 
part fi'om the obftacles that have lain in the way of exchan- 
ges : buCiif thefe obftacles were once to feeni the rcfult of 
fyftem, they would become ten-fold.-^Nothing has operated 
more difagreeabiy upon the mii^ds of the militia than the fear 
of captivity, on the footing it has hitherto flood. — What 
would be their reafonings, if'it (hould be thought to ftand 
upon a woffe ? 

If a prefent temporary intercft is td be a ruling principle, it 
. is eafy to prove that an exchange can never take place. Th* 
Gonftitution of our army in tefpedi to the term of fervic6 
for which Our men engage, and the dependence we atift 
obliged to place on the militia, muft forever operate againft 
XLS in exchanges, and forbid an equality of advantages* 
Should it be faid that there are times when it might be more 
peculiarly unequal and injurious, and that the prefent is fuch 
on account of the weak condition of our army,—.! anfwer 
that the delay neceffarily involved in the previous negotia* 
tion on the fubjedJ, in delivering the prifoners from time to 
time in fmall numbers and receiving others in their ftead, 
and the mode of delivery at dilFerent places, will nearly bring 
the matter to the point we could wifti, and give us leifure to 
rcinfoicc this arttiy (if it is to be done at all), fo as to obvi- 
ate in a great meafure the ill confequenccs apprehended. 

But if the argument of intereil 011 a partial fcale be purfued 
as far as it will go, not only the general confideration thrown 
out above, but fpecial ones appofite to every fituatiqn, wilL 
prefent themfelves, that we ought npt to exchange : — nonV 
we ought not, becaufeour army is weak !~^vi^hen thefeafou 
is more advanced, arid it is time for the campaign, to open, 
we>ought not, becaufe our ari"ny may be llrong,and it wilj 
be our bufincfs to avail ourfelves of our pwu llrength.and 
die enemy's weaknefs, to ftrike fome deciiive blow !— ^f tli^y^ 
by the proteflion of their (hipping and impregn:ible work?i^ 
jjhould be, able, ta baffle our aitenipts .till die period of rein- 
forcements 
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forcemcnts from Europe arrive, it will furcly then not be ouf 
intereft to add numbers and ftrength to an enemy already 
fufficiently numerous and ftrong !— Thus, by a parity of. 
reafoning, the golden aera will never come, which is to 
relieve the miferies of captivity. Our fcrvice rauft become 
odious ; thofe who are out of it will endeavor to keep fo ; 
and thofe who are in it will wi(h to get out of it : every pri- 
foner the enemy makes will be his foldier rather than fubmit 
to a rigorous and defpairing confinement* 

If we do not feize the prefent 'propitious moment when the 
neceffities of the enemy prefs them to reafonable terms, to 
form and eflablifh a liberal cartel, it is not impoffible, in the 
viciffitudcs and reverfes of w-ar, that a time may come when 
we (liould wifli we had embraced it, andintereft may ftrong- 
ly impel the enemy to decline it, except on the moft unequal 
conditions. True policy, as well as good faith, in my opi- 
nion, binds us to improve the occafion. 

There are however foihe ambiguities in general Howe's 
conduit, which require explanation, and ought t& put us 
upon our guard. — I determined to make the affair of citi- 
zens, — viz, to procure an exemption from captivity for them, 
if poffible, — or, if not, (lincc it cannot now be demanded as a 
matter of right) to fix their exchangeability upon the eafieft 
and moft unequivocal foundation, — an indifpenfable prelimi- 
nary to any further procedure ; and at the fame time to fecure 
the exchange of general Lee and all other officers who have 
been the particuhir objefts of exception. 

The interview intended between general Howe's coramif- 
lioners and thole on our part on the tenth inftant is now poft- 
poned. I cannot doubt that Congrefs, in prcfervation of 
die public faith and my pcH'onal honor, will remove all im* 
pediments that now oj>pofe theuifelves to my engagements, 
and that they will authorife mc, through commiiEoners ap- 
pointed for the purpoi'e, to negotiate a more extenfive and 
competent cartel, upon fuch principles as may appear advan- 
tageous and founded inneccllity, — any refolutions heretofore 

to 
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to the contrary notwithftar-ding ; and I muft requeft that 
they will favor me with their anfwer by the earlieft oppor- 
tunity. 

The work, from its nature, will be difficult. Two parties 
are concerned, whofc intcrefts are more than oppofite in a 
common view. — We fliall endeavor to a£l for the beft, and 
to promote the public fervice as far as poflible, though we 
may not be able to anfwer the expectations of all. But it 
ihould be remembered, that, although general Howe's want 
of men affords a profpeft of favorable terms, yet he will not 
be difpofed to facritice to it all confiderations of general ad- 
vantage in a contraft of fuch a nature ; and it is not even to 
be hoped that it can take place except on principles of mutual 
benefit. 

I perfuade myfelfthat the freedom I have taken in deliver- 
ing my fentiments fo fully upon this occafion will readily be 
excufed, as it proceeds from a delire to pliace the motives bf 
my conduit in a juft point of view, and from an opinion of 
duty that led me to a free difcufTion of a fubjecSl, which, con- 
fidered in all its lights,* will appear to comprehend confe- 
quences of the firfl: delicacy and magnitude. 

I have the honor to be, 3cc. " G. W. 



Sir, Head- Quarters, FalLy-Forge, A<farc/i g, l*j*j^^ 

I HAVE been tliis day favored with yours of the 
twenty -feventh of February, and of the fccond, third, and 
fourth inftant, which I fhall anfwer in their order. 

The removal of fo valuable a train of ficl'd artillery froni 
Albany to Farmington, as toa,[)lacc cf greater fecurity, was 
certainly a meafure highly proper ; and you may be affured 
that every precaution fliall be t:i?:cn to efcort them fafely 
.through Jerfey to this camp, when it is thought advifable 
to bring them hither. 

You miftook the intent of mine of the eighteenth of Fe- 
bruary. I did not mean to give you the trouble of making ^ 

return 
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teturn of. die Britifli officers who were exdniQgp4,'a^jftb^ 
convention. General Rcidefcl, as 1 iiifoi me4 yo*^, Vfff^jo 
mc to obtain liberty for him to make an exclia^age of fomfjrOf 
his fuite and other foreign officers, as tiiat liberty. hac}:;%jai 
allowed to the Briiiih. I did not chufe to give, him aay an- . 
fwer until I had applied to youv that I mighi know wht^er 
you had any rcafon for making fuch diftiniJiion: -^iid.as Jyou 
mifapprehcnded me, I (hall ftill be obliged to defer ^nf^vering 
him till I hear from you. — I think, confidering the great nunv 
her of officers of ouis who are in captivity, it is our intereft 
to exchange as many of their officers, prifoners under the 
convention, as\^e'can. 

Commiffioners from me nre to meet others frorn genpraj 
Howe on the thirty-tirfl: of diis month, to endeavor to fettl^ 
a general exchange of prifoneVvS. — Until we know the iflue of 
the negotiation, ii will be hardly worth while to alter the fi- 
tuation of the prifoners in Lancafter county. 

On the twcnty-feventh of February I had occafion to write 
to Congrefs, on tlic fubjecl of yours of the third. It was oc- 
cafioncd by a reprefcntation from the colonel of the thirteen A 
Virginia regime:. c wliich was raifed (as colonel AI*Kay's 
and X^ook^s were) to remain uj)on the frontier. Were this 
the cafe with onlv one regiment, I fliould not hefitate, cbn- 
lideringthc face of alfairs to tlie weftward, lo order it imme- 
rii-itcly to Forr-Piit or the neiirhborhood. But the' eighth 
and twelfth Pcnnfylv:;nia, and the twelfth and thirteenth Vir- 
ginia, all claim tlie fame right ; and if the indulgenbe is grant- 
ed to one, the others will be dlffatis&ed : and to fpare 'them 
all at this lime is'impoffiblc. 

To regain "the drferrers from thofc regiments is certainly'W 
very delrrable tiling ; and the mode you point out is tlie moft 
probable. But I fear, if rhofe men who are how here" find thaV' 
the dcfefters are not to be brought down to j^in'fRefr re'gi- 
Clients in camp^ that they may be induced to" go "off, 'in hopcV 
of obtaining the fame terms. Tcmifefs I am muchcilSbarraH-* 
cd by this matter, and Ihall be exceedinglj^'gl'ad'taVEJve^'^tl^ 
2 ^civice 
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•ilvic^ dild affiftanc^ of Congrefs and thci board upon the 
fuligedy before I come to any determination^ It is an evil 
that will cvct refult from enliftments for local fiurpofes, 
ti^hen it la not convenient to abide by the agreement. 

I fhall immediately tranfmit the papers, inclofed in yotirt 
of the fourth, to general Howe. / 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 

P. S. Several inftances having occurred, in which oflScers 
have drawn clothing from the clothier-general, not being 
entitled to it, — ^I fliall be glad, if any applications are made 
tb the board in future, that they will never give orders to 
any but fuch as bring tefUmonials from the brigadier or of- 
ficer conwnanding the brigade they belong to.— Some who 
jhave refigned have taken up clodiing on their return home* 



Sir, Falley-Forge, March 12, 1778* 

^ ON funday night I had the honor to receive your fa- 
vors of the firft and fifth inftant, with their inclofur^Si 
. I am happy to find that my paft condu6l refpeSing citi* 
zens, in the correfpondence between general Howe and my* 
felf, is approved by Congrefs. They may reft affurcd that 
their rights are ftrongly impreffed on my mind;, and thatji 
in all my tranfeckions, every fupport in my power fliall be 
given them. I know their importance ; and, in my expeftedt 
licgotiations with general Howe, if poflible, I will exempt 
citizens^ from captivity. However I cannot hope to eScQ: it^ 
as I cannot demand it as a matter of right* jQnce, Congrefs 
themfelves, in their original refolve dire£iing a propofition. 
to be mi^de for the exchange of prifoners, mentioned that o£ 
4iitizcn8,r->yhich implied a right of capturing diem. 

They may alfo be affured that general Lee will not be for- 
gotten. He has all along been a principal objed in difpute : 
and^ A||far from doing any thing injurious to him, his right to^ 
be exfljfti^ed, and hi$ releafement, are intended to be placed. 

ITi^.II. R upon 
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upon the mofl explicit j unambiguous footing. - Indeed, from 
the fpirit of general Howe's letters collectively taken, flxvcq 
his agreement to enlarge the officeis on parole in the firft in- 
ftancc, and his extenlion of it in the laft to an exchange,— 
though they are not free from ambiguities,-— it may be infer- 
red, that, on fending in lieutenant-colonel Campbell and the 
FJeflian' field-officers captured at Trenton, an exchange of all 
officers will immediately commence. It fecms to be a point 
"with him that it fliall begin with them, as they have been 
longeft in captivity. — I have taken the liberty to inclofe you 
copies of three letters which have juft pafled between general 
Howe and myfelf, more particularly concerning general Lee^ 
in which I have pufhed matters refpeding him as far as I. 
thought it prudent at tin's time. — Every precaution will cer- 
tainly be ufed to prevent the enemy gaining any advantage in 
the exchange of prifoners. *" ^ 

•With great deference, I would take the liberty to obferve 
that Congress feem to have carried the preamble of their re- 
folve o^ the twenty- fixth ultimo, prohibiting the enlifting 
&:c,. prifoners and deferters, too far ; and, through accident, 
to-have recited a facl that has never happened (at leajl: to my 
knowledge), and which is injurious to us, — viz, that prifon- 
ers had been enlifted by us. If any have, it is what I never ^ 
knew. However, be this as it may, if the refolution . has 
not been publiHied, I could wifli the preamble to be altered, 
and only to recite, ** t/iat experience, 8zc, in deferters^'* only. 
The refolution itfelf may fland as it decs, comprehending a 
pfohibition againft the enliflment of both. 

My reafon for troubling Congrefs upon this occafion is, 
—we have aivvays complained againfl general Howe, and ftili 
do, for obliging or permitting the prifoners in Ins haiids to 
enlift, ;as an unwarrantable procedure? imd wholly repugnant 
to the fglrit at leaft of the cartel. This preamble feems to 
admit tiie praftlce on our part, which would certainly iuflify 
' it in. him, and is fuch evidence as mufl: filencc us in. future 
((hould it ftand), and atTordhim an opportunity for recrimi- 
• - nation, — 
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liition,— ^though, as I have fuggefted, I believe no prifoners 
have ever been enlifted by lis,— I am furie, none have through 
conipulCon. 

L have the pleafiire to tranfmit you an extraft of a letter ■ 
from captain Barry, which will inforn>you of his fucceffes. 
The two (hips he burned after dripping them ; arid he was 
obliged, it feems, two days after the capture, to ground and 
abandon the fchooner^ after a long and fevere engagement with 
fome of the enemy's frigates and fmaller armed Veftels; — It ' 
is faid he faved her guns and moft of her tacklfc. 

I alfd take the liberty to lay before Congrcfi copies of 
letters, from meffieurjs Champion, Wadf worthy and Reed, 
JFrom the uniformity of fentiment held foirth by thefe gen- 
tlemen, it is much to be feared the meafures lately adopted 
by tlie commifTioners at New-haven, for regulating the 
prices of piovifion^ will have a difagreeable efFedl upon, our ' 
fupplies of meat. — How far it may be praflicable to fuf- . 
J>end their operation for a time, I cannot determine : but, if 
itcanbedone^ it appears we fhould experience many advan- 
tages from it. It is a matter of great importance; and, a9 
fuch, is fubmitted to Congrefs for tlieir cortfideratiori. — If 
any thing can be done to procure fupplies of provifion, par- 
ticularly df the fait kind, I fhoUld fuppofe> and am peifuaded> 
it will not be omitredi 

I have tlie honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Qmrurs; Marcft 14, 1778; 

This will be prefented to you by count Pulaiki^ 
who, from a conViclion tliat his remaining at. the head of 
the cavalry waS a conftant fobjevSl of uneafiuefe to the prin- . 
cipal oflScers of that corps, has been induced to refign hii 
command. Waving a minute inquiry ipto the caufes of dif- 
fatisfaftion, — which may be reduced perhatps to the difadvan- 
tages under which he labored, as a ftranger not wqII acf^ 
quainted with the language, genius and mariners of this conn* 

R a tvv,— 
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t|y, — ij^m^y be (ufficient Co o&&rve that the degree of har* 
luonj which is in&pan^)le iiom the well-beio ig and confequeht 
utilitjr of a corpSf has not fubfifled m the cavalry fince his 
appoiotEnent,aiid diat the moil effedtuai as well as the ealieft 
xtfoedj is that which he has genenSuHy appUed* 

The count however, far £roin being diddled with the ler- 
vice, is led bj his diirft of glory, and zeal for the caufe of li- 
faertj, to fplicit fiuther employment, and waits npon Con- 
gres to make his propofals. They are briefly that he be al- 
lowed to raife an independent corps compofed of fixty-eight 
horfe and two bundled foot,— -the horfe to be armed with 
lances, and the foot equipped in the manner of light infantry. 
The former he thinks he can readily fill with natives of good 
chara^er and worthy the trufl: nepofed in them. With refpeft 
to the odier, he is defirous of more latitude, fo as to have 
liberty of engaging prifoners and deferters from the enemy. 

The original plan for the lance-men was to have draughted 
diem from the legiments of horfe. But, as this method 
would produce a clajfhing ^f mterefts and perhaps occafion 
new difl^bances, the count prefers having a corps totally 
unconnected with any other. My advice to him, therefore, 
is to enlift his number of cavalry with the continental boun- 
ty ; an4t if it fbould be found conibnant to the views of Con- 
gre(s to allow his raifihg the number propofed over and above 
the eiiablifliment for the horfe^ then he would have them on 
the footing of an independent corps: if not, he might at all 
events have them as draughts ; and in this caie there wouldhe 
no ground for complaint. 

With regard to the Infantry, which the count eftcems ef- 
(isfntial to the fuccc6 of the cavalry, I have informed him 
that the enlifting deferters and prifoners is prohibited by a 
latorcfolve of Congrcfe.— How far Congreis might be in- 
clined to make an exception, and licenfe the engaging prifon- 
ers in a particular detached corps, in wliich fuch charadcrs 
may be admitted with leis danger than promifcuouily in the 
liiie,— -I cannot undertake to prouounce. 

I have 
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I have only to add that the count's ralor and aftive zeal cm 
lall occaiiQns have done him great honor ;'aiidy frpim a i>er- 
fuafioii) that, by being lefa^ exppled to the Wonvemcalces whidh 
he has hitberto experienced, jie wiU render groit lidrvices 
with fach a command as he alks fpr, I'wiih hiiOD t6 fliccedd 
lA his applicatipn. — ^I hare the honor to be, &c. ' G. W. 

P. S. It is to be underftood ^at the count expd^ to re- 
tain his rank as brigadier, am^ f thjnk, is entitleS to it from 
his general chara<5ler and particulai: diiinterellediiefs on the 
prefent occafipa* 



Sir, Head-Qtiartersy FaUey-fargef Afai^ci ib; ij^^ 
■' ■ . ■■:■ :\ . ■■/.. J,.- . ■ '- '■•;• -■.■.vf ■• • ■ ■ 
I HAVE the honpr to tranfmit yon a letter fr<Mn go- 
vernor Clinipn which hcinclqfed to me for ^ly ppnifal and 
confid^ration*— The inconvenience he mentions, as refultipg 
from the refolve tefpefting the appointment bf a command- 
ant for Forts , Montgomery and Clinton, requires to be ob- 
.viated» I dp not coiiceive it to h^ve been the defign of 
.Congrefs to make the command of thofc forts altogj^ther dif- 
tindland independent on the general comniand q(the pof^s 
m that quarter ; but only to defignate the Tzvk of mt oStQex 
who fhouW have the immediate charge of thfm. 

There is fuch an intimate cpni^esfipnjbetween thp forts and 
the other pafts Und paffes in the Plighlands end tli^ir, vicinity, 
that it is neceffary for one pfpcer to have the fuperin- 
tendency and control of the whole, an^ to, be anfwerable for 
all. If this were not to be the cafe^ but the command were 
to be divided^ there might, want that co-op^ation betvyeen 
the liarrifons^ and the tjoons widiout, which milght be eiTen- 
tial to their prcferyation and to ^jthccommonjitivpofes. of de- 
fence. Tlie aflignii"^ a fixed, number of. men tq the gar- 
rifons would not remove this, inconvenience 5 for the €OH>pe- 
ration would ftill be neceflTary., But if it were^otherwifc, I 
fliould not think the meafuj;e a^dyifable},^ biec^ufcv we do not 
Jkno\y what number of men we may have in. the field next 



campaign ; 
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campaign } and the number fpr the defence of the J^igldzt^St 
mud be proportioned to. the .general {^rcngth •, and the for^ 
:pf the garriibns, to that number. 

On thefe ccvnfidcrations* having ordered general M'Doug^l 
to repair to, the Highlands to aflTume the cbi^ ^mmaqd 
ihere, I have comprehended the forts among the otlier.obr 
je<Ss of his trull ; in the difcharge-of which, I am pcrfuade^ 
he will manifeft adequate zeal and. ability. But ^s the re- 
iblve in queftion afibrds room for doubt, it will be proper 
to have it explained, fo as more C3^plicitly to afcert^^n the inr 
tention of Congrefs. 

r am perfectly in feniiment with governor Clinton on the 
propriety of drawing the troops from the northward to rein-r 
force and carry on the works in the Highlands, Fxom every, 
thing I c^n learn, there feems to be no profpeft of profe- 
f uting the intended expedition into Canada. If fo, I appre^ 
Jiend it can anfwer no valuable end to keep a body pf troops 
in and about Albany. — In the prefent circumftances of Ca-? 
nada, little is to be dreaded thence : the enemy, in all pro- 
bability, will be well fatisfied to aft on the defenfive, with- 
out rifking the confequences of an attempt againft us. A 
proper garrifon at Fort-Schuyler, and a fmall party by way 
pf guard at Albany, with the militia of the country that may 
be occafionally drawn together, will be a fufficient fecurity 
againft the inroads of the enemy from Canada, or the depre- 
dations of the neighboring Indians, fuppofmg there were any 
of the tribes whofe difpofitions were ftill aftively hoftile not- 
witliftanding our late northern fuccefles,— which is by no 
means a natural fuppofition, — All the men, more. than are 
wanted for thefe piirpofes, v/puld be of the moft Important 
utility in the Highlands. 

If the arms a,nd ftores at Albany fhould be thought an 
pbjeftipn to t;he plan, I would beg leave to obferve that Al- 
bany «ipp^ars to me a moft improper place for ftationary ar- 
fenals or magazines^ and that thofe which are there at pre- 
fent Ihould. be removed without delay, Befides, as they 

would 
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would be in moft danger from an incurfion up the Nort^- 
river, the beft way to countera£l that danger is to ftrength^n 
the paffcs in the Highlands, and obftrufl the navig^ion \ in 
' wder to wiiich, the reinforcing them with the troops from 
the norrhward would be ho inconfiderable ftep. — With the 
greateft refpeft, 1 have the bonor to be, &c. " • G. W. 



/ Sir, Falley-Forge^ March' 16, 1778, 

THIS will be delivered you by captain Sullivan, who 
waits on Congrefs upon the fubje£t of pay and the lofs of 
his rank in the line of the Maflachufetts officers. — He is one 
of the gentlemen, who, in going with major Sherburne to re- 
lieve the poft we had at the Cedars in 1776, after a brave 
and gallant conduft, fell into the enemy's hands. In a few 
days after, on the treaty which general Arnold maltie, he 
generoufly offered himfelf, as I have been informed, and 
went one of the hoftages to Quebec, for the performance 
of it. 

By fome means the (late of Maflachufetts-Bay has net 
•continued him in their line, nor has he any appointment in 
•the army. He is now on parole, through the indulgence of 
general Garleton, and has applied to me for pay and rations 
■from the time of his return: and confidering alfo, the depri- 
vation of his rank as hard and injurious, he hopes he wifl be 
provided for in a fuitable manner, and according to that 
iftanding which he formerly held in the army. 

Captain Sullivan's wifhes in either inftance cannot be an- 
'fwcred by me. — As to the firft, the refolution of the nine- 

't 

•teenth of January, regulating the pay of prifoners (which is 
the only rule for my government), feems to have drawn 
. the line between ofiicers ou parole who are continued in fer- 
vice, and thofe v/ho are not ; and, making that the only cri- 
terion to fix pay, to have precluded every other difcrimina- 
%ion ; and the powers, which were veiled in the refpe6live 

R 4 ftatea 
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fUtes to appoint officers^ piohibit any intei^ence bjr ^attHn - 
his favoTi as to the latter. --. ::.\j-:jQ'\A irr.if 

'I harie ftated the nature ot Ac captsnU'S daiin^ niAml 
redbns which are oppofed to his obtaining re&f inteidieci 
ixtftancc from me. I (hall only add that the ne^e&^bj.the*^ 
flatea (in tlieir apppintments) of the office^- \d)o ^^vmtt '\m^ 
captivityi where there was no other obje£lion'to\Aeni| w^tf 
at leafl: trogenerous, if not impolitic and unjuft It has beci|i: 
the cafe in many i^ftances : and as to the gendemaii who if*^- 
particularly the fubjcA of this letter, the feftimonials that^ 
have been given gf bis phara£ler ^s an offi(:Gr Mrere«moch |ii^ 
his faFo^, and greatly to his honpr. 

By accident, the refolution of the nineteendi of January) ' 
alluded to above^ has been miilaid. T muft ^rouble you wii)i *« 
a requeft for another copy of it* - .-/'^ *"- 

' I tranfmit Congrefs colonel * * ^'s application to • 
refigpif As general Huntington, in whofe brigade h&isyFaitd3 
19 whom il have thp utinoft confidence, is perfe^^ly wiUingt^: 
I have only to fay upon die occafion that I have iipt.the^ 
fmallcft objection to the picafure. ^ • nc ^ 

General Sullivan fet out for Rho4&-Iflaad on frjdajf !aft^7 
to take the command there in confequence of the refohitioni 
pf: Congrefs dire.£iing me to fend a major-general there fqi^^ 
that purpofe* Sqpppfing gexieral Greene in the quarte^ft^ 
mafter line, I have now onlyone major-general left in capip^ 

J hjive tihe hpoor p be> &c. i ^ v G^ Wi> 



, Sir,. He(id- Quarter s^ FaUey-F9rge^M4rfb:t^ I'f'jX^j 

ON faturday I had the honor to receive ^puirfeycfr- 
of the tenth, with the refolutions alluded to. ' ;» . 1 1 > 
fockrfed I take the liberty to tranfmit an exti^afl: of- « bet- 
ter juft received from general Parfons.— This, as well as the 
letter which I inclofed you yefterday from governor Clinton, 
will fl^ey/ ^c confufion in the management of ^ff^m on the 

Norths 
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NortliHrwtn :k- 1 informed' Congiic&, then, diat I hiicd^fefitge- 
ncral M*Dougal to take the chief commarad thcrci comprc- 
h8iidiQg^tbir?fofttSy*^^'nnrhidi appeaved^to me die onIyie£Fe^ual 
means for icaring' all tlifordets^ atid prcunoting tUe^ pablic' 
fecticew-4«To rembve all impedimeotsi it were to-be mfhtd- 
that ^SongT^ MBOiUd invell liim* with every nece&rj power 
forvc^rcytng^^imo executioa the objects of his ^command: 
aiiid:tt w3^t be well if they anrece to extend ^to wj future 
comnianding; officer, as it would. prevent tboferdiffieulties 
i«hibh:haverherelofote arifea from theifihaviu^.bpeiiiconfi-: 
dfired as merely per&nal. r. : . i, v: 

I am more and more in Wtiment with governor .CHntoa. 
oii> the' ptopriety and abfolute ne^ffity of drawitig^the troops 

' fr<Hn/the northward^ to teinforoe and carry on tbe works m^ 
the Highlands. From the infornjation I have from c^-;. 
lonel Ra^re who has juft come from thenc^ Ityfind that 
the inteoded defences are far iefs advanced than I had (assy 
idea of V According to him^ little or nothing is yefii^bne^ 
thoQ^ I have repeatedly and conftanUy urged the profccu-' 
tion of them with all poffible iuduftry* The inclofed co« 
pl^bf my letters to general Putnam will Ihew that I have 
luufocmly prefled die clofeft attention to the bufinefs^^^ . 
'though It might ';be inferred from general' ParfQas'>at/letiler 
that there had been fbme inconfiftency in my orders.>^T|iere 
remain^ but;a little time to do a great deal in) ^nd I fear 
t)iat no exertions now will be fufficieht ,to place .things in 

I that quarter on the fecure and refpe£tab]e footing we could 
wi(h« However, we fliould do the moil we can : and if the 
w<>tl:s calmot bd as complete as. they ought, the troops vAU 
be:;l;b(er^j and;, a /reliance .mpl^ be had in their: brj^viery, t6 
jreppl ^ny attempt th;|t jnay b? fprm<i4 againft tbe^i.- 
Jhjjvprt^fjioportob^j&p, ^ ) j;j,,W, 
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Sip, Hcad-^iartcrsy Alarck 1 8, l^ii. 

I HAVE the honor of tranfmittuig yofu the inclofed 
letter from general Sniu'.lwood, giving inteliigence <A the 
enemy'^ motions on the Delaware, and his conjectures Te- 
ipc£\ing their objeft. The account he has heard erf troops 
being on board the vefTels is confirmed by the relations of 
deferters and others, who agree that a confiderable number 
of men have been embarked^ and add tliat they took feven- 
teen days' provifion with them. From this ciroumftance it 
is fcarcely to be imagined that they are ordered on a fea 
voyage.-^The proportion of fmall veffels in the fleet makes 
it probable that they have in view to collcfl: forage, or at- 
tempt the deftrudion of the falt-works ; and both thefe 
.ideas are favored by accounts from the city. — As foon as 
their intentions are certainly known, they (hail be comntu- 
nicated. In the mean time I have the honor to be, vi^th the 
greateft refpe£l, &c« G. W, 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Valley* J^orge^ March 21, 1778. 

I HAVE the honor of yours of the fourteenth and 
fifteenth inftant. — In confequcnce of the rcfolves tranfmitted 
to me, I have difpatchcd an exprefs to the marquis De la 
Fayette and baron De Kalb, to recall them from the north- 
ward :. and, inftead of ordering down Hazen's regiment to 
rejoin this army, I have ordered Van Schaick's immediately 
to the Higlilanils, where the public works are in a manner 
^t a ftand for want of hands. Van Schaick's is a full and 
{refti regiment, — Hazen's but weak in point of nutnbers, 
and muft be confidcrably fatigued from their latp long 
xn^arclu * * * 

I have, the honor to be, &c. G. W* 
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.Sir, . VallivForcr^yAfiVchi^^iTji. 

HEREWITH l<]o myfelf the lienor to incloft co- 
pies of a letter from an officer of militia at Eli?abethto>vn, 
to nie, and ai; extraft of a letter from one of Mr. Boudinot's 
(deputies at Boflon, to him, — both tending to induce a ba* 
Jief thatL the enemy have feme entcrpi:ire in contemplation. 
What this is, time mufl difcov.er.-^I have this whole v^inter 
been clearly of .opinion that general Hov/e's movements 
would be very early this fpring, to take advantage of the 
weak ftate 01 our army,- or late, if be expected confidcrablc 
reinforcepients from England, and meant to avail himfelf of 
his full ftrength. — If the Civil takes place, as appearance* 
indicate, it may, 1 think, be con{idered as a proof of one or 
both of ihefe two things,— rthat he is either well informed 
(he cannot indeed be otherwife) of the fituation, and more 
than probably, the ftrength of our army, — or that he es- 
pccls no confiderabie reinforcements this year frpm Europe. 
Jn either cafe it is our indifpenfahle duty to reinforce and 
arrange our army as fpeedily as poflible, that we may in the ' 
firft in fiance be prepared for defence, — in the fecond, take 
advantage of any favorable circumftance which may happen, 
^o injure the enerny. 

Whatever may be the defigns of Congrefs with refpefit to 
the citablirnment of the army, I know not: but I do raoft 
earneftly and devoutly recommend a fpeedy atloption Af 
tjiem, and the appointment of officers, as our prcient fit u a- 
tiou at this ^dvanced feafon is, truly alarming, and to me 
l^ighly diftremng, as I am convinced that v/e lii.ill be 
plunged into the campaign before our arrangements are 
made, and the. army properly organifcd. 

The numbeilefs difad vantages, rcfuiting from the late ap-. 
pointmcnt of general ofiicers lail year, make me look fo\- 
w^ard with infinite anxiety, this : — for, after all tiie wifdoui 
that Congrefs or their committee can ufe iu the choice of 
officers, many will be difgufted : refignationa of feme and 

perhaps 
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fcAaps non-acceptance of others will follow. Before mzt* 
tmiben can be brought to a proper tone, much time will be 
IM) smd a great deal of trouble and vexation encountered,— 
to ibf ercome which, is not the work of a day : and, till they 
«re orcTeothe» confuGon, diforder, and lofs, muft prevail. 
Is the mean while, order, regularity, and difcipline,— which 
leqptre ^ vigilance of every officer to eftablilh, and muft 
SofW from the general officers in every army, — are negledledy 
» not entered upon in time, to e(k6k. Thus it happened 
iaft year; and brigades and divifions became vacant> to tl» 
Iprcat in)uvy of the fervice. 

As it is not improper for Congrefs to have fome idea of 
the ptefent temper of the army, it may not be amifs to re- 
mark in this placcy that, fince the month of Auguft lafi, 
between two and three hundred officers have refigned their 
ccmmiiEons, and many others were with difficulty difluaded 
from it* In the Virginia Hne only, not lefs than fix colonels^ 
as good as any in the fervice, have left it lately s and more, I 
att tcU^ are in the humor to do fb« 

Hi^bily advantageous alfo would it be, if the recruits 
and draughts from North-Carolina and Virginia were not fuf ? 
fered to halt on dieir way to camp under pretence of getting 
clipped, but fent forward and incorporated into the differ- 
ent regiments of their refpe£tive dates as foon as it could be 
done. Out of the number of men faid to be draughted in Vir- 
gima iaft fall, and others from North-Carolina, very few 
have joined tlie army ; but, owing to defertion and other 
catifesythey have dwindled to nothing : and this will alwap 
te the C5ife with new recruits, efpecially thofe who are un- 
willingly drawn forth, if much time is fpent in getting them 
to their regiments under the care of proper officers* This 
ftiews the iKceflity (if the feafon and other powerful reafons 
.4id not loudly call for it) of haftening them to the army. 

My folkitude for the prefervation of the communication 
of the North-river gives me very uneafy fenfations on account 
pf ouif pofts there> and will e^cuCe my again allying if the 

troops 
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troops to the northward, except fiKrb^ are neoe^ky ^4bt 
defence of Fort-Schnyler, can be fo .a4vantag€ouflyf>Cjaq;4(^ 
ed a» at the works on that riven^A refpe£^able foK<^e«| <|i|BKfe 
pofts would awe New-York, and divide general lio^vfis 
force or expofe the city.— To depend too much upoo^nulir 
tia^ is, in my opinion, putting ^very thing to ba2wi« j «.; 

If I (hould appear uncommonly anxious reipe^ng.tbcib- 
veral matters <:opuined in thts;ktter, by repeating^ tti^^jr^ 
Congrefs will/do me die juftice^ I hope, to belieye ibat I am 
actuated by no views but fuch as are prompted by.fiiscmw 
fiances and the advanced feafon.*— Wtcb the gteateft f^pe^ 
i have the honor to be, &c?. : -a G^Ws 

P. S. Your letter of the twenty-Srft inftaat i$ j«ft«MiM4o 
hand, containing, (evsral refolves of £6hgce& ■ ^.. 



COLONEL Charles Lewis of die fouvteecitK V«:g&» 
nia regiment will have the honor to deliver you 4]iUi&: iie 
waits on Congrefs to refign his commiflion* I have iiktqrifted 
ttiyfelf, but in vain, to retain hini In the fervice^ fuid hnm 
xmlj to add my regret at the lofs of fo godd in officen ^^ ^ I 
I have the honor to be, &c« :;^W^ 



I HAVE been honored' with yours of the t#dtitf^ 
JBfih, inclofing duplicates of two former refiolved'bf' Ooi^ 
grefs, and a rbfolve of the twenty-third ih(liint>-'at(S^fitti!^ 
the refignation of colonel Charles Webb. ' /■>=!;• 

Since mine of the twenty-fourth, Mr. Boudimot ht^^^dwn^ 
inunicatcd the following intelRgencie, beiiig part oP a letter 
to him t— ** r have lately tecilvcd ifdme inteUigdiafif'firdm 
New- York, that' we may make durfelves eafy itl* Jdfejl^j as 
all the forcc'that can be fpared is lib be lent tb^join%^liienil 
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Howe. Two thoufand five hundred are afluaily on boari' 
tranfports, and lying at the watering-place/' 

i have this day received a letter from general Smalfwood^ 
dated yefterday at Wilmington, in which he fays — ** The 
enemy, about four days ago, had a fleet of near fifty fail 
ftanding up the river, which I fancy was from New- 
York ; and yefterday their foraging fleet went up Muthout 
touching upon this fide the Delaware, except three or four 
fmall parties about Port-Penn, who have been conftantly 
AfOve off by a party of about a hundred of our men, who 
have been guarding and aiding the removal of the forage, 
vhich is at length happily effe&ed.'* 

A Philadelphia paper of the twenty-fevcnth alfo men- 
tions, that a fleet of upwards of forty fail had left the Hook 
on funday, and that they were faid to be in the river. 

From all the above circumftances, I have no doubt but 
the troops have arrived from New-York*— I have heard no- 
tiling further from Rhode-Ifland fince I wrote to you laft. 

I have the honor to.bc, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head'^artersy Valley-ForgCj Jpril I, 177S., 

. fJINCE I had the honor of addreflfmg you upon the 
twenty-nintli ultimo, 1 have not been able to learn with any 
prccifion whether the tranfports that arrived brought any 
co^fiderable number of troops. — A Heflian deferter fays 
there were only a few German convalefcents on board. If 
£»,. the fleet with two thoufand five hundred, mentioned in 
my lafl:, is not arrived^ fuppofing they were bound to Phila- 
delphia. 

General St. Clair arrived yefterday from Bofton : and, as 
he fecms very anxious jto have his matter determined one 
way or the other, I beg leave to recall the attention of Con- 
grcfs to my letter of the twenty- feventh of February upon 
that fubjc^t. Having received no information fince that 

time 
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time which ferves to direft my judgment as to the chat'ges' 
which it will be proper to exhibit againft general St, Glair,' 
I. have only again to requeft that Congrefs or the committee 
will be pleafed to point Out the particular chatges upon' 
whvch the court fliall proceed. 

I could wifh this matter might not be delayed) on fevcral 
accounts. General St. Clair is in a very delicate fituatlon, 
and feels it fenfibly. He wavS kept ina<3:ive great .part ot 
Itft campaign, and probably will be the whole of thi?, ex-* 
cept his ttial can be iliortly brought on,— as it will be al- 
moft impoffible to find time to hold a court after the fccn« 
of ;a£lion opens,— If he (hould be acquitted, he would rea- 
der very effential fervice, efpecially at this time when we 
have fo few general officers: if condemned, his place may 
be immediately fdled. — It will bcfides take him fomc little 
time to prepare for his defence after he knows the particular 
charges alleged againft him, 

I have the lionor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sir, Head' garter Si Valley-Forge^ April 3, 1 778. 

CAPTAIN Lee of the light dragoons, and the of- 
ficers under his command, having uniformly dirtinguifhed 
thcmfelves by a condufi of exemplary zeal, prudence, and *• 
bravery, I took occafion, on a late fignal inftance of it, to 
^xprefs the high fenfe I entertained of thtir mertt, atid to 
afiure him that it (bould not fail of being properly tifoticed. 
I was induced to give this aflurance from a conviftion that 
it is the wifli of Congrefs to give every encouragement to 
merit, and that they would cheerfully embrace fo favorable 
an opportunity of manifefting this difpofition. 

I had it in contemplation at the time, in caft no other 
method more eligible could be adopted, to make hirri an of- '^ 
fer of a place in my family. I have confulted the committee 
of Copgrefs upon the fubjedt, and wig were mutually of opi>-* 
nion that the giving captain Lee the command of two troops 

8 of 
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of boffc 4n the propofcd'eftaUilhmenti with the rank of 
in^oi^. to 2l(X as an independent partifaa torps^ would be.a 
inode of ..rewarding him^ very advantageous to the fervke* 
Captain Lee's genius particularly adapts him to a command 
of this nature ; and it will be the molt agreeable to him^of 
any iUtio^ in which he could be pbced* • 

I Jjcg; leave to recommend this meafure to Congi^eisi and 
fball ))p obliged by their deciGon as fpeedily as may be coave'^ 
tiient. The campaign is fad approaching^ and there will 
probabljf t^e very little time .to raife and prepare {he Corps 
for it»rr7JtJs a part of the plan to give Mr^ lindfay the con* 
mand ^f .tbe fecond troop, and to make Mr« Peyton cap* 
tajn-Ij^uj^n^jnt pf the. firft* 

I^na, yfith the higheft efteem and refpeA> ,&c». G* W» 



Sir, ^. Mead'^arUrSy Falley-ForgeyJpnl ^tlj'ji* 

;I jSAVE now the honor to acknowledge your feveral 
letters of. the twenty^firft, twenty<-nintb, and -thirtieth ullimoy^ 
widt^eir inclofures, which have been duly received. '•-•-It 
gives me. pain to obferve they. -appear to contain feveral iitH 
plkations by which my fenfibility is not a little wpUQded*-"--r 
I find iuyfelf. extremely embarraffed by the (teps I. had takea 
Upwards an exchange of|prifoners ^nd the fi^mation of a ge* 
neial.c^utfJ making more ample proviGpn for tibeir future 
accomnK>4A.tipn and relief, Th^ views of Congrefs feem ta 
be very difierent from what I f^ippofed them when I entensd 
into, my late engagen^nts with general How:e : their, rcfo* 
lutioh of the thirtieth ultimo, pointedly requii^ieg a ftrid 
aAerence to all former ones upon the fubjed, will in all 
probability render them impra£licable.-—l confidered lome 
of their r^folutions as dilated on the principle of retalia- 
tion, and did not imagine the terms they contained would be 
infiilcd upon in negotiating an agreement calculated to re* 
nijedy the evils which occafio^ed them. In moil refpe^ 
they might be fubftantialiy complied with: but there are 

fome 
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temepdiiits- td'^ich an ttii& cfonformity muft 6t lidlfdkt^ 
acT&roy the idea-bf a cartel. Oiic is the obliging the'^ttiih^ 
tS-^4jr'gdH iiidfilver 6n equal terms for'cdntinentil titir- 
i€^ifi cftimating the attidi^^fiijiplitd them at tlicir aftdit 
^cfei^^'wiA us, ais fecms to be the de%n of the refolve of the 
nineteenth December.— Andthet is the fubjedxng the inhabit* 
^bi of tbefe ftitt^ taken in arms againff them, to trial and 
jJtimfttnent, -agreeable to Ae tcfolvc of the thirtietli of die 
ntne m6nth«" 

-T-anrWdF aware that appearances ought to be ttplieljl^ 
:tti(fth^'^ibould avoid as Much as poffible xecbgnifing 
bjf^any '|HibKe &6: the depreciation of ouf cisrrenrf : bnt 
I conceive this end would be anfwered as far ^ might b^ 
n^eflarjr, by Hipulating that aR ihoney paymentt fb6uld 
be made in gold and filver, being the conunon medium 
of commerce among nations, at the rate of four fhillings 
iiii fix pence for a Spanlfli milled dollar, &c,— by fixing 
tli^ price of rations on an equitable fcale relativ^y to our 
refpeAlve circnmftances^^and providing for the p&ymetrt 
(rf what we miy-owe, by fcndlny in provifion^ iiiid^Yell-' 
in| if at thrff Warket. The rates of money, laM ^1» 
prioto<<tf provifibns and other commodities, 'dlfier^^yiety' 
V0>hdre Mmd,^ tteaties of a fimikr nature betwesti' ^y Wb 
fbiteS) k Is ¥«^tli)fi)te, for mutu«l convenience, to \ffe^ttain ^ 
ibnte comnvon mi6 both for thip talue of money in jlayivientdi' 
ai«l forthrraites of thofe artides on which they may tttSt. 

^it' Was ^ determined oni matiire confideration ndt to eon* 
cinder amy fhinj^ ek{>refsly tbatfliould eontra<K(9; the refold-*^ 
tlotfdf thethi^ieth December: but at the fame time, if it is' 
defigncd to be tli^ride of prtidtice,^ it is eafy to, perceive* it' 
wo^t4 ar^oiu^e- Overturn «iiy caitet that cooki' be- formed; 
G^^ierai How^^wnuid never ^onfem to obferve it on his part,* 
if>'fudh a'pradHce wefe to etift on ours* — Though the. law * 
ought' riot^to be contnnened by an esprefs article admitting 
the ea^chatlgeabiliiy of'ibch perfous^ yet, if it is oct fufiered- 

-VoL.n...;-; • /;-• - "S . ^. . . -^.: . to: 



2S8 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

tb illeep, it is in vain to expedt the operation of it will be 
acquiefcect in by the enemy. 

The mcafures I have taken muft evince that it is my dc- 
tcrrriination to pay the fulleft attention to the intercfts of 
citizens, and to the rights of general Lee, in the treaty: 
and I think it but j-uftice to the gentlemen appointed to ne- 
gotiate it, to declare that I know them to be fo fully imprefied 
with the' iniportancc of borh thofe objeds, as to make them 
cheerfully obfervant of the injunftions of Congrefs, fo far as 
not to conclude any agreement of which the exchange of 
general Lee and the alternative refpecling citizens arc not 
efiential parts.*— Thefe points had been early determined on. 
It is with no fmall concern that I have been obliged to 
troubfe Congrefs upon the fubjefts of this letter : and, ihould 
they appear to them in the fame light they do to me, and 
they fhould think proper to remove the obftacles which now 
oppofe the buGnefs in hand, I muft requeft they will be 
pleafed to communicate their determination as expeditioufly 
ife poffible, that the commiffioners may govern themfejves 
accordingly, and either proceed, to forming a cartel, or put 
^n end to the negotiation.— ^Before the refolves of the 
thiitieth came to hand, they had met, and been in treaty tw^ 
days, with a profped of a favorable accommodation. 
. J am happy to inform Congrefs that general Lee will be 
Q^t on-^jparole to-morrow in place of general Prefcot : and 
I have eyery reafon to exped, if the negotiation can be con- 
tinued upon admiffible terms, that his exchange will imme- 
diately follow the releafement of colonel Campbell and the 
Heffian field-officers. It is agreed that lieutenant-colonel 
Allen (hall be exchanged for lieutenant-colonel Campbell- 

The importunate applications of colonel Lee and major 
Swa:^ey to leave the -fervice oblige me to lay the matter be- 
fore Congrefs. Colonel Lee's letter upon the fubjeft was 
tratifmitted me the twenty-fifth of January : but, hoping he 
might change his mind, I defened writing to Congrefs upoft 

his 
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Kls rcqiieft. He has renewed it again in urgent terms, through 
general Heath ; and I have only to obferve that it is a pain- 
ful circumftance to fee officers bf theit merit leaving the 
fervice.— ^It is the cafe every day.---I (hall be obliged by 
Congrefs informing me of the dates of the refignatlons of 
the colonels in the Virginia line t— I have only received the 
date of colonel Lewis's. 

Inclofed is a letter from captain Cottcneau of the fhip Fer- 
dinand, with an invoice of her cargo. The letter only 
came to hand yefterday ; and, as it is of an old date^ it is 
highly probable that the goods are fold. If they are not, — 
from the captain's defire to give the public a preference in 
the fale, Congrefs will have an opportunity of diredling 
them to be purchafed. Moft of them would be proper for 
th€ army*— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W« 



. To the Committee for the Affairs nf the Arm). 

GENTLEMEN, Heod-^arterSy Jprilf^i^yZ^ 

BY a refolve of Congrefs, the appointment of <>fficers» 
to the corps which brigadier-general count Pulafld is au*- 
thorifed to raife, has been referred to your decifion in con- 
junftion with me.— As I know the fuperior confidence which 
a commandant places in officers of his own choice, I have 
given him my approbation of tJie gentlemen whom he has 
nominated : — it remains with you to decide in their favor> 
or have others fubftituted. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G» *W. 



Sir, Faliey-Fofge^ April 10, ijjS^ 

I HAVE had the honor of receiving your favor of 
the fourth inftant, inclofing a refolve of Congtefe, of the 
fame date, empowering me to call forth five thdiifand militia 
from the dates of Maryland, Fcnnfylvania, and New-Jerfey. 
I thank, Congrefs for the power : at the fame time it is in- 

8 2 cumbent 



a6o GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

cumbent oa.me to afTure them, that, — grapting the pradi*. 
cability of collecting fuch a number, — it would prove a 
work of tunc> dxHicuity, and expenfe i to evince which, I 
need only recur to the experience of laft campaign on fimi- 
lar occadons, and to remind you that it was* not poflibLs to^ 
obtain a thoufand men, nor fometimes even one hundredf 
from this (late, although tlie former number was required and 
promifed, for the purpofe of qoyering during the winter t^ 
country between Schuylkill and Delaware. 

As this refolv^ appears to have been made in confequence, 
of my letters of the twenty-fourth and twenty-ninth ultimp, 
which were founded on conjedlure, and, in fome degree;, 
mifmformation, — and as the execution of it would, e;cclufivc 
of the, inconveniences abovementioned, I am perfuaded^, 
h^ve a tendency to injure the completion of the continental 
regiments, — I (hall call for a fmall part only of the number 
allowed i but could wifli that Hartley's regiment were ordered 
immediately to camp, and the duties of it performed by mili- 
tia. In like manner I would propofe that all remote guards, 
fliould be compofed of militia, and that the feveral purpofes 
for which men are drawn from the continental troops ihould 
be anfwered by them. This would be a means of draw* 
ing together a confiderable number of men , who are in a 
manner loft to the arrny, and of employing the militia to 
the beft advantage poffible. 

The great end of my letter to Congrefs, of the twenty- 
fourth ultimo, feems to have been millaken. My views ^ere 
not turned to reinfoicenients of militia. To know whether 
the old eftablifliment of the army, or the new as agreed upon 
by the committee, is the choice of Congrefs,-r- and in what 
xnanner tl>e regiments of this ftate and the additional 4re 
to be reduced, — officers for the whole appointed, &c, — were 
my objedls. T^^^^ ^^ P^P^^s of the greateft, moment, as 
jhey mayi,>in their confequences, involve the fate of Amon 
rica ; for Lwill undertake to fay that it is next to impofCbk, 
when the feafon is fo far advanced, properly to accomplifh 
9 thofe 
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thofe changes, appointments, and the dependent arrange- 
ments for the enfuing campaign. Should any convulfion hj^« 
pen, or movement take place, they will be altogether imprac- 
ticable.^ — Juftice to my own charafter, as well as duty to the 
public, conftrain me to repeat theft things :— their confc- 
qucnces arc more eafily conceived than dcfcribed. 

It may be faid by fume, fir, that my wifh to fee tjie offi- 
cers of this army upon a more refpe£lable eftablifhment is 
the caufe of my folicitude, and carries me too far. — To fuch 
I can declare that my anxiety proceeds from thecaufes above- 
mentioned. If my opinion i^ afked with refped to the ne- 
ceflxty of making this provifion for the officers, I itn ready 
to declare that I do moft religiouily believe the fahration of 
the caufe depends upon it, — ^and, without it, your officers 
will moulder to nothing, or be compdfed of low and illi- 
terate men, void of capacity for this or any other buffricfs. 
To prove this, I can with truth aver, that fcarce a 'day 
pafTes without the oflbr of two or three commiffions ; and 
my advices from the eaftward and fouthward are that iiuni-' 
bets who had goiie home on furlough mean hot to return, 
but are eftabliftiing themfelves in more lucrative employ-' 
fluents. — ^Let congrefs determiiie what will be the cofafe*' 
quence of this fpirit. 

• Pcrfonally, as an officer, Ihave no intereft in their de- 
cifion, bccaufc I have declared, and I now repeat it, that I 
never will receive the fmalleil benefit from the half- pay efta- 
blifhment r but, as a man who fights under the weight of a 
profcription, and as a citizen who wifhes to fee the liberty of 
his country eftabliihed upon a permanent foundation, and 
whofe property depends upon the fuccefsof our arms, I am 
deeply interefted. But, — all this apart, and juftice out of 
the qucftion,^ — upon the fingle ground of economy and pub-t 
Mc faving, I will maintain the utility x)f it : for 1 have not 
the leaft doubt, that, until officer^ confider their ccnrn^iffiotis 
in an honorable and interefted pointrof view» and are afraid 

S3 ta 
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to cndangtt them by ncfriigcncc and-tnattentionj no order» . 
regularity, or care either of the men or public property, wiU 
prevail. * * * . ^ j 

By officers who are juft returned from Maflachufetts-Bay, 
I Icarrl thatthere is not the leaft profpeft of getting men 
from thence before the month of June, — if then j ^fld in^i. 
deed that there is no r^afon to expeil any number that will 
deferve the name of reinforcement for the continental re- 
giments this campaign,**the towns being only called upon 
to furnifli the deficiency of their laft year's quota, fo that 
^11 fubfequent cafualties are difregard^d^ an^ the. iifteea 
regiments of that date, which n^ay now perhaps want fovir. 
thoufand men to complete them., vill receive only five hun^ 
dred if the towns came within that number of their comple- 
ment laft year, — What change the requifition of Coiigrefs^ 
of the [twentjhjfixtb'] of February, may effcQy I fhall not- 
undertake to f:^y :*-if it has not a fpeedy and powerful opet 
ration, ovir prpfped^ ii^ tl^at quarter 'VfiU be exceedingly un* 
pTomJfing. 

A gentleman from New-Hampflitre fome ^ttle time Cncc 
informed tne that matters were nearly in the fame train 
thei^C) notwithftandini; a refolvc for the completion of theie 
tatallions ; and the inclofed copy of a letter (N^ i ) from 
general Pu^n^m, whom 1 have defired to rem^aih in Ccm^* 
nefticut for fome time in order to forward the recruits from 
that ftatc, conveys his ideas Oif what n\ay be expected from 
thence.— What New-York, New-Jcrfey, and Noxth-Carolina 
have done pr are about tp do, I know not.— Pennfylvania 
^nd Maryland hav? tried the effecl of voluntary enliflments 
to little piirpofe j and the firft, in dke£t contradidion to the 
mofl pointed injun6tions laid on the officers, have their re- 
cruits compofed chiefly of deferters who will embrace the 
firft opportunity of cfcaping with our arms.— Virginia, it is 
jtrue, has proceeded to a draught : but the number, befides 
being in itfelf inadequate, has been leffened by defertion ^ 
» and 
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and the deficiency of th« regiments, on Vhe other hand, being 
increafed by .death and defertion, their ftrength^will probably 
fall very far fliort of the new eftabliihmcnt. , 

This, fir, is not a flattering pi(9:ure of our afliir^.: but 
the reprefentation is juft; aud it is incumbent on me to ex- 
hibit it in my own defence^ as, notwithftandu^g all thefe uiw 
favorable circumftances, — and what is to me a certain pro* 
fpeft of being plunged into the campaign before the arrange-^ 
menis are made, officers appointed,^ &c, — great matters, I 
perceive, are expe£t;cd from our.aSivity this fpring:— in 
proportion' therefore will thexiifappointment be felt by thofe 
who are fanguiae»--^For want of the ratification of Con- 
grcfs^ the Jiorfe cftabli(hment,..companie8 of fappers, pro*. 
vofti^marfliaifey, &c, &c, (as agreed to by the committee, 
and rcconimended for their confideratiod) are entirely- at a. 
ftand, at a time when we ought to^be deriving beneiita froiu 
their execution-^-T-In a Mrord, at no period fince the cpm- 
mencement of the war have I felt more painful fenfjwicxns 6n 
account of delay, than at the prefent : and, urged Tby.tjiem,^ 
I have exprciTcd myfelf without refervCf , ,_ ...... 

By a letter juft received from general Weedon, J iW. ia- 
formed of ^ his intention to refign, if general Woodford 
fbouid. be'reftored to his former rank, which he had not 
tlien heard. General Muhlenberg is now balancing jon the 
fame point.- One, therefore, if not twp brigadiers, will be 
wanted f6r .that ftate.— The ,difadvantagc^ relulting ; fi:om 
the frequent . refignations in .tl^ Virginia lii>€:, the. changes 
of commanding officers to- the regimeii.ts, and- ot]>cr . caufes 
equally diftreffing, have injq.rcd that coi;ps beyond, cqpcep-r 
tionf and have, ibeensthe means! of reducing very rj^fpfixSx^ble 
rcgimenta^in fome inftanQca to a n>ere handful pf mtyi \ and- 
this Avill, ever, be the cafe tilJ.oflicer8.can be. fi^ed.by.fonip- 
-thing equivalent to the facrifice they niak<fe.-^To, ,reafbn 
'Otherwife, and fuppofe that public virtue alone y/ijj enabltj 
men to . forego 4he eafe and comets of life, .^o cncpuiHcr 
^thcj hardfhips and dangers of war for a bare fubfiftence, whrn 

S 4. rhc^ir 
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their companions and friencU.are ania(riOg.Jarge fortuxiUir^ 
is viewing human nature rather as it ihould be^ than as it 
really is. 

The clothier-general of the army, as well as the heads of 
every other department^ fliould be in camp near the com- 
mander-in-chief : otherwife it is impof&ble that (he opera- 
tions of war can be conduced with energy and .precifion. I 
wi(h moil fincerely that this, — ^as not the leaft eflential part 
of the bufinefs fettled with the committee> — were xlecided, 
and a thorough inveftigatipn were had into the condufi of thi» 
department ; as it is a matter of univ€rfal aflonKhment tba); 
we ihould be deficient in any article of clothing, when it is 
commonly afTerted that the eadern dates alone can furnifli 
materials enough to clothe a hundred thoufiimd XQen.-«*If 
this be faft, there is a fatal error fomcwhere, to which nwf 
be attributed the death and defertion of thoulands. . . , . 

I (hail make no apology for the freedom of this letter«-7* 
To inform Congrefs of fuch fa£ls as materially zSc€t , th^. 
fervice, I conceive to be one great and eflential part of my 
duty to them and myfelf. My agreement with the com^. 
mittee entitled me to expe£l upwards of forty thoufand con- 
tinental troops, exclufivc of artillery and horfe, for the fer*^ 
vice of the enfuing campaign, including ihofeto be employed 
in the defence of the North-river. — Inftead of thefe^ what, 
are my profpe£ls? 

Major-general the marquis De la Fayette is arrived at 
camp, and will refume the command of his divifion.— Tlxe 
baron De Kalb is expefted in a few days.— The inclofurc, 
N° 2, is the copy of a letter from colonel Shrieveof ,the 
fecond Jerfey batallion, containing an account of die^eitruo* 
tion of the fait and falt-works at Squan, — andN° 3, of a letter 
from geneial M* Dougal, (hewing the ftate of affairs in that 
department. — ^With very great rcfpeft, I have the honor to 
be, &c. G, W. 

P, S. Your favor of the eighth inttant, i^^clpGng ih^ 
a£t of Congrefs appointing captain Lee major and comr* 

mandant 
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mandant of an* independent corps^ h this momeiit come to 



Sir, V^lley^Forgty April iB, 1778, 

ON thutfday evening I had the honor to receive your 
two letters of the fourteenth inftant.— I am miich obliged 
by the fre(h afi\irances, which Corigrefs are pleafed to make 
Hic of their confidience ; and they may Be fatisfied that I 
wifli nothing more ardently than that a good and perfe^ 
agreement fliould fubfifl! between us. 

The negotiation bctwe^h the trommifTiohers is ended with- 
out «fFefting a cartel : nor do I Tuppofe, from the' informa- 
tioil I have received on the iubjeft, that there is any ^ood 
jMrOfpeil that one will ever he formed, or at leaft for a^reat 
while, on a liberal and extenfive plan. — A report of "the 
proceedings of the commiiSoners oh our part, at their ieveral 
iheetxngs, I take the liberty to ihclofe. The papery, N^ i, 
cdntaih the letters between general Howe and myfelf, ftipu* 
lating the neutrality of Germantown,— our refpcftiyc 
powers, — and the refult of the meeting there;— N^ 2, the 
fubfequent proceedings at Newtown.— The old agreement, 
Fptefunie, continues; and under it we mull carry oa ex- 
changes. 

General Muhlenberg has communicated his determination 
to refign, but has promifed not to leave his brigade tillCon- 
grefs (hall appoint another general in his room, provided it 
is done in any reafonable time. 

By poftponing my call upon the militia, as mentioned in 
my laft of the tenth, Idid not mean to decline it altogether* 
I did not fee the neceffity of calling out five . tjhoufand for 
the fole purpofe of defence : and, in the prefent fituation of 
things, I cannot perceive my way ftifiiciently clear for ofien- 
five meafures, as I do not know whqn to expeft the recruits 
from the diflferent ftates, nor what profpeft the commiflary 
has of provifion ;— as we only get it yet from hand to mouth, 

aflembliug 
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•flembUng the militia, unlcfa for the jiutpofc of defence,' 
ihauld be the hft thing done, as they foon become inftpa-- 
ticnt, and are very expcnftvc in the articles of ftorcs, camp 
uten(>l8| provjfions, &c. 

The inclofcd draught of a bill was brought to head- 
quarters yefterday afternoon by a gentleman who informed 
me that a large cargo of them had been juft fent out of 
Philadelphia. Whether this infidious proceeding is genuine 
and imported in the packet which arrived a few days' ago^ or 
contrived in Philadelphia, is a point undetermined and im^ 
material ; but it is certainly founded in principles of the liioft 
♦ « *^ — meant to poifon the minds of the people, and 
detach the wavering at lead from our caufc. I fuppofe rk' 
will obtain a place in the papers, and am not without anirtety* 
that it will have a malignant influence.— I would fubmit it 
whether it will not be highly expedient for Congrefs to* in<* 
veftigate it in all its parts, and to expofe in the moft ftriktiig 
fnanner the injuftice> dclufion, and fraud, it contains-— I 
trufl it will be attacked, in every fliape, in every part of the 
continent. — I have the honor to be, &c, G. W. 



Silt, Valley Forge, Jpril 20, 1778^ 

WITH your letter of the feventcenth inftant, and 
its inclofures, I was duly honored on faturday afternoon.— 
When I addreffed you on the eighteenth, I was doubtful 
whether the draught of the bill then tranfmitted was not fpu-* 
rious and contrived in Philadelphia : but its authenticity, I 
am almoft certain, is not to be qucftioned. The informa- 
tion from Philadelphia feems clear and concliifive that it 
came over in the packet, with lord North*s fpeeeh on th* 
introdu6lion of it into parliament. I inclofe a paper con- 
taining his fpeech,~which juft came to hand. — This bill, I 
am perfuaded, will pafs into a law. — Congrefs will perceive 
by the minlfter's fpeec]>, that it aims at objefts of the 
greateft extent and importance, and will, no doubt, in ehc 

way 
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way or other, involve the moft iyiterefting confequcnces to . 
this country. — With great refpedl, I have the honor to be, 
firjj your moft obedient fervant, . G. W. 



Sir, Falley-Forgey Jprll 23, 1 778, 

. I TAKE the liberty to tranfmit you a letter which I 
received yefterday from governor Tryon, inclofing the 
draughts of the two bills I forwarded before, with bis ccrti-r 
ficate of the manner in which they came to his hands, ac^ 
companied by his more extraordinary and impertinent re^ 
queil, that, through my means, the contents (hould be com* 
municaf ed to the officers and men of this army. . This 
engine of miniftry, from governor Livingfton'ii account, is 
very induftxioully circulating copies of thefe draughts, in 
obedience to their and his royal mafter's mandates, -»»Tbe 
letter which I inclpfe, and a triplicate, came to hand at one 
time : fome future conveyance, it is probable, will prcfcnt 
mc the duplicate. 

I would alfo take the liberty to inclofe you the Evening 
Poft, N^ 475, which governor Livingfton was fo obliging 
as to fend me yefterday. Were we not fully fatisfied from 
pur experience, that there are no artifices, no meafufes 
too * * * for the enemy or their adherents to attempt 
in order to promote their views> we might be aftonifli-^ 
ed at the d^Ti^g confidenqe, in defiance of the opinion of 
the world, manifefted in a publication in this paper, pur- 
porting to be a refolution of Congrefs, of the twentieth of 
February. This proceeding is infamous to the laft. degree, 
and calculated to produce the moft baneful confequenecs by 
exciting an oppofition in the people to our draughting fyftem, 
and embarraifing at leaft the only probable rnode now left 
us for raifing men. I think it of great importance that the 
forgery (liould be announced in the moft public manner, 
and am the more induced to this opinion from governor Liv- 
ingfton*© account of the dif^greeablc operation it h»s had, 

8 X and 
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and >s ff ill likely to product, if iK)t contradkSecJ. If it is, and 
"With a few ftriflureS", 1 ihould hope that it will excite iti the' 
breads of all our countrymen, a juft and generoiis con:cinpt 
of the enemy for fuch a dlrtv, wicked proceeding. 

I was laft night honored with your favor of the eighteenth 
inftant, with the proceedings alluded to.— A general plan of 
operations for the campaign is indifpenfably eflential to be 
fettled. I have tfiought mucli upon tlie fubjcift ; and fome 
pi opotiiions rerpediiig it were put into the hands of all the 
general officers here on tuefday evening, for their confider- 
ation* I alio intended to fend a mefTenger this day to meet 
general Gates, fuppofmg him to be on his way to Hudfon's- 
liver, and to rcqucft his call at this camp, that we might en- 
ter into a full and free dilcufllon of the point.— There is not 
a moment to be delayed in forming fome general fyftem, in 
my opinion ; and I oi\ly wait the arrival of generals Gates 
and Mifflin, to iummon a council for the purpofe. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

It is confidently reported, — and I have little doubt of the 
truth of it,— that fir William Howe is recalled, and that ge« 
neT;il Clinton is to fucceed him in the command.— J have 
alfo the picafure to tranfmit a lift of I'undry officers e:^hau- 
ged on the twenty-firft inftant. 



S I it , Falley-Forge^ Jpril 2^^ 1 7 78* 

I BEG leave to inform Congrei's that the report of 
the commiiiioners coming, according to intelligence received 
ycfterday by a perfon ot PhnUdelphia, is confidently believed ; 
and it is diere thouglK that they will very foon arrive. I 
think it ^nioft certain that tiieriiatter will liot be delayed, a^ 
the condu<£t of minrltry, inincrt fending them immediately af* 
ter their former prop^iitions, has been much Reprobated, and 
as u may be ol moch imporcanoe^to improve' the firft impref* - 
fionsot'chc pe9ple u^^n tile occaiion.-*-i.ord An>h^rft> ad* 
sniral keppa; and geiicxal/Mtirray>-ab& £aid>i?i^ be^e peribns 

appointed ; 
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appointed; and it is likely they are veftcd with, both civil 
and military powers, — The information was through the 
channel of a fenfiUe intelligent man, well known, and oi- 
cfteemed credit. He is connefted with the Britiih army, 
having two or three brothers in it.— I ihall tranfmit the car- 
lieft accounts I may receive from time to time on this very 
iiltcrefting fubjeS. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G* W, 



, Sir, FaHey-Forge^ April 27, 177,8. 

I HAD the honor yefterday afternoon to receive vour 
letter of the twenty-fourth, continued to the twenty-fifth^ 
with its important inclofures.—Congrefs will be pleafed to ac- 
cept my fincere thanks for the frelh inftance of contidenc^; 
manifefted in their refolution of the twenty-third, and other 
proceedings ; and they may reft afliired that whatever powers 
are entrufted to me Ihall be invariably diredted to promote 
the intereft of thefe ftates. If in any cafe, there fliould be a 
mifapplication or a failure in the execution, it will be theejf- 
ic& of mirtake and not of deiign. 

I fhall tftke meafure^ for diftributing the rcj>ort of d>c. 
committee on lord North's bills, and\thc rcfohition of the 
twenty-third inviting delinquents to return to their allegiance 
and to the protedlion of thefe ftates. This proceeding ap- 
pears to me foynded in great good policy ; and I fhouldhdpe 
that it will bo at;tended widi nou^ay valuable confequedces : — 
^but this can only be proved by ^ eycnt. ;., 

Though I.wiih.mQft heartilyifer tlie aid of general I-»cc 
iq coii^il and MPQn every other occaiiontrr^^yet, as theti^eof 
his r^turn;!^ u;pcf:rtain,.or atieaft it ^'^ be jfeveral 4ays before 
itt^kes pl4ce,r-^»4 as it fipe^iDts to me.tj^t ttere is iw* a mih- 
meat to lQfc.ipforn]iingfgim^,general ifyttem for ot^riopera- 
tions,—I (houW think it inexpedwot.for gftoeral Gates to;de- 
lay coming t(| carpp tiUJiis arxivaL u AiQDer a plan is <ligefted/ 
there will >beA gref^-dcal^of timfiiexpendofli before tjb|ings;wilt 

be 
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be in a proper train for execution. The feafon is faft ad- 
vancing rand the period which may be nioft favorable for 
any deiigns we may fojrm will prefently arrive. 

I take the liberty to tranlmit an extracSl of a letter from 
general Heathy which will ihew Congrcfs that he is prefled 
on all IJdcs for money. Governor Livingfton too is appre- 
henfive he will be under embarraiTinents on account of the 
purchafe of horfes in confequcncc of the recommendation of 
the committee. Their letter to him by fome means has been 
miflaid in the aflbmbly, and he does not know exactly the 
mode prefer! bed for the payment. I cannot inform him my- 
felf, or do what perhaps is more neceflary, — ^farni(h him 
viith money ; and therefore hope that Congrefs or the com^ 
nittce will. 

I have written major-general Tryon a few lines in anfwcr 
to his letter, a copy of which is inclofed, 

I have the honor to be, &c, G. W, 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ jipril 30, 1778. 

THE extendve ill confequences, arifmg from a want 
of uniformity in difcipline and manoeuvres throughout the 
army, have long occafioned me to wifh for the eftablifhment 
of a well-organifed infpeilorfhip; and the concurrence of Con- 
grcfs in the fame views has induced me to fet on foot a tempo- 
rary inftitution, which, from the fuccefs that has hitherto at-- 
tended it, gives me the moft flattering expeAafions, and will, 
I hope, obtain their approbation. 

Baron De Steu-ben's length of feivice in the firft military 
fcbool in Europe, and his former rank, pointed him out as a 
pcrfon peculiarly qualified to be at the head of this depaitrticnt^ 
This appeared the leaft exceptionable way of introducing 
him into the army, and one that would give him the moft 
ready opportunity of difplaying his talents. I thei-efore pro* 
pofed to him to undertake the office - of infpedor-general, 
which he agreed to with the greateft cheerf^alneftj and ha| 

performed 
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performed the duties of it with a tccal and intelligmicc equal 
to our wi flies. He has two ranks of infpe^rs under him : 
the lov/eft are officers charged with the infpecSlion of biigadcs, 
with the title of brigade-infpeftors : the others fpperiiueiii 
feveral of thefe : they have written inftruftions relative to 
their fc;veral fuftdliqns ; and the manoeuvres which they are 
t<J praclife are illuftrated by a company which the baron has 
taken the pains to train himfelf. 

The brigade-infpedlors were chofen by the brigadier and 
commanding officers of regiments in each brigade. The 
infpevSlors are lieutenant-colonels Barl)cr of Jerfey, Srooks 
of Maffachufctts, Davis of Virginia, and moniieur Ter- 
nant, a French gentleman :— the rcafon for employing him 
(apart his intrinfic merit and abilities) was his poffeffing the 
French and EngliHi languages equJvUyj which made him a 
neceflary affiftant to the baron De Steuben. , He is content 
to ferve without rank, until, after an experiment of his abili- 
ties^ Congrefs (hall determine what he is entitled to. 

Upon the arrival of lieutenant-colonel Fleury in camp, as 
ht vvas un-employed, and had exercifcd the office of aide-ma- 
jor in France, the baron propofed to have him employed as 
*n infpeftor j in which I readily acquiefced, as Congrefe had 
given him the rank and pay of Iieutenant-coloneL — There 
may be other foreign officers in continental pay, idle for 
want of being attached to fome corps, of whpfe fervices w^r 
might avail ourfclves in this way, which is the oaly mptjioi 
of difpoCng of them, unlefs they could be formed ii^to a.Jif- 
tindl corps- . j , , ' 

. From the extraordinary fatigue and clofe attention, fcqiiir- 
<?d of the officers employed in the iufpc6i:or(hip* T did^ttot 
think it amifs to let tbem entertain Ixgpe^.that Gongrefe .wottl4 
allow fome addition to the pay which they derive /rom their 
cank ; and I take the liberty, of recommending thp meafurc, 
1- would propofe twenty dollars permooth for the^ brigade- 
infpedors, and thirty for the infpeitors^ in addition to itheir 
pay iu the line. ■ - ^ -* ' 

: . I Qiould 
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I fliouH do injuftice if I were to be longer filcnt with re- 
gard to the merits of the baron Dc Steuben. His knowledge 
of his profeiGon, added to the zeal which he has difcovered 
fince he began upon the funAions of his office, lead me to 
confider him as an acquifition to the fervicc, and to recom- 
mend him to rfie attention of Congrefs. His expe6buk)us 
with regard to rank extend to that of major-general. His 
finances, he ingenuoufly confcflcs, will not admit of his ferv- 
ing without the incident emoluments ; ind Congrefs, I pre- 
fume, from his charadler and their own knowledge of him, 
will without difficulty gratify him in thefe particulars. 

The baron is fenfible that our fituation requires a few 
Yariations in the duties of his office from the general pradice 
in Europe, and particularly that they mud necefiarily be 
obore comprehenGve ; in which, as well as in his ihftruc- 
tions, he has ikilfully yielded to circumftances.— The fuc- 
cefs which has hitherto attended the plan enables me to rfc- 
queft with confidence tlie ratification of Congrefs, and is, I 
think, a pledge of the eftaWilhment of a well-combined ge- 
neral fyftem, which infurmountable obftacles have hitherto 
oppofed.-^! have thg honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, ' Valley-^Forge^ May r, 1778. 

I HAVE had the honor to receive your difpatches of 
the twenty-fcventh inftant.— In compliance with the rcqueft 
gf Congrefs, Ifliall immediately call upon the officers in the 
army to take the oath of allegiance and abjuration. This I 
ihould have done as foon as the refolution pafied, had it not 
been for the flate of the army at that time, and that there 
were fome ftrong reai'ons which made it expedient to defer 
the matter. 

My opinion upon the fubjeft rf a future pfovifion for the 
officers hath been fo fully, and, I trufl, fo neceffarily and 
equiubly urged, that I fhall not add further rcfpcfling it, ex- 
cept my fmcere wifhes that the eftablilhmcnt was deterraio* 
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c4 op> . Notbinjg, in my idea^ c^n.be .more juft i,and.I am 
certain there is nothing moFe ^{Tential :-r-the pr^fepjt uiifetded 
fiiite of th^ ariDv is hurtful in the Extreme. , .; 

Since my letter of the twenty-fqventh, I have received au- 
thentic infprination qf the (ailiijg. of a very large pucnber of 
transports fron^ -Philadelphia, -^tvyo hundred, it is faid. They 
went down the, Delaware the beginning of the week, light and 
empty .^ hiave hot been abl^,>p learn any thing of their def* 
tination ; nor can I form a conjecture upon the occafion> 
that is the ieaft fatisifadiory, , _ 

With infinite^ pleafure I beg.les^ve to congratukte Con- 
£refs on the very important apd interefting advices brought 
by the frigate La Senfible.— General M*Dou^al and Mn 
Ipeane were fo obliging as to tranfmit me the outlines of the 
good tidings. — As foon as Congrefs may think it. expedient^ 
I (hall be happy to have an opportunity of announcing to 
the army, with the ufual ceremony, fuch part§ of ^Ke intel- 
ligence as may be proper, and fanflioned hy authority. I 
have mencioned the matter to fuch officers as I have feen ; 
and I believe no ev^nt was ever received with a .more heart- 
felt joy.— I have the honor to he, &C4 _ -G. W» 

P. S. Juft as I had finifhed my letter above, I received the ^ 
honor of your favor of the^wenty-eighth, with the refolu- 
don and packet^, alluded ta. I will take meafures for djifperf* 
■ Jng the printed rcfolutions. ^ .... 



• Sir, . ' , * . . . Campy Maj i, 17^8. 

IN compliance with your r^v^cft contained in yoju: lot* 
tcr of the thirtieth yltimp, Ihaye^deliveredthebundlaof piMr 
per* refp^ai^g lie lofe Qf TicoadejLQga* &c,,tranfmitted nic 
fome time ago, which I hope will get fafe to hand*:. . . t ji 
:, I have the honor:,to be^ ^» , , .. . - -.G. W* 
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Sir, Head'QuarterSy Valley-Forge^ May 3, 1778, 

IN a late letter from general Schuyler, I received the 
proceedings of a board of commiffioners for Indian affairs, 
held at Albany the fifteenth of laft month. It appears by them 
and forae other accounts I have feen, that there is but little 
pro/"pe£l of fucceeding in the plan for erigaging a body of la- 
dians from that quarter to ferve with this army. The advan- 
tage which the enemy poffefs over us, in having the means, 
of making prefents much more liberally than we can, has 
made a ftrong impreflion upon their minds, and feems to be 
more than a counterbalance for any arguments we can offer 
to conciliate their attachment. They alfo appear to be ap- 
prehenfive for their own fafety, and father to wifh for aid 
and proteftion from us, than willing to leave their habita- 
tions and come to our affiftance. 

The meafure propofed was by way of experiment^ as one 
wliich might poffibly be attended with valuable confequetices^ 
and, if it could have been effefted without much difficulty, 
might have been worth a trial. But, as the fcheme does not 
well correfpond with their prefent difpofition, and may ferve 
to increafe our embarraffments in keeping them even in toler- 
able good humor, I am inclined to think it would be mofl ad- 
vifable to relinquifli the attempt. They may be told of what 
has happened in Europe, with proper embellifliments, aivd 
thit our affairs are now upon fuch a footing as to render 
their aid in the field unncceffary, and that all we require of 
them is their friendfhip and good wiihes. This and pro- 
mifes of protedlion may have a powerful and happy effeil. 

It is of great importance to counteradt the temptation held 
out by the enemy, and to fecure the good will of the Indians, 
xvho appear to be at leaft in a ftate of hefitancy and indeci- 
fion, if nothing woife. Congrefs, I am perfuaded, will do 
every thing in their power to promote thefe defirable ends. 

With great refpe<a and efteem, I have the honor to be, 
fir,' your moft obedient fervant, Q„ Wi 
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Sir, Head-Quarters^ Valley-Torge^ May 4, 177^. 

LAST night at eleven o'clock I was honored with 
your difpatches of the third.— The contents afford me the 
moft ftniiblc pleafure. Mr. I^imeon Deane had informed tne 
by a line from Bethlehem, that he was the bearer of the ar- 
tides of alliance, &c, between France and the dates. — I 
fliall defer celebrating this happy event in a fuitable manner 
until I have liberty from Congrefs to announce it publicly. 
I will only fay that the army are anxious to rrianifefl their 
joy upon the occafion. 

Inclofed you have a ktter which I received a few days agb 
trom lord Stirling, and which, at his recjueft, I lay before 
Congrefs, with its contents. 

I am, with the greateft efleem and fefpcd, &c.' G. W, 



Sir, Valley-Forge y May ' li , 1778?. 

I TAKE the liberty to tranfmit to Congrefs a copy 
of a letter from general Howe, which I received at three 
o'clock this afternoon. The contents are exceedingly inter- 
^fting to the unhappy prifoners in his hands. I thought it 
niy duty to forward tli€m immediately ; and I muft requeft 
that Congrefs will be pleafed to inform me as foon as pof- 
fible, what line of eondu£l I am to purifue upon this occafion, 
- — The inclofedf extradi of a letter frorh gjeneral Small wood 
will fhew the painful alternative to which the prifoners in 
Philadelphia will be reduce4 linlefs they are relieved : and 
this is confirmed by intelligence through feveraf other chan- 
nels to myfelf. — I ihall wait diredlions in the matter, and go- 
vefri myfelf by them in my arifwer to general Howe. 

I have the honor to be, &cV . G. W. 

P. S. As to an equivalent in men for officers, that propof- 
cd by his cpmmiflionersi vi^as too high. A much more mo-^ 
derate one was nearly agreed to between them and the gen- 
tlemen deputed by me, when they were in treaty. — This 

T % mbJc 
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mode of relief, at this laftant, may not be fo neccflary t» 
adopt. There arc probably ofiBccrs in general Burgoyne*8 
army who arc defirous of being exchanged : and, if not, an 
equiTaleat may be £xcd on, as ciix:umftaaces may point 
out. 



Sll, Falley-Ftrgt^ May 12, 1778. 

I HAD the honor to receive in due tinic your 
fcvcral favors of the third, fixth, and ninth inftant, with the 
papers to which they refpe£lively alluded. — After much 
condderation upon the fubjeS, 1 have appointed general 
M'Intofli to command at Fort-Pitt and in the wcftern coun- 
try, for which he will fet out as foon as he can accommo- 
date his affairs. I part with this gentleman with much re- 
luftancc, as I efl:«em him an officer of great worth and me- 
rit, and as I know his fervices here are and will be material- 
ly wanted. His firm difpofltiou and equal juftioe, his affidu- 
ty and good tinderftaoding, — added ib his being a ftrangei 
to all paities in that quarter, — pointed him out as a proper 
perfon ; and I truft, extenfive advantages will be derived 
from his command, which I could wifti was more agreeable. 
—He will wait on Congrefs for their inflruftions. 

As lieutenant-colonel Sutherland, major Agnew, and lieu- 
tenant Poe, have only requefted to go to Europe on parole, it 
docs not appear to me tfiat I can with propriety apply to ge- 
neral Howe for their exchange : — this would imply that they 
were prifoiiers of war. Though their exchange is certainly 
die moft defirable mode of reieafe as it would relieve an equal 
number of 43ur officers from captivity, yet I fhou Id be happy if 
a negotiation for the purpofc fliould commence onthpir part. 
Knowing that it would be our intereft to exchange all the 
officers of general Burgoyne's army if it could be doncJ, I 
wrote general Heath not long fince, to take occalion to men'< 
tion to them that we fhould always be willing to accede to 
any equal propofitions for that purpofc, and would carefully 
6 convey 
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convey tbcir appiicattons to fir Williarn Hawe or the general 
who might Gommand the British anny,— I take the liberty 
to return their letters^ prefuming that Congrefs may incline 
to give them fome anfwer^ either direSly, or through gene* 
ral Heath. 

In refpe6l to Ueutenant-colonel * * % I io not find that 
that there is any neccffity for granting the prayer of his pe- 
tition : we have already too many officers ; and I do not ap- 
prehend the intereft of the ftates would be much promoted 
in his appointment* If he could make up two or three com- 
panies, they would be of prifoners and deferters, who would 
mofl affuredly embrace an early opportunity to go off widi 
their arms and clothing* I am difpofed to confider him as a 
man of fome addrefs and policy^ as he is aiming at a confir- 
mation in the line of the army (by obtaining an appoint- 
ment to a new corps) of the rank which he had as a divilion 
quarter-mafter. Befides the impolicy of augmenting the 
number of our officers where it is not really effential, fuch 
a promotion would give diffatisfadtion ; and I fuppofe there 
are few- officers, if any, who formerly commanded Mr. * * * 
in the line of the army, that would fubmit to his orders. 

The inclofed copy of a letter from general Dickinfon to 
me will inform Congrefs of the fate of the continental frigates 
in Delaware, — ^a fate (in the fituation they were lefc) 1 had 
long predidled, and which I had taken much pains to avert, 
by ufing every argument in my power to have tl\em funk. 
In that cafe, their defl:ru£lion would have been at leaft a 
work of time, difficulty and expenfe, and might have been 
perhaps prevented. — About one o'clock on thurfday I got 
notice of an intended move of the enemy by water ; and, 
conjediuring the deflination of it, had a detachment under 
general Maxwell (whofe tour of duty it was) ready to march 
towards the Delaware by four o'clock : but a heavy rain 
prevented their moving till next morning. 

I have been happy in the exchange, and a vifit from lieu- 
tenant-colonel Allen. His fortitude and firmnefs feem to 
T 3 have 
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have placed him out of the reach of misfortune. There is 

• .... V 

an original fomething in him that commands admiration ; 
and his long captivity and fufFerings have only ferved to in- 
creafe if poflible his enihufiaftic zeal. — He appears very dc- 
firous of rendering his fervices to the ftates, and of being 
employed, and at the fame time does not difcover any am-; 
fcition for high rank.— Congrefs will herewith receive a 
letter from him ; and I doubt not they will make fuch pro-. 
vifion for him as tncy may think proper and fuitable. 

I take pleafure in tranfraitting a Philadelphia paper of the 
ninth, which came to hand yefterday evening, containing a* 
rneffagc from hismoft chriftian majefty to the court of London 
in confequence of the treaty between him and thefe ftates,— 
and his Britannic majcfly's addrefs to the lords and commons, 
^c. — The meCTage is conceived in terms of irony and deri- 
fion, more degrading to the pride and dignity of Britain than 
any thing fhe has ever experienced fince flie has been a na- 
tion. It is not an a6lual declaration of war, but it certainly 
mufl produce one. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. A great number of blank oaths will be wanted* 
You will be pteafed to order fome by every opportunity. 



Sm, Valley-Forge, May 1 8, 1 778. 

I HAVE been honored with your two favors of the 
eleventh and fifteenth inftant, with the fevcral papers alluded 
to, — the former by monfieur Jemat, the latter by exprefs 
yeilerday. — Colonel Johnfon fet out on faturday afternoon to 
wait on Congrefs upon the fubjedt of his appointment, and, I 
prefume, will be at York to-day. 

I fhall announce the refolution of the fifteenth to the army^ 
and would flatter myfelf it will quiet in a great meafure the 
uneafineflcs whichhave been fo extremely diftreffing, and pre- 
vent rcfignations, which had proceeded, and were likely to 
])e at fuch a height, as to deftroy our whole military fyftem. 
\i has experienced no inconfiderable fliock, particularly in 

the 
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the line of fome ftates, from the lofe of feveral very valuable 
officers. 

The letter and brevet for colonel Allen I will tranfmit by 
the firft opportunity. — He left camp eight days ago. 

From a variety of (Concurring circumftances, and the uni- 
form report of perfons who have left Philadelphia withii% 
four days paft, it would appear that the enemy mean to eva- 
cuate the city. It is faid they have already embarked a p>irt 
of their heavy cannon and baggage, — that tranfports are fitted 
and fitting for their horfe, and taking in hay. The accounts 
further add that there has been a prefs for fome nights in tlie 
city, and feveral men obtained in this way, and carried aboard 
fhip ; alfo that there has been an iix^reafed number of vendues. 
Thefe circumftances all indicate an evacuation : but I have 
■not been able to learn the obje6ts of their future operations. 
— I wrote to general Gates yefterday upon the fubjeft, that 
he may be prepared in the beft manner the fituation of things 
will admit, in cafe they fhould be deftined for the North- 
' river,— and defired him to retain for the prefent all theeafl^rn 
Teci*uits intended for this army. 

The quarter-m after-general and commiffary of provifions 
are direfted to ufe every poffible exertion for putting the af- 
fairs of their departments in a train to facilitate a movement 
in cafe it fhould be rieceflary. But fuch have been the de- 
rangements and diforders in them, that we muft be greatly 
cmbar raffed for a confiderable time yet. 

A valuable detachment, under the command of the mar- 
quis Fayette, marched this morning, which is intended to 
move between the Delaware and Schuylkill, for reftraining 
the enemy's parties, procuring intelligence, and to ad: as cir- 
cumftaYices may require. 

I cannot help feeling for the prifoncrs in poffeflion of the 
enemy. — If they evacuate Philadelphia, thofe unhappy men 
will be dragged away with them, and perhaps to a more 
miferable confinement. But, fuppofing that their future treat- 
inent fhould not be worfe, or even that it fliould be more 
T 4 comfortable 



t8o GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

comfortable than their p^ft, — the idea of being removed fer- 
ther from their friends, and farther from relief, muft diftre£[^ 
them to the laft degree. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W» 

P. S. I would take the liberty to mention that I think the 
arms and clothing expedled from France ihould be brought 
forward without a moment's delay after dicy arrive* The 
impolicy of fuflfering them ever to remain in places acceil&ble 
to fhipping, out of the queftion,— our diftrefs for both is 
amazingly great: we have many men now without firelocks, 
and many coming in, in the fame predicament ; and half , 
the army are without fhirts. Our condition, for want of die 
latter, and blankets, is quite painful, — of the former, very 
^iftrefSng. The dodlors attribute in a great degree the lofs 
of hundreds of lives to the fcarcity of clothing ; and I am 
certain hundreds have dcferted from the fame caufe. 



Sir, Head-Quarters i Valley-Forge^ May 2i, 1 778. 

GENERAL M*Intofh will have the honor to deliver 
you this. He is now on his way to take the command at 
Pittfburg and in the wcftern frontiers, and waits onCongrefs 
for their inftrudlions. — I would take the liberty of fubmitting 
to Congrcfs the inclofed account of expenfes incurred by the 
general in his journey from Georgia to join this army, and 
which he prcfented to me and to the auditors for payment. 
I did not know how far I might be authorifed to gomply 
with his requeft, and therefore lay the matter before Con- 
grefs. At the fame time I would obferve that nothing ap- 
pears to me more equitable than that claims of this foit, 
where they are not immoderate, fhould be fatisiied by the 
public. — If this were hot the cafe, the expenfes of an officer, 
ivhen ordered from one poll to another, efpecially where they 
are-diftant, would fink the whole or a very large part pf his 
pay. — The charges attending the general's journey from 
hence to Pittfburg will require equal attention ; and the 

whole, 
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whole, I am perfuaded, will meet with a jufl aad fultable 
proviiion,— I hav^ the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, ' Falley^ForgCy May 2^y 1778. 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you on the 
twenty-fourth iufta^t, nothing material has happened. The 
enemy are ftill in Philadelphia : but the intelligence from 
thence isfo clear and fo ftrong, that it is certain, or near- 
ly as much fo as any event cah be that is contingent, that 
they mean to abandon it. Againft the various meafures they 
are purfuing, which point to an evacuation, .there is but one 
fingle circumftance oppofed that I can learn, which is, that 
they are working at their redoubts with great induftry. But 
this fadt, though certainly true, cannot be of fufBcient weight 
to raife a doubt upon the fubjedi, and rauft be confidered a« 
merely calculated to deceive us, and to mafk their defign. 

We cannot find out, notwithftanding the mofl: diligent 
pains, whether their movement will be by land or fea ; nor 
are the inhabitants of the town fatisfied on th^ point. — Ap- 
pearances favor either. — They have a great many ihips, and 
very large : yet, from a preparation of boats at Prince's-bay 
on the fouth fide of Staten-Ifland which I am juft advifed ofi 
and for fome other reafons, a land route is not improbable. 

I have detached to Jerfey the whole of the troops of that 
ftate under general Maxwell, which, I flatter inyfelf, with 
die mihtia general Dickinfon will be able to colleft, will 
give them fome annoyance in cafe they attempt a retreat by 
land. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, yalky-ForgCy May 28, 1778. 

LIJEUTENANT-colonel John Gibfon, of the Cxth 
Virginia regiment, who, from his knowledge of the weflerh 
country, and Indian nations and language, is ordered to re- 
pair to Pittlburg, will have the honor of dehvering you this. 

He 
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He is entitled, and has been ever fince the twenty-fifth of 
October laft, to a regiment in that line ; and I muft take the 
liberty to requeft that Congrefs will give him a comnaiffion 
of that date. The refolution of the thirty-firft of December, 
** recommending the ftates to fufpend filling up regimental 
Tacancies," — my expeftations that fome officers of inferior 
rank, and perhaps of the fame, belonging to other ftate*, 
might be reduced upon a new arrangement,T— and the cer- 
tainty, that, if I gave commiflions in one inftance, I ihould 
fce obliged to do k in all, — have prevented nae appointing hiiu 
to the vacancy he had a right to.*- 1 donot know particular- 
ly lo what regiment he ought to be appointed : Congreft 
therefore will be plecifed to give him a commiffxon for a re-; 
giment from the flate of Virginia, without mentioning the 
jiumbcr. — I have die honor to be, &c. G. W, 

P. S. Many copies of oaths are ft ill wanted. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Valley-Forge^ May 31, 'I77S»- 

^ HAD the honor to receive your favor of the twcn-. 
ty-fifth inftant by do£lor Sc udder, and that of the twenty- 
ninth ,*yeftcrday afternoon, with the inclofures and packet to 
which they referred. 

I fhall inform major Lee of the new arrangement of his 
corps, and will appoint the officers required.— Major Bcattvis 
not in camp. Th^ letter addreffed to him Ihall be fent by 
the fiffl: opportunity to Princeton, where I prefume he wiFl 
be found. 1'hat for captain Smith is already difpatched to 
him. 

The enemy are yet in Philadelphia, though the whole 
chain of information for feyeral days pall: afforded groqnds 
to believe that they would have evacuated it before now. — I 
iliould fuppofe they are nearly prepared to do it, though the 
removal of the (lores and baggage of fo large. an army re- 
hires confiderablc time; 

JuK( i,—X Ihould be glad to know, in cafe Philadelphia 

is 
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p evacuated, whether^ any and what line of condufl: is to bo 
purfued refpeSing the goods th^t may be kft.— Such article^ 
as come under the denomination of public ftores will of courfe 
be taken by the proper officer? for the ufe of the ftates.^ — ^The 
point on which I wilh dire<£lion is with refpeft to goods and 
merchandife, private property, I do not know whether 
any confiderable quantity may be left : but it has been fug- 
gefted, that, from an expe(Sation of the fort, tjiere are fome 
bringing into light their gold and filver ibr the purpofe of 
buying up. If there fliould be clothing fuitable for the army,' 
pwhaps there might be nothing unjuft in the public's taking 
the preference, and Gongrefs appointing one or two intelli- 
gent adive pcrfons of addrefs, acquainted with the city and 
with thofe yvho have the goods, with proper powers to pur- 
. chafe them. 

Whatever meafure may be thought expedient, it will be 
peceffary to adopt it as early as poflible, as tlje evacuation 
will probably take place in a fhort time. Robert Morris, 
jcfquire, I fhould imagine, if the purchafing fcheme is deter- 
mined on, will be able to point out proper perfons. Some 
gentlemen have mentioned ineffieurs Samuel Howell and 
Thomas Franklyn as well qualified both on agcount of their 
integrity and attachment to our caufe, and from their know- 
ledge of the city and reiidence in it ever fii^ce the enemy bad 
the poffeflion. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I was juft now honored y/itU your letter of th^ thir- 
ty-firft ultimo. 



?IR, ' Vallcy-Forgt^ June 2, 1775- 

I BEG leave to inform ^you, that, agreeably to the re- 

folutions tranfmitted in your favor of the thirty»firft ultimo, 

I fhall undertake the reform of the North-Carolina bataliions 

in camp as foon as circumftances will adnfiit. 

I fincerely wifli the legiflatures of the feveral dates had 
paffed laws adopting the generous policy recommended by 

Congref^ 
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Congrcfs in their refolution of the twenty-third of April. I 
am affured by authority not to be queftioned, that, for wani 
of thia, hundreds, nay thoufands of people, and among them 
many valuable anifaos with large quantities of goods, will be 
forced from Philadelphia, who otherwife would willingly re- 
main* From report, their reludlancc and diftrefs upon this oc- 
cation arc fcarcely to be paralleled.— There are a few whofe 
eondu<S has been fuch, that no aflurances of fecurity, I pre- 
fbme, could induce them to flay : and their departure, com* * 
pcUed and founded as it were in the approbation of their own 
coixTciences, would anfwer all the purpofes of example, efpe- 
eially if followed by a confifcation of property.— A profcrib* 
ing fyftem, or laws having the fame efFe£l, when carried to 
a great extent, ever appeared to me to be impolitic : an<J 
their operation fhould always ceafe with the caufes which 
produced them* Examples in terrorem arc neccflary : but 
to exile many of its inhabitants cannot be the intereft of any 
ftatc,— I have the honor to be, &c» G* W. 



SfRy Valley 'For gsy June 4, 1778. 

I TAKE the liberty to tranfmit you by exprefs the 
inclofed packet which juft arrived at our advanced poft by a 
flag from fir Henry Clinton. I alfo tranfmit a copy of a let- 
ter I received from him, of the thirtieth ultimo, and of my an- 
fwer ; likewife copies of his and lord Howe's letters which 
came to hand by the prefent flag. — The packet, I prefumc, 
contains A6ts fimilar to thofe fent to me. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W» 



SiRt Head- Quarters y June 7, 1778* 

I HAVE been July honored with your favors of the 

fourth and fifth inftant, and with the refolutions and papeA to 

which they refer. — I have taken meafures to communicate 

the 
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the new eftablifhment of the army through the line ;atid tkz 
fooner the arrangements can be made, the better. Should 
there appear further regulations heceffary, I (hall take the 
liberty to offer my fentiments refpeding (hem. 

My principal defign, in addrelTing you fo foon after the 
receipt of your letters, is to advife Congrefs of the arrival of 
the commiflioners. Lord Carlifle, governor Johnfton, and 
William Eden, efquire, are comt over in this chara6ler, and 
got to Philadelphia yefterday. Lord Comwallis is alfo ap- 
rived, 

I have been juft favored with the inclofed Britifh paper, 
which I tranfmit for your perufaL— -Some parts of it are very 
interefting. 

By fome accident the copies of the refolutions of thfe tentk 
of January, referred to in that of the fourth inftant, have 
teen miflaid or loft. This circumftance lays me under the 
neceffity of troubling you with a requeft for others. 

J have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I am told a refolution pafled about the nineteenth ul- 
timo, refpefting the payment of prifoners either in the a£lual 
poffef&on of the enemy, or on parole. I do not recoUedl to 
have been honored with it ; and, if there is fuch a one, I 
wifh to be favored with a copy fox the government of wj 
coBdu£L 



Sir, Head'QuarterSj Valley^Forge^ 'June 9, I778« 

I WAS favored with yours of the fixth inftant, inclof*- 
Ing copies of your anfwers to lord Howe and general Clin- 
ton. The originals I fent in .early this morning by a flag. 
-—I have the honor to tranfmit you a duplicate of a letter I 
received from iir Henry Clinton for the purpofe of procuring 
a paflport for doctor Fergufon (tlie fecretary to the king's com- 
iniffion) to Congrefs, with my anfwer to him, — on the fubjeft 
of which^ Congrefs will be pleafcJ to favor me with their 
inftrudb'ons— I have the honor to he, &c. G. W. 
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Sir, tiead'QuarterSy June lO, I778fi 

■ MAJOR Campbell of the tliirteenth Virginia regiment 
Will have the honor of prefenting you with this* He is now 
©n his way< at the earneft folicitation of general M'lntofh^ 
to ferve in the wpftern department^ and waits on Congrefs, to 
obtain (if they ihall think proper) a commiffion for a lieu-; 
tenant-colonelcy in the Virginia line, to which he has been 
entitled in the ordinary courfe fince the twentieth of February 
lafl. — The major fuftains the charafter of a good and brave 
oflRcer, and has behaved as fuch during his fervice.-^He is 
the more dclirous of getting a commiffion ^t this time, as 
otherwife he may be commanded by the lieutenant-colonels 
to be, or who are, appointed to the two new regiments lately 
ordered to be raifed in that quarter. I do not know the par- 
ticular regiment to which he fhould be affixed : therefore, if 
he obtains a commiffion, it may be left blank in this inftance.- 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ June 15, 1778- 

T HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the 
eleventh and fourteenth inftant, and with tlie inclofures to 
which they refer. — The refolution for fettling the value of 
rations which have become due iince the firft of January, and 
fixing the mode of payment, I fliall announce in this day*S 
orders, and hope it will be highly fatisfadtory to all who are 
intercftcd in it. 

I have notified general Mifflin of the inquiry direfted by 
Congrefs on the eleventh inftant, by tranfmitting him a copy 
of their proceedings ; and he has obtained leave, on his folici- 
tation, to repair to York, 8cc, to prepare for his defence^ 
This I thought myfelf under a neceffity of granting, how- 
ever inconvenient and injurious it may be to permit the ^b- 
fence of officers at this period. 

Our expedations that Philadelphia will be evacuated in 

the? 
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the courfe of a few days are again up. The information re- 
ceived yeftcrday through various channels, and in a pretty di- 
redi way, would feem to place the matter almofl: on the foot- 
ing of certainty. 

We had about forty privates and twenty feamen exchan- 
ged onfunday. Another party will be exchanged to day; 
and, according to agreement, the whole of our unfortunate 
men will be releafed as faft as we can bring down parties of 
the prifoners in our hands, to give for them. — It is thought 
by fome we Ihall not have an opportunity of completing the 
exchange of all thofe in Philadelphia before the enemy -le^vc 
it. — Mr. Boudinot has alfo fettled and adjulled the whole 
numher of prifoners we are to account for (befides thpfQ 
now in adual confinement) at nine hundred', which is Icfs 
than half of the claim fir William Howe fo pertinaciouily 
and fo long adhered to. • 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W» 



Head-Quarters, half-after eleven, A. M, June l8, 1778- 

Sir, 

I HAVE the pleafure to inform Congrefs that I was 
this minute adyifed by Mr. Roberts that the enemy evacuated 
the city early this morning. He was down at the middle 
ferry on this fide, where he received the intelligence from a 
number of citizens who were on the oppofite fhore. They 
told him that about three thoufand of the troops had embark- 
ed on board tranfports. The deftruSion of the bridge pre- 
vented bim croffing.— I expe6l every moment official ac- 
counts on the fubje<£^. , 

I have put fix brigades in motion ^ and the red of the arn^y 
are preparing to follow with all poflible difpatch* We (hail 
proceed towards Jerfey, and govern ourfelves according to cir- 
.cumftances. — As yet IVim not fully afcertained of the enemy's 
dcftination ; nor arc there wanting a vs^riety of opinions as 
Xo the rout© they will purfuc, whether it will be by land or fea^ 
jf admitting 
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admitting it to be to New- York. Some think it probablerin 
fuch cafe, that the part of their army which croffed the De^^ 
laware will march down the Jcrfey fhove fome diilance, and 
tiien embark.— There is other intelligence corroborating Mr; 
Roberts's, but none official is yet come. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 

A letter from captain M*Clean, dated in Philadelphia^ this 
minute came to hand, confirming the evacuation. 



Sir, Head- Quarters y June 1 8, i^jSyJix o'clock^ JP. Jif. 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you this fore* 
noon, I received your letter of the feventeenth, with its feveral 
inclofures. — I am happy in the approbation of Congrefs rer 
fpefiing my conduft to doftor Fergufon. I could not find, 
after the matured confideration on the fubjeft, that his paf- 
fage through the country could be in any wife material, or 
auifwer any other purpofe than to fpread difaffeikion. * 

I fhall take every meafurc in my power to prevent an in- 
tercourfe between the army and the enemy, and alfo betweef 
tlie inhabitants and the Litter. You may reft affured that 
whatever letters come from their lines fhall be, as they ever 
have been, minutely infpedted ; and whenever they import 
any thing of an infidious caft, they Ihall be fupprefTed. la 
this I truft I fhall not offend againft any rule of right,, nor 
the ftrideft propriety. 

The letter for the commiffioners I fhall tranfrait by the 
carlieft opportunity : however their departure from Philade^^f 
phia will prevent their getting it as foon as they otherwifc 
would have done.— I cannot fay that I regret- the delay.: 
JFor there is no knowing to what a6ls of depredation and 
ruin their difappointcd ambition mig^it have led. And per- 
mit me to add that I think there was no other criterion 
for Congrefs to go by, than the one they have adopted* 
The proceedings of the twenty-fecond of April, it is proba* 
ble, have r^sached Britain by this time, and will fhew that 

the 
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the prefent powers of the commiffioners,— or at leaft thofe^we 
are obliged to fuppofe them to poffefs, — are wholly inconipc* 
tent to any valuable end. 

I have appointed general Arnold to command in Philadel- 
phia, as the ft ate of his wound will not permit his fervices in 
a more aftive line* Colonel Jdckfon, with a detachment of 
troops, IS to attend him : and I flatter myfelf that order will 
be preferved, and the feveral purpofcs anfwered, cxprefled 
by Congreis in their refolution of the fourth inftant.— The 
general fet out this evening, and I myfelf (hall move with the 
main body of the army at five in the morning to-morrow. 
1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. - 

P. S. By this conveyance you will be pleafed to receive 
the proceedings of the court of incjuiry refpedling the loflfcs 
of the forts in che Highlands. 



Sir, Head-Quarters, June 18, 1778. 

THE baron Steuben will have the honor to deliver 
Urou this. I do not know particularly the extent of his bufi- 
nefs at York : but, from what he has cominunicated, it is 
in part to get the duties and powers of his appointment mi- 
nutely defined and fettled. I inclofe a copy of orders on the 
fifteenth inftant, which Vcre iffued to quiet the minds of the 
general oflBc^rs, and to remove a fpirit of jealoufy which but 
too apparently was rifing among them. Thefe contain my 
ideas of the principal duties of the infpe6lor*s office, and, I 
have'reafon to chink, are generally agreeable to the army. — 
While I am on this fubjeft, I muft do juftice to the bafon's 
intelligence, zeal, and indefatigable induftry, from which we 
have experienced very happy effefks. 

The inclofed letter I ti'anfmit at the requeft of captain 
Gibbs ; and I wifh to recommend him to the confideration 
of Cohgrefs. — -He has been in the army from the commence- 
ment of the war, and in the capacities which he mentions.-— 
When Congrefs were pleafed to honor me with the appoiiit- 

VoL. II. . U nocoti 
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ment of officers for the fixteen additional batallions, I offered 
to make fome provifion for him : but this he declined, pre« 
ferring to remain in my family. The guard he commanded 
originally confiQed of ^fty men : but, iince the arrival of ba- 
ron Steuben, it has been augmented to a hundred and fifty. He 
advifed that ther^ fhould be a feleiSt corps of this number to 
receive the manoeuvres in the £rfl inilance, and to si£k as a 
model to the army ; and propofed that it fliould be formed of 
the old guard company and draughts from the line. — I prefume, 
—if it fliould be Congrefs'spleafure,— that a majority would be 
highly agreeable to the captain, and is as much, as he expe(£b. 
I have the honor to be, &c. . G* W.. 



Sir, June 20, i^jZ, four o* clocks P.M.. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that I am now ad- 
vanced with the main body of the army within ten miles of 
Coryel's ferry, and fliall halt to refrefli the troops, af^ for 
the night, as the weather is very rainy. — General Lee, with 
the fix brigades mentioned in my former letter, will ^each 
the ferry this evening. 

My laft accounts from Jerfey were from general. Dickiur 
fon, dated yefterday at three o'clock, P. M. Thefe fay the 
enemy had then advanced to Eyreftown, three milos below! 
Mount-Holly, and were hufily engaged in repairing the 
bridge which had been deflroyed. General Dickinfon adds 
that ihere had been a brifk firing for foiue minute;s : betweea 
the ctn^my and Maxwell's brigade, or a part of it, in their 
^dyapcfe,-r-in which the former, according tp the report ^f a 
dcferter^hadfcveral killed. He further fays the militia ba4 
been '[jopprifcdl of their approach, were in good fpirits, an4 
that he expelled to-day to be tolerably ftroug. — 1 haye this 
minute written, him by exprefs, requeilirig him tp acquaint 
xiie with their .and his own iituation, — what number of men 
liC: has already colleifted, —and what further augmentations he 
ex pedis to receive. 

1 have the honor to be, 5cc. G. W. 
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Sir, ~ yune 2iy — ten mies from Ceryets*, 

THIS will be delivered you by major Wemt) who 
has the care of fome warriors from the Seneca nation. The 
inclofed copy of a letter from our commiffiohers will Ihew 
that they are come to obtain the releafe of Aftiarix, another 
warrior, who was taken on the frontiers, of Vifginia. I ne- 
ver heard of the circumftance till 1 was informed of it a few 
days ago by a letter from general Schuyler. As the com- 
miflioners have confented to his exchange, and adviled it, I 
have afTured them it was agreeable to pe ; and 1 muft take 
the liberty to requeft that Congrefs will order it to be accJom- 
pliflied as foon as poffible. 

^ I have treated them with civility^ but declared at the fame 
time, in a,nfwer to their fpeeches both in council and as war- 
riors,— if they do not immediately ceafe hoftilities^ and be- 
come our friends, or at kaft neutral,— that, the monaent we 
are clear of the Britifh army, 1 will turn our whole force 
againfl: them and the other nations at war with us, and cut 
them off* to a man. — They faw the main body of our army 
to-day ; which circumftance, added to the evacuation of PhiU 
adelphia, and the prefents I wrote general Arnold to make 
themj with other inftances of kindnefs, I truft, will have a 
happy influeiicre on the aftions and difpodtions of their nation 
when they return. 

They are alfo attended by a few of our Onekia and Tuf* 
cardra friends, who were thought iiecieflary to pfocecd with 
the truce. ' They had difpatches from their fachems for the 
immediate return of fuch of their men and warriors afe were 
here, on account of their apptehenfions of hoftilities by the 
Senecas, &c. — I confented to the nieafure, jemd directed that 
they fhould be fufhilhed with ample and fuitable prefents, if 
they could be obtained pre\«pus to their departure.— The ar- 
my is in march ; which will not permit me to add further than 
that I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

V 2 
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Sir, Head-Quarters^ near CoryePs^ y««r22, 1778- 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that I anni now in 
Jerfey, and that the troops are paffing the river at Corycl's, 
and are moflly o\'cr. — The lateft intelligence I hiave had re- 
fpe£ling the enemy was yefterday from general Dickinfon. 
He fays they were in the morning at Moreftown and Mount- 
Holly ; but that he had not been able to learn what route 
tliey would purfue from thence ; nor was it cafy to determine, 
as, from their fituation, they might either proceed td South- 
Amboy, or by way of Brurtfwic. — We have been a good 
deal impeded in our march by rainy weather. — As foon'as . 
we have cleaned the arms, and can get matters in train, we 
propofe moving towards Princeton, in order to avail our- 
felves of any favorable occafions that may prefent themfclves, 
of 'attacking or annoying the enemy. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. Wj 



Englijfitdwn^ Jtx miles from Monmouth^ yune 28, 1778, 

Sir, half after eleven^ A, M, 

I WAS duly honored with your favor of the twentieth 

inftant, with tlie report to which it referred, ^nd truft my 

fituation will apologife for my not Imfwering it before, 

I am now here with the main body of tlie army, and. 
preffiug hard to come up with the enemy. They encamp- 
ed yefterday at Monmouth court-houfe, having almoft the 
.wjiole of their front, particularly their left wing, fecur,ed by 
a niarfli and thick wood, and their rear by a difficult defile, 
from whence they moved very early this morning. — Our ad- 
v'ance^ from the rainy weather, and tlic intenfe heat when it 
was fair (though thefe may have been equally difadvantagcous 
to them), has been greatly delayed* Scvcra,l of our men have 
/alien fick from thefe caufes ; and. a few unfortunately hav« 
fainted, and died in a little time after. 

We have a feledl and lb ong detacbm&nt mora forward, 
2 under 
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under the command of major-general Lee, 'with orders to at- 
tack their rear if pofSblc. Whether the detachment will be 
al)le to come up with it, is a matter of queftion, efpecially 
before they get into ftrong grounds.— Befides this, Morgan, 
with his corps* and fome bodies of militia* are on tlieir 
flanks. 

. I cannot determine yet at what place they intend to em- 
bark. Some think they will puih for Sandy-Hook, whilft 
others fuppofc they mean to go to Shoal-harbor. The lat- 
ter opinion feems to be founded. in the greater probability, as, 
from intelligeace, feveral vefleU and craft are lying off that 
place. 

We have made a few priforiirs ; and they have loft a good 
many men by dcfcrtion. I cannot afcertain their number, 
as they came in to our advanced parties, and puftied imme- 
diately into the country, I think five or fix hundred is the 
Jeaft number that have come in* in the whole. They are 
chiefly foreigners. — I have the honor to be, &c, G. W, 



Fields near Monmouth CouruHoufe^ June 29, 1778. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you, that, about feven 
o'clock yefterday morning, both armies advanced on each 
other. About twelve, they rnet on the grounds near Mon- 
mouth court-houfe, when an aftion commenced. We for- 
ced the enemy from the field, and encamped on the ground, 
They took a ftrong poft in our front, fecured on both flanks 
by morafleS and thick woods, where they remained till about 
twelve at night, and then retreated, — I cannot at this time go 
into a detail of matters : when opportunity wilf permit, I 
fhall take the liberty of tranfmitting Congrefs a more parti- 
cular account of the proceedings of the day, 
' I have the honor to be, &c. ' G* W. 

U3 . • ■ ■ 
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Sir, EngliJIitrxn^ J^b ^9 ^11^- . 

I EMBRACE this firft moment of leifure to give 
pongreJ& a more full and particular account of die move- 
ments of the army under my command iince its pafling die 
Delaware, than tlje fituation of our affairs would heretofore 
permit. 

I had the honor to advifc them, that, on the appearances 
of ihe enemy's intention to march through Jerfcy becoming ' 
fcrious, I had detached general MaxwclFs brigade in con- 
junftion with the militia of that ftate to interrupt and impede 
their progrefs by every obftrucSUon in their power, fo as to 
give time to the army under tny command to come up with 
them, and take advantage of any favorable circnmftances 
that might prefent themfelves. The army having proceed^ 
cd to Corycl's ferry and croffed the Delaware at diat place, 
I immediately detached colonel Morgan with a feledJ: corps ^ 
of fix hundred men to reinforce general Maxwell^ and march ^ 
cd with the main body towards Princeton- 

The flow advance of the enemy had gready the air of de^ 
fign, and lecl me, with others, to fufpecSl that general Clin- 
ton, defirous of a general aSion, was endeavoring to dxaw 
us down into the lower country, in order, by a rapid move^*- 
ment, to gain our right, and take pofleflion of the ftrong - 
grounds above us. This confid^ration, and to give dlQ' 
troops time to repofq and refrefli themfelves from thie:fetigues 
they had experienced from rainy and excefiivc hot weather, 
determined me to halt at Hopewell townftiip about five miles : 
from Princetpq, where we remained till the morning of the 
twenty-fifth. 

On the preceding day I ^lade a fecond detachment of 
fifteen hundred chofen troops under brigadier-general Soott, • 
to'Tefnforce thofe 'already in the vicinity of the enemy, the- 
niore cfF^ftually to annoy and delay their march, The next 
day the army moved to Kingfton ; and, having received in-^ 
telligence that the enemy were profecutjng their route to- 
wards 
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wards Monmouth court-houfe, 1 difpatched a thoufand feledl 
men under brigadier-general Wayne, and fent the marquis 
De la Fayette to take the command of the whole advanced 
carps>' including Maxwell's brigade and Morgan's light in-* 
fantry, with orders to take the firft fair opportunity of at- 
tacking the enemy's rear. 

In the evening of the fame day, the whole army marched 
from Kingfton, where our baggage was left, with intention 
to preferve a proper diftance for fupporting the advanced 
coips, and arrived at Cranberry early the next morning. 
The inteiife heat of the weather, and a heavy ftorm un- 
luckily coming on, made it impoffible to refume our inarch 
that <lay without great inconvenience and injury tp the 
ti-oops. Our advanced corps, being differently. circuixiftan- 
ced, moved from the ppfitlon it had held the night before^ 
and took poft in the evening on the Monmouth road about 
five miles from the enemy's rear, in expe£iation of attack- 
ing them next -morning on their. march.--^The main bp^y 
having remained at Cranberry, the advanced corps; was 
found to be too remote, and too far upon the right, tp bo 
fupportcd in cafe of an attack either upon or fr<?nj the, 
enemy ; which induced tne to fend orders to the marquis . 
to file off by his left towards Engliflitown, which he ac^ 
cordingly executed early in the : morning of the twenty-{e- 
vcnih. 

The encmy^ in marching from AHentown, had changed 
their difpofiti^^a,. and placed their beft troops in th^ rear, con-; . 
ilfting of alldjfc^ grenadiers, light infantry, and chaffen rs qf; 
the line* This alteration made it ncccflary to inqrqz^fe thp . 
number of our advanced corps ; in confequence of which, I 
detached major-general Lee with tvv^o brigades to join the 
marquis at EngU(htown, on whom of cotirfe the command ; ' 
of the whole devolved, amounting to about five thoufand ^ 
men,-^The main body marched the fame day, and encamped, 
within three mile^ of that place. Morgan's corps, was Jeft. 
Jiovcripg on th^ enemy's right flank j and the Jejfey ,niilitia, , 
• U 4 amounting 
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amounting at this tjnie Co a!K)ut feven or eight hundred men, 
under general Dickinfoni on their left. 

The. enemy were now encamped in a (Irong podtiony with 
their fight extending about a mile and a half beyond the 
court^houiJB in the parting of th^ roads leading to Shrew(bury 
and Middletown, and their left along the road from AUea- 
townto Monmouth, about three miles on this ilde the court- 
houfe. Their right fiank lay on the ikirt of a {mall wood, 
while their left was fecured by a very thick one,— a roorafs 
running towards their rear, and their whole front covered by 
a wood, and, fQr a couiiderable extent towards the left, with 
a morafs. — In this Qtuation they halted till the paorning pf 
the twenty-eighth. 

Mattjers being thus fituated,— and having had the bed in- 
formation, tliat, if the enemy were once arrived at the heights 
^f Middletown^ ten or twelve miles from where they were, 
rk would be impoflible to attempt any thing againft them with 
.'a profpe£k pf fuccefs, — I determined to attack their teai* the 
^•moment they fliould get in motion from their prefent ground. 
. I communicated my intention to general Lee, and ordered 
hipi to make his difppfition for the attack, and to keep 
bis troops conftantly lying upon their arms, to he in readi- 
nefs at the fliorteft notice. — This was done with refpeiSl to 
the troops under my immediate command. . 

About five in the morning, general Dickinfon fent an ex- 

prefs informing that the front of the enemy had begun their 

march. I inftantly put the army in motion, and fent orders 

,by one of my aides to general Lee to move.on and attack 

them*unlefs there fliould be very powerful reafbns to the 

^.contrary, — acquainting him at the fame time, that I was 

marching to fupport him, and, for doing it wi^h the greater 

^expedition and convenience, fliould make the men difencum-j 

ber themfelves of their packs and blankets. 

.. After marching about five. miles, to my great furprifc and 

.mortification, I met the whole advanped corps retreating,—- 

and, as I w^s told, by general Lee's orders,^without.ii;iying. 

made 
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fn<ule any oppofition, except on6 fire, given by a party un- 
der the command of colonel Buder, on iheir being charged 
by the enemy's cavalry, who were repulfed.— 1 proceeded 
immediately to the rear of the corps, v.hich T found" clofely 
preffed by the enemy, and gave dire(Jlions for forming part 
pf the retreating troops, who, by the brave and fpirited con- 
jdu£l of the officers, aided by fome pieces of well-fcrved ar-, 
jtiliery, checked the enemy's advance, and gave time to make 
a diipofition of the left wing and fecond line of the anny irp- 
pn an eminence, and in a wood a little in the rear, coverM 
by a niorafs in front. Oh this were placed fome batteries of 
cannon by lord Stirling who commanded the left wirig, whicU 
played upon the enemy with great efFeft, and, fcconded by 
parties of infantry detached to oppofe them, cfFc6lually put a 
(lop to their advance. 

General Lee being detached with the advanced corps, the 
.command of the right, wing, for the pccafion, was given w' 
general Greene. For the expedition of the march, and to 
counteraS any attempt to turn our right, I had ordered hin^. 
to file off by the new church, two miles from Engliflitown^ 
and fall into the Monmouth road, a fmall didance in the 
rear of the court-houfe, while the; reft of the column move^. 
direftly on towards the court-houfe.— On intelligence hi 
fhe retreat, he marched up and took a very advantageous po- 
fition on the right. 

The enemy, by this time, finding themfclves warmly op.. 
pofed in front, made an attempt to turn our left flank : but: 
they were bravely repulfed and driven back by detached par* 
ti^s of infantry. They alfo made a movemerit to' olif right 
with as little fiicccfs, genelal Greene having advanced ia body 
of troops with artillery to a commanding piece of' gi'dund; 
.which nor only difappointed their defign of turning oirt— 
right, but fevcrcly enfiliided thofe in-front of the left wing. 
— In addition to this, general Wayne-'Udvancetl wifh a body 
pf troops, and kept up fo fevere and wetl-dire£led a fire, that 
jlie enemy /were fpon coilf^pelled to retire behind the defite 

wherQ 
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M'hcrc the firft (land in the beginning of the zAion hfid been 
made. 

In this fituation the enemy had both their flanks fecvrdi ' 
by thick woods and moraffcs, "while their front could only 
be approached through a narrow pafs. I refolvcd ncvertbe- 
Jefs to attack them 5 and, for that purpofe, ordered general 
Poor, witli his own and -the Carolina brigade, to mcrre round 
upon their right, and general Woodford upon their left^i 
and the artillery to gall them in front. . But the impedi- 
ments in their way prevented their getting within reach- be- 
fore it was dark. They remained upon the gtonhd they 
had been direded to occupy during the night, with inten- 
tion to begin the attack e^ly the next morning; and the 
army continued lying upon their arms in the field of a^oUy 
to be in readinefs to fupport them. '- 

In the mean time the enemy were employed in removing ' 
thcar wounded, and about twelve o'clock at night tharched 
away in fuch filence, that, though general Poor lay extrcmci- ' 
ly near them, they effcfted their retreat without ht$ knoW* 
Ictlgc. They carried off all their wounded, except four of* 
ficcrs and about forty privates whofe wounds wdt^ too dan- 
gerous to permit their removal. 

* The extreme heat of the weather, the fatigue of the men 
from their march through a deep fandy country almoft en- 
tirely deiUtute of water, and the diftance the enemy had 
gained by marching in the night, made a purfuit impradic- 
able and friiiilefs : it would have anfwered no valuable pur-^ 
pofei and would have been fatal to numbers of our men^ fe*- 
vera! ^fwhom died the preceding day with heat; 

Were I to conclude my account of this day's tranfaftions 
without cxprefling my obligations to the officers^of the army 
in general, I (houkl do injuftice to their merit, and violence 
to my own feelings. They fcemed to vie wJth eaoh'othei* in 
manifefting their zeal and bravery. The catalogue of thofe 
who diftinguifiied themfelves is too long to admit of "parti- • 
cularifing individuals. I cannot, however, forbear mention*^ 

iug 
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ing feigadierpfgeficral Wayne, whpfe, good conduit andlwu- 
very through die whole aflion defcrvcs particular commien* 
dation. 

The behaviof of the troops in genci^l, after they refcovier- 
cd from the firft furprife occafioned by the retreat of the ad- 
vanced corps^ was fuch as could not be furpaffed. — All the 
aiftiUery, both ofiicer$ and men^ that were engaged, diftin- 
gui(bed them&lyes in a remarkable manaer. 

Inclofcd, Congrefs will be plcafcd to receive a return of 
our killedj wounded, and mifEng* Among the firft. were 
lieut^iantrcolonei Bunner of Pcnnfylvariia, and major Dick- 
infoi^ of 'Virginia, both officers of diiliqguiihed merit, 4nd 
much to be 4regretted<— The enemy's flain, left on the field, 
and buried by u% according to the r^urn of the perfons aflign- . 
cd to that duty, were four officers and two hundred and 
forty-five privates* In the former number was the honorable 
colonel Monckton. Exclufive of thefe, they buried fomc 
themfelves, a$ there were feveral new graves near the field 
of battle,-— How many men they may have had wounded, 
cannot be determined ; but, from .the ufual proportion, the 
number muft have been con fiderahlc— There were a few 
prifoners taken. 

The peculiar fituation of general Lee at this time requires 
that I fliould fay nothing of his condufl:. He is now in ar- 
reft. The charges againft him, with fuch fentence as the 
court-martial may decree in his cafe, (hall be tranfmitted for 
the. approbation or difapprobation of Congrefs, as'footn as it 
ihall be paffed. . . 

Being fully convinced by tlic gentlemen of tl»i? .covntry 
tliat the enemy cannot be hurt or injured in their 'Cmbarkat- 
tion at Sandy-Hpofc, the place to which they are going,— and 
unwilling to get too far removed from the Nordi-river, — 
I put the trppp^ in motion early this morning, and fliall pro- 
ceed ^that way» leaving the J^rfej brigside, Morgan's cprp^ 
ancl other J ight parties (the militia being all difmi(red), to 
Jiover abput i}>e)P> to countenance defcrtipn, and to prevent 

their 
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their depredations as far as pofliblc.—- After tliey embark^ die 
former will take poft in the neighborhood of Elizabeths 
town, the latter rejoin the corps from which they were de- 
iached.— I have the honor to be, &c. G.«W. 



Sir, Campy near Brunfwicy July 7, 1 778, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you, that, on fUfiday 
mominp, the left wing of the army moved towards the 
North-river ; the right followed yefterday ; and the fiicond 
line, which forms the rear divifion, is alfo now in motiotL 
I (hall advance as faft as I can confiftently with the circom-! 
fiances of the weather and the health of the troops. * 

The enemy, from the advices of our parties of obfcrrii- 
tion, were nearly if not all embarked yefterday. They have 
continued tb defert upon all occafions* 

I fliould be extremely happy if the committee appdinted 
to arrange the army, would repair to it ais foon as pofTible. 
Congrefs can form no adequate idea of the difcoittents prct 
vailing on account of the unfettled (late of rank, and the un- 
certainty in which officers are as to their future fmiation. 
The variety of hands in which the power of granting of 
commifllons and filling up vacancies is lodgedi'^-^and- other 
circumftances,— have occafioned frequent inftances o£ young- 
er officers commanding their fcniors, from the former hav- 
ing received their commilfions, and the latter not>-^and 
Ihefe, npt only in the line of the army at large, btit in their 
own brigades, and even in their own Tegiments»-rThisy it 
will be readily conceived, is neccfiarily produtHve o£,much' 
confufion, altercation and complaint, and requires the fpee^ 
dieft remedy. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P.-S.- By accounts from Monmouth, more of thc^netay'si 
^ead have been found. — ^It is faid the nun^bj^r buried by u^ 
^nd th^ inliabitants exceeds three hundred, .: •/. ; '. : -: r 
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, {Ji)R,^ • -y ^ — Can^fij at Paramusy July. 12^,1^^64 
ON frMay evening, r had thor honor to receive your 
letter of the fcventh inftant, with. its indofures.-^Thc vote 
of' approbation and thanks, which Congiefs have been pleafed 
to honor me with, gives me the higheft fatisfadVion, and at 
fhc fame time demands ^ return of my (inccreft acknow- 
ledgments. -^Xhc^o^btfr refolution I communicated with 
great pleafure.to the army at large in jefterday's orders. 

The left wing of the army, which advanced yefterday four 
miles beyond this, moved this morning on the route towards 
King*s-ferry. The right, and fecond line, which makes the 
laft divifion, are now here, where they will halt for a day or 
two,— or perhaps longer, if no cifcumftances of a prcfling 
nature caft up, — in order to refrefli themfelves from tlie 
great fatigues they have fufFered from the intenfe heat of the 
weather. \ 

We have had it reported for tvw) or three days through 
fcverttl channels from New- York, that there is a French fleet 
on the coafl : and it is added that the enemy have been man-* 
ning with the utmoft difpatch fcyertfl of their (hips of war 
ivhich were thercj and have puflied tbemout to fea. — H6w 
far thefe hOts arc true, I cannot determine : but I ihould think 
it of infinite importance to afcertain the firft, if poflible, by 
fending out fwift-failing cruifer$. The moft interefting ad- 
"vantages might follow the information* — I will try, by every 
prafticable means that I can devife, 10 obtain an accurate 
accoUntof the enemy's fleet at New-York. 

I have the honor to be, &c. ^' . G. W. 



Sl«» Campy JParamu^y July, 1 4, I1778. 

I HADthe honor yefterd ay evening of relcei^ijjg your 

Itery important favor of the tenth ioftant. — Colonel Lauicns, 

one of my aides, will fee out this morning with a letter to 

the French admiral, the, count D'Eftwng, inclofing a copy of 

yours, 
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yours, and fuch other information as I have betti able "W 
collcft. Its further purpofe is for the eftablilhing a coriven-» 
tion of fignals in cafe of co-operation, or to convey him fucH* 
knowledge of the enemy^s naval force and pofition^ as may 
from time to time come under our cognifance. 

It appears by intelligence of to-day that the count D'Ef* 
faing is off or near Sandy-Hook, having already feized feve* 
ral fifliing boats on the Banks, in order to procure informal 
tion and pilots. 

The army is in motion, and will crofs the North-river 
with all convenient difpatch, where I ihall purfue fuch mea*- 
fures as may appear belt calculated for improving th& pre- 
fcnt conjunfture. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Camp^ near fFhlte-Plalnsy July 22, "1778. 

SINCE I had the honor of addreiling yqu on the 
fourteenth, I have been favored with your letters of tht 
eleventh and feventeenth, with their refpeciive inclofurcs. 
The next morning after the receipt of the former which 
came to hand on the feventeenth, I difpatched lieutenant-co- 
lonel Hamilton, another of my aides, with the beft pilots 
and the mofl fkilful mailers of (hips I could procure, to ad- 
miral count D^Eftaing, to converfe with him more fully on 
the fubjc£l of his operations, than I was able to direcSl lieu- 
tenant-colonel Laurens to do for want of the information 
which I afterwards obtained from major Chouin,, and a 
knowledge in feveral other points bcfides. 

On funday night Mr. Laurens returned ; and I found by 
him that it was the count's firil wi(h to enter at Sandy- 
Hook, in order to pofTefs himfelf of, or to dellioy, if poffible, 
the whole of the Britifli fleet lying in the bay of New- York; 
and that, for this purpofe, he had been muchai^aged in hU . 
inquiries about the depth of water, and in founding the 
cLaiind to afcertaln it j the rcfult of which wa.«, that the 

8 water. 
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vrzter, from the experiments madq, was too (hallow at die en- 
trance to admit his large fliips,— or, if th^y could be got in, 
it appeare4 that it would not be without a great deal of difli- 
culty and riik^ , After this difappointment, tjie next import- 
ant objefl: which feemed to pr^sfent itfelf was an attempt 
againft Rhode-Ifland, which the count inclined to make 
(unlcfs I fliould advife the contrary) as fooa as the Chi- 
mera frigate, which had carried his excellency monfieur 
Girard into the Delaware, (hould rejoin him. 

Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, who was well iafprmed of 
ourfituation and of my fentimcnts on every point, was in- 
ftru^ed to give the admiral a full apd accurate (late of fads, 
and to acquaint him what aid, and how far we could cp-opc- 
rate with him, in cafe of an attempt either ^gaijift New- 
York or Rhode-Ifland ; and alfo to obtain his ^deas of the plan 
and fyftem which he might think ought to be purfued, and 
to agree with him on certain fignals* . . 

Previous to my difpatcbing Mr. Hamilton, fropj the in- 
formation I received on my inquiries refpedJing the naviga- 
tion at the Hopk, I was led to fufpeft (however interefting 
and defirable the. deftru£lion or capture of the Britilh fleet 
might be) that it was not fufficient to introduce the count's 
ihips. Under this apprehenfion, I wrote general Sullivan on the 
fe^venteenth by exprefs, that an expedition might take place 
in a fliort time againft Rhode-Ifland, and urged him at the 
famq time to apply to the ftates of MaflTachufettSj Rhode- 
Ifland and Conne£licut, for as many men as would augincnt 
his force to five thoufand, and alfo to make every pipilTible 
preparation of boats, provifion, pilots, &c, as if the event w as 
fixed and. certain. 

From this time till about twelve o'clock on funday^ the 
troops continued paffing the river, when I crofled with the 
laft diyifion. On monday afternoon I arrived at this place, 
in the neighborhood of which, the right and left wing en- 
camped that night, with the fecond line a few miles In their 
rear. And here I am happy to add that their pailage acrofs 

the 
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the river was efFefled without any accident, or without znf 
more delay than neceflarily attended the work. 

Being perfuaded now from the converfation which I haVtf 
had with feveral pilots and mafters of vcfleis, of charafter, a^ 
well as from the accounts of other gentlemen, and colonel 
Laurens's report on his return, that the palling of the 
count's (hips by the Hook would be extremely precarious, if 
not imprafticable, — I determined yefterday (which was as 
foon as it could be done), without waiting for further intel- 
ligence upon the fubjedJ:, to put two brigades under march- 
ing orders. They accordingly marched this morning at twd 
o'clock, for Rhode-Ifland, under the particular command of 
generals Varnum and Glover refpeflively, and both under thd 
direftion, for the prefent, of the marquis De la Fayette, A 
water conveyance was thought of, and wiflied for the eafe of 
the troops : but, on confidcration of all cifcumflances, fuch 
as the difficulty of providing veflels, the change and preca- 
rioufnefs of the winds, the rifk from the enemy's (hips, &c, 
their route by land M'as deemed by far the more eligible.— 
The force with general Sullivan, from the beft and lateft ad- 
vice I have been able to obtain, is about three thoufand.— 
A detachment under colonel Jackfon will follow Varnum's 
and Glover's brigades. 

The inclofed papers, N** i, refpefting eight perfons feftt 
from Bennington, and ordered into the enemy's lines, carttc 
to hand yefterday. About the fame time I received a letter 
from governor Clinton, containing a petition by the pri- 
foners, and a letter from the committee of Albany, all re* 
monftrating againfl the proceeding. As this is z matter in 
which 1 liave no authority to aft, nor in which I woulj 
wifii to intermeddle, I take the liberty of referring it to Coii- 
grefs, that they may decide upon it. — The prifoners arc at 
Weft-Point, and ordered to be detained there for the pre- 
fent. 

I would alfo take the liberty of tranfmitting to Congrcli 
a letter from captain Gibbs, and of recommending him to 

their 
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their confideyatlqn.. His letter w^s to have been.fent by 
the baron Steuben before we marched from Valky-Forge r 
but his declining to go to Yorktown ^t that time, and our 
move through . the Jerfeys, delayed its being done. The 
captain h^s bqen in the arnay from the commencement of 
the war, and in the capacities, which he mentions.—- When 
Congrefs were pjeafed to hoijor me with the appointment 
of officers for the fixteen additional batallions, I offered to 
make fome provifion for him: but. this he declined, pre- 
ferring to remain in my family. The guard he originally 
commanded confided of fifty men ; but, fince .the arrival of 
l^aron Steuben, it has been augmented to a hundred and fifty. 
The baron advifed that there fliould be a feleO: corps of this 
number to receive the manoeuvres in the firft inftance, and 
to aft as a model to the army ; ' and proppfed that it fhould 
be formed of the old guard company, and draughts from, the 
line. — I prefume, if it (hould be Congrefs's pleafure, a ma- 
jority woiild be highly acceptable to the captain, and that it 
is as much as'he expefts. 

Eleven 'oUloc\^ P. M. — I this moment received a l^tet 
from colonel Hamilton who is on his return to the army, 
dated the .twentieth at Black-Point. He infornis that the 
cbunt D'Eftaing would fall the next evening for Rho^le- . 
Ifland, being convinced from aclual foundings that he could 
not enter his {hips.. He was anxioufly waiting the arrival 
' of .the Chimere, but, at all events, meant to fail at the time 
he mentions. The admiral has agreed on fignals with Mr. 
Hamilton.-7-In>mediately after this letter came to hand, my 
aidCjt Mr. Laurens, fet oat for Providence, having, many . 
things to communicate to general Sullivan upon the fubjedt 
of his co-operation, which neither time nor propriety would 
fuffcr me to commit to paper, General Suiiivan is direftcd 
not to confine the number of his troops to five thoufand, 
but to augment it, if he fhall judge it necefTary to infurc 
his. fucccfs. 
' I was informecl by Air. Laurens, that the count D'Eftalng's 
^ ' VoLrlL ''^ ■■ X • ' ' ■ 
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magazine pf bread is not fo large as we could wi(h, and tBat 
in the courfe of a few weeks he will be in want. Thi« ctf-* 
cumftance I thought it right ta mention : and I flibuld ft^ 
pofe that any quantity of Wfcuit may be provided iir a little 
time at Philadelphia. 

The inclofures, N** 2, are copies of three letters from my- 
fclf to the admiraL — I flatter myfdf the prefcnt of ftoclr> 
which I direfled for him^ on his firft arrivalj in behalf of the 
ftates, will be approved by CoBgrefs. 

The accounts from the weftcrn frontiers of Tryon coun- 
ty arc diftreffing. The fpirit of the favages fecras to be 
roufed, and they appear determined on mifchi^ and h»» 
voc in every quarter. — By a letter from goyernor ClintoSy 
6f the tWenty-firft, they have deftroyed Springfield and An- 
dreas- toWn^ and are marching towards the fetdements oft 
the weft branch of the Delaware. Thefe incurfions are ex- 
tremely embarrafiing to our other affairs^ and I tbink, will 
juftify a conclnfion that fir Henry Clinton's intention was 
to operate up the North-river. Whether it may have 
changed with circumftances, cannot be determined. 

I have detached the fourth Pennfylvania regiment and the 
remains of Morgan's corps, under lieutenant-colonel Biitler^ 
and alfo colonel Graham with a York ftate regiment,, to co^ 
operate with' the militia^ and to check the Indians, if pofiible^ 
Colonel Butler is an enterprifing good officer, and well- 
acquainted with thc.favage mode of warfare : and I am per^* 
feiaded whatever comes within the compafs of hie force and- 
abilities, will be done. 

I have the honor to be, &o. G. W. 



Sir, Hcad'^4art€rsi FFhiU-Plcuns^^ July a6, 1775. 

THE baron De Steuben will have the Jionor of deli- 
vering you thi$.^-I am extremely forry that this gentlematfs^ 
lituation and views feem to have determined him to quit the 
-fervlce^ in "which he has been heretofore and is capable ftill 
' • of 
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t( being extenfively ufeful. Some difcontehts, which arofe 
among the oflScers on account t( the powers with which thd 
office was at firft tefted, induced me to arrange the duties of 
it upon ^ plan difFerfcnt from that on which'it began/ The 
moving ftate of the army has fcfr fome time paft,»in a great 
degrecj fiifpended the txercife of the infpeftorate. When 
the troops mstrched from Brunfwic, the fcarcit^ of general 
officers,"— nioft of them being engaged with the Court-mar- 
tial either as members or witnefTes,— ^cCafioncd thy giving 
the baron d tem^orafy command of a divifion during the 
march* On our arrival near our pfefent encarnpment, I in- 
tended he fhould reluKjuifli this charge^ and refume his for- 
mer office^ for which purpofe a general order was accord- 
ingly iffued. But I find that hft is entirely difiriGlined to the" 
meafure, and refolves not to continue in the fervice Unlefs he 
Can hold ah a£):ual command in the line; 

Juftice concurring with rncfination conftr^ihs me to teftify 
that the baron has in every inftance difdiarged the fevera! 
trufts repofcd in him with great 2eal and abilrty, fo as to 
give him the fullcfft title to fib y cfteem, as a brav^v indefatig- 
able, jtidicious, and expenenced officer.— I regret thete 
fhould bie a neceffity that hiS fervices fhould bfe loft to the^ 
army : at the fame time P think ii my duty explicitly to ob- 
ferve to Gongtefs,' thait his defire of having an aftual and 
permanent cofrnnatid in the line camiot b6 complied with^ 
"Without Wouridirfg the feelings of a number of officer^ whofe 
tank and meritsr give them every claim to atfention ; anc^ 
that the dbing it would be prorfaftfve of much diiTatisfadion 
and extenfive ill confeqtfences. This doei- not proceed 
froni any peffonal objeftions 6ti the part of thofc; officers 
^^nft Ae b^oM :-H3n the cbntYary, moft of them, v^hom I 
fefeve ficard fpetffc of hiftt, exptefs a high fchfe of hrs military 
w:orth^ It pi^oe'eeds frorft motived of an6ther ftat'urc,- which 
• ate too obvioiis lo need particulsfr explanation,' or may be 
fummcd up in this, that they concede fuch a- ftep would be 
injurious to their effential rights' and juft expedlations. — 

X 2 • That 
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That this would be tlieir way of thinking upon the fubjed, 
I am fully convinced, from the efl'ecl which the temporary 
command given him, even under circumftances fo peculiar 
as tliofe I have mentioned, produced :— the ftrongcft fymp- 
toms of difcontent appeared upon the occaCon. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Hcaj-^tfartersy rrhite-Plainsyyuly 2$^ ITJS. 

THIS will be prefented to Congrcfs by general Put- 
nam. He arrived from Connefticut the day after I came 
into the neighborhood of this camp. — As I have not rc^ 
ceived any refolution of Congrefs refpe£ling the court of in* 
quiry which they direfted, and which was tranfmitted them, 
on the fubje<3: of the pods in the Highlands taken laft year, 
I am at a lofs in what point of view to confidcr him. — He 
withes fome dccifion in this inftance ; and his journey to 
Philadelphia is for that purpofe. 

I have tlie honor to be, &c. ' G. W, 



Sir, Head'^iartcrsj mite Plains^ Aug. 3, l^^i^ 

I DO myfclf the honor of tranfmitting to Congrefs a 
copy of a letter from general Xnox, and of fundry obferva- 
tions and remarks on the ordnance eftablifliment of the 
elf venth of February, which I received about the time wc 
marched from Valley-Forge. Thefe would have been tranf- 
mitted before, had it not been for the moving ft ate of the 
army, and a variety of other obJe£ts which engrofled my at- 
tention,— i We have found by experience that fome inconve-^ 
niences have refulted from the eftablifliment, which I con- 
ceive have proceeded principally from the total indepen- 
dence of the commiflary-general of military ftores on the 
commanding officer of artillery. It feems fome alterations 
are necelTary : and what they fliall be> Congrefs will be 
plc^fcd to determine. 

It 
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It IS not without reluftance that I am conftrained to renew 
my importunities on the fubjecl of the committee df arrange- 
ment. The prefent unfettled flate of the army is produc- 
tive of fo much diflatisfaftion and confufion, and of fuch ^ 
variety of difputes, that almoil the whole of my time is 
now employed in finding temporary and inadequate expedi- 
ents to quiet the minds of the officers, and keep bufinefs on 
a tolerable fort of ifooting. — Not an hour pafles without new 
applications and new complaints about rank : and, for want 
of a proper adjuftment of this and many otlier cfTenrial 
points, our affairs are in. a moft irkfome and injurious train. 
We can fcarcely form a court-martial or parade a detach- 
n^ent in any inftapce, without a warm difculBon on the fubjeft 
of precedence ; and there are feveral good officers now who 
are forced to decline duty, to prevent difputes, and their 
behig commanded by others who upon every principle arc 
their inferiors, unlefs their having obtained commiffions be- 
g fore them (from the. opportunities they had of making earlier 
applications, from local circumftances) (hould be confidered 
fufficicnt to give them a fuperior claim. — There are many 
other caufes of diflhtisfaftion on this head : but I will not 
enter into a minute relation of them. I fincerely wifli that the 
gentlemen appointed, or fuch others as Congrefs may think 
proper to nominate for the occafion, would immediately re- 
pair to camp : — the prefent opportunity is fsworable for re- 
ducing matters to fyftem and order ; and, from painful exv 
pcrience, I know there is an abfolute neceffity for it. 

I fliould alfo hope that Congrefs will excufe me for men- 
tioning again the neceffity there is foi^ appointing fome bri-» 
gadiers. — The MafTachufette, by the refignation of general 
Learned, wants one : Pennfyivania, as general Hinnd is not 
here, has but one with the army : Maryland, which has two 
large brigades in the field, has only gfeneral Smallwood 5 and 
the North-Carolina troops, fince the departure • of general 
M*Into{h, have been without any.' — As I had taken the li- 
berty upon a former occafion to offijr my fentiments to Con- 

X,3 grefs 
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grefs and their committee upon.jthis fubjed^ I fhould not 
trouble tUem now, if I was not more and more convinced 
that the fervice required promotions in this line. The fre-f 
^aent changes which take place among the officers, where 
there are no brigadiers, are attended with great inconveni« 
ence and detriment ; and they are an effe£i:ual bar to the in- 
trodu£^iQn of difcipline. In fuch cafes, the officers know 
^hat their command is but temporary, always liable to ceafe | 
^nd therefore they do not fii]d themfelves fufficiently in* 
tcreiled to promote order and fubordination ; nor will the 
reft look up to them with that refpeft and deference which 
are eflential. Every day's experience prove? this, and 
fhews beyqnd queftion that the affair? of ;i brigade can 
never be in a right train without a brigadier or fome general 
officer to dired them, — It is certain ihefe appointments, aj 
the firfl view, will add a little to the lift of pxpenfe : but 
in the end they will be a great faving, and produpe many 
important advantages.— We are alfo a good deal diftreffed 
at this time for major-generals. However, as this arife) 
more from the peculiar circumftances and fituation of many 
which prevent them from duty in the line, than from a defi- 
ciency in the number appointed, I fhall not add uppi^ the 
occafion. , 

■ There is another branch of the army, which, in my opi- 
nion, calls loudly for the appointment of a general officer,— 
and this is the cavalryt-^^For want of a proper regulating 
head in this corps, the whole has been in confufion, and of 
but very little fervice ; whereas, under a right management, 
it might be moi^ ufcful. The principal officers in it do not 
li^rmonifes which cirpumftance, with thejr diiputes about 
rank, would (were there no other objedions) effeftually pre- 
vent the corps {xo\n rendering thq public the fervices they 
have a right to expccV, and of which it fhould he capable. To 
promote ^ny gentleman now in it to a general command, 
•yv'ould not be icquiefced in by the reft,— nor' dp I know ihat 

any 
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ilny of them wifli it; — and it would increafc their mifundert» 
ftanding, and, of courfe, diforder. - 

I mean to draw all the horfe immediately together, when 
I truft they will be under the direftion of a general officer 
appointed by Congrefs for the purpofe. Who he fhall be, 
will remain folely .with them to determine. However, 1 will 
take the liberty to add that he fliould be intelligent, a£live, 
attentive ; and, as far as I can judge, general Cadwnllader 
or general Reed would fill the poft with great honor and 
advantage ; though it would feem, from the feat the latter 
has taken in Cpngrefs, and from his late appointment to the 
council of Pennfylvania, as if he had declined every military 
view. The abilities of thefe gentlemen, as well as their at- 
tachment, are generally known j and I am- led to believe that 
either would be as acceptable to the corps as any perfon that 
tan be found^i ladeed I have learned as much from two 
of the colonels. 

I have been waiting with the moft impatient anxiety to 
hear pf count D'Eftaing's arrival at Rhode-Ifland ; but as 
yet I have not been fo happy. My laft intelligence from, 
thence is a letter from general Sullivan, dated at ten o'clock 
in the forenoon of the twenty-feventh, when he h^d* no adr- 
vice of the fleet. — ^He was ir^ high fpirits ; and, from the 
preparation in which matters were, he entertained the moft 
flattering hopes of fuccefs in the intended enterprife* — The 
brigades of Varnum and Glover, with Jackfon's detach- 
jnent, would arrive, 1 expeft, on the fecond inftant. 

As the army viras encamped, and there was no great pro- 
fpeft of a fudden removal, I judged it adyifable to feftd ge* 
. ncral Greene to the eaftward on wednefday laft> being fully 
perfuaded hj^ fervices, as well in the quarter- maftcr line as 
in the field, would be of material importance in the expedi- 
Vion againft. the enemy in that quarter. He is intimately 
acquainted with th^ whole' of that countfy, and befides 
he has an extenfive intereft and. influence in it. And, in 
'jufticc to general Crcenfj I take occafion to obferve that 

X f the 
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the public is much indebted to him for his judicious ma<r 
nagcmcnt and adive exertions in his prefcnt department. 
When he entered upon it, he found it in a mod confufed, 
diftradicd, and deilitute ftate. This, byJiIs conduct and 
induilry, has undergone a very happy change, and fuch as 
enabled us witli great facility to make a fudden move with 
the whole army and baggage from Valley-Forge in purfuk 
of the enemy, and to perform a march to this place. In a 
word, h^ has given the jnoft general fatisfaftion, and his af- 
fairs carry much the face of method and fyftem. — I alfo 
confider it as aa adi of juftice to fpeak of the condufl of 
colonel Wadfworth, commiffary general. He has been in- 
defatigable in his exertions to provide for the army; and, 
fmce his appointment, our fupplies of provifion have been 
good and ample. 

Auguji 4. — At feven o'clock in the evening yeftcrday, I 
received the inclofed letter from general Sullivan, with one 
addrefled to myfelf, a copy of which I do myfelf the plea- 
fure of forwarding. — I am exceedingly happy in the count's 
arrival, and that things wear fo pleafing an afpeft. 

There is another fubjeft on which 1 miiil take the liberty 
of addrciCng Congrefs, which is that of the clothier's de- 
partment. — I am perfeflly fatisfied, that, unlefs 'this very 
important andinterefting oiTicc is put under better regula- 
tions, the army will never be clothed. * * * I believe 
both officers and men, particularly the latter, have fuffered 
greater inconveniences and diflreil'es than foldiers ever did 
befoire, for want of clothing; and that this has not flowed 
more from a real fcarcity of articles, than a want of proper 
exertions and provident management to procure them.— 
It is eflential that fomething (houM be done, and imme- 
diately, to place the department on a better footing. We 
have now a great many men entirely deftitute of fhirts and 
breeches, and I fuppofe not lefs than a fourtli or fifth of the 
whole heje who arc without ihoes. . From the deficiencies 
in tliis line, numbers of defertions have proceeded, — not to 
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mention deaths : and, what is ftill'worfe, the troops which 
remain, and fee themfelves in rags, want that fpirit and prid« 
ncceflary to conftitute the foldier. 

I have been informed by feveral officers, and by fuch as I 
can depend on, that many of the late draughts are willing 
and defirous of enlifting during the war. I do not conceive 
myfelf at liberty to give dircfdiion on the point, and there- 
fore fubmit it to Congrefs to decide. However, if they can 
be engaged for the ufual bounties allowed by the continent, 
after proper precautions are taken to prevent fraud, I think 
the meafure will be expedient. — It is true, our affairs have 
an agreeable afpedl at prefent : but the war may continue, 
and we — want men. A third of the time pf fome of them, 
and a half in the cafe of others, is already expired ; and, a» 
they will rife in their views, and become more difficult in 
proportion as tlieir fervice draws to a conclufion, — if the 
ftep is confidered advifable, the fooncr we attempt to enlift, 
the better in all probability will the work fuccecd. 

I have the honor to be^^ &c. G. W. 



Sir, White-Plains, Augufi 7, 1778. 

YESTERDAY afternoon I had the honor to receive 
your favor of the thirtieth ultimo. — Major Gibbs is now at 
Rhodc-Ifland. I (hall embrace the firft fafe opportunity to 
tranfmit -him your letter and the cpmmiffion with which 
Congrefs have been pleafed to honor him. 

Since my letter of the third and fourth inftant, I have re- 
ceived no advices from general Sullivan, fo that lean give no 
information of bur operations againft the enemy in the eaft- 
ern quarter.— I am told the militia of MaiTachufetts and 
Connedlicut were collefting fall, and proceeding to rein- 
force him. 

I have the pleafure to acquaint Congrefs that major-gene- 
ral Lincoln arrived here yefterday, and that he is happily fo 

far 
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far recovered from his wound, as to be able to take his com^ 
mand in the line. 

The inclofed paper from New- York came to hand laft 
^Slight. It contains an account of the fire which unfortu* 
jutely broke out in the city on funday night, and of the da- 
mage which was occafioned by it. It alfo contains the 
lateft advices that I have feen from Britain^ and fuch as 
appear to be interefting. 

I have the honor to be, &c» G. W» 



SlRi Campy Jug. 7, 1778, ten $*clocky P. M^ 

SINCE I had the honor of addrcfEng you to-day, I 
received letters from the count D'Eftaing, and my aide, lieu- 
tenant-colonel Lauirens. Thefe contain the lateft advices 
I have from Rhode-Ifland, — of which I do myfelf the pleai- 
fure of tranfmitting copies by this conveyance. ' 
• I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, JVhite-Platnsj Auguji 11, 1778, 

I TAKE the liberty of tranfmitting to Congrefs the 
inclofed letter which I juft now received from the paymaf- 
ter-general. They will perceive by it that the military chcft 
is entirely exhaufted, and that a third of the army re- 
mains unpaid for the months of April and May. The im- 
portance and neceflity of an immediate, and large fupply 
will at once appear} and I am perfuaded it will be ordered 
and forwarded with all poflible expedition. 

Since I had the honor of writing by colonel Hetli on fun- 
day lafl:, I have not received any advices from Rhode-Ifland. 

I have the honor to be, &c. ^ G. W, 
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, Sir, Head-Barters, fVhiterPlain^y /iug. 13,1778,^ 

I HAVE the honor to tranfmit you a letterfrpm ge- 
neral Sullivan, which, from the tardinefs of the cxpreffes, a, 
but juft come to hand. I fuppofe it gives Coiigrefs ^c 
fame information communicated to me : but, left there 
(houid be any particulars mentioned in his letter to me which 
may not be contained in the one to you, I am induced tp 
accompany th^ latter with a copy of the former. 

The papers fent fr^om Congrefs to head-quaners, and tc- 
Jurned, refpefting the cafe of major-general St. Clair, witf 
)be wanted immediately, as it is probable his trial will now 
very fpeedily come on. 

I beg you will excufe the trouble I give you in requefting 
you will favor me, in your next, 'With copies of the refolvc 
of Congrefs for raifing the regiment of artillery in Virginia 
and appointing colonel Harrifon to the command of it, — 
and of another, pafTed the latter end of feventy-fix, for raif- 
ing three batallions of continental artillery. Some difputes 
about rank have arjfen, which make thefe refolutions necef- 
fary ; and it happens that my papers of that period are ab* 
fent.— With the utmoft refpeft, I have the Jipnor to be, 
&c. ' G-W. 

P. S. I reqtieft you will be pkafed to forward t}»e inclofed 
to Mr. Sergeant without delay. 



{The following lettfr, without dale, appears to have b^ev^ 
'written about the fifteenth of Auguji^ ^77^0 

Sir, ' 

MR. Fuhrer and Mr. Kleinfmit have lately left the 
Britifh lines, and ocme in to us. — The account they give of 
themfelves is this, that they had been firft-lieutenants in, the 
Heffian corps, were taken prifoners at Trenton, refidcd dur- 
pg their captivity z% Dumfries in Virginia^ were lately ex- 
changed, 

7 
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chapged, and have fince rcfigned their com mi flions; — thsfl 
haying folicited permifliion to come out from the enemy, and 
being refufed^ they determined to. leave them at all hazards, 
and have now put their de/lgn in execution. — The circum- . 
fiances of their captivity are known to feveral officers in our 
armyv 

They are defirous of entering into our fervice, obferving 
that there are a number of German officers in the fame dif- 
pofition with themfelves, who will refign and join us, if they 
find that thefe meet with proper countenance .-r-It appears 
to me that important advantages may attend the encourag- 
ing a difpofition of this nature (if it really exifts, — which is 
far from being impoffible) from the Influence it will necefla- 
rily have upon the foldiery by increafing that fpirit of defer- 
tion and difcontent which already prevails among them. 

Congrefs will befl judge of the propriety of employing 
thefe gentlemen. — I have been thinking in what manner it 
might be done : and the mode leaft exceptionable, which at 
prefent occurs to me, is to authorife them to raife a corps 
for themfelves, by enlifting fuch German inhabitants, and 
fuch deferters from the foreign troops, as may be willing t© 
engage. The corps at firfl:, as it is only by way of experi- 
ment, need not be large, but may be afterwards increafcd as 
circumftances fliall point out. This meafure, I apprehend, 
cannot be attended with any material inconvenience, and 
may be produftive of utility. If the gentlemen are employ- 
ed at all, it muft be in a new corps, as they could not be in- 
troduced into any of thofe already formed, without injuring 
the officers in tliem, and producing diffatisfaftion, murmurs^ 
and refignations. 

I have founded thcvfi on the plan here fuggefted, and they 
fcem to be very fanguine in its fuccefs, and anxious to un- 
dertake it.— They expeft fome augmentation in rank; and 
indeed it feems necefTary,. in order the more effi^dually to 
intercft others to follow their example : but caution fhould 
be ufed not to carry the idea too far, becaufe, befides other 

weighty 
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weighty confiderations, the higher the rank conferred on 
them, the more difficult it will be to provide forthofe who 
may hereafter come to us, and who will of courfe frame 
their expe<Slations by comparif6n% 

I have the honor to be, &c. • G. W. 

P. S. An additional grade, to the rank they held in tho 
corps they come from, will, in my opinion, be fufficient. 



* Sm., Head-^uartcrsyTfhiU'PlainSy Jug. 16, 1778. 

I TAKE the liberty, by the conveyance now offered 
jne by captain Riley, to tranfmit to Congrefs the proceed- 
ings of the court-martial in the cafe of major-general Lee. 

The inclofed papers comprehend a requeft by general 
. Phillips for an officer to go to Canada by way of the lakes, 
on the fubjeft of clothing for the convention troops. I do 
not conceive myfelf at liberty to anfwer general Heath upon 
the point, who referred it to me ; and requeft that Con- 
grefs will favor me with their direftion as foon as they con- 
veniently can, that I may enable him to fatisfy general Phil- 
lips refpecling it. 

I have not received a (ingle tittle of intelligence, from 
Rhode-lfland fmce general Sullivan's letter of the tentli, a 
copy of which I tranfmitted in mine of the thirteenth. I 
am extremely anxious to hear from thence, and of count 
D'Eftaing's fafe arrival in port : the moment I do, I fliall do 
myfelf the honor to advife Congrefs. 

I have the honor to be, S^c. G. W. 



Sir, Head'^artersy JVlntc-PlahiSy Aiig. 16, 1778. 

SINCE I had tKe honor of addrefling you to-day by 
captain Riley, I received a letter from general Sullivan, a 
copy of which you have inclofed. From this it appears the 
fcfunt D'Eftainghad not returned with his fquadron on the 

thirteenth 
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thirteenth Inftantt and there is reafon to fear, from thtf. 
. violence of the weather ever fince, that he has not ye;t got 
in. — This accident has much deranged our views ^ and I 
fcall be happy if it does not totally defeat our enterprife 
againfl Rhode-lfland. — I feel much for the count. He ha^ 
been peculiarly unfortunate in the cqmbination of feveral 
untoward circumflances to fruilrate his plans. 

The letter addrefled to you accompanied mine from ge- 
neral Sullivan. They were both delivered at the fame; 
inftant -^ and through inadvertence I broke the feal of yours. 
Before I had opened it, I difcovered the miftake j and the 
contents have not been feen. This relation, I truft, will 
apologife for the meafure. . . 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W^ 

P. S. Your favor of the thirteenth has conie to hand. 



Sir, Head-Barters^ lillic-PlalnSy Augufi 19, 1778^ 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit you a copy of a 
letter from general Sullivan, dated the feventeenth inftant,- 
which I juft now received, with the letter inclofed. — It ap- 
pears that count D'Eftaing was (lill cut with his fleet, but 
yet that the general was in high fpirits, and entertained the 
ftrongeft hopes of fuccefs. 1 flatter myfelf they are well 
grounded, and that in the courfe of a few days he will an- 
nounce the entire reduftion of the enemy's force 6n the 
iflnnd. 

The declaration refpeGiPg governor Johnfton has been 
fent by a flag to the Britifli conimifTionersj 

I have the honor to bcj &c. G. W# 



Sir, Head-^artei'Sy Pflhe-PlalnSj Juguji 21, 1778. 
YOUR favor of tlie fixteenth, with the feveral pa- 
pers to which it referred, came duly to hand on wedoef- 
day afternooa. 

I this 
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I this minute received from general SuUiTari the letter I 
have now the honor of forwarding you, with one addreffed 
to myfelf. A copy of the latter is alfo inclofed.— The ge- 
neral feems to have been very near the enemy's lines, and 
on the point of opening all his batteries.— Things appear to 
be in a promifing" train. 

By advices from an officer of rank and intelligence who is 
ftationed with a party in Monmouth county, I am informed 
that fixteen (hips entered the Hook on the feventeenth,— 
one having a flag; and that, on that and the preceding 
day, a heavy cannonade was heard at Cea. 

I have the honor to be, &c« G. W* 



Sir, Headquarters, Pf bite-Plains^ -^uguji 21, l^^^^ 

( I DO myfelf the honar of tranfmitting to Congref* 
the inclofed memorial of colonel Rawlings, prefented in 
behalf of himfelf and the Maryland officers who were under 
his command in the year 1776. Th« fafts which are dated 
in it are generally true j and I cannot but feel myfelf ex- 
ceedingly interefted in favor of thefe gentlenven. The con-' 
duft of this whole corps, when Eort-Wafliington was at- 
tacked, is fo generally known and approved, that it is almofl 
unnecefTary to add upon the fubjeft^ However I think if 
but juftice to obferve that every reprefentatiori of that day'* 
tranfaftion gave them the higheft credit. They fought with 
a degree of veteran brarvery y and, though but a handful,^ 
they maintained their ground a confideraWe time, notwith-* . 
landing the moft vigorous effi^rts to force them> All wha 
were fpeftators upon the oc6afion have declared this;, and 
the enemy themfeives have not refufcd them applaufe. 

It feems hard that officers of their merit (hould be over-*- 
looked, — and a lofs to the fervice that they (hould remain unr- 
employed : but the confequences that would attend their in-' 
corporation with any of the corps now exifting appear too dif- 
agreeable, to try the experiment. Colonel Rawlings himfelf,, 
from thd information I have had^. do«$ not lading to give- 
any 
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any uncaGnefs to the IJne of the army, and would rather 
make a diftant part of it againft the Indians, in cafe he could 
be provided for in that way. Captain Beall, who is charged 
with this, will be able to inform Congrcfs more fully than I 
can of the wiflics of the colonel and the reft of his officers ; 
and his account niiiy lead perhaps to fome fuitabic and prac- 
ticable proviGon R)r them. — As I have obferved before, they 
are men who defcrve well of their country. — I only ijicn- 
tion the Maryland olFiccrs upon this occafion, becaufe that 
part of the corps which came from Virginia was pirovided 
for by the ftatc in their prefent arrangement, as I have been 
credibly advlfcd. 

Mr. Rawlings was ncv^v in the complete and a£tual com- 
mand of the regiment under his dircftion as colonel, becaufe 
he never obtained a commiilion : but he became entitled to 
it according to the then common rule of promotion by the 
death of colonel Stephenfon, and the non-acceptance of co- 
lonel Morgan who was appointed to it. Of the latter cir- 
cumftance, Mr. Rawlings, I am perfuaded, was never ap- 
prifed, as it was kept, a fccret from an apprehenfion that the 
enemy might claim an cllicer of the rank of colonel in 
exchange for Morgan v.ho was then a prifoner on parole, if 
his promotion came to their knowledge. — Major Williams 
of the Maryland part of the corps was appointed by the ftate 
to one of her regiments now in the field, and is the only 
oflicer In his predicament I know of, that they arranged. 

I have the honor to be> &c. . G. W. 



Sir, Hiad-^uarUrs^ PFhitc-P laths y Auguji 24, 1778*. 

I HAD yeftcrday the honor to receive your favor of 
the twentieth inftant.— I take the liberty of tranfmitting you 
a copy of a letter which this minute came to hand from ge- 
neral Siillivaii, advlfing of the count D'Eftaing's arrivah 
He omitted to inclofe the admiral's letter to which he re- 
fers; and therefore I can give no further intelligence than 
9 - what 
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what the copy contains.— From the fufterlng of the fleet, 
dxc ftorm muft have been exceedingly fevere at fea. 

I alfo inclofe two York papers of the nineteenth and 
twentieth. Thefe mention an engagement off Sandy*Hook 
on the fixtecnth. It could only have been partial on the 
fide of the French fquadron at any rate> as the Languedoc 
and the feventy-four-gun (hip muft have loft their mafts be- 
fore that time. — ^It would feem by the account given in the 
papers, that tlie Ifis and fome other (hips on the part of the 
enemy had been damaged. 

1 have the honor to be, &e» G. W. 



Sir, Head' garter s^ ^ite-Platns, Jugufl 25, I778. 
INCLOSED you will be pleafcd to receive a copy 
of a letter of the twenty-third inftant from general Sul- 
livan, which came to hand about half after three o'clock 
this morning, with the feverai papers to which it refers, 
copies of which are alfo tranfmittdd. By thefe, Congrefs 
will perceive our profpe<3s are much changed with re« 
fpe£t to the operations againft Rhode-Ifland ; and that the 
iflue, as things are now circumftanced,—- whether we look 
to a continuation of the fiege, to an immediate attack, or a 
retreat,— muft be attended with great difficulty and rifle.— 
I truft the wifeft naeafures will be purfued; and I will hope 
for the beft.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. General Sullivan, I think, muft be under a miftake 
as to the amount of the relief which the enemy had at- 
tempted to give from York.— I have ufed every pofliblc 
means to gain information from time to time on this head ; 
and I never could learn, either from deferters or others who 
had been in the city, that any troops had embarked fince the 
reinforcement fent up the Sound long ago, cxqept fome 
draughty to zQt in the fleet as marines. 



Vol. n. 
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Head-Barters^ White-Plains^ Auguji 31, 1778, 
Sir, three o*cl9cky P. M. 

I Would take the liberty to inform Gongrefe that 
colonel Armand is come to camp with his corp8» and has 
applied to me for commiffions for his officers*-*By the refo- 
lution for eftablifhing the corps, it was to be officered temt of '^ 
the foreigners then commifiioned in our fervice, whb V^re 
not nor could bcL provided for in any of the regiments* In- 
ftead of thiS) there are only three officers in this corps wh6 
before held any commiffions in our feryice> yiz. lieutenant* 
colonel Vrigney, and captains Mercley and Shafncr. The 
two laft w^re only lieutenants, and are now appointed to 
captaincies, contrary (it feems to me) to the fpirit and inten* 
tion of the refolution* 

As colonel Armand has departed from his inftrpftionk 
. which muft govern me, I am not authorifed to grant the 
commiffions he requires, and am therefore Under th^ neceffity 
of troubling Congrefs with the arrangement of the x:oipi, 
N° I, as it now a£hially (lands for their confidoration 
and decifion. — The colonel founds his deviation from 
the refolye upon fome verbal intimation given him that the 
part in ijueftion would not be infilled on. 

I would alfo take the liberty to mention that general Da 
Portail lately delivered me a memorial, in which, among othet 
things, he reprefents that he had made an agreement with 
Congrefs at his firil appointment, that neither himfelf nor 
the other gentlemen with him (hould ever be commanded 
by any of the engineers who had preceded them in our 
army.~I could not but anfwer that the commiffions of 
officers were the only rule of precedency and command I 
had to judge by ; and, while others held fuperior appoint- 
inents, I muftconfider them accordingly in the courfe of 
(ervice. He gave me. the inclofed letter to you upon the , 
fubjeft, and is extremely anxious to have the- matter placed 
upon a certain footing : and, no doubt, it will be for the 
* good 
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good and tranquillity of the fervice that the claim be de- 
termined as fpeedily as poiBble one way or the other. At 
the fame time I think it right to obferve that it cannot be 
expe£^d that colonel Cofciuiko, who has been a good while 
in this linC} and conduced himfelf with reputation and 
fatisfaftion, will cpnfent to afl: in a .fubordinate capacity 
jj^ to 4 any of the French gentlemen except general Du 
PdetSiL • * ^ ^ 

Since I had the honor of writing you on the twenty-fifth 
inftant, I have not received a fingle line from general Sulli- 
van. The only intelligence I have from the eaftward is 
from monfieur Pontjobeau. Thi^^ gentleman left Rhode- 
Ifland the twenty-feventfa^ and arrived about two hours ago 
in camp. From him I learn that om* people were ftill on 
the ifland ;-— that it was generally thought they had made 
tSt&viTi provifion for a retreat in cafe of exigency ;— that in 
the evening of that day he met monfibur Preville} an officer 
belonging to the Languedoc, at Providence, going, with 
difpatches to general Sutlivans-^n^ho ihfdtoied lum that the 
French fleet had got into Bofton.^He further adds that 
monfieur Calonne wh<ywas in company with him at Fro- 
vidence^and who had more convefrfation with monfieur Pre- 
ville than he himfelf had, told him that monfieur Preville 
laid count D'Eftaing had failed or was on the point of failing 
again for Rhod&4fland with ten (hips of the line and his 
frigates.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P* S. Your favor of the twentieth only came to hand 
Juft now. 



Head' garter s^ IVhite-Plalns^ September 1,1778, 
Sir, eleven o'clock^ A. M. 

I DO myfelf the honor of tranfmitting you ^ copy of 
z letter I this minute received from general. Sullivan. — I 
congrattdate Congrefs on the rcpulfe of the enemy, and only 
wiihour trobp« may be able to eflfcd a retreat, which fccms 
r ' Y 2 the 
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the nioft eligible meafure they caft purfue in the prefent 
fituation of things. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W« 



Sir, Bead-Barters^ fVbite^Plalns^ Sept. 4f l778^- 

I have been duly honored with your farvor.ol the 
twenty-eighth and that of the thirtieth ultima, with ^« 
feveral inclofures to which they refer. 

Congrefs may rely that I will ufc every poflibk means ii^ 
ftiy power to conciliate any differences that may have ^rMttk 
in confequcncc of the count D'Eilaing's going to BoftoR) 
and to prevent a publication of the proteft upon th^ occa« 
fion.— Several days before the , receipt of the tefolution^ I 
had written to the eaftward, urging the neceffity of har* 
mony^ and the expediency of affording the admiral every af- 
fiftahce to refit his fhips. This I repeated after the rcfo- 
liition rame to hand ; and I have alfo taken opportunity to re- 
queft a!) the general officers here to place the matter in the 
mod favorable point of view whenever they hear it men« 
tioned. 

The five hundred guineas, which Congrefa were pleafed to 
order, came fafe to hand, and fhall be appropriated to the 
purpdfes they intended, and as the exigency of the fervicc 
may require. — For want of fuppiiea of thi^ fort, we have 
been very deficient in intelligence in many important 
ard intereflirig points- In fome cafes, no confideration in 
paper money has been found fufHcient to efftGt even an en^* 
gagement to procure it; an.i, wnciti it has been otherwife, 
the terms of fervice, on account of the depreciation, have 
been high, if not exorbitant; . . 

The dcfigns of the enemy, as to their future movements, 
remain yet entirely lin the dark'] : but the e:^pe£l:attpn of their 
leaving the continent is daily d'Octcafing. . The jiurricane 
feafon feGmsjoppofed to thcirigoing to. th^^ Weil-Indies^ and 
the pafiiigc to Europe in adiidetiane will bec^ome more and 

more 



C5FPICIAL LETTERS. 325 

more dangerous, Befides tiiefe, there is aoothcr circumftance, 
of fome weight, if true, to induce a belief that they mean to 
ftay» It appears by the papers that part of the regiments 
lately raifed in Britain are ordered to Halifax. If the troops 
here were Intended to be rec;^iled, it would feem that feme 
of them would be fent to reinforce that garrifon fooner than 
r troops from England or Scotland ; and hence I think it may- 
be j^Slumed that another campaign will take place in Ame- 
rica, efpeeially if adminiftration are difappointed in their 
CKpeGatbns from the commiifion. 

Where the theatre of war may be, muft be a matter of 
conjefture. But, as it is an acknowledged faft that an 
army afting in the caftem ftates muft derive flour for its 
fupport from thofe more weftern, I fubmit to Cbngrefs th^ 
expediency, and, in my opinion, the neceflity, of eftablifh- 
ing, without Idfs of time, magazines of this article at con^ 
venient places (removed from the Sound) in Connecticut 
and MaflTachufetts. I am the more induced to wilh an 
early confideration' of this point, as, by a fudden move of 
the army ((hould events make it neceflary), the departments 
of commiflary and qu^rter-mafter would be graatlyi diftrefTed. 
Nor would fuch magazines, I fliould imagine, be attended 
with any confiderablc lofs, though the army fliould not ope* 
rate in that quarter, as the flour would anfwer occaGonally 
for our ftiipping, and the furplus might in all probability be 
otherwifc readily difpofed of. 

I take the liberty of tranfmitting to Congrefs a memorial 
I received froni the reverend Mr. Tetard.-^From the certifi- 
cates annexed to it, he appears to be a man of great merit ; 
ind, from every account, he has fuffered in the extreme in the 
prefent conteft. His attachment, fervices> and misfortunes, 
feem to give him a claim to a generous notice : but^ according 
to the new eftaWifbment of the army, it is not in my power 
to make any provifion for him. I therefore recommend his 
cafe to the attention and confideration of Congrefs,- 

Six Q^hckn /*. vWi-*-^I this minute received 9 letter from 
■ •- ¥3 general 



3i6 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

general SuUivaOi of which the intloiZure, N^ 2^ is a copy* 
I (hall be exceedingly happy if a perfed recos^iliatioa 
has taken place between him and the count and all the 
officers.— rHis letter will fliew feme of the reaiipns that led 
to the proteft^ and that it was the hope of our officers that 
it would have operated as a juitification to. the admiraly to 
return againft the fentiments of his council, efpecially as 
it coincided (as it is faid) with his own inclination.— -ll^d 
tbefe reafons from another hand when the proteft iirft came. 

September 5. 1 was duly honored yeftcrday evening 

with your favor of the thirty-firft ultimo. — Though it is not 
exprefled in the refolution of that date that any other bounty 
is to be given to the men who engage for three years or 
during the war, than twenty dollars, I (hall take it for granted 
they are to receive the ufual allowances of clothing and land. 
— There are feveral continental troops whofe time o( fervice 
will expire at the end of the fall or during the winter. I 
ihall confider thefe vtrithin the meaning and operation of the 
refolve, though thti^y are not mentioned; and fhall dire<^ 
every neceffa* y meafure to be taken to re-enlift them. 

From the exorbitant ftate, lown, and fubftitute bounties, I 
am very doubtful whether twenty dollars will be found fuffi- 
cient to engage fo great a proportion either of the draughts 
or continentals, as was at firft apprehended. Our failure 
in the enterprife againft Rhode-Ifland will have its weight; 
and every day, from the approach of the fall and winter, 
will add new dlQiculiies. As it is a work of the moft eflen- 
tial importance, I will order it to be begun the inftant the 
money ; arrives: and, left, on experiment, the fum (hould 
prove too fmall, I would, fubmit it to Congrefs whether it 
will not be expedient to pafs another rerdve, authorifing 
a further bounty of ten dollars, to be ufed as circumftances 
may make it neceflary. This can remain a fecret,' and will 
not be carried into execution but in cafe of evident neceffity. 
- — 1 feel very much interelled upon theoccafion, and have 
fubmitted this mode, that there may not be thi? leaft poffibic 

delay 
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delay In attempting ik engage the mett i^ndet a fecond ex- 
pedient SF the fiift Ihould not fuccccd.— The articles of 
clothing fand blankets fliottld alfo employ the utmoil atten- 
tion to proride them : we are now in great want, particu- 
larly of the latter ; theve not being left than ad:ii- 
ally wanted at this moment* 

I fcave the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P«vS. The return ofWankets has not come in ; and there^ 
iore I caimot afcertain the deficiency by this conveyance. 



Sir, Head^^arUrs^ fVhite^Pkins, Sept. 4i 1778. 

I HAD the pleafure to hear this morning, by a let- 
ter from general Sullivan, of the thirty-firft ultin>o, that he 
had effected a retreat to the main, the preceding night, 
without any loft either of men or f^ores. As he has written 
to Congrefs fully upon the fubjed, and I feel their anxiety 
to hear it, I flial! not detain majorSforris longer than t6 
obferve that I think the fetreat a mod fortunate, liicky, and 
well-timed event. ' ' 

Major 'Mortis informs me he has heard tfiat lord Howe 
Was off Bofton with his 'fleet: arid it appears by a New- 
York paper bf the fecond^ that rear-Sdmiral P^ricer arrived 
at Sandy-Hook on this' day weet with fix Ihips of the line, 
of feventy-foUr ^uns each,-— whith is corroborated by othei* 
accounts. — ^I tranfmitted the intelligence to his excellency 
count D'Eftaing yefterday and the day before, as it acquired 
more arid more the appearance of certainty, — as I have regu- 
larly done every occurrence interefting to his fleet and our 
operations. — ^I have the honor to bej &c. G. W; 



Sir, Head-Barter s^PThite-Plains^ Sept. Jy 1778. 

I TAKE the liberty of laying before Congrefs the 
inclofed copies of a paragraph and fchedule contained in a 

Y 4 letter 
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ktter from general Heath, which I lately received* Thcfe 
will apprife Congrefa, if thejr arc not already informed^ of 
the fuppiies of provifion and wood wanted by the count 
D'Eilaing, and will naturally lead to* a confideration of the 
ways and means to be purfued for fttmiihing them as foon as 
pollible. .••*•• 

' Since I had the honor of addrefling you on the fourth and 
fifth inftant> 1 have obtained a return of the blankets :which 
are now deficient. This, and the faft approach of the faU^ 
will fugged the necefCty of the mofl; vigorous exertions 
being ufed to procure them. Not a night will pafs from 
this time without the foldiers feeling the want* 
r I have (lie honor to be, &c. G» W. 



1 Sir, Bead'^artersy WhiU-Plainsy Sept. 12, 1778, 

I DO my (elf the honor of returning to Congrcfe the 
ffcipoTt of their committee on tlie fubjeft of an infpeftorihip 
(tranfmitt^d in your letter of thq twentieth ultimo, which 
was liot received till the thirty-firft), with fuqh obfervations 
as have occurred to me in confidering the matter, and which 
I-hav6 made with a freedom tlhat I truft will be agreeable ta 
Congrefs;^! wi(h it had been in my power to have returned 
it*before : but the intervention of a variety of other important 
buGnefs from time to time obliged me to poftpone a con* 
drufioh lipon the points till yefterday, 
" I have already, in a letter of the twenty* fixth of July, 
delivered my fentiments upon the confequences that would 
attAid the baron Steuben's being appointed to an a^S^ual and 
permanent command in the Jin? ; and therefore I wijl not 
trouble Congrcfs with a repetition of fhem. However J 
will take the liberty to add that lam more and more con- 
vinced that what I then faid upon the eccafion was. well 
founded 5 and that I am certain fuch a meafure will produce 
at lead infinite difcontents and diftjuietqdes among the ge- 
Xi^X^l officers, 

2 I have 
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I have alfo had- the honor to receive your favor of the 
fifth inftant, with the feveral papers to which Jt refers* 
Thefe (hall have my attention as far as pra£HcaWc.*-I hope 
all the confederate troops are on the mardi .from Fhiladel* 
phia^ and, if they are not, that immediate orders will be 
given for their joining the army. 

The inclofed copy of ."sr letter from general Sullivan, of the 
tenth inftant, will inform Congrefs that the enemy have not 
relinquiihed their burning plans, and that in this way they 
have deftroyed ieye^ai houfes^ -ftores, and veflels| at and 
near Bedford. , ~ : . 

I was advifed on wednefday night that a body of^hem, 
confiding of four or five thoufand, under general Grey, had 
made a landing in that quarter, and were intrenching. In 
confequence of this, and from an apprehenfion that general 
Clinton might poffibly meak to op^ndtte to thd eaftwai^ and 
form fome projeQ: in concert with lord Howe againft the 
count D'£ftaing's fquadron, I determined to move the troops 
from this ground to a rear pofition, better calculated to af* 
ford fupport to the works on the North-river in cafe an.at- 
tempt fhould be made againft them, and at the fame time 
more convenient for forwarding detachments to the eaft^ 
ward, if the enemy point their operations that way. \ 

* I was the more induced to come to this determination aa 
moft of the accounts from New-York feemed to lead to a 
belief, as they flili 'do, that a confiderable movement was 
and is in contemplation, if not an entire evacuation of the 
city, and this by water. Befides thefe reafons, the princi<# 
pal objects for taking poft here do not now exift. One was 
to create every poffiblejealoufy in favor of the expedition, 
againft Rhode-Ifland ; another the confuming the forage 
within its vicinity and towards Kinglbridge. The former is 
now over, and the latter in a great degree acconiplifhed. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G, W, 
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Head-Quarters y near Frederlcjlurg^ September A3» ^^^^• 
Sir, 

SINCE I had the honor of addrefSng yon on the 
twelfth inftant, I have received your feveral favors of the 
tenth, twelfth and fixteenth, with the refolutions to which 
tfiey allude. — I tranfmitted the Britifh commiffioners the re-^ 
Mve of the fourth inilant refpeSing the convention trobps 
tfie morning after it came to hand, and alfo ^rote to iir 
Henry Clinton upon the fubje£t of paisport;^.— •! have not 
received Iiis anfwcn 

With refpe<9: to the magazmes, I have direded the com^ 
niflary to form them on the inland commtmication from 
bence to Bofton, at proper intervals. The twenty dioufand 
fcarrels of flour that Congrefs have ordered to be purchafed 
will be a valuable addition, if they can be tranfported by 
water : but it feems to me there will be great rifk of its be- 
ing loft, if it is fent by fea while the enethy have a fuperior 
fleet on our coaft. 

As the campaign is not clofed yet» all our cavalry are of 
life. They lie iri the neighborhood of the enemy's pofts^ 
for the purpofe of reftraining their parties, and for obtaining 
and giving intelligence of their movements ; and they arc 
fobfified upon the forage which would othervirifc be cx- 
pofed to them. — I am fenfible that thefe corps are attended 
with great expenfe ; and the moment I think the ferv ice will 
admit of it, they or a part of them fliall be quartered in dif- 
ferent places diftant from the army, where they may be 
provided for on better terms. The price of' forage, and 
Ae difficulty of getting it, are really objects of great mag- 
nitude, and fuch as fhould undergo fome regulation, if there 
IS any that can be adopted. — ^I received letters a few days ago' 
from the commiflary and quarter-mafter upon'tlils lubje6lV* 
co]Mes of which, and of my letter in confequence to. the fe-' 
Tcral flates from MafTachufetts-Bay to Penhfylvanla inclii- 
five, I take the liberty to indole. ' 

9 The 
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The refolutlon prohibiting cfBcers, except fuch as are 
fpecially authorifed, to keep horfes in the army or within 
forty miles of it, has been publifhed in orders, and I will 
take every ftep in my power to give it eflFe<a. 

I have confidered the practicability of reducing the teams 
employed in the army, and find, however deiirable the obje<% 
may be, that it cannot be done. We have not at this time 
more than are abfolutely and indifpenfably neceflary, nor fp 
many as would be necefiary in cafe of a rapid movement : 
neither does it appear to me that there can be a fubflicution 
of ox for horfe teams, at leaft to any great extent ; nor that 
any mat;erial advantages would arife from fuch a meafure. 
There might perhaps be a fmall faving in the article of pro- 
vender : but this, I fear, would be greatly over-balanced in the 
loft of cattle that w«uld be appropriated to the ufe of the 
commiflary's department.— After a full inveftigation of the 
fubjeft, I believe we fhall be obliged to adhere to the kind of 
teams we now employ, and that the only relief we fhall have 
in point of expenfe will arife from fending a part of the 
horfes to places where they may be more eafily foraged, when 
we have fixed ourxamp and quarters for the winter, * 

J beg leave to mention to Cpifigrefs that theie is a nccefGty 
of fome mode's being. eftabliiliedy by. which 9laims on the old 
quarter-mafterfhip, that remain unfatisfied, may bedlfchargcd. 
There are many of this nature ; and thefe, however well au- 
thenticated they may be, the gentlemen now in office do 
not conceive themfelves at liberty to adjuft, without ob- 
taining fome fpecial dire£tion for the purppfe. I am every 
day applied to for paymentof fuch accounts, and, in many 
inftances, have been obliged, as well for the fake of juftice to 
individuals as for the public good, to order them to be taken 
up. It appears to me that Congrefs cannot be too early in 
their refolution upon this occafion, and that either the pre- 
fent department fliould be authorifed to fettle and pay fuch 
claiins, or that Jome perfons Ihould be,api)pinted and fuppli* 
ed with money for the purpofe.. 

The 
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The army inarched from White-Plains on the fixteendi in«» 
ftanty and h now encamped in different places. — Three 
brigades, compofing the Virginia troops, piart of the right 
wing, under the command of general Putnam^ are at Robins 
fon*s near Weil-Point : and two brigades more, comppfing 
die remainder, are with baron De Kalb at Fiftikill plains, 
about ten miles from the town, on the road leading to Sharon. 
The fccond line, with lord Stirling, is in the vicinity of Fre^ 
dericfburg ; and the whole of the left wing atDanbury under 
the command of general Gates.— Thefe feveral pofts appear 
to be the bed we can occupy in the pr^fent doubtful ftate of 
things, as they have relation to the fupport of Weft-Point in 
cafe of an attack in thact quarter, and are alfaon the com><( 
munication to the eaflward, if the er.cuiy pomt their opera* 
dons that way.— BeGdcs thefe difpofitions, general Scdtt with 
a light corps remains below in the country about King's* 
Street, 

The letter from fir Henry Clinton wliich I have the honor 
of ticinfmltting was fent to me to-day by colonel Baylor who 
is poftcj at Hackinfac, He fays he received one for me by 
the fame flag ; and, from his note, he fuppofed he had charg- 
ed the hoifeinan with it who juft arrived at head-qua iters. 
Through accident he forwarded yours to hie ; and 1 think it 
probable that you will be troubled with mine. If this fiiould 
be the cafe, you will be fo obliging as to return it to me by 
tlie firft conveyance.— 1 was alio informed, by cojonel Baylor 
that a conliderable bcniy of the enemy landed at Paulus* Hook 
in the evening of the twenty -lecond, and were encamped that 
night .in the woods between four and live miles from the 
town of Bergen. . He had not learned their objedt : but it i^ 
likelyahcy are after forage. • 

, I have the honor to be, ^•^ . . •- . G. W, 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. /. 333 

Sir, Head-Quarters^ Frederic/burg^ Sept. -29, t*jjZ* 

THE following IS an extraft of a letter of the feven* 
Iccnth inftant, which I had the honor to receive from the 
count D'Eftaing. 

" I entreat you to promote the exchange of [^rifoners al- 
ready planned by mbnfieur Girard. The unhappy perfons 
taken before the commencement of hoililiries cannot be fully 
regarded as prifoners : their lot is dreadful. The mode ad- 
opted for exchanging them by means of your commiflaryy 
without introducing the king's name or mine into the tranf- 
adion, removes a great part of the political difficulties which 
before fubfiftcd-'* . 

I am an entire ftranger to the plan above referred to, or to 
the mode that has been addpted fof exchatiging by means of 
our commiffarJTw He is abfent from the army : and I muft 
therefore beg the favor of you to obtain from monfieur Gi* 
rard fuch information as will enable me to give direftions 
for carrying the count's defires into execution, if pra£tic^ 
able. 

The marquis De Vienne, at prefent at Bofton, has rcqueft-» 
cd a furlough of eighteen months to enable him to return to 
France, whither he is called by; fome domeftic concerns. I 
do not conceive myfelf at liberty td grant his requeft 'Without 
the permifEon of Gongrefs, to whom I would beg leave to , 
obfervcv thatv if agreeable to thenv,- he may be indulged with«* 
out prejudice to the fervice, ashe is not attached to any par- 
ticular command. 

I have juft received an account from Jericy, which I fear 
i^ too true, that colonel Baylor'st regiment of dragoons were 
furprifed in their quarters the night before lail, and iiiofl: of 
them killed x)r taken.— A few of thc.ftragglers have come in, 
who can give but a very imperfedt account of the matter. 
They think the colonel and moft of the officers were made 
prifoaers, and that the privates were put to tlie fword.— 

There 
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There were, I iniagiae, about one hundred men of the re* 
giinent together when this unlucky accident happened. 

The ftay.of the enemy in Jerfey being longer than I ap- 
prehended, and not knowing what their real tnten43<n» may 
be, I have ordered general Maxwell to advance from Eliza- 
bethtown to the neighborhood of Acquakenonk bri^iey and 
have lent over general Woodford's brigade from this fide cf 
the river. I have alfo ordered general Pul^i to advance 
with as much expedition as poffible, and join die brigades*-^ 
Lord Stirling has this day gone over to take die command of 
the continental forces and militia who are aflembling in con* 
fiderable numbers.— If the enemy mean only t& forage, tliejr 
will be kept from extending themfelves, by tbefe troops : ani 
if they have any deiignt upon the poflt ia Ae Higfalaiidsy 
they will be prevented from feizing the pa&s leading to die 
forts, by lord Stirling, who will be between them and the 
enemy, and always ready to poflefs diem. 

I haVe made proper difpofitions on this fide the river for 
the fecurity of the Highlands in cafe thitt body of the enemjc^ 
who are on this (ide Kingfbridge employed in colle^ng fo^ 
rage, (hould advance. 

The fkctch of Rhode-Ifland, forwarded by diis exprefe, 
was received from general Sullivan, and left behind by acci- 
dent when the lad difpatches were fent off. 

I have had the honor of receiving yours of the twentiedi, 
inclodng an order for count Fulaiki's legion to. advance to 
Tienton.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W« 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Fljfikllly Oiiober 3, 1778. 

I AM honored with your favor of the twenty-fetenth 
of September, with the inclofed refolves of Congrefs, z copy 
of which has been tranfmitted to major-general Lincoln for 
his information and diredion. 

Being feparated from my papers, I am uncertain whedicr I. 
mentioned in my laft, that, the enemy in the Jerfey s having 

received 
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received a reiaforcement and made fome forward movements^ 
I had thought it expedient to detach another brigade thither 
to a£t in* .conjun£tIon with the one already there together 
with Pulafki*s corps and the militia, and had fent major-ge- 
neral lord Stirling to take the command of the whole ;— that 
I had aKo ordered major-general Putnam acrofs the river for 
Ae immediate fcctirity of Weft-Point, and moved a divifioa 
of troops to this place, to be nearer that poft.— 1 have fince 
come here my&lf, and propofe to remain till the views of the 
enemy on the Jerfe3rs are decided ; though I have had no 
reafon to aker ihy opinion that nothing more than a forage 
is intended.— f>By tlie laft 'accounts, they had drawn in their 
out-parttes, aiad refumed their firft bounds behind Hacking 
fac rivo*) at-die jyyberty-pole and Newbridge. 

That part of Baylor^s regiment which efcaped came off ia 
the firft inftance, and were afterwards brought off iii fo dif«- 
perfed a manner that the number has not been afcertained : 
but, from what I have learned, I fhould eftimate the lofs at 
about fifty men and feventy horfes. — Major Clough is dead 
.of his wounds.— *This affair fisems to have been attended with 
every circumftance of cruelty. 

It is a fmall coihpenfation for this accident, that colonel 
Butler three or four days ago, with a party of infantry and 
horfe comprehending major Lee's corps, furprifed about a 
hundred Yagers below Tarrytovvn, killed ten on the fpot, 
and took a lieuteuant and eighteen men prifoners.— *The 
roughnefs of the country facilitated the flight of die reft, and 
prevented the fuccefs being more complete. 

The proceedings in the cafe of general St. Clair accom- 
pany this letter. 
• J have the honor to be,. &c« G. W. 

P. S. I h^ve Received advice of the arrival^ of a packet 
from England, 
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Sir, Head-Qjuart^Sj Oefoler 6, 1778, 

THIS will be delivered to you by major-general the 
marquis De la Fayette. — The generous motiveSf which firft 
induced him to crofs the Atlantic and enter t^ ^i^roy of the 
United States, are well known to Congre(s* — Rea^ns equally 
laudable now engage his return to France^ wbich^in her pre- 
fent circumftances claims his fervices.— 'Mis eaeeirnefs to of- 
fer his duty to his prince and country, howevier gireati cpnld 
not influence him to quit the continent in any ftf^jge oJF an 
unfiniflied campaign. He refolved to rem.fun at leall ^11 the 
dofe of the prefent, and embraces this moment of fpipcjnfe 
to communicate his wifhes to Congrefs with a view of Kavj 
ing the neceffary arrangements made in time, and' of 'being 
(till within reach, (hould any occafion offer of diftioguiflung 
himfelf in the field. 

The marquis at the fame time, from a defire of preferving 
a relation with us, and a hope of having it yet in his power 
to be ufeful as an American officer, folicits oiily a furlough 
fufficient for the purpofes above-mentioned. A irduftance 
to part with an offi,cer, who unites to all the military fire of 
youth an uncommon maturity of judgment, would lead tne 
to prefer his being abfent on this footing, if it depended on 
me. I (hall always be happy to give fuch a teftimony of his 
fervices as his bravery and condufl: on all occafions entitle 
him to ; and I have no doubc that Congrefs will add ftiitable 
o;preffions of their fenfe of his merit, and theii regret on ac- 
count of his departure. 

I have the. honor to be, &c. G. W* 

P. S. The marquis is fo obliging as to take charge of a 
|iackct conuining the proceedings of a court-]l)artIal in ge- 
neral Schuyler's cafe. 
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To the Board of fFan 

ffead^^arursy near FreJericJiurg^ Odober it, I'j'jZ. 
GtNTLlMElT, 

THE tncciTant Uiid prcfllng slppltcatioils of the of- 
ficers, and their real diftrefs for clothings oblige xAt to re- 
peat my wifiies to the boards to obtain the earlitft diteAion 
of Congrefs for relieving their Wants.— "-They are in a very 
difagreeable fltuation in this refpeft j and^ unlefs fortie rtiode 
can be adopted for fpecdily fupplying them, many will be 
obliged involuntarily to quit the fervice^ or, if thia fliould not 
be the cafe) We fhall be involved in perpetual complaiAts^ 
and the moft painful applications. 

I do notrecoUeft, when the army was firft appointed, tliat 
there was any engagement on the part of the public that th^ 
officers Ihould be provided with clothing through their 
means ; nor has there been any explicit declaration fince, 
that I remember, for the purpofe : but the meafur^ has be-^ 
come indifpenfably necefla^ ; and, without the intervention 
of public aid, they never can be fupplied : for their pay, if 
the articles proper could be found in a private way, (from 
the enormous and Exorbitant prices now exa£ted for every 
thing) would prove wholly incompetent to the end. 

There is however a refolution of Congrefs, oT the twenty* 
fecond of November laft, which points to a proviiioni through 
the public means and thofe of the ftates individually taken* 
This has encouraged the officers to look for fupplics in the 
manner there profefled ; and their not being able to obtain 
them miakes them more uneafy perhaps than if the. refolution 
ha^'nfever paflied. 

1 have written to meffieurs Otis and Andrews to make a 

'return of the cloth, &c, in their hands, propler for officers, 

and alfo to advife me what quantities might be procured in 

cafe tlie board ftiould direfl: a purchafe. This appears to be 

the only pradicable expedient at this timcj^ from which re- 

Vol. II. Z lief 
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lief can be drawn : and, if it is to be adopted, the agents 
cannot be too foon ordered to tatty it xiitd cxecutibn. — I 
really wifli to be informed by the board by the firft opportu- 
nky whether the oiEcers may cx^eOi fup^lies -t&roittgh the 
public {lores, that I may be able to anfwet thenf decifivelf ^ 
upon the point when they apply. — ^A|8 ^ matters noW'4tattd>: I 
am in a very awkward and irkfome fituation. - : . - :. 

Since it is evident that the ofQcerS' cannot prcrri4e.jtliem<*^ 
iefves with clothing, and that there h a necefBt^^for the iswi 
tdrvention of the public aid, I would fub;^it it to^tfaehbaxdi 
whether it may not be proper for them to form an eftimatci 
(A clothitig, proportioned to the number of pfficecs- in tlie* 
army, for the confideration of Congrefs, and to obtain their 
Ikhdion for importing the fame, if they apprcte the plaaw 
This meafure, it feems to me, is the only one thatcanxnHi 
fure relief in future ; and it appears the more eligibl&as the 
lofs to the public will be infinitely iefs than if they prociire 
die articles in the country, fupp'oiing that it could .b6 d^one^i 
Befides this confideration, the officers then might be pro^ 
perly uniformed and all placed on a juft and equal fooling* 

If the board ihould be authorifed to dire& an immediate 
purchafe of clothing for the officers, I will take the liberty 
t6 fuggeii: that it may not be improper for thciri to enjoin 
on the part of the clothier a ftridi compliance with the ro- 
folution of Congrefs which I have meiitioned^ ia the fale« 
The officers hj that hitherto it has not had the nece^ary 
:ind generoujs operation intended by Congrefs; but, on tUt 
contrary, in the. few inftainoes in which they have been 
able to f umifli themfelves with articles from the public 
ftores, that they have done it at the current exorbitaqt 
prices.— Indeed there are many matters in the depUrtmeat 
which require a more perfe£t and explicit arrangement than 
has ever been made : and at prefent there is fuch a claih- 
ing of offices and officers that it is difficult to determine hovr 
or with whom bufinefs is to be tranfacjed. 

I have the honor to be, ic^* . Gt W. 



Sir, . -..,, ... ;. , ^■. ^t r. .,..;;... ,• v /^^ 

; SINCE I.fead: tJ^hwQr ^f suldteflipg yott. qti thiB . 
(ixth inft^nt by f«yor of the ojiarquis De la Fay^tej I rre<» ; 
ceir^d your ku,€t of the, iccoikl . wit^i 4f • tecjofuri?. . . ; 

I do myfelf thc: honor of ti^t^fnaittingyou.aii' aqpouat qf. 
the engagement between this Frengb and SritMh Sef^a.eii 
the tw^enty^feventh of July, a$ rpubUtbed bjf die ^itilb s^d-* 
iDiralty«*boardk I received » printed copy of , it Jail; nigbf; 
from New^York, which 1 bare forwarded to bi«. e^ceJlenajp 
count d'Maing.W-It la. evident froin admbr^kji l^e{^!9 jOwi^ 
relatioa of the affair/: that hfi waa pretty ieverely haiidled»> 
xkotwithftandipg he affe£);$ in tbc cofftclufioxi to rnfMitiostj^^ 
he wi&edextremdy for an ppppi:tumty)M)1^9c:vr tb« oombai 
thenextday». •: • . — ..- v - ■ "...w .■ !J'j>.'>.- :•••■■' 

We are ftiil in gteat fufpeali: aa to the opm^mtand de«r 
figns oft. thid jeoemy,. though:! every/ ipcaifiticdde inea&fCc hat 
been ufed and is purfiiing» to.come at.thi^nu Sjr lat^.illHl 
dire& accounts it would feem that ibme itroopAatJeafl arq 
jgoing from.NcJe-'York.-^A few day^y. 1 thinks muft: a|ken 
their condufi decifively* :. . ; v ■ ..^ ^ 

. .1 have had. the misfortune to hear that the Ilaleigh-il»jgat« 
has^beccime a prize^to^twaJBxitiih fhipa of war after a long 
and very gallant refiftance^ ' Captain Barry, BoAing that the 
frigate would^faM into the enemy^k^handsy ran her afli^re oa 
jSealpIiland, to wbkh^ he ejCcaped m boats with ^out f ighty 
>of his hands, aiuL from, thence to^.thv inain*' .& is.faid he 
took meafureB for blowing her.«p,.but waa*ddiBated>in.his 
purpofe by the perfidy of an under; officer whotoncealcd 
:himfelf and remained on boards . . - 

: J have the honor to be, &c. . * Ci 1W^ 
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Sir,, . . Mca^^arters, FrederlcJburgyOaoK x8^ XJyR 

I V\M honored with yours of the xuntb^ ibck>fiog tfee 
tefolvcb to.e;(teDd the embargo, and- topreTcnf >foreftalling 
proviiioos^ I hope the Utter will have the: de&2ied'^e&<^: 
for, unkfs that moft infamous prai6)kc of raifing tbe prices 
'N0f die necrffarie^ of life can be flopped^ it^will beittipoffible 
for any fends to fubfift the army. r »-\ - ,'-:.r7 .> 

• Inclofed you have the copy of a petition froni' t}ie rtfi%ees 
ki New«York to the comraifTioners. You may depend upon 
the authenticity of It, as it is taken: from aNewTYork.paper. 
It ifaould fcem by this that they are extremely (bikitpus and 
amtioos to know whether Now- York is to 4x5 ^rriicmed, 
irhich implies a fufpicton on their part- thatit' is :to ^be e^a« 
toatedw-^AU accounts^ fiscentine of the/fouttetntbyooitfirm 
the rep6rt of a A*ery confiderablc embarkatioji. ^ 2tris-(md to 
confift of 'tsti' Britiih regiments completed to their fuH dfta- 
Mi&ltte^tv^nd their grenadier atid light companies- added to^ 
^letnw This wiU make thenr* Amount to upwards. of five 
Aoufand men.— ^hcy have not failed. 
>-Seantiotfafy that i am fadsfied chat a total-evacuation of 
the city is intended this winter, although many inhabitants 
jiear the Kncs^ and fercral out of the city, are of that opi- 
nion .— I havefet every engine at work to procure full intel- 
.ligeace of their defigna-; and I hope to fucceed. The cur- 
tent ^opiniM'cf deferter»and others is that the, prefent em- 
imrkatiomis intended for the WdiWndies s' fome fc^sr have 
faid that th^ have a defign upon Ghsfflcfton. - . 

' I have'the h^onor fo be, &c. G^ W. 



S IB, Head-l^arttrs^ Fredexicfiurg^ O^ci. 24, 1 51^8. 

THE letter which I had 'Ac honor of* addfefling to 

you the day before yeftcrday would inform Congrefst of the 

eiitbarlcStroh and failing of a confiderablc detachment of the 

enefny-from New- York, and of the meafures I had. taken in 

expe^ation 



cxpeftation of and upon the happening of the event.— -Whe- 
ther this viri be fucceeded by a further embarkation, or bjr 
a totsd i^vacu^ioa of the pofts which they hcdd within the 
dilates, in the coorfe of this year or theenfuingjone, I cannot 
jj^etend ^ determine. But, as it will be right and prudept 
in us to provide for every con tingency> I would 'With the 
greateft deference fubmiit it to Congrefs whether it niay not 
. be proper for them to call upon the ftates to provide men in 
^ time for filling their refpeclive batallions, before or at any 
rate againil the opening of theipring, and in the fame man- 
ner as if there was a moral certainty that the war would 
be profccuted with all poffible vigor on the part of Britai6» 
^ Should this not be the cafei or (hould any events caft up: in 
the meantime to render troops unneceffary, it wili be ^afy 
' to diffoand die levies and to keep them from the Etldj - while, 
on the other hand, our relaxation in not providing them may 
fubje£l us at leail to many dxfagTeeable confequeni:es. 

The general recurn of the infantry in the xnondbf.pf Sep? 
tember, tranfmitted to the board x)f war by the adjutant-ge- 
neral, and to which I beg- leav&tOirefei^wiU'iheW'CQPgrers 
the whole amount of our reputed force at th:^t time. But I 
am to obferve, that large, very large dedu6iions are to be 
Ifnade from it on account of the cokinuis of iick, and. the men 
f^id tO' be on command* iMany under the former <iercTip<i- 
tion, particularly that of ficfc.abfeat, arc ,a£kualJy dead; 
others, unfit- for- ftrvice; and^fevcual, who have recoveredt 
have deferted : nor will the latter afford more than one half 
of its number in time of a&ion^ as various duties^ fuch as 
waggoning, diftanc guards, e&orts, &c^ employ a great pro- 
portion of thofe under this denomination. 

Bcfidcs the above deduftions, Congrefs will perceive from 
the return which I. now take the liberty of tranfmitting, that 
there are four thoufand .three hundred and:eighty draughts 
and others, whofe terms of fervi<;e will expire during and by 
the elofe of winter : for I am forry to add that our exertions tQ 
reengage the draughts and old foldiers in liiis predicament, 

Z3 fox 
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for the tifual bounty* have prowed fo fiair incShCtuni im& 
without' fuccefs. I have not tried what 'tffcdt th^'addltiMal 
grant of ten dollars might have : but I fear/and It ftecns to* he 
the opinion of all I have cotifultcd upon the occrfrbnj Aat it' 
would have but little if any influence. I know, in !he cafe 
of the draughts and troops of one Aate^ that the'ofl^ of 
twenty dollars on the part bf the continciiti with ^ Rkt-'al* 
Ibwance and an a^ual depofit of it by the ftiate,' ha^ been ^ 
temptation. ' .. : ....;. i,r :..^- 

This general rcluftance and Tefo&l is fimrided in iheMf»> 
happy depreciated light in ' which the foldicry ^ie# th* 
money, and their expeftation of recdvii^ ithittciife' ftate, 
diftrift, and fubftitutc bounties. Whether grstilts brbouiii. 
fies by Coiigrefs, bearing fomc proportion to ihcfe,* to fucH 
as fliould enlift for the war, would be attended with T>ctiet 
iucceifs, I cannot undertake to decide. The lestperimetit 
may be made if they judge it proper : and if it proves to 
{hducemeiit of any extent, it will be an infiriitt ftvirfg in th^ 
fend. I' believe however our foreft and only certain aids wiH 
be darived from draughting, which I truft may and wiB 
be done by the dates on the recommendatfon of Congre&^ 
agrcekble to the mode mentioned in my letter tb their totsh- 
mittee when they firft honored me with a vifit at VtSSitf* 
Forge. The exertions to recruit by voluntary enliftmetits 
may ftill go on, as both modes in all probability will not pn^ 
dUce near as many men as may be found iJCGcflary. » * 

In the cafe of the Carolina troops whofe ferviccf is ending 
every day, the officers fay that nothing will induce them to 
cnlift, unlefs they can be permitted to go h«me on furlough 
till the fpring. On this indulgence they feem to. think feve- 
ral might ht engaged^— The diftance is great, and there will 
T*e (bme uncertainty as to their returning i befideft, it wiU he 
fixing a precedent for othersi-^lf Corigrefs-approVe the plan, 
'they Shrill be plcafed to inform me by the earfitft .cpiportii- 

.nity.- ■ '"''•■- ■':•■■.. -^ -•- - -■■: r 

. ' I am undei* fome difficulty about clothing the draughts, 

and 



aodtlve.^^foldieva wliofe/fcr?ic€;i$HPxpiring anfl wUUcJetec-i 
mifl^4i?v^jry,.<kyi;;iA5..Con^i^;hAv^.;^^ epp;rpffed their 
feafe^ npen- th!?niu%ft,rand ^^"8 \$ increafecl. by. s^., letter 
■whiick IrF6ci^ycd ibme timei agafrojia; die^ hoaffl.of yvzVf, 
which-refpciis«-p5irticul;jirlf tl^^ draughts, I muft, efirja^ft.ljj: 
reqiieft that Congrdfe wiU^favpr.me .with tjiq jjp^ediett. dir 
redion in thiBxa£e,.wbcther:th|ey.are to. befurnifl15d.aat.9f 
tiic jf^ppli^; conning -on,.^quaIly.Ta?ith di^fi ♦other troopa.. At 
the feme time I will take the liberty to offer it as„ my^opi-? 
oionr.xbat, k^.^vpc incouvcnient or expenfive.it ip^y appear 
aj^' the£rft. view to clotbethem^ themeafure willbe n^cef?f 
fiwy^. aijd founded, not jonly in- humanity hut foj^nd policy, 
We Jbaye jip. ,grofpe£t now ' of, J^Kying mc;n . ia jany other 
way:, andifr^cy arie.nQtcIoth^>ithey will be cxhauft^ by 
fieknefs and by:death j.^ani not dping it may pjpoVe an ii?^ur- 
mountable bar or atJeaft a greal; .pl^ftaqle topur sobuining 
future ^^s,. though the.cxtgeociesi of our a$^r$ ihovUd be 
never fp.pr^i^g.; Yet thcctothesTnay.be withb€il4^as Jong 
a$ ,cifcui||ft;fnce8,.will pecoaic,, a^ an ii:}ducc.in^pt,,fqr then) 
tOjcnlift. la the: inftance of the old foldier^ wl¥).haye no| 
received thip, aiH>ii^l.»llpwance pjf .Congreftj the ^int ftem^ 
ckariyiivth^ir^favonrrrThe boaxd fnggefled.th^t: the^drajuglus 
.Hught bcf ^fifppli^d out of. thi^ l^fl;. pf-l^ pl^d cljOtl^p ;\vhich 
inight be give^ in by thc; trpops on refieiyiug nj&w oixes.:--:- 
but unfortunateiy. tbcre willbeiewof.any M^o^^tb,. '•- m-, 
I have. the Koj^prtp .be., &^Tr .-, ..-. ^. ? v.-.. .* ^.; vr-p*,^* 



: IHAD thehoiior ofydurJetter.of Ae ewwjE)y-ftcp^]d 
inftant,'Vitfi its fcvcaral inclofure^' tQ*^^:^n^n^l4hM 
jxajf a propebregard to the a&«f Gongrc^Tefpie^ftingmon*^ 
ficur De Vrigney.-^For infownatiPn on^ tl^ fe^onjifKeiblve 
for cbtalmng a return of thr^te-enliltment^,)! muft. l^g 
leave to refer Congrefs to my letter of the twenty-fourtb»r-r* 
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I: haf CiConaiilicd with the intention of the.tlurd, andtranCr 
mittedthe ^d to fir Henry Clinton, which Tciates to Mr. 
Franks. 

The certain intelligence of a. iarge number of troops hav* 
ing embarked at New-York,-^the filing, of a cpnfiderable 
fleet concurring at the moment their departure was cxpcGt-» 
ed,-r-Ieft me no room to doubt that the fleet which went out 
of the Hook on the nineteenth and early the twentieth in« 
ftant contained the embarkation of which I had been ad- 
-yifed. In the perfuafion of this, my letter of the t\{;tntj* 
fccond to your excellency was written ; but, from more rc» 
cent advices, and through various channels, bearing every 
mark of authenticity, I am to conclude the fuppofition has 
been ill fbunded. — The above-mentioned fle0t a{>pears tq 
hzv^ carried awsiy no other troops than invalids, the officers 
pf the corps lately reduced, with fome refugecs^-^Thc 
twcnty-thiird inftant the troops which had embarked ftill re* 
iftiaincd in the harbor* They are fixed at ten or twelve Britf 
IRi regiments, and fix of the new levies,— ;-This fleet was 
probably compofed of homeward-bound viQuallers, with 
fome merchantmen and other veflcls which chofe to take the 
proteiiion of a convoy. The accQunts ftill fay that they 
were acxloihpanied by fourteen or fifteen fail of the line an4 
fome frigatesi 

Oeiober ly. — ^In my letter of the twenty-fecond I advife4 
your excellency of the meafures I had taken to afcertain the 
pra£j:icability of an enterprife againft Chemung. — I have the 
honor to jnclofe the report of governor Clinton, generaj^ 
Schuyler, and general Hand, on the fubje£l:.---I cannot help 
concurring with thefe gentlemen in opinion, and a|h per-" 
{uaded from a number of confideratlons that we muft lay 
afide all thoughts of an expedition againft that place for the 
prefent. Befides other neceffary prepatatioiiij, we- have not 
yet bpen aWe \o get forward the clothing for the army.— t 
The Conjgrefs \^ill alfo perceive in lieuteriant-coloncl But- 
ler's JQumaly tranfoiitted X^ ^oiir ejc^cejlcniiy ih ihy letter df^ 
—'■ '- ' ■•■■" •■■'•' ' " " •' •" •'" '■' ■' ■ the- 
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the twfintyffccond inftant, the great diiSciiilties^^te^tQ en- 

eoumcv in:€f^(Sngthe rivcrsJat a aiuch earlierfeaibiiJof the 

' year. — ^I have tl^e honor to be, &Ct Q:.W^^ 



Stu, Hea/'^uarterSi near Frederic/burg^ 0^. 31, 177S1 

YOUR excellency's favor of the twenty-third in- 
ftant was delivered n\c yefterday, with the refolution refpeft- 
ing monlicur L'EcUfe* As foon as I am notified of die 
place of hh refideuce, I will give the n^ceffiry dire<9:ions 
for carrying into execution the biuuane ^ni b^iacvolcnt in- 
tention of Congrefs towards hini. 

I take the liberty to inclofe a letter from dojftpr Conollj 
refped^ing his, fituation. His cafe^ I am pcrfu^ded, vj^ill 
Have dup attention, and fuch a determination as humanity 
and policy will juflify. 

By intelligence received yefterday evening, it'i$ faid that 
tranfports with ten regiments on board had fallen dow^ 
from York to the watering-place 5 that there were feveral 
other (hips laden (not faid with what) j and that there were 
Others at tlwj vi^harfs taking in troops.— I cannot tell whether 
this intelligence is certain : for we have been deceived of 
late in points of information that feemcd to carry equaf 
marks of authenticity. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

p. S. Juil as I was clofing my letter I received one from 
lord Stirling, dated yeflerday at nine o'clock A, M. by whicK 
he informs me that on wednefday and ihurfday about eighty 
fail of fhips, chiefly tranfports with troops, fell down from 
NewrYork to Statcn-Iflaud, and that fixty or feventy fail 
)ay there before. ,,.,.. 



Sir, Hcad'^artersj N(yvemier 6j jyjS. _ 

ON wednefday evening I received your excellencyV 
favors of t%^ thirtieth ultimo and firft inftant, with their fev.eral 
inclofures-— I vyjll dire£t the beft and cheapeft difpofition I- 
can to be «iade pf the cjivsjry. for their accommodation ia„ 
quarters;^ and will in(lru^ the forage-mafter on the occa- 

(ioav 
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fion.---Thc remitttnce to thcpsiyjiiafter, which jon mcn^ 
tioi), I prefome has come to. hand> having J>een applied tjgiy 
by him to iflbc an order for the payn>ent of the troops, iqx^ 
A uguft and September. — I have traiifmitted the letter .froix^ 
Nicholas Dupui and others, with the affidavits^ to his excelr. 
Icncy governor Clinton, and have ordered colonel Cprtlandt to. 
march with his regiment towards the Minifinks,. and to take 
fuch poft as the governor may point out.-^I have made a 
diftribution of the printed manifeftoes ; and tber^ b.no dpubt 
but the enemy will very foon be pofTefTcd of fomc of the. co« 
pics, and of newfpapers that contain them.. 

By a letter from lord Stirling, of the third inftant, hcia« 
formed me that the fleet at the Hook the prec^4iQg day in-, 
creafed to a hundred and eight fail ; and, that morniog at; 
{even, weighed anchor and (lood out to fea^: — ^I am impatientfy^ 
Raiting. for further advices fjrom New-York, and to learn 
whether any other and what movements are likely to take 
place. — I have the-honor to be, &c. C..W^ 



Sir, Hcad'^uartersy Frederlcjbivjj Nqv» 1 1, 1778, 

I HAVE been honored with yours of the nineteenth, 
twenty^fcventh, twenty-eighth, and twenty-ninth, ultimo. ' 

A tolerable fupply of (hoes has lately arrived to the iflu- 
ifig clothier's ftore from the eallvrard, Pcnnfylvania, and 
Jerfey : and, if the different perfons employed- in procuring 
that article will exert thcmfelves to keep up. the fupply, I 
hope we fliall not be much diftrcfTed during the winter^ -pto- 
ifidcd we remain quietly in quarters. 

It is much to be wiflied that Coiigrefs would, come to a 
fpecdy refolution concerning the procuring clothing for the 
officers at a price 'm proportion to their pay, more efpecially 
as they were led to expeft this from a refolve which pafled 
in November 1^77.-^ If the clothing itfelf cannot ibe conve* 
liiently procured, I imagine the alternative of *a:Hawing aa 
adequate fum of money in lieu thereof wowM be thc-jaekt 
beft expedient, ■ ■ .•■• •.'■*• : U.'L.Swii.i..; j,., .m 

As the board rauft undoubtedly have experienced the 

many 



tniny cHfScuttieis tirifing frofn. the want oT a pr5peK^mnge-- 
ment of the' clothier's department, ITiope tTiey wiirpiefs the 
cotnmittee who have tliat bufinefs in charge^ to britig i^thelr 
report, that the new fyftem'maybe carn'*d into'excdiition 
Without Ibfs of titfie. — Whether it has been owirrg to watit 
of conduft in the late officer, or his want of proper powers 
atld direffionsj I will not tindertalie to determine": 'butthc 
irregularity in that department has been an^endlefsfource 
of trouble tb me, and a great caiife oF difcontent in the 
atmy. ' '^ 

I have given the iffuing clothier direftions tb teep ^n ac^ 
count of the marks and numbers of the bales of blankets, 
and of the quality of their contents, from whence you wilf 
be able to tradi^ from whom thofe fmall ones were purcha fed. 
Whch the iflbefe are completed, you Ihall have the accOimtw 
-^Thc difeiftions to Mr. Meafe wfere very proper.^f any 
corps want completing in any particular article which is not 
to be procured here, I will fign th6 order rtiyfelf. 

In the prefent fcarcity of hats, the caps of which you 
have forwarded a pattern muft be tifed by way of fubftitutc. 
But an ofEcct very attentive to the health of hife' >5ien in- 
forms me that he found an inconvenience from the ufe of 
woollen caps lafl; winter intl^ad of hats : when the men put 
them off in the fpring, they many of them took violent cold^ 
from the fudden tranfition. They alfo contribute to. keej 
the head dirtyj-^than which nothing is jnore unhealthy. - 

I find it imprafliicable to carry the recommendation of thi? 
board, refpefting calling in the. old clothe.s upon delivery of 
the new, into execution. The foldiers were not to be ebn- 
vinced of the good policy and eponomy intended bytiie^ap- 
plication of the old clothes to hofpitals and tlie; foUowersof 
the army, but looked upon it as an unjuftifiable attempt to 
deprive them of what they had earned by their year's fer- 
viccvanA vthat (confidering the fcanty fupply of fom^ kin4« 
of oovering, blankets in paiticular) would help to make them 
more comfortaUcL during tlic winter. The&.;idifcj>QtentG 
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were coAimunicated to me, the moment they arofe, by ionise 
of the bed oncers in the line; which determined iiiMr^43fffe( 
the matter drop, more efpecially as another argtupenti wf s 
made iife of, which was uU'anfwcrable: this mss'^ thal,.upoi) 
^■a £ait fettlement, there would be found a confidetabie:de£r 
ciency of the hounty- clothing for a year or twa'^paft, and 
that therefore it would be more equitaWe tarmxdceiup 4he de- 
ficiency than to draw in the remains* ... : )" :-ii: ^ 
1 have the honor to be, &c. ..: i .' / i .:G. W. 



-: Sir; . JJaad-^uarters, N^vm^r Uy ii^779* 

ON wednefday afternoon I received a' )tttfct fr^maiie 
honorable Mr. Lee and Mn Lovell of the ocoibnm|tte^i for 
foreign aifairs^ inck)ring a plan and fundryii;elbiuj:ions-'bjF 
Congrets for attacking Canada the nextcampaigif ilit'^Cioi)* 
junction with the forced of his moil chriftian majeftyi'^, 
and reqt^iling my obfervations upon the fame to* '^Mitrcfn^^ 
mkted to Congrefs, and a copy to be delivered^to the ^lorw 
quis De la Payette. Thefe difpatches, through the mdi^pcf- 
fition of .the marquis (who unfortunately was feizedt^iidtk^ 
fever in his journey from Philadelphia, which ^ftili^detains 
him at Filhkill), were prevented coming itcfciiaod^ till that 
time: and the great importance and ex terft of :thf tfufcjefit 
lliey cqraprehend would »Qt , permit mc thehh6ttiQr> cf ran 
earlier communication of ray fentimeots*-^! hope.GosDgrefs 
will excufe my not complying with that' paiftoof; the j»(o4ift. 
tion which rcquiriesme to deliver a copy irf^myebforvations 
to the marquis, as the manner in which I, anv oWiged-^tOi treat 
the fubjeft opens fuch a^pipfpi^flt of Qur.wantS: jafld.Qur 
weakneffes, as, in point of policy, ought only to be koown 
to ourfclves. • . : : ; .• ••:« 

I am always happy to concur in.fentiment with Ctmf^c£i\ 
and I view the emancipation of Canada as an ob|cfl:.Tfiery in^ 
terefting to the future pro%>erity and tranquilHty of thefe 
dates : but I am forry to fay tlie plan propofcd for the fxtt^ 

pofe 
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pofe docs not appear to mc to be eligible under onr prefent 
- circrumftances^-^I confider it as my duty, and what Soa-^ 
^fs expe£ls from me, to give my reafons for this opinibi;! 
with that franknefis and candor which the importance ^. the 
fubje£i demands ; ahd^ in doing this,! am perfuaded'I flixll 
not fail tonieet with their approbation. . 

It feems -to me impolitic to enter into engagements with 
the court of France for carrying on a combined operation of 
any kind without a moral certaimy of being able to fulfil' our 
parts, particularly if the firft propofal came from us. If wt 
ihould not be able to perform them, it would argue either z 
Varit 6f conCderation, a defeftive knowledge of otif'r^ 
iburces, or fomething worfe than either, whichf ctould nob 
fail to produce a degree of diilriift and difcbntent tliat might 
be very injurious to the Union.-^In the prefent inftancef, 
ihould the fcheme propofed be ;klopted, a fathire on out 
part would cer^iMy occafloii m them a mifapplicatioii of a 
conftderable land and naval force which might be u&fully 
employed elfewhere, and probably their total lofe.--It is 
itrue, if we were at this time to enter into the Jen^agiitieirt, 
.'we ihould be every day better 'able to judge whether it mrSl 
be in our power to accompliih what may httxptSttd frtrti 
us : and, if we ihould find hereafter that our ref6ur<;es witl 
be luieqiial to the undertaking, we may give- hotice to th^ 
court of France in feafon to pt«fciit the failing of the- trbops 
and t}ie ill efieds which might attend it« ' But befides tbatu 
f>roje£i of this kind could tiot be ei^bi'aced bf FtaWce Wlth'oftt 
its-having an influence on tht whole fyftcm of 'oj)^tidn§'for 
the next canipsugni whi<ih of courfe would rec^ly^foxtie d(^ 
rangement from itt being abandoned,-— ^ reikinci^iitiri of iiih 
could not fail to give a very ujnfavotable itnpfeSi:^ bf ^tir 
forefight and providence, and would ferve to H^iiateri 'thfe 
confidchoeof thatcourt in our publfe-covnclls^-' ■ ■ *^- * 

So far from there being a moral certainty of but' coAiJjIy- 
ihg with oiir engagements^' it may in my opinion be very 
fafely pronounced, thac^if the enemy keep peflH/Eon of tlidir 
' : 8 Ijrefent 
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prefcnt pofts at New- York and Rhode-Ifland> it will hcM^ 
pradicable either to furhlfh the men or the ^ther necefiary. : 
fupplics for profecuting the plan. They wilt Yiot attempt to 
keep thofe pofts with lefs than ten thoufand men, and a con-^ . 
Cderable navy.— If it fliould be thought bcft for thi? a4yan* - 
tage of carrying on the expeditions intended, to, forego any. ; 
ofFenfivc operations againft thefe garrifons, and to leave 
them in quiet poiTeffion of fuch important pfac^s, we fhali 
at Icaft be obliged to provide for the fecurity of the countfy 
againft their incur fions and depredations, by kcq>ing up a 
force fufficient to confine them within their oxwi limits. It 
is natural too to fuppofe that the people's expcdlations of 
BIRig protefted will grow ftronger in proportion to the di- 
liinutiott of the enemy's force, and the greater facility with 
which it can be afforded. They will hardly, be content to • 
continue in a ftatc of alarm and infecurity from -a force fb ixW 
confiderable, while the principal ftrength of thc.fta|:ea is 
drawn out in the profecution of remote ob}e£i;s. — If.this 
reafoning is juft, we fliall be obliged to have a Jax;gQr^ force 
Aan the enemy, pofted in different places to prevent iudden 
inroads which they would otherwife be able to make at dif- 
ferent points ; and the nimiber required cannot be eftimated 
at lefs than twelve or fifteen thoufand men. This wiJl be 
two-thirds as large a force as we have been able to xaife and 
maintain during the progrefs of the war, as thefe calcula- 
tions both of the enemy's ftrength and of our own axe -meant 
to defignate the number of effc£tive rank. and file. 

If 1 rightly underftand the plan in confideration> i;; re- 
quires for its execution twelve thoufand fix hundred -mep^ 
rank and file. Befides thefe,— 'to open pafTages through a 
wildemcfs, for the march of the feveral bodies of troops,— 
to provide the means of long and difficult tran%ortations by 
land and water,— 'to eftablifli pofts of communication for the 
fecurity of our convoys,— to build and man vcifels of force 
xifecefTary for acquiring a fuperiority on the. lakes,-*-thefe 
and many other purpofes peculiar to thefe enterprifes, wtiic^ 
'■■• would 
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vrouldjae tedious in, detail) wU} demand a mucl>. larger pro- ^ 
portion o£ artificers and perfoziis to.. b^^.cmployed in manual 
and laborious offices^, than are ufual in the ordinary courfe^ 
of military operations. When we add tjip whole together, 
the ai^gregate. number of men reqmfite fqr the fervice of the 
enfuing campaign will be little iefs than double the number 
heretofore in the field: but, to be more certain in the calcula* 
tion, it*may be placed at only one-half more. 

Experience is the only rule to judge by in the prefent cafe.. 
—-Every expedient has been exhaufted in the preening cam- 
paigns to raife.men; and it was found impoflible to get to- 
getlier a greater force than we had^ though the fafety an4 
fuccefs of. the icaufe feemed abfolutely to require it. The- 
natural and direft inference therefore is that the refources of 
the oountry were inadequate to a larger fupply. I. cannot 
then fee tliat we can hope upon any principle to be equal ta 
fo much greater exertions next year^ when the peopk and 
the army appear to grow "daily more tired of jEbe wart and 
the depreciation of our money continually incteafing, and of 
confequence pipving a fmalier temptation tp induce tl^em to 
engage. 

Theftate of our fupplies for tranfportbg and/ubfifting 
the troops will ftand upon a footing equally bad. , .We jhave 
encountered extreme difficulties in tbefe r6fpe<3;$) and have 
found that it. was full as much as we were competent tp> to 
feed the army we have already had, and enable it .to keep the 
field and perform the movements required by th^ contingencies 
of the fcrrice. ■ It is not likely that thefe. difficulties wiH di- 
minifli ; but on the contrary they will rather multiply as th^ 
value of our currency leflcns :, and the enormoiis prices, to 
which provifions have rifen^.and the artificial fcarcity created 
by monopolies, with what we hav^ to fear f rom U;e cflfeft 
of the, fame fpirit, give us no reafon to flatter ourfelyes that 
our future profpedls can be much better. 

In this fituation of things w;e are hai:dly warranted to ex<« 
pc£t that wp fliaJl have it in' our power tqjj|ti$fy the de- 
mands 
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mands of numbers to much greater tlian wc hari! yet tad to 
fupplyy efpecially if we confider that the fcene of our ope* 
rattens has hitherto been in the heart of the country fur«- 
iki(hing our refources, which of courfe facilitated the draw^ 
shg them out, — ^and that we (hall then be carrying on the 
war at an immenfe diflance, in a country wild and unculti- 
vated, incapable of affording any aid, and great part of it 
holtile. We cannot in this cafe depend on temporary or 
dccafional fupplies as we have been accuftomed, but mufl 
have ample magazines laid up beforehand. The labor and 
cxpenfe in forming thefe^ and tranfporting the neceflary 
ftores of every kind for the ufe of the troops, will be in- 
creafed to a degree that can be more eafily conceived than 
defcribed. The tranfportation mud be, a great part ef the 
way, through defcrts affording no other forage than herb- 
age : and, from this circumftance, our principal fubfiftence 
of the fleOi kind mud be falted, whicK would not only be 
an additional expenfe in the additional confumption of fo 
fcarce and dear an article as fait, but would greatly increafe 
the difficulty both of providing and tranfporting. — My letter 
of the twenty-ninth ultimo (tranfmitting a copy of one froni 
the quarter-mafter-general) which I had the honor of ad- 
drefling to Congrefs, and to which I wifh to refer, will point ■ 
out the difficulties and daily expenfe attending our fupplies 
of the article of flour only, in our prefent circumftances, 
cxclufivc of its coft,— arid lay the foundation for a fort of 
comparative eftimate to be formed of thofe that would at- 
tend the fupport of the troops when employed at fo great a 
didance. 

If, in addition to all diis, we fliould have the French fleet 
to fupply during the winter,-^the likelihood of which I have 
no fufficient information to ground a judgment upon^-^it 
will appear dill more impracticable to furnifh the fupplies 
requifite for the extenfive operations propofed. But, indc^ 
pendent of this, the improbability of doing it is, in my ap- 
prehenfion^ infinitely too great to judify the undertaking. 

This 
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This reafohing is founded on a fuppofition that the enemy 
do not evacuate their^prefent pofts at New- York and Rhode- 
Ifland : uor can we prefume upon any paft appearances fo far 
as to determine the contrary, and enter into a national con-* 
tra£t:, the fulfilment of which at any ratCi in my judgment^ 
will depend on this event. Opinions on the fubjefl are va- 
TiouSy and the arguments on both fides cogent, Circum- 
ftances have hitherto been very indecifive : — at Rhode-Ifland 
there is nothing that looks like an evacuation, that I have 
heard of : — at New- York, the length of time elapfed fincc 
the event has been expeded, which cannot be fatisfa£lorily 
accounted for, makes it not a little do\^btful and problema- 
tical* 

But if it were even certain that the enemy would {hortly 
leave thefe dates, I (hould think our ability to carry on the 
expeditions meditated (from the nature of the/country, and 
the remotenefs from the fource of our fupplies, joined to the 
difcouraging ftate of our finances) too precarious to autho- 
rife a preconcerted agreement M^ith a foreign power, binding 
ourfelves to the attempt. On the other hand, if we were 
certain of doing our part, a co-operation by the French 
would, in my opinion, be as delicate and precarious an en- 
terprife as can be imagined. All the reafons, which induce 
France and the United States to wifli to wreft Canada and 
Halifax from the dominion of England, operate with her 
perhaps more forcibly to ufe every poffible effort for their 
defence. .The lofs of. them would be a deadly blow to her 
trade and empire** To hope to find them in a defencelefs 
ftate, muft be founded in a fuppofition of the total incapa- 
city of Britain both by land and fea to afibrd them protec- 
tion. — I ihouid apprehend we may run into a dangerous error 
by eitimating her power fo low. 

We have been inforpied that a ftrong garrifon has been 
latdy tent toH alif ax, amounting, by report, to about four thou- 
sand men : — ^a part of the detachments which die enemy are 

VpL. II. A a • now 
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how making from New- York are currently taid'to be, and iff 
all probability arc, deftincd for that place :— if thi?ffevaCttWt 
entirely, a very tonfiderable part of their force wiH no^dbubt 
go therd; and in any cafe we miay expe^ that teinfoftc* 
mcnts will be thrown from thence into Canada early in the 
fpring. The EnglHh art now greatly fuperior t6 the Frendi 
by fea in America, and will from every appcai^ntec dflttp 
tinue fo unlefs Spain hi tefp6(c,-»-an event which 1 do hot 
know we afe authorifed td count upon. Howcvef, as I iM 
ffcflitute of information with refpeft to the ptefenr ftateaf 
European 'politics, this i^ a point upon which* I can fcwM 
but an imperfefl: judgmctit : but if it fliduld tiot tttke placed 
I think it' infinitely probable, from the rnaritime fituatidti 
in'd advantages of Halifax which is repreftnted k§ tht^finelt 
poVt itnd btft naval arfenal in America, — from the (ecmrity 
it is calculated t6 givd fcTthc general trade and pofleffionsbf 
Britain, both on the coritmen't dfnd in the Weft-Indie^— ^ 
that it ■ iv'ill be a ftation for a larger naval fotce tfteri fhtf 
6he intemied tb convoy the French troops:— it vvill ha* 
turally be the prtncipal rendez-vous of the Brkifli {hips oT 
war in America* If this pofltiort be admittedy— (holild iht 
ITrig'fifh hate arty knowledge or even fufplcfeh of the defigii 
of the Ftench Court to fertda fleet up the titer' Saint Lau- 
rence, nothing xviil bcdaffier than to inteirieept this fleet oit 
its way, or to take or deftro^ it after ft haS g6t in; Not 
can we flatter ourfelves with keepiffg this bdfiMfs ^ ifeclfeA 
Cohgrefs perhaps will be furprifed to bfi: tt>ld thatMtis'afi- 
ready iit lilorfe hatids th^n they fufpeft t and, hi the |Tro;^cft 
"of the riegodatioh in France^ h will get into many more* 
^he pteparatidns wfil anriotince the intention.-^Itts riideed 
^ part of dife plan to avow' the dcftiriatioh bf the French 
troopsVifeotigh this is to be^cbnttadidfed 1yy the inanner nf 
'tiieit 'ctbthi'n'g,&c.-^The*ftatibniitg. troops tMs'^winter, as is 
j^fo'p6fd'd5 pattfcufariy-dn-^the Mdhawk arid Gonfle£iictttirivcr, 
"WbuMbtSttcq^YDCaf pro6?fr'bf tl^ it miift at leaft 
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txcite the ftrongeft fufpicion,, fo as to put the Englifli na* 
don upon theif gdatrdj and ^lake them take precautious to 
counteta£t it. . : 

But if thcj French troops ftipuld, arrive before Quebec, I 
think their fuccefs againit that ftroiig place^ fortified by 
every advantage of nature and. of art, would he extremely 
doubtful;— It is ^fuppofed this capiul poft wiU be found 
in fo we^k; a condition as to nd^e its farrender a m^itter of 
cpurfci' owing ta the enemy >. haying previouily drained 
themfelves for the defence of Detroit^ ^iagai;^ Saij^t John*3f 
Montreal, ice : but we cannpt depend that this wU^ bp ^be 
<t^fe:»— diey may efteem it the part .of prudence rather 
to. facrifice or at leaft to hazard the extremities in order 
to.colle(9. their ftrength at the heart* Monjtreal indeed* and 
the poftseiTential to it, muft be defended, becaufe the pojlef- 
fion of them would throw too large a part of the country 
into our hands. But if reinforcements are fent to Canada 
early in the fpring,-7-a circumftance extremely likely,-T-thefe 
may be attended to without too far weakening the garrifon of 
Quebec; and^ as before pbfcrved, we cannot build, upon 
their conduct's beihg regulated by an ignorance of our plans* 
The. French ttoops, iiiftead of a coMp-4e'niain, wpul4.in this 
cafe be red^c^d to the neceflSty, of carrying on A blockade. 

I will naw take the liberty to turn my attention towards 
the operations of our own troops*^ — The one agamft Detroit 
I fliall at prcifont fi^y nothing about: if well condufted, I 
ihould hppe^ that place would, fall without very great diffi- 
culty .-•^l^haca^e is very different with rcfpedl. tq J^iagara. 
This, I am informed, is. one of the ftrongeft fottr^s in 
America, and can^only be reduced by regular appro^che^ or 
by famine. In .accomplilhing this, laft war, and a.conqueft 
as far as Montreal^ I believe general Amherft exhiipfted two 
€amp2Ugns,,.witht aU the advantages which he di^iived from 
the united ^Qbrrs of , Britain ismdAmerica^ with every con« 
yenience for water-tranfpor^tion, including plenty, of fea* 
'mcn^ and with money that commanded every thing which 

A a 2 either 
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either country could furnifli. The former mode would TC^ 
quire great pcrfevcrance, time, and labor, and an apparatus 
which it would be almoft impradlicable to tranfport* . The 
latter is pra£licable» but very difEcult. To effe£^ it, we muft 
gain a fuperiority on the lakes. The enemy have already a 
refpedlable force tliere : — if they fufpeft our defign, which 
they cannot fail to do from the meafures to .be taken^ they 
may improve the interval in adding to it ; and, by providing 
materials and artificers upon the fpot, they may be able to 
increafe it fo as to keep pace with us. It is therefore eafy to 
fee that we ought not to be too fanguine in the fuccefs of 
tlii^ expedition, and that, if a moderate force be employed in 
the defence of Niagara without degarnifhing Qyebec and the 
intermediate pods, its redu£lion will be a very arduous tafk. 
. The body of troops to penetrate by way of the river Saint 
Francis muil meet with great obftacles : they will have a 
march of about a hundred and fifty miles from Cohofs, which 
is about a hundred and fixty miles beyond Hartford, a great 
part of which is through a hitherto-uuinhabitoi and tracklefs 
country, with an imme^fe train of waggons: sdl.tbe flores 
find provifions for the whole march, and the future fupply pf 
the troops, at leaft till they fliould get footing in Canada 
muft accompany them from the beginning. The impedi- 
ments and delays in fuch. a march almofl exceed conception. 

When arrived at the Saint Laurence, frefli pbllacles proba- 
bly would prefent themfelves. The prefumptipn is, that, if 
the enemy could not make head there, they would defolate tlw 
country tl^rough which they were to pafs, deftroy all the 
provifipn and forage, remove every kind of water craft, and 
dcmolifh the. materials for building others. TJ^^fe precau- 
tions being taken on the Sorelle and Saint Jl«aurence would 
pretty effe(^ually obftrud our progrefs both tp. Montreal and 
lCadorogui,-:-to fay nothing of . the rapidity pf t^ie current 
and the numerous rifts between Montreal and Lagalette. 

>Vhen we deliberately (jonfidey all the pbftaples in tj\cj exc-» 

ijution,. and tlj^e difficulties, we jQiJilI find. in preparing the vail 

9 magazinoc 
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Iriagazines required, which have been already enumerated, 
if within the cbmpafs of Our refources, we (hiall be led to 
think it ndct very improbable that this body may be unable fb 
penetrate Canada, at leaft in time to co-operate Vith the 
Frenth tr6op«, if a co-operation ihould be neceflary. The 
fituation of thefe troops then would be delicate and dan- 
gerous :—expbfcd to a defeat from the united force of the 
enemy, In great danger of having their retreat cut off by a 
fuperior naval force in the river, they would have every 
thing to fear. On the other hand, if our operations fhould 
be as fuccefsful as we may flatter ourfelves, a temped or a 
'Britifh fleet may deprive us of the expefted aid ; and at a criti- 
cal moment we may find ourfelves in the bofom of an enemy*8 
country, obliged to combat their whole force with one in- 
JTerior and reduced by a tedious and wafting march. The 
five thoufand men, when they arrived in Canada, would prO-» 
bably little exceed four capable of fervlce ; and would be ftill 
lefs, if out of them we (hould eftabllfti pofts as we advanced, 
to infure a retreat and proteft efcorts of provifion which muft 
follow for future fupport. Thus an accident in either,cafc 
would involve the defeat of the whole projefl: ; and the cata- 
flrophe might be attended with the moft unhappy confequcn* 
ccs to America. 

The plan propofed appears to me not only too extenfive 
and beyond our abilities, but too complex. To fucceed, it 
requires fuch a fortunate co-incidence of circumftances as 
could hardly be hoped, and cannot be relied on ;-^the de- 
parture of the enemy from thefe ftates, without which we 
cannot furnifti the ftipulatcd force, or fupplies to maintain 
them, — fuch- a want of power or want of forefiglit in the 
enemy as will oblige them to negleift the reinforcement* of 
Halifax and of Canada, and prevent them, however conve- 
niently Gtuated, from difputing the paflage of the ibux (hips 
of the line and four frigates up the river Saint Laurence, or 
attempting their deftrudlion afterwards, — fuch a combination 
'of favorable incidents as wiH enable fcveral bodies ading fe« 
*" A a 3 par^tcly 
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parately and independently by f<^ and Iand» and from differ* 
ent c6untHc5gy to conform to times and periods ib as to in- 
fure iico-opc ration ; — ^thjefc and many other circumflances 
muft conipirc, to give luccels to the enterprife. 

Congreis, I am ptiiuaded, had powerful reafons for fixing 
the convoy at the number they have : and their fuperior ia- 
fotmation refpeding the affairs of Europe at this jundhire 
enables them to judge mpch better than I cap pretend to do, 
of its fufficiency. But, from the imperfedi view I have of the 
imauer, 1 have been led, in confidering the fubjcdl, to look 
uflon it as infufficient. From the general tenor of intelligence, 
the Englifli out-number the French in the channel : in Ame- 
rica) both on the continent and in the iilands, they are great- 
ly fuperion- If the lafl Toulon fleet is employed in the A^c- 
diterraiiean, the French may have the fuperiority there : bulf, 
upon the whole, the balance of naval force feeins hitherto to 
be on the lide of the Engliflu If we add to tliis that the num- 
ber of ft>il>s of war in the French ports, built or building, 
bears no coiriparifon to the number in the Englifli ports,— 
and that Britain, notwithftanding the diminution flie has fuf- 
fcied/ is ftill a kingdom of great maritime refources, — we 
ihall be difpoled to conclude that the preponderance is too 
likely to. continue where it is. The interpofition of Spain 
indeed would, Tnake a very interefting change: but her back- 
wardnefe heretofore feem&to beun argument that /lie is with- 
held from: interfering by.fome weigluy political motives: 
and hofw long thefe may^continue to reilrain her, is a quef- 
tion I am unqualified Go determiae, 

' Befides thefe general. ohje<^ions to the plan w^hich haye 
been fta;ircdj therQ appear to me- to be lome particular ones 

- which I ihall take the liberty to point out* 

- ^Ii> the i&rft place I obfene there are to be five thopfand 
. n^lifiaiemployed in the two expeditions againft Detroit and 
: JMiagai'a.i^The drawinginto fcrvice.fo large a number com- 

• pafed chiefly; of hufbandmen, in addition to- what may be 
ibund neceffary for other exigencies on the coaft at fo inter- 

' efting 
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^ing a fcafon of the yeatt will c(pr,tamly be ,v©ry. injurious 
to the culture of our lands, an^/nuft tend to add to the defi- 
iciency of fupplie^ But this, t^hough not. to be oyerlpoked, i» 
not the prij;ic^pal obje£tion.— jb^ the expedition ag<iiuft:De- 
jtrpit, militia perhaps may ^aj^fwcj^*, as it is ^p.t a ppft pi yery 
great (Irength) and m^y ppffibly be abandoned on oi:|n g Jjit;tle 
time after the approadi of a force that cannot be opppfed, in the 
fields and the garrifon proceed to reinforce tl^at pf Niag^ra^ 
JSut .ev«n Jierc troops of another kind woi^li be far prefer-*^ 
able. However, the cafe will be very different with.refpe^ 
jto this laft ;^ic is, as I have before oQiqit^oned^ one of tli^ 
ftrongeft fortrefles of America, ajDi4 ^ini?it<Js fojr Us reduc»- 
^ion the ve;y beft of troops. Militia have nejiher patience 
;ior perfeverapce for a iiege. This has been demonilrated 
iyy all the experience we have had. An attempt :tQ scarry on 
x>ne which fhould materially depend on them woiildj^ liable 
to be fruftrated by their incon.ftancy in die moft critical /n\(;i« 
-jpfients. — ^Agreeable to the plan under confider^iljl.pn, .ti^rcp 
thoufaJDd iive hMudred put pf fiye t^pufai^ fix l^uodred atie tp 
.be miliii^ ■ : • •■•. --iH rr" [ < > 

It is a part of the plan that the trppp^ fent agaiijfl.p^rpit^ 
whether fuccefsful or not, are to form a jun^SiiptiiwitJh'thrffc 
at Niagara. It appears to me on tl>e contrary^ that the«pi- 
pedition ^gjtinft Detroit, pntj^ejr the prefcnt arrangement, mulit 
iland T?n its own bottpm, ai>d haiye no other obgc6fcLthau the 
reducing that pl^ce and deftroyiijg the adjacent Indian fettlfc- 
ments. I>ake Erie is certainly oCcqpied by tiyo armed y^*- 
fels of fixteen and eighteen guns, and, it is (aid, by ^ye prC^^ 
^•thers pf fmal^^r fize, having two, three, q^ fi^ur gons each, 
which, while tl^e enpmy hoJd- Niagara,, will prevent the com- 
munication of ogr troopsi by way pf the lak<5^-^t6 fay no- 
thing of the want of batteauxfdr tranfportaticai.' A Com- 
munication by land mud be performed through^an e^cteotof 
more than four hundred miles^ aqd a grcat.partofu;tiii^ at 
' Jcaft under many di fad vantages of route, and* tfifjjiigh: tribes 
^f hoftiJj? IiKiians. ■ • ^ - - .• ; • - > . 

. Aa ^ My 
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My knowledge of the cotintry is not foflSdoidy- sscetiratfe 
to enable me tb dircover the reafons which .determined Con« 
grefs to divide the force deftined againft Niagara, and to apt^ 
point the march of one body from Ononguaga to that'placc^ 
It feems to me however that this difpofition might be fubje<% 
to one great inconvenience, which is» that» if each column be 
not fapcrior to the whole colleaive force of the .enemy, thejr 
jrifk being beaten feparatel y and fuccef&vely, befides the troU"- 
ble and expcnfe of preparing as it^ were for two ^xpedittons 
inftead of one,--of opening two road's indead of oiie,— ^aod 
the uncertainty of a co-operation (if no difafler fliould hajy- 
pen to either) at the monoent when it might be neceflkry. 
The inquiries I have as jet had it in my power to make are 
oppofed to the praAicability of conveying cannon in thfe 
route from Ononguaga to Niagara, or at leaft place it as n 
point infinitely doubtful : and, without cannon, nothing can 
be cfFecSled againft that poft. Upon the whole, the great 
matter efientia^ to fuccefs againft Niagara is to fubdue the 
enemy's force on lakes Erie and Ontario, particularly the 
latter. This once done, and the garrifon by that means cut 
oiF from its fupplies, the fort will be likely to fall an eafy 
prey. Here our efforts Ihould be diretked : nor do I at pre- 
icnt perceive the purpofes to be anfwered by the body go- 
ing from Onpnguaga, unlefs the devaftation of the interme- 
diate Indian villages be the objecS,— which perhaps may not 
be equal to the rifk, labor, and expenfc, and the more fo as 
they would fall of courfe if we fhould fucceed in the general 
operation. 

The cantoning five thoufand troops this winter on Coxi^ 
neSicut-river, under our prefent profpefts, will, in my opi- 
nion be. impracticable, and, in any cafe, uoadvifable. — When 
I had the honor of writing to Congrefs in September laft on 
-tht fubje<Sl of a winter campaign into Canada, I had been led 
|)y le9jonel]Bs>\lcy, and other gentlemen acquainted with the 
country, to expe<^ that very confiderable magazines of pro- 
vifions might be laid up on the, upper, pg^rts of that meir. 

But 
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Biitit-appeaTroii^c5^|>erinicnt*at thcif xca?l forAcfcxptdi* 
tioii made them too fanguine in thfe iiiatter. The piltfchafei 
iaU fer, very &r ihort of wliat was^expeficd The difficidr 
tics of tranfportation, as reprefentcd by the qnarter-maftcrf 
and coiniiliiflkries, fupported by fa£ls tliatfpeak fat themfelves, 
are fo great and complicated that I fhould have no hope of 
bchtg able, from remote parts of the continent, ro throw in 
the qnandty requifite for fubfifting thefe troops during the 
wiitter, and atthe fame tigie of forming the magazines v^rhich 
would be iieceflary to profecute the expedition in fpring. 
We may*be endeavoring to form, the magazines : hot tKft 
troops -iianniot be on the fpot this winter ; other wife they 
^11 exhauft the provifion as faft as it can be coHefted.— 
The fame objediion applies to the ftationing ti-oops on thfc 
Mohawk-river. 

In eftirtiating our forte for the hext campaign, it xs to be 
confidered that upwards of four thoufand of the prefent army 
will have completed their term of fervice by the laft of May 
next, and that a great proportion of the remainder will hate 
done the fam.e about the clofe of the enfuing fall, unlefs diey 
can be induced to re-engage, — of which the iU fucteft of our 
prefent exertions t6 enlift thofe whofe ctigagement-^ are about- 
to expire affords but an unfavorable profped^. ^ This and the 
general temper of the officers, diffatisfied much- with t!lieir 
fituation, will fuggeft a: ftrong argument againft the extcnliwe 
J)roje£l8 in contemplation. : 

In whatever point of lighr die fobjecl is placed, our abi^ 
lity to perform our part of the contrafl: appears to me in^ 
finitely too doubtful and precarious to juftify the undertaking, 
A failure, as I have already obferved, would involve confe- 
quences too ddicate and difagreeable to be hazarded. But,' 
at the fame time that my judgment is againil this, I anh 
clearly of opinion that we fhould attempt every thing that 
our circumftances will permit : but, as the extent of oujr 
power muft be regulated by many poflible events, I would 
wifli to hold ourfelves. free to a€t according to ^thcr poffi- 

bility, 
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fiAiijt and as a clearer view of oar future refources may MXh 
thorife.— If the enemy entirely leave diefe ftates, it vyill pro- 
ducfe a vaft change in p]jr affair^ ; and new yrpfpedls may 
c^en, of which we caiji jut prefent have |?ut a very itpperfcSb 
idea. It would be a great ftep towards raifing the value of 
our money, whjiich would give a new fpring to our military 
pperations.— We may be able to undertake much more thai; 
we can now forefee. 

If the enemy attempt tO k^P P-^^^ in tbpfe ftates, a pri? 
mary objeft will be to expeJ them, if in our power : - if not^ 
xvc muft make proper provifionto baJ* their flepredations, and 
muft turn our attention to the fecurity of our frontiers, by 
purfuing fuch meafures as fhall be within the reach of ouf 
abilities.— Though we may not be able to launch into fq 
wide a field as we could wifli, fomething upon a more par^ 
jial fcale piay b.e enterprifed. Detroit and Niagara may per- 
. hap$ be reduced, though Canada may not be an acceffion tQ 
fhe confederacy. — With a view to what is poflible, prepara^ 
tions may be going on, and we can make fuch an application 
cf them as we fhall find pradlicablc. 
■ As there is no time to be loft in doing thi$r I fhall give th^ 
neccflary orders fo far as relates to the article of proviilon, 
which indeed has been already done in part. Magazines of 
forage, materials for boat and fliip building, and other ar- 
}icles,.muft alfo be provided,— which will depend on tlie 
final arrangements and more definitive inftrudligns gf Cpn- 
grcfs. Thefe meafures will be neceflary to be taken whe- 
ther the prefent plan is carried on, or whether fomething lef^ 
extenlive,. depending wholly on ourfelves, is fubftituted in its 
place.-^ — ^I Ihall wait the furtiier orders of Congrefs for the 
government of my condu6l in delivering the plan to tlie jmar- 
^uis as their refolution f/ecms to require, or in traniinitting it 
immediately to doclor Franklin as the letter from the com-r 
n-kittee fcems to dired. At prefent I am under fome doubt 
foncerning the intention of Congrefs in this particular.. 
I have tlie honor to be, &^. , . • G^ W.^ 



,f n S,..I^fliall ufe every m^ans in my power to obtain intel^r 
Ijgqnce in the ^points mentioned in,j;he refoliuion of the twenr 
ty7l\^h, jjlMiT)p,.^rid h?..cl taken meafure^ for the purpofe ^vitl^ 
rcfpeft to Canada . before-— ]VJi> Livii^gfion, an officer in the 
fov^s pf f»:wards, will have the honor ,of prefenting thefe 4iC-. 
patches tQ your excellency. Tiieir importance requh-ing 
rnore than a common m.effenger, he very obligingly under- 
took, upon applicati.on, to give them a fafe ppnveyance. . 



Sir, Jlead'Qifarters, Fredericjburg^ Nov, 12, 1778. 

INCLOSED I have the honor to tranfmit :tbe copy 
pf a letter from brigadier-general Hamilton to general Heath* 
I did not chufe to grant tlje requeft without the concurrence 
of Congrefs, though at the fame tinne 1 think it may be fafely 
done. It will fave the trouble and expenfe of another pfcoit 
at a futurip day.— I ihalj bp glad of the determination of 
Congrefs as fpeedily as poffible, as the flag veffel, bound to 
Virginia with the baggage of the conventio^i troQps, wjU 
perhaps be detained for the anfwen ^ . • .j 

I have the hoppr to be, &c. - vG. .W. 



, Sir, Head-Quarterly Frcdericjiurgy Nqz(. j^l'j'j,^. 

BARON De Steuben Will have the honor of deliver- 
ing yf^u this. He waits upon Congrefs on the fubjeft^f thb 
infpeftorfhip, which he is extremely anxious fliould be pu^ 
upon forae decided footing. Htf appears to be.f^nfible. df 
fome difficulties in the plan forincrly propofed, and which I 
had. the honor fomQ time ^fmce tb tranfmit my obfervations 
upon,'-«^and defirpus.that they fliould not prove an obftrucr 
tion tp the progrefs of an inftitution^ which> if accommodat- 
ed to the circUmftances and fcntiments of the array, proraifes 
very great advantages to the fcrvrce. The fuccefs the baroa 
had in the beginning, and the benefits derived frpin it, make 
me regret tlie obftacles that have fo long fufpended his exer- 
tions ; 
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rions ; and I ihould wiih fae may have it in his power to re* 
fume them on principles moft advancive of the fcrvice. Oir 
thefe I have already fully communicated my idcas^and iti$ 
tmncdeflary I ihould add. 

i have die honor to be, &c. G. W* 



Sir, Head'Quartcrsy Fredericjiurgy yiov, 14, 1 778* 

1 DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit you tlie copy of a: 
letter of die tenth inftant, which I received yefterday from 
fir Heriiy Ciihtoii, on the fubjeA of exchanging die prifoncrs 
of the convention.— Should the propofitipn be agTeeablc to 
Congrefs, I (hall be glad to receive powers to enter into a 
negotiation as foon as poffible, as it may probably relieve 
oiir officers upon parole from the difagrecable neceflity (rf 
returning to New-York. I will juft obfervc, that, fliould 
an exchange take place Upon the terms propofed by fir 
Henry, I fliould fuppofe we fhall not be obliged to give up 
any confiderable number of privates by way of compofitioft, 
as the officers of the convention (fliould the whole be fufFer-^ 
cd to be exchanged) would go a great way towards liberat- 
ing Ours at prefent in the hands of the enemy. But it cannot 
be expedled that they will leave thisir troops entirely deftitute 
of officers. — Mr. commiffary Clark, mentioned by fir Henry 
Clinton, was permitted by general Heath to go from Bofton 
to New-York to fettle the accounts and procure money for 
the difcharge of the debts of the troops at Cambridge* 
Ihave the honor to be, Sec. G. W. 



Sir:, Head-^Quarters^ Fredericjburg^ Nov, 16, 1778, 

I HAD the honor of receiving your favor of the fixth 
yefterday, wilh the inclofed copy of a letter from the pre- 
fident of the council of New-Jerfey, i-elative to an expie<ftcd 
attack upon the weftero frOnrier of that ftate:-*— I have juft 
received a letter from general Hand giving intelligence of aH 

N^tack 
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attack upon, colonel Alden's regiment at CherryrViUey^ ef? 
fcQed by furprife, in confiwjuencc of which, there is too 
much reafon to apprehend that regiinent may fall 4 fecrificeu 
1 tranfmit a copy of the difpatches announcing this difagree* 
able affair. 

Thefe depredations of the enemy give me the moft ferious 
concern. I lament that we have not yet had it in our power 
to give them an effeSual check. I ath perfefHy convinced 
that the only certain way of prevenlting Indian ra,yages is to 
carry the war vigoroufly into their own country.- But aa 
ihis is tliought impradicable at this late feafon of tbp yeac 
from the date of the water,, ^nd other impedimeiiits^^ I fear wft 
muft content ourfelves with defenfive precautions for the pre<^ 
fent.— I have already informed. Gongrefs that coloi>ei Cort- 
landt -5 regiment had marched towards the Miniflnks ; but, 
having fince dire<Sked count Pulafki to proceed with hia corjw^ 
to Colesfort in that neighborhood, colonel Cortlandt, will 
take poft fomewhere between that place apd ,Rochqfler# 
Orders are now given to colonel Spencer's regiment and co^^ 
lonel Armand's corps to join general Pulafki. — -^Thif difpofi^ 
tion is agreeable to .the opinion of governor Clinton and other 
gentlemen acquainted with the cpuutry who^n I have confult- 
ed, and is calculated to cov^er the eaftern frontier ofP^oAfyl- 
yania, New-Jerfey, and the weftern part of Njew-Yprlf.— ?! 
<hall alfp immediately fend the remainder, of general Clin- 
ton's brigade to Albany., WJiien arrived th^re, if jtiiy tl>ing 
offenfive c^ poffibly be undertaken^ it ihall be done : if not, 
th«iy will be difpofed of in a manner that, fliall feein beft 
adapted for protection and defence. 

With die greateft refped anJefteem, I am, fir, you mofl 
obedient fervatit, v • .. . .-.^ : CU W. 



BY thojtime thi« r^ach^& yoM». -general IJur P<>rtc^i{^ 
.will pro^bly bO: a|. fhiladeifhiav . Qno-part^f: J^is LuilnefA 
.;.•■:■; . ' i« 
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h to profecute the dirediions given him fomofime^fince»fo^ 
fora^g a plan for the defence of the river D^Uwar^ tajb^i 
fubmitted tp Congrefs : anotlier part is to undetftand fix)nt 
Congrefs what may be their vice's and wiflieis with.refpcftt 
to his further continuance in America, and that of thc.flfree 
i^Qier gentlemen attached to him. ;;.•.- j, . ; 

He informs me that tlie furlough fie obtained from* die 
court of France expires in February next, and; theft; tink&, 
Acre IS a certain profpeft ot his being enipldyed hereafter 
in a mannfer ufeful to the ftates and honorable to huofel^ he. 
intends immediately to return. He therefore wifhcs fome^ 
Explicit ideas to-be realifed on the fubjeft. He is alfo anxious^ 
that fomething definitive (Iiould be done with refpeft to the 
pay and the other appointments both ctf himfeH" and the 6ther 
gentlemen with him, which have been hitherto ^undecided, 
and have left them in an uncertain and difagreeable fituatiost;^ 
—Added, to this, he is dcfirous to have fome . arr^-ngeihent 
fixed; for the rules and manner of fervic6 in his departtaent. 

He ddivetTed me, fome days fince, a memorial intended for 
Congrefs^ and which I have now the honor to .inclofe, ^on- 
gaining his ideas on a general fyftem of fortification for thcfe; 
ftates, and. which he requefted me to accompany, with my. 
fcntimcnts.. But it includes queftions of finance and confi- 
derations of policy the moft^ extenfive and important, of 
which Congrefs alone can form a competent judgment, I 
fhall therefore only fay, that, conlidercd merely in a military 
point of view, the plan appears to me wordiy of very feriou$ 
attention. , . • 

It is but juflice to general Du Portail to obferyp that I have 
^ high opinion of his merit ^nd abilities, and efteetn Inm not 
only well acquainted with tlie particular branch he profefles, 
but a man of found judgrpqit and real knowledge, in military 
fcience in general. J have. alfo- a. very favorable opui,ion, of the 
other gentlemen. I will take. the liberty to a4^ that4it.apjjcar& 
to me they will be extremely neccflary and ufeful in our fu- 
ture operations, whei;her diredled to offence or defence,-^ 
7 whether 
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tirhether to difpoffefs the enemy of pofts in our front, to afE({ 
in'cat'i^ng oil the propofed expedition into Canada, or any 
otheit on iaie& lextenfiye pian which may be fubft^utcdin itf 
ftead for dxe^ mere fecurity of our frontier. 

Monfienr Be Murnpn has fcrved in quality of engiiifeer 
under general Du Portail fincc the firft of March laft, with 
did* proniife of a lihijority from the Gommittee of arrange^ 
moftt at VallcywFotgei He has never yet received his com- 
mii&onw !i%is, I prefume^ has been forgotten in a crowd oF 
moreiittportant aflFairs. — With the greateft refpeftand efteera, 
1 have die honor to be, &c. G. Ww 



SiRr ' ■■"■ .Head'Quartersi Fredeficjburg^ Nov. l8, 1778L 
GOIMT Kolhowfki, who will have the honor of 
ddivetifig you this, i^ a PoKih officer who is defifous of en* 
teririg mto our fervice. I inclofe your excellency two lettera 
in hk favor frotn doftor Franklin and Mr. Deane ; ^dded to 
ivhich, hb is recommended to me by count Pulajfki is a 
brave and ufeful officer who ferved under him in Poland. 
He wifties him to be placed in his legion, with the rank of 
captain and the pay of lieutenant,—- to perform the duties of 
the latter till he can give proofs of his talents and obtstin fbme 
ether employ. — With very great ^ftecm and refpeft>' I have 
the honor to» be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head' Quarters f Frederlc/hurg, Nov. 20, 1778- 

Mri Wheelock will have the honor of prefenting this 
letter to your excellency. H<5f waits on Congrcfs upon the? 
affairs of a regiment und^r the command of colonH Bedcf, 
which, it fefeitis, was raifed in the Cohofs cbimty, of at leaft 
has beett kept tip fxnce March laft upon the recomnfitendatidh 
bf the mar<jui& Fayette wittn at Albany. This i:brps, ac- 
cording to thd' inclbfed ftatc by Mr. Wheelock who is thfe 
lieutenant colorirf, to vvhich I beg leave to refef-^caigreS; 
■■'■*^^'" . •' and 
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and according to other information I have received, was at 
firft affembled under the diredlion of major-general Gates 
about this time twelvemonth for the purpofe of a fudden en* 
terprii'e againft Saint John's, and the enemy's armed veflels ly- 
ing there, and was engaged till the lad of March. 

I cannot undertake to fay in what manner or how ufefully 
diis regiment has been employed, or to what extent in point 
pf men. But Mi*. Wheelock fays it has been of great fervice : 
and the ol^jcv^ of his prefent journey is to obtain the direc- 
tion of Congrcfs for their being paid when proper rolls are. 
produced, and their determination whether it is to be difband* 
cd now, or continued uU April next, the period for wliich tlic 
men are faid to have ehgaged, though the marquis's recom- 
mendation extended only to the end of the prefent campaiga. 

The regiment may or may not be neceffary in future. — 
Much will depend on the fyflcm of conduft the enemy pur- 
fue the next campaign, and on our own operations. I would 
obfcrve, under its prefent engagemeat, its ferviccs were to be 
local, or at leall confined to a certain quarter. If it (hould be 
deemed expedient to re-enlift it,— if practicable, it ihould be 
done on the general fcalc of acting wherever it may be re- 
quifite (though perhaps it may not he poflible to accompUnx 
it) : and, in fuch cafe, it will alfo be material for the public 
to have a more perfedt knowledge of its arrangements than 
what I apprehend it has hitherto had. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sir, ILad- Quarter a ^ Fredcrlcjhurg^ Nov, 21, 1778. 

I MAD the honor of your excellency's two favors of 
the fourteenth a^nl fifteenth inllant, with their feveral inclofures. 
— Theconfideration ofdoflorConolly's cafe, with thcrefolu- 
tiqn of Coagrefs, I have tranfraitted to fir Heniy Clinton. 

h\ my letter of the fixteenth I cominunicatcd to your ex^ 

<ellcncy the attempt on Fort-Alden by the favagcs.— -I have 

fioce received the inclofed difpatches confirming that di&i 

. ' agreeable 
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€gre6able account.— I alfo informed Congrefsatthefafpe time 
of the fteps which were taken .for the fecurity of the fron- 
tier of Pcnnfylvania, New*Jerfey, ^nd the wenerri part of 
New- York, — and that the two remaining regiments pf ge- 
neral Clinton's brigade were ordered to Albany. 

I have to regret that the condition of affairs is fuch as does 
not admit of a compliance with repeated detachments frorti 
this army. rtowever> that every thing poffibkraight be (jond 
tinder our prefent circuipftancesj general Hand wais further 
inftnifted on the fixteenth inftant to confer with general 
Schuyler at Albany, and with thofe perfons in that part of th^ 
country who could in any manner aflift in forming his judg^ 
tnent on the beft meafures to be purfued with the troops 
which were Employed in the fevcral quaiters : and ycftcrday 
I changed his command to that of the Minifmks, and for- 
warded him an extrftcft from Colonel Hartley's letter of dit 
» ninth, that he might accommodate his difpofitions to recent 
events. I have only to a<id on this fubjed^ that, on the twen- 
tieth, brigadier^general Clin^n kt out to take th6 command 
«t Albany^ with diredlions to conftilt with general Hand, and 
to form with him fuch combined arrangements asmay appear 
moft confiftent with their united ftrengtii* 
I am, fir, with great refpeA, ice. G. W* 

P. S. As the troops of the convention are approaching ik^ 
Korth-rivcr, I am throwing over a part of the army in order 
to form a line of pofls parallel to their march, for the greateif 
iccurity of the feveral pafles leading to the rivcf* 



S I R, Hfdd-QuarterSf Fredcrkfbwrg^ JV^t/. 2^, I J 78. 

JOHN Temple^ ef^uire, will have the honor of pre-*, 
fenting thia to your excellency* I do not kao^ what Mr. 
Temple's views are : but it feems he has fome appiicatioft t^ 
make to Congt^s. t never had till now the pkafure of a p^^ 
fonar acquaintance with him : buty from the terms id whi^b 
Mr. Bowdoin fpeaks of him, as your excellency will perceiy* 
by the incloied letter,--*and frotu othc^ rtcommoQ44ti9n$ I 

Vol. II. Bb hav^ 
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have h'd'\ of him, 1 conridtjr him as n gentleman af feiife nncl 
rncrlr, nivtl or' warm nttaclwDenr to the lights of his couiuiy, 
fi»r whivh he apixMis to have fuiicrecl greatly in the prefcnt 
coi;tcl>. — I have the lionor to be, ^cc. G. W. 



JTlR, Hcad'(^uarttys^ Frcdci'':loi{} ^^ Ngv, 23, 1778* 

■ YOUR excellency's letter of the tii^Ivceeurh, with the 

incloUne rcferied to, came to hanJ vclicra-jv.— . iiad i>cforc 
received the intelll^^encc contahied in Mr. Deane'« letter, and 
in eonfecjucnce made part of the detachments which have 
heen mentioned in my late letters. It is highly probable that 
thclare inciirlions and oucr«*gx5 wire committed bv the parties 
comprehended in Mr. I3eane*s intelligerice ; and I ihould 
.hope that the force already gone from the army, togetlicr 
yviih the feafon, will prevent them at lead from making fur- 
ther great depredations. 

Since I had the honor of addreffing your excellency on the 
twentV'firft, I received a letter from general Hand, of the 
eighteenth, an extraft from which you will find inclofcd, 
with copies of a letter from major Whiting and one from a 
Mr. Clyde. Thcfe will Inform Congrefs, that, thoiigii the 
ravages at the Cherry- Valley fettlenient were great in tiic 
late attack by the favages, yet our lofs was much lefs-than 
we had reafon to appiehend it from our former advices; 
The account of the enemy's having ftormcd the fort, and 
cut (AT Aldcn's regiment, Ir.ippiiy turns our premature. The 
inclofi.re, N° 2, which is ;a copy of a letter from lord Stir- 
ling, of the fevcntcenth, will advife Congrefs that the fleet of 
traiifports, which had lain at the Hook for fomedays tefarc, 
rame up the preceding night to the watering-place, and alfo 
that fome of th;i Ihips of war had returned to York difmafl> 
^.:;— Your excellency will alfo fee by the indofure, N*^ 3, 
f\)vhich'contiins an cxtraft from a letter from general Sullivan, 
of the cii^htccnth infl:ant),,the lateft advices I have refpefling 
admiral Diron'v fleet.— ^From die lofs of die Somerfet, and thefc 
ffvcral accoUrttJ, thry ftaffercd fcvertly in their- late cruife. 
•/. .. - ::. .November 
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Nb^uembcr ^4. — I jiift received from general Hand the in- 
clofcd petition from major Whitcomb, addreffed to Congrefs, 
and his letter to general Hand, of ilia fame date. My infor- 
itiation refpccling the corps under major Whitcomb's com- 
mand has hitherto been very impcrfevfl: ; and even now I 
do not know llie terms on which it wan engaged : nor had 
I, till thefc letters came to hand, any rcafon to think that the: 
troops above had not nil been equally paid,— haviag fent up 
a fupply of money for the purpofe foon after I came to tliis. 
camp) and authorifed the paymaftcr-g^meral a few days ago* 
to forward a further quantity.— I (hall immediately write to 
general Climon, now on his way to Albany^ to fend a proper 
officer to'mufter die corps, and alfo throe companies (which 
he calls pixwinciaLs) under bis direction,, faid to be engaged 
to the firft of next 'month ;«7-after which, both will be paid 
on his prefenting proper rolls.— With ref|iect to clothing, the 
only application I rccoUe£l to have had from major Whit- 
comb was anfwered with fuch fupplieS, both in quantity and 
quality, as our (lores at the time would admit of,. It may 
perhaps be pradlicable hereafter to put his corps on a better' 
footing in- this inftanoe* ^ . . 

: The alarm which major Whitcomb fpeaks of in the be- 
ginning of his letter to general : JHand was occafioued (as 
Congrefs will perceive by .a copy of another, letter frptn hinx 
to gHfctal Hand) by a defcent made by a body of the enemy, in 
the country about the fouth end of Lake Champlain, and who, 
according to his report, have done ;conliderable damage. 

Idirefted general Du Portail fome time ago to take a 
view of the works carrying on in the Highlands for the 
defence of the North-river, and to make an eftiraate of the 
cannon ncceffary for the purpofe. This he did ; and, as he 
is now at Philadelphia, I have wnttcn to him by this con- 
reyaftcc, and requefted him to prefent the eflimatctoCon- 
grefs. i am forjy.the number wanted is fo great, and the 
more fo as I find upon inquiry that the Sallibury furnace in 
Connedicut, whjch ufed to caft f(i:|,muny, w.puich out of re^ 
pair^ and could jaot. poflibly be p;itJ>jtor4«^r,^^djia a proper 

Bb2 fiate 
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ftatie for fupplics, before JMay^'^Tbe providing of oaonptt f^ 
a matter' of infioite impoFtanco^ and I atp pcrf^ailed Ccmgrrfi»<' 
xriU ukc.cvery means in dit^ir power to accompUihit* . Boi? 
fides the prefling and cxtenG^e jdeinand Git thc.work^ nn (^ 
Northrtriter^ we cannot ^extend our view« too foj^aft?. tb© ob^. 
taining further large fuppHes. We muft jt): thp cOtirfe ^C 
thitigt have occafiou for a great deal o( ^nl^ry ^^ andyiot 
any jcnficrprifo . we may timiel^take ag:vinft..Gan^^;.5vhetti€r.. 
cm a large or a fmall fcale, feveral pieces' of yarioi$s..€Mib^» 
wiU be abfolutelf" efiibHiaW jp«^fides armiog'.IlM^ ihip^ and 
teffiris .Vie iball ber obliged^ta build to gain th^ jnavigatioxi qC 
Ifae. lakes, our laxui eperattons will require a gseai^ nimber^^ ; 
A detachment -of cominestal troops wiU qo^Klw^ jc}H)f0 oi 
the coavexition from the NortliMiver to the XM^wi^re*. ,Thei 
German batallion is to compofe part <>f: 4^ e fieort:: undt; aiibv 
the conveitfion troops crofs ta PenniylvfAii^^ i temft :4lroded 
ky ttk coafeqoence of the. xnteliigencc txmkxMt:d tA iate hy\ 
Got^grefs refpe^kiDg the {rootiers, to proceed^ to Jelaft^a widi 
all its ^baggage^ where it i&io wait tiU geai:rak Hand ao-ivxii 
at the Miaiiinks, and whence k will bejia^a^ito^.a^ amtk** 
cumftances may require. At ihe fame^tube^ if. tticfe fpeqtiedi; 
detachments from the ansef covU be avodled» ii were^mach 
to be wiOiedr The tn>oya wiU be^liyihis latansii^avery' 
iifper&d ftate ; aad^ lefida > ioftvf perhaps fmncLadrailtageB 
tuhich mfght prefent dbenfebe^ H they were .mor»>coUe(!bbd^ 
their d}fcif)liiie wUlr^be^igieatly injured^ and ;knviH; be eK<^ 
tiemriy :difficuh,-fnx!xa(rnuriety D£caiEre3^'toid0a^w. them ^to^ 
gether. again? and^ if ' io ihouid b^ {ura^bicablc^ k:is Ughly 
|iTobable we ilialL findthdri9KnJ>erBiuGk imimijed.by^^^^ 
tibu aad>43therwife«-^l hart: thct benor tobe^ :<^; . ■^i'Gk.Wi 



■ • t'Mh^ JohnDotfge wiB-bavij the hoii«i*>^^4^erillg 
Ihfs'fctlcr te> yoiit fe^'elkn<sy*^ ^Hb hfttery^iii i)lhi^ki6^is.a'']aQm 
tiVe df Cbnt>eHflicm^'ahd'&6l)utyghtTi^t^ a^ a« he idficnnns 
ti/e, (ditM in 'die tCMiiti^ bet We^t ^^Crokl '"Ulfti; Pattfbtf |sg' jM| 
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an Indian tradt^ ;— ithat he carried on coramercci till January 
1776, when, for hk attachment to pnr caufe andthemea* 
Cures he had taken to promote it* lie became obooxiow to the 
enemy) wafc feiacd by order of the governor pf ©etroit, was 
thrown into |irifon, and there continued till the beginning of 
May bft, when he iwas ferit to Quebec ;-r^-4h^<m die ninth 
of October h^ efcaped from thencd and got ioto our fettle- 
iiients, through the aid of a French Gaghneiraga who eame 
with him ha^ dn friday laftw ' 

I find Mr.' Dodge an inteUigcntTOwig man, inrimately ac- 
quainted with all thetra£t of couutry betweenPktiburg aind 
Decroiti and wi^h that lying on take Erie, alfo"wi^h moft of 
Ihe iavage tribes in thofe parts, and with their languages. He 
is likewife w^ acquainted with the communication from 
Fott^Staawix to^Ofwego and Niagara. 
' I believe Mr. Dodge's hiftory to be true ; and^ from a va-* 
riety of circumftancas, I amj^erfuaded of hiis fimv attaclimept 
to us : ^ind i wMld take the *ltbe3ty to fuggeft to Congreis 
that I think h& may be of very important fervicci to us;in any 
enttrprifewe-^niay undertake in dicwcftern qualtcr, or againft 
the force da LakC'Erie ok Lake.Ontario, . This coafidera- 
tion,;ivith-di^ of bis loflcs aiid Ailfinings which I:am inciin* 
ftd to believe liave been Coniiderabl^ieems^to make him wor* 
thy of notice.and atientiojQ.-^His linformatiom is .good and 
clear ia foveral pointa which I •know myfelfi and Jn many 
otheiSt' (fromthbimannGr in whidiiie delivered.it) far fiipe- 
rior and;xxm<;kniore fadsfa£lory;tiian' whatl have., been able 
to derive ftom cUiy other perfom^^As I have obfearced before, 
Mn^D9dge appears to me; a^valuahle inteUigencer ; . andi.. if 
Congnefs are |>l^&d* to honor iiim with an oppQrtut)ii:y, .he 
will give diem an account of the pods of Detroit and Nia^ 
gara when he left them, and of that at Michiliir-achinac, — of 
the iedemy*^ naval force. on LakesErie and Ontario, and of 
i)^ pdv^ |yu^ti4C.$ ia Canada aa he was able to inform him- 
ifetf of, eitibierbSf bis own obfervatiQUor the relation of others. 
. Qen^ral Gateji. (applied Mr*^ Dpdge wi|h focn^ rgoney to 
def(4y bk'^^afiftftiioiu. jBoftoa tp thi$ pla&ej.apd I.hay^ 
;;.. • B b 3 advanced 
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advanced him to-day a hundred and fifty dollars' more to 
carry him to Philadelphia. 

I have the h<HiOr to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Mr. Dodge meaiiir to call on major Butler of the 
light troops, "with whom he fays he is well acquainted^ He 
' aifo fays he is extremely well acquainted with colonel Wootl 
x>£ Vircrinid^«-^but^e is not in. camp ;f-^and be adds that be 
•was at Pittlburg in .1775, when doftoir Walker, Mr. Wilfon, 
and Lewis Morris cfquire, were there as cotnmiflionew, 
and engaged at that time to ufe his influence to kt^ep the 
fayages quiet, &c» 



Sir, . Head'^uaitersj FredericJhurgy}\ov.^*J^ ^77S« 

I WAS yeftcrday honored with your favor of the 
twentieth, with its feveral inclofures. — Congrefs will be 
' pleafcd to accept my acknowledgments for the communica- 
tion of the treaties between his moft chriftian tiiajefty and 
the United States. — The rcfolvc refpefting the exchange of 
' prifoners 'has been tranfifiltted to fir Henry Clinton, and 
I havie appointed commlfTioncrs (if he thinks proper) to 
meet his at Amb;)y the feventh of next rnonth. 

I have the pleaTure to inform Congrefs that the whole 
army (one brigade and the light corps excepted) is now in 
'motion to the places of their refpeftive cantonmerits for 
wintet'-quartfers. I have thought ii prudent to delay this 
event" a while, to give time for the convention troofs to 
make fome progrfefs in crofTing the North-river, to prevent 
a poflibility of accident. The third divifion pafTes tliis day ; 
and, if no unexpefted interruption happen?, the whole will 
be over, the thirtieth inftant. ' When their pafHige is (iom- 
pleted, the remaining troops kept in the field will imme- 
diately retire to quarters. 

The difpofition for winter-quarters is as follows.— Nine 
brigades will be ftationed on the weft fide of Hud fon's' river, 
cxclufive of the garrifondt Weft-Poinf,— one 6f#hich (the 
North-Carolina brigade) Will be hear Smith's G We fortlie 
fecurityof that jJafs^ and as ?^ reinforcement to 'Weft-Point 

in 



i??Ti>.ife-of* n^ceCity ; 'niTofllcr(the Jcrft-y briLiaJe) will be nt 
Elizabethtovvn, to cover the lower part of Jcrlcy ; anu ihe ' 
otTier' fever, co.illiHnfjr of the Virginia, Maryland, Dcla- ' 
^tare, afid Penilfylvania'troops, will be at Middlcbroolc. — 
.SKx brigades will be left on the eaft fide of the river and at 
Weft-Point;-Hhree of which (of the Maifachufctts troops) 
will be Rationed for the immediate defelite* of the High- 
lantls 5* o'de' at "Weft- Point in addition to"^'the gafrifon already 
tfi^re ; and ' the other tv70 at Fiflikill and- the Continental 
Village. — The remaining three brigades, compofed of the 
New-Mampfhirc and Conntfticut troops, and Hazen'a regi- 
ment, will be polled in the vicinity of Danbury, for the 
protection of the country lying along the Sound, to cover 
our maga::ines lying on Connefticut-iivcr, and to aid the 
Highlands on any fcrlous movement of the enemy that way. 
— The park of artillery will be at Pluckemin, — The cavalry 
will be diipofed of thus:— Bland's regiment at WincheRer 
in Virginia, Dayior'j^ at Frederic or Hagarflown in Mary- 
land, Moylan*s at Lancafler in Pennfylvania, and Sheldon's 
at Dflrharii in Conneftlcut. Lee's corps will be with that 
part of the army which is in the Jerfeys afting on the ad- 
vanced polls. — This comprehends the general dillribution of 
the army, except Clinton's brigade of New-York troops, 
Pulafki*s corpsi and fomc detached regiments and corps 
Itationed at Albany and at different parts of the frontier, 
of which Congrefs have already been particularly advifed. 
— General Putnam will command at Danbury, General 
M^Dougal in the Highlands,, and my own quarters will be 
in the Jerfeys, in the neighborhood of Middljbrook. 

This difpofition appeared to me bell calculated to conci- 
li2.te as far as poffiblc thefe feveral objedls, — the protecliou 
of the country, the fccurity of the important polls ir^.the 
Highlands, the fafety, difcipline,. and cafy fubfillence of 
the army. — To have kept the troops in a coilcdled Hate 
would have increafcd infinitely the expenfe and diiTicuhy of 
fubfilling them, both with refpcft to forage and provifions : 
to have divided them into O^^^^^^i^ cantonments wpuld hjxvG 

B b 4 made: 
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im^t \k, i%x kis pr«^]c«fair to flubitam 01^ wf (Bfejplifa 
among thrmi and would lave put th^rn tefir bra cMd^OM 
to conlrol :uid pycvent c^eofiv« opefatiuuwi ihf «6A( of th^ 
eoemyjL or ta^afiemble to take adv»ita|c^»0f-i»iY fiitt^oraMte 
ppeo^g wbicb their fut^c filuatioA ma^ttfler^ 'rfliostd |kef 
)^ obliged to weaken them&hes hj furtl^f idcta^Iment^vibi 
far aa ta 9^viice an entorprife ag^nf^ them^ 
. By the cilUnate^of the q^uartqr^in^ifta? and; COiOQxiffi^ 
l^eneialjk u appesgcs^ indifpi^&Ue tp hare ^ pitm:i|^l pari 
of the ar^iy oa the other fide of the Nonh*«ii;ver^ If, ww 
thought impra^igabl^ to furitiih the Qiece^ary&pj^s of fioinr 
for the who]^ on this fid« the iiver> from the ly^meiift cTiffi- 
culty and. expenfe of .tranfpQrtation in the vmxxjtx fsaiboy aix4 
from th^ exhauft^. Hate of thecojuntrf with rcfpeft to forage. 
•—As this fttbjed^ has bieeQ. already fuilj b!ef9re^Co9gvef% { 
ihall not trouble them, with a yepeti^ioo of tixe detail* — In^ 
order as much as poffible to reduce the demand of fprage^ 
and facilitate ^hc fupplien I have given dire&ions^whbn the 
fi^veral divinaas arrive at their gauton^uen|^> tp jend ^"j^Wf ^ 
conveni^t places at a diftaj;kce fro«n tbetn a^l the b^fes not 
abfolutely requMitp to carry: on the prdixuiry . biP&;tB{9 pf the 
:^nny.. I'.n ■ 

It is unnecefiary to add that the trpops inuft agaiia havQ 
recourfe to the expedient of hutting a^ they did lalt 
year. But, as they are now well clad, and we hate had 
9K>re l^ifure to. mal^e fbme littlf prep^ir^t^li^^ fi>£ winter-? 
quarters, I hope they will be ina,taDre cpn^{q^tat4^ fr^ii^tic^ 
than they were in, the preceding: viAter.-rrWJi^lw:!tf)e.iU^^ 
^efpe^l aad efteem, \ have tl^^ihp^or tO;i>e,:^>,v; / Qf ^^• 



BETWEEN Fred«ri<:fl)iwg a^d this fhct Wfhit^ -I 
arrived yellerday aftefnoon^ I had th^ feonpr to receive yotir 
exceUency^sf<:v9ral. favors ;o£ the tVreDty^3f;tbj^ twenty-? 
fe^enth, and twcnty-iclghth, indue cfrder, witji their fcv«ral 
inqiofjur^s, ytrhi(?K (h^l ^lavf my -att^tiptu 1^^ l?eing. oix 
• / the 
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^c^^&Qmtlie;tunft0£jtlieiir?c«Jmixig^^ till ydlerdaf 

- As i«M£nyr<im»aTCsiencps wbold attend 'tfic removing <£ 
^ .&Qb oHicetfi ^wi. men o£ the conventioxi tr^ps^ by I^<!^ 
^nd tI)r'i3fiu:eni:haYiDg"i^ridiies» I have wnfted>(roc;^g6neia| 
Catcs^.tQ^:palf6it ihem to proceed to .the faJU of--j3mfes*-river 
ty water, on the officers*: gWing^thdr |)aralesnth«t ihey and 
^he jnaj;wiltfJcrfi3cmj.thci?oya^^ ' 1 bave^i^fo aG<juai»ted 
■him of this oracfeting in contempl^ition. foY^^tv"exchiegfe''oC 
yrifoocrs, thai the Officers mdy notle^re' Boftctt^ Hill the 
lefult ia kliotwii* .- ... • 

Wilh:ce%e£^ to major De Paflem of the regiment oC 
HcflcKHahanylhope he may be reieafed by an exchange j 
after whidi, it wiUtemainwiib him to obtain liberty from 
fir IJerayXltntoa to return to Europe. But if the exchange 
in agitattoa fiiould not take place, I Ihould be happy if 
Congreft themfelves would decide whether he is to be al- 
lowed, bis requeft*— If on ray permiffion he fhoti}d go to 
Eaopc sxritboat appUc^on to ^d the codfent of <he Btitifli 
commander ^^(wliich feems to be his intention), die enemy 
inight not think themfelves bound upon a future Qccafion to 
account for Wq^,-^! bave tbe honor to be, &c, G. W, 



.g|»^.- MUzahibi^^rrj December S, 177-8, 

I HAVE the honor to addrefs you by command of his 
excellene^^who went" firom''lhis place at four o'clock this; 
inoming hvCottfcquenCd* of advice received lafl: night that 
ipfty^two veOeh great and'fmall, including a bomb kctch,^ 
with troops on board, had, the day before yefterday, moved 
Vp the Northrriver as far as Cloyfter-la^ding, and yeilerday 
snorhioj^ g^t^ ufedfer \eay and \i^ere proceeding farther upu 
He pr^^!$d.$o,irt?ki& bis ftjft ftage at Acqaakchuhkj and ta 
.pxoc^ed^j^ his.. futvir^ intelligence might require* He U 
much at a, lofs, to. determine the dcCgn of the enemy^ but 
think$ it tnaV either: Jwyc rclpeft to tfe^ forts in tlvc Higli- 
iands.or to^the convcqtiQn troops^.. . ....^^V . 

8 When 
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When he left Peekflrill, the two Mafliidiufctts brigade?, 
on their march tliither irom Hartford, were not arilved, for 
ihat the troops on the fpot were only the original garrifoii 
cf* Weft-Point, and Nixon's brigade which iay near the 
Continental Village : but, without the molt inexplicable de- 
lay, thofe muft have reached their dcfLination fonie days 
(ince. If fo, and the enemy fiiould meditate a itvoke againi*: 
Weft-Point, they "will probably fail in it unieis there* 
Ciould be fomething like afurprife. — The gencraralfo thinks 
it probable that the Maryland divifion were yefterday even- 
ing at the Clove. Their inflruftions were, to communicate 
with Vv'eft-Point and reinforce it on a!iy emergency. They 
were, in addition to them, diredled lall night by cxprefs to 
move Immediately towards the forts, divcflcd of baggage 
and artillery, for the more fpeedy communication! — The 
Carolina brigade has been fome time ftationed at the ciitranc c 
oiF the Clove. 

One brigade of the Virginia troops is at Pompton, and 
the other two were e::pe£led to reach Springfield yeuerday. 
The Pennfylvania troops, it is fuppofed, would be at Ac- 
quakenunk or in the neighborhood of Paramus. — Thcfe 
troops, immediately on receiving the prefent intclligcr.cc, 
were ordered to halt \ and his excellency is gone forward to 
regulate their movements according to circumftances.— TJie 
brigade in this town is ordered to hold itfelf in rcadincfs. 

If the convention troops fhould be their objccl, 'tib pro- 
bable the attempt will be too late to anfwer any purpofe : 
the rear divifion was to crofs the North- river on wedncfday 
)aft, but mufl: certainly have done it on thurfday ; tlie 
front mufl be not far from the Delaware ; and the whole 
too far advanced to be fubjecl to a refcue. Added to this, 
there is a pretty flrong guard with each divifion, His ex- 
cellency however has fent on the intelligence to colonel 
Bland who direfts their march, urging him to hafteii them 
forward with all polfible difpatch* 

One brigade of Connecticut troops was at Danbury, the 

other at Fredericfburg, when we came awaj 5 and general 

2 Poofs 
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Poot's was in full march for the former, and muft/.long 
Cnce have arrived. 

I have the honor to be, Sec, . R. H. Harrisov. 

P. S. Your excellency will excnfe this hurried fcrawh 



Sir, ParamuSy Dccemiery, ij'jS, 

I HAD the honor of receiving yours of the fecond 
at this place. — I have forwarded the brevet to captain Simo- 
net ; and fliall take fuch meafures in regard to colonel Fleu- 
ry's letter as fliall feem proper, upon, my arrival at Middle- 
brook for which I fet out again to-morrow. 

Upon leaving Elizabeth town I direfted. colonel Harrifon 
to inform you of the intelligence I had received, and which 
I thought demanded my perfonal attention, as the enemy 
appeared to be going up the river in confiderable force. 
Having put the troops deilined for the Middlebrook canton^ 
ment upon their march back towards the North-river, I vjras 
proceeding that way myfclf when an exprefs met me a few 
miles beyond this, informing me that the enemy's fliipping, 
whicl) had been as high as King's ferry, had fallen dowi^ 
again. They landed a party at the ferry, and fet fire to a 
few fmall buildings near the water : but, upon a party of 
ours advancing, they immediately [^re- embarked] without 
attempting any thing further. — The boats and (lores of evqry 
kind had been previoufly fecured.— I cannot account for this 
manceuvre but by fuppofuig that they had been mif-informed 
as to the quantity of llores at the ferry, or that they expedcd 
to find the pods in a defencelefs fituation 5 or it may .perhaps 
have been to favor a forage below. 

Finding that the troops deflined for the defence, of the 
Highlands had arrived at their refpeiSlive pofts agreeable 
to my orders and expectations, I have again put thofc in- 
tended for Middlebrook into motion ; and I hope they wiij 
arrive there while the roads and wqather are both fine. 

Accounts from NewirYork through a good channel in- 
form me that thirty thoufand tons of fliipping had been fud- 
denly taken up for government fervice, and tliat a general 
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embargo is. hid. The oecafion has oot yet tnmfpircd 4 .at 
leaft it has not yet leached me. ,.j ; . 

Ihave the honor to bci &c* '- G^: W\. 



Sir, Headquarter s^ Afiddldrool^ Dec. 13^ 1778* 

SINCE my laft of the fevcnth, T have been honored 
with your favors of the fifth> fixth, and eighth in(lant^ vidth 
tibeir inclofures, to which ilie proper attention (hall be paid. 
—I have made the report of the committee on Canada af- 
fairs the fttb]e£k of a particular letter which I have the hcv* 
2zor of tranfmltting by this conveyance. 

I am, with the greateft refpe£lj &c« . . G. W* 

F. S. Lieutenant«>colonels Harrifon and Hamsltcm went to 

Amboy on moivday laft to meet the Britifii commiOioner^ : 

but the weather had been fo extremely bad they that had 

not. met on friday. 



Sir, ffcfid-^uartirsy ATiddlebroo^^ Djte. 13, 1 778*,; 

* IT has not been in my power to retAiril ait anfwer to 
yotir favor of the fixth inftant till now. The letter met me 
on the road, feparated from my papers 5 and 1 did fiot reach 
this place Hll late on tl-^e eleventh, fince which- 1 have been 
xpuch employed in attending to the difpofitiohd* for hutting 
the army: but in the mean time the objedis of the difpatcH^ 
have epgaged niy utmoft -attention, ^ 

The earncft defire I have to pay the ftrififefttompliarice 
\\\ every inftance with the ^-iews aad Jnftru^itos ' of Con^-'' 
grefs 6annOt but make hie feel the greateft imeafirieft vAittk 
I find' myfelf in circumftaiio^ of hfcfiiation or doubt with re«^ 
fpeflf to their direftions* Blrt-^l^'ijarfei^ cc^ftfideift^ Ih&veT 
in the juftice 2knd candor of that honorable 4b^y-^mbdk!6ns 
lAe to communicate -w'ithoctt rdfevve' the diffitultifefif- which 
cccut in tit^ csecilti^n of th(3t*-prefent<>rderi^arid tke-induW 
pence I 9wkve ejxperieneed on "^ every foritief^oecafieri - ittducca 
n\e t^ imagine that' th* Bb^iff^I iK>>^ takewiU^riot^ineet ^R^ith- 
thei1^difapJTobatioa• '--'- -*^ *"* -' '-- ■'-- ' ^^ i:v,;:Lri,;Cv:- i.*. 

I havo 
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1 have ^ttentit^iy taken up Ae- rcportTof the cbmniittoc of 
Ac fifth (approved by Congrcf8)*oR the fubjeftof my iettcc 
of the eleventh ultimo on the {znopo&d cxpedidon into'Ca* 
nada : I have confidered it vx £e^ccaj lights, and finccrely re- 
gict that. I fliould feel myfclf upder.any embarraffmcnt in 
carrying It into execution. Still I remain of opjnion, from 
a general review of things and tlie ftate of our refources, that 
no extenfive fyfteih of co-operation with the French, for the 
complete emancipation of Canada, can be pofitively decided 
on for the enfuing year. — To propofe a plan of perfed co- 
operation With a foreign power without a moral certainty m 
our fupplieS) and to have that plan a£lually ratified with the 
court of Verfailles, might be attended, in cafe of failure in 
the conditions on our part, wfth very fatal effefls. ' 

If I flibul^ fecm unwilling to tranfmit the plan as pre- 
pared By Congrefs, with my obfervations, it is becaufe I 
find myfelf under a neceffity (in order to give our niinifler 
fuiHcient ground to found an application on) to propofe fome* 
thing more than a vague and indecifive plan, which, even in 
the event of a total evacuation of thefe ftates by the enemy, 
m^y be -f^ndered impra£licable in the execution by a varietf 
of infurittountable obftacl^s : or if i retain my pnefeat &n^ 
timcntt aod-a£l: confiftently, I muil point out tht.difficultiefl 
as theyappear to me; which mud embarrafs hia negotiation^ 
and >may difappoint the views of Congrefs. 

But, proceeding on the idea of; the enemy** kayinj thefis 
ftates before the a£iive part of the enfuing campaign^ I 
fliould fear to h^zsurd a miftake as to the precile aimand 
extort of th^ vi^vins of Congrefs. The line of coiidud th«t 
I am to obferve iu writing tOQur mini^ler at the- court of- 
France does Dot appear fufficien^Iy delineated: — ^werel to. 
undertake it^ I ihottld be mu^ afraid of- erring through mif« 
conceptipn* jIa this dilemma I would efteem it a p^rtkuUf 
favor to.be excufed from writing at all on the fubj^ci, efpe« 
cially ^ it is, the part of candor in me to acknowledge ihat 
I do not £fe my way clear enough, to point out fucha plaa 
for co*operation as I conceive to be confiftent.wii;h^ the ideas 
- - of 
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€>f Congrcfs, and that will be fuGiciently explanatory with 
rcfpefl: to time and circumilant es, to give efTicjcy to the 
Bieafure. But if Congrcfs lliil think it neccfiliry for me to 
proceed in the bufincfs, 1 muft requcft their more definitive 
and explicit inftrudions, and that they will permit me, pre- 
vious to tranfmitting the intended difpatches, to fubinit. 
them to tlicir determination. 

I could wifli to lay before Congrefs more minutely the- 
flate of the army, the condition of our fupplies, and the re-, 
ijuifites neceflaTy for carrying into execution an undertaking 
tliat may involve the moft fcji'ions events. If Congrefs think, 
this can be done more fatisfailorily in a perfonal conferences 
I hope to have the army in fuch a fituatiqn before I can re- 
ceive their anfwer, as to afTord me an opportunity of giving 
my atteiijdance. — I would only add that I fhall cheerfully 
comply with the direftions of Congrefs relative to making- 
every preparation in our power for an expedition againll 
Niagara, and for fuch further operations to the northward 
as time and circumftances (hall enable us to carry on. Mea- 
fures for the purpofe have been taken in part for fome time 
pad ; and I fhali purfuc tliem vigoroufly. The fubje^S: has 
long engaged my contemplation v and I am thoroughly con- 
vinied of the expediency and policy of doing every thing 
practicable on our part, forgiving fecurity to our frontiers by 
thercdudion of ihofe places which facilitate annoying them, 
and even for accorr.plifliing the annexation of Canada to tlic 
Uiiion. — I have ilie honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I have detained the letter to the marquis till your 
furtl.cr inftru^lions. The waters have been fo high as to 
prevent tlie exprefs fetting out yefterday with this difpatch 
)&s was intended. 



To Hk Excellency^ John Jay^ Prcfidcnt of Congrefs: 

Sir, Head'^tartcrsy Mlddkbrcoky Dec. 13, 1778. 

IN a letter which I had' the honor of receiving from 

Congrefe, dated the'fecond inftant, was inclofed:thc copy of. 

oaefrom lieutenant-colonel Fleury, upon the fubjedl of which, 

the 
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the prefidcnt dcfircd me to exprcfs " my fentiments* as alfa 
of the merits of Mr. Ficury during his fervices in the army."- 

1 do not conceive that Congrefs flioidd requefl a rcoewnl 
of colonel Fleury's fnrlough from tlie French minijfter pleni-i 
potentiary. An application of that kind ought, in my opinion^ 
to be made by himfclf, not only becaufe it is cuftomary, but 
bccaufe felicitations of a fimilar nature would in all proba- 
bility be made by many not having Mr, Fleury's claim to 
the favor of the public, and to vrliom it would be difficult to 
give a refufal after a precedent had b?en cftablifiied. I would 
not be underftood to include the cafe of general Du Portail 
and the gentlemen in the engineering department, who arc 
peculiarly circumftanced, and in whole behalf I have writtcit 
particularly to Congrefs. 

•Ad to Mr. Fleury's merits as an officer, I can only repeat 
what I have upon feveral occafions mentioned to Congrefs 
before, — that he is brave, adive, and intelligent, and that, 
fliould he obtain leave to remain in America, 1 fliall take 
an opportunity (agreeable to my promife to Jiim) of em- 
ploying him in a manner fuitable to his rank, and in fuch 
a -way as will not clafli with the officers of the line. 

I have the honor to be, &c. • G. W. 



Sir, Hcad'^tartcrsy Adlddkhrook^ Dec, 1 6, lyyS.' 

SINCE I liad tlic honc.r of addreffing you on th(? 
tliirtecnth, the gentlemen aj^pcinted to meet commiffion- 
ers from f^r Henry Clinton have returned to camp. Your 
exceiiency will find, by a copy of their report, N^ 7, (which, 
with the other papers refpeding tlie meeting, is inclofed), 
that an exchange of prifoners has not taken plage. 

As an exchange has not been eiib£led, and fir Henry Clin- 
ton has called for all our officers on parole, I Tnall, in confe- 
quence of the rcfolution of the nineteenth ultimo, order the 
commifTary of prifoners to require the immediate return of 
the convention and any other omcers with the enemy on 
parole. I do not mean however to include geiieral Bur^ 
» • ■' • ' ■goynflr 
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goyne in the demand unlefs Congrefs fhould dircA it> a^ 
there appear to me many political reafons ht permitting 
him to remain in Britain in his prefcnt temper. But if 
Congrefs fhould differ from me in opinion on this point, I 
ihall be happy to be informedi that meafures may be purfued 
for his recall.->^I have the honor to be> &c. G. W. 



SlR> P/biladclphhi December 2^3 ^7 y^i' 

I Had the honor of addrefling Congrefs fome time 
Cnce on the fubjeft of general Du Portail and the gentlemen 
with him. He informs me that his affiair ha« not yet been 
decided, and is extremely anxious that it (hould be ia feme 
way or other. He affigns many powerful reafotis to Ihcw 
that it is very intereding to him (if he is not to continue in 
our fervice) to return to France as fpeedily as poffible. H^ 
alfo informs me that he has reafon to think, in the confi* 
deration of his affair, the retaining him in fervice and tht 
adopting the plan propofed in his memoir are united) and 
the decifion of the one fufpended on that of the other ; and 
has therefore requcfted me to reprefent to Congrefs that he 
fliouid be happy they could be confidexed fepaiateiy; and if 
his fcrvices, abftraQedly from the projed propofed by him» 
are deemed necefTary, it will be agreeable to him to remain 
in the country. 

I have already taken the liberty to offer mj fentimcnts on 
the propriety of engaging thefe gentlemen to continue in 
the fervice. It really appears to me that they will be cffcn- 
tialiy nccefl;\ry to our future operations^ whether defenfive 
or olTcnfive ; and it cannot therefore but give me pleafure if 
it fliall be confiftent widi the views of Congrefs to retain- 
them, and to give every encouragement which they may 
icafonably expe£l. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W« 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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